
church of divine science
The Church of Divine Science offers a profound spiritual path focused on the inherent divinity within
each individual and the power of affirmative prayer. This article delves deep into the core tenets,
historical evolution, practical applications, and global presence of this transformative spiritual
movement. We will explore its foundational beliefs, the role of faith and consciousness, the practical
impact of its teachings on daily life, and how to connect with its vibrant communities. Prepare to
discover a spiritual philosophy that empowers you to manifest abundance, health, and happiness
through the understanding and application of Divine Principle.
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Understanding the Core Philosophy of the Church of
Divine Science

The Church of Divine Science is built upon the foundational understanding that God, or the Divine
Presence, is omnipresent and inherent within every individual. This is not merely a belief but a
central tenet that shapes all aspects of its teachings and practices. The philosophy emphasizes that
we are all expressions of this Divine Presence, possessing an innate capacity for love, wisdom, and
power. This inherent divinity means that the source of all good—health, happiness, prosperity, and
peace—resides within us, waiting to be awakened and expressed. The teachings are designed to
guide individuals toward recognizing and activating this inner potential, thereby transforming their
lives and circumstances.



Central to the Church of Divine Science is the concept of the Christ within, signifying the divine
spark or perfect idea of God that exists in everyone. This Christ consciousness is not a distant deity
but an intimate, personal reality. By aligning our thoughts, feelings, and beliefs with this inner
divinity, we can bring forth the fullness of our potential. The philosophy encourages a proactive and
empowered approach to spirituality, where individuals are seen not as passive recipients of divine
grace but as active co-creators of their reality. This empowerment stems from the understanding
that our consciousness is the creative force that shapes our experiences.

The Church of Divine Science distinguishes itself through its positive and affirmative approach to life
and spirituality. Rather than dwelling on perceived lack or negativity, the focus is on affirming the
presence of good, wholeness, and perfection in all situations. This is achieved through the practice
of affirmative prayer, a cornerstone of Divine Science, which involves stating the desired outcome as
if it has already manifested, in alignment with Divine Principle. This practice is rooted in the belief
that the universe responds to our dominant thoughts and beliefs, and by consciously choosing
positive affirmations, we can invite desired changes and manifestations into our lives.

Historical Roots and Key Figures of Divine Science

The origins of Divine Science can be traced back to the late 19th century, a period of significant
spiritual exploration and the rise of New Thought movements in America. The formal establishment
of the Church of Divine Science is largely credited to Dr. Josephine St. Pierre R. Myer, who founded
the first church in San Francisco in 1898. Dr. Myer was a visionary leader and teacher who
synthesized elements from various spiritual traditions, including Christian mysticism, Eastern
philosophies, and the emerging New Thought movement, to create a cohesive system of spiritual
understanding and practice.

Another pivotal figure in the early development of Divine Science was Florence Scovel Shinn. While
she later established her own distinct teaching, her work was deeply influenced by Divine Science
principles, and she was instrumental in popularizing affirmative prayer and the Law of Attraction.
Her books, such as "The Game of Life and How to Play It," continue to inspire millions with their
practical advice on using spiritual laws to achieve success and fulfillment. Her clear, accessible
language made complex spiritual concepts relatable to everyday life.

The early Church of Divine Science emphasized the practical application of spiritual principles for
everyday living. The teachings focused on empowering individuals to overcome limitations, achieve
prosperity, and experience vibrant health through the understanding and application of Divine Law.
This emphasis on practical results and personal transformation was a key factor in its growing
appeal. The movement's growth was fueled by a desire for a spirituality that offered tangible
benefits and a sense of personal agency in navigating life's challenges.

Fundamental Principles of Divine Science Practice

The practice of Divine Science is guided by several fundamental principles that form its spiritual and
philosophical bedrock. At its core is the recognition of God as All-There-Is, meaning the Divine
Presence is the sole reality, encompassing all creation. This principle asserts that there is no power



outside of God, and therefore, no true power in limitation, lack, or negativity. By understanding and
internalizing this truth, practitioners are encouraged to shift their focus from perceived problems to
the ever-present solution within the Divine.

Another crucial principle is the Law of Cause and Effect, often referred to as the Law of Attraction in
broader New Thought contexts. This law states that our thoughts, beliefs, and spoken words are
causes that produce corresponding effects in our lives. Therefore, by consciously directing our
mental and verbal expressions towards desired outcomes, we can influence the circumstances we
experience. This principle underscores the responsibility and power individuals have in shaping their
reality through their inner state.

The concept of Spiritual Mind Treatment, or affirmative prayer, is central to Divine Science practice.
This is a specific method of prayer that involves consciously affirming the presence of Divine
perfection in any given situation, person, or oneself. It is not a petitionary prayer asking God to
intervene, but rather a declaration of truth, stating that the desired outcome already exists in the
realm of Spirit and is now manifesting in the physical world. This practice requires focused
attention, unwavering faith, and the release of all doubt and opposing thoughts.

A vital aspect of Divine Science is the understanding of Divine Idea. Everything that exists, or can
exist, is seen as a perfect idea in the mind of God. Our task is to align our consciousness with these
Divine Ideas, allowing them to express through us. This involves cultivating a receptive attitude,
clearing our minds of limiting beliefs, and embracing the potential for good that is already present.

The Role of Affirmative Prayer and Visualization in
Divine Science

Affirmative prayer, or Spiritual Mind Treatment, is the cornerstone of practical application within
the Church of Divine Science. It is a technique designed to consciously align one's consciousness
with the Divine Presence and the truth of well-being, abundance, and joy. Unlike traditional prayer
that might involve asking or pleading, affirmative prayer is a declaration of established spiritual
truth. It is based on the premise that the universe is a responsive field, and what we hold as truth in
our consciousness will manifest in our experience.

The process of affirmative prayer typically involves several steps. First, acknowledgment:
recognizing the omnipresent Divine Presence as the only reality and the source of all good. This is
often stated as "There is a Divine Presence and Power that is God, that is Good, that is All-There-Is."
Second, revelation: affirming the inherent perfection and wholeness of the situation or person being
addressed. This involves declaring the desired state as already existing in Spirit, such as "Divine
Love fills this situation," or "Perfect health is now expressing." Third, application: a statement of
certainty that the spiritual truth applied is effective and is now manifesting. Finally, release: trusting
that the treatment is done and allowing it to unfold without doubt or worry.

Visualization plays a complementary and crucial role alongside affirmative prayer. While affirmative
prayer declares the truth, visualization helps to anchor that truth in the consciousness by creating a
vivid mental image of the desired outcome. This involves seeing, feeling, and experiencing the
manifestation as if it has already occurred. By engaging the senses and emotions, visualization



reinforces the affirmative statements, making them more potent and convincing to the subconscious
mind.

The combined power of affirmative prayer and visualization allows individuals to reprogram their
beliefs, overcome mental obstacles, and attract the experiences that are in alignment with their
highest good. It's a practice of conscious creation, where the individual actively participates in
bringing forth their desires through the power of their focused thought and unwavering faith in the
goodness and efficacy of Divine Principle. This practice cultivates a state of expectant expectancy,
believing that what has been declared in Spirit will inevitably materialize.

Practical Application of Divine Science in Daily Life

The teachings of the Church of Divine Science are not confined to spiritual contemplation; they are
intended to be lived and applied in every facet of daily existence. The core principle of conscious co-
creation empowers individuals to approach their daily tasks and challenges with a proactive,
spiritual mindset. Whether navigating professional responsibilities, personal relationships, or even
mundane chores, the emphasis is on bringing Divine consciousness to bear on every activity.

In the realm of personal relationships, Divine Science encourages the practice of seeing the Divine
Presence in everyone. This means approaching interactions with understanding, compassion, and a
recognition of the inherent worth of each individual. By affirming the good in others and in our
relationships, we foster harmony and positive connections. Instead of focusing on perceived flaws or
conflicts, practitioners are guided to affirm love, peace, and mutual respect.

For career and work, Divine Science principles provide a framework for achieving fulfillment and
success. This involves treating one's work as a sacred activity, a contribution to the greater good,
and an opportunity for personal expression. Affirmations for career advancement, job satisfaction,
and prosperous business dealings are commonly used. The focus is on aligning one's vocational path
with their highest calling and trusting in the Divine to guide and provide opportunities.

Financial well-being is also a significant area where Divine Science principles are applied. The
concept of abundance is understood as a natural state of being, inherent in the Divine. Through
affirmative prayer and visualization, individuals are taught to cultivate a prosperous mindset,
release beliefs of scarcity, and expect and receive financial blessings. This is not about material
greed but about recognizing that God's supply is inexhaustible and available to all who align with its
principles.

Everyday decision-making is also imbued with spiritual awareness. Before embarking on a task or
making a choice, individuals are encouraged to take a moment for Spiritual Mind Treatment,
affirming clarity, wisdom, and Divine guidance. This practice helps to ensure that actions are aligned
with the highest good and that life unfolds with grace and ease. It’s about living in a state of
constant connection with the Divine intelligence that orchestrates all of life.



Health, Healing, and Divine Science

The Church of Divine Science holds a profound belief in the power of spiritual healing, viewing
health as the natural state of being, inherent in the Divine. Illness or dis-ease is understood as a
manifestation of discordant thoughts, beliefs, or a lack of alignment with the Divine Principle of
wholeness. The emphasis is not on fighting disease but on realizing and affirming the presence of
perfect health and well-being, which is already an established truth in the spiritual realm.

The primary tool for achieving healing within Divine Science is Spiritual Mind Treatment, as
previously discussed. By consciously declaring the truth of perfect health, practitioners aim to
dissolve any mental or emotional patterns that may be contributing to physical conditions. This
involves affirming the divine blueprint of health within oneself, recognizing that the body is a perfect
expression of the Divine. For example, one might affirm, "My body is the temple of the Living God,
and perfect health is its natural expression," or "Divine energy flows through me, renewing and
revitalizing every cell."

Visualization is also a powerful adjunct to affirmative prayer in the context of healing. Individuals
are encouraged to visualize themselves as already well, experiencing vibrant health, and engaging in
activities with ease and energy. This mental imagery reinforces the affirmative statements and helps
to impress the subconscious mind with the reality of well-being. The feeling associated with this
visualization—joy, gratitude, and vitality—is considered crucial in accelerating the healing process.

It is important to note that while Divine Science strongly advocates for spiritual healing, it does not
necessarily discourage medical treatment. Many practitioners utilize both spiritual and medical
approaches, seeing them as complementary. The spiritual approach focuses on addressing the
underlying energetic or mental causes, while medical treatment addresses the physical
manifestation. The ultimate goal is always wholeness and well-being, achieved through aligning with
the Divine.

The practice of Divine Trust is essential for healing. This involves surrendering any fear, doubt, or
anxiety related to one's health and placing complete faith in the power of the Divine. This
relinquishing of control allows the natural healing forces within to operate unimpeded. It's about
trusting the process and knowing that the truth of health will ultimately prevail.

Abundance and Prosperity Through Divine Science
Principles

In the teachings of the Church of Divine Science, abundance and prosperity are not merely about
material wealth but encompass all forms of good, including joy, love, health, fulfilling relationships,
and opportunities. The fundamental understanding is that God is infinite and inexhaustible, and
therefore, His supply is also infinite and available to everyone. Scarcity and lack are viewed as
illusions, products of limiting beliefs and a misunderstanding of Divine Law.

The practice of affirmative prayer for abundance involves declaring the presence of good and
prosperity as already existing in the spiritual realm. This means moving away from focusing on lack



and instead affirming the reality of all that one desires. Common affirmations include statements
like, "Divine love provides for me abundantly," "I am a magnet for prosperity," or "Wealth flows to
me easily and joyfully." These statements are spoken with conviction and the feeling of already
possessing what is being affirmed.

Visualization plays a key role in manifesting abundance. Individuals are encouraged to vividly
imagine themselves experiencing the prosperity they desire—seeing themselves enjoying financial
security, engaging in fulfilling work, and living a life of ease and opulence. The emotional state
associated with this visualization, such as gratitude, joy, and a deep sense of well-being, is critical
for attracting these experiences into their lives.

A crucial aspect of cultivating abundance is the release of limiting beliefs about money and
prosperity. Many people hold subconscious beliefs that they are not worthy of wealth, that money is
evil, or that there is not enough to go around. Divine Science teachings provide methods for
identifying and neutralizing these negative patterns through affirmative prayer and self-inquiry. By
replacing these limiting beliefs with positive, empowering ones, individuals open themselves up to
receive the abundant flow of the universe.

The principle of giving and receiving is also integral to Divine Science prosperity. It is understood
that the flow of abundance involves both the willingness to receive and the generosity to give. When
we give freely and joyfully, we create a vacuum that the universe then fills. This exchange is seen as
a natural expression of Divine Law, ensuring a continuous flow of good in all directions. Cultivating a
grateful heart for all that has been received is also paramount to inviting more into one's life.

The Concept of Universal Oneness in Divine Science

A profound and unifying concept within the Church of Divine Science is the universal oneness of all
existence. This principle asserts that everything in the universe, from the smallest atom to the
largest galaxy, and indeed all sentient beings, are interconnected expressions of a single, Divine
Source. There is no separation; all are part of the one Infinite Mind, the one Great Spirit, the one
Divine Presence.

This understanding of oneness profoundly impacts how individuals perceive themselves and others.
When one recognizes the Divine Spark within themselves, they also recognize it in every other
person. This fosters a deep sense of empathy, compassion, and unconditional love. Conflicts and
divisions often arise from a perceived separation or difference, but by embracing universal oneness,
these barriers begin to dissolve.

The practical implication of this oneness is a call to conscious connection with all of life. It
encourages individuals to act from a place of love and understanding, recognizing that harming
another is, in essence, harming oneself because of this fundamental interconnectedness. This
extends beyond human relationships to encompass a reverence for nature and all living creatures.

In terms of spiritual practice, the affirmation of oneness can be a powerful tool. By declaring, "I and
my Father are one," or "The Divine Presence permeates all of creation, and I am a part of it,"
individuals reinforce their connection to the Universal Consciousness. This connection is seen as the



source of all strength, wisdom, and creative power.

The understanding of universal oneness also influences the Church of Divine Science's perspective
on global community and unity. It promotes a vision of humanity working together in harmony,
recognizing shared aspirations and common humanity, rather than focusing on differences that
divide. This spiritual perspective offers a hopeful outlook for resolving global challenges through
collective consciousness and a shared commitment to the Divine.

Finding and Connecting with a Church of Divine
Science Community

For those who resonate with the teachings of the Church of Divine Science, connecting with a local
community can be a deeply enriching and supportive experience. These communities offer a space
for shared spiritual practice, mutual encouragement, and the application of Divine Science
principles in a collective setting. Finding such a community is often the next natural step for
individuals seeking to deepen their understanding and experience of Divine Science.

The most straightforward way to locate a Church of Divine Science is by utilizing online resources.
Most established churches maintain websites that provide information about their services,
ministers, locations, and contact details. A simple search query such as "Church of Divine Science
near me" or "Divine Science churches" will typically yield relevant results. Many denominations also
have central organizational websites that list affiliated churches.

Attending a Sunday service is the primary way to experience the atmosphere and teachings of a
particular church. Services typically include inspirational talks by ministers, affirmative prayer
(Spiritual Mind Treatment), meditation, and often uplifting music. It's an opportunity to feel the
collective energy and to hear the principles of Divine Science expounded upon in a live setting.
Observing the interactions among congregants can also provide insight into the community's
welcoming nature.

Many churches also offer classes and workshops that delve deeper into specific aspects of Divine
Science philosophy and practice. These educational opportunities are excellent for those who wish to
gain a more thorough understanding of affirmative prayer, the Law of Attraction, spiritual healing,
and other core tenets. Participating in these classes can also foster connections with like-minded
individuals.

Beyond formal services and classes, engaging in volunteer activities or participating in study groups
can be a wonderful way to become more involved and build relationships within the church
community. Many churches rely on volunteers to help with various aspects of their operations, and
this can be a fulfilling way to contribute and feel a sense of belonging.

If a physical church is not accessible, many Divine Science communities offer online services and
virtual programs. This allows individuals from anywhere in the world to participate in teachings,
meditations, and community events, making the spiritual path of Divine Science accessible
regardless of geographical location. This digital presence has become increasingly important,



bridging distances and fostering a global network of Divine Science practitioners.

The Future and Evolution of the Church of Divine
Science

The Church of Divine Science, while deeply rooted in its foundational principles, continues to evolve
and adapt to the changing needs and landscape of the modern world. Its core message of inherent
divinity and the power of conscious thought remains timeless, yet its expression and reach are
constantly expanding. The future of Divine Science is one of continued spiritual growth and broader
societal impact.

One significant area of evolution is the increasing embrace of digital platforms. As technology
advances, so too do the ways in which spiritual communities connect and share their teachings. Live-
streaming of services, online classes, virtual prayer groups, and readily available digital resources
are becoming increasingly prevalent. This allows the Church of Divine Science to reach a global
audience, transcending geographical limitations and connecting individuals who might not otherwise
have access to its teachings.

There is also a growing emphasis on interfaith dialogue and collaboration. Recognizing the shared
spiritual aspirations that unite humanity, many within the Divine Science movement are actively
engaging with other spiritual traditions. This fosters a sense of universal brotherhood and allows for
a deeper understanding of the common threads that run through diverse spiritual paths, enriching
the collective spiritual consciousness.

The teachings are also being presented in more accessible and contemporary language, making
them relatable to new generations. While preserving the integrity of the original principles,
ministers and teachers are finding innovative ways to explain concepts like affirmative prayer, the
Law of Attraction, and the power of consciousness in ways that resonate with today's cultural
context. This ensures the continued relevance and appeal of Divine Science for seekers of all ages.

Furthermore, the practical application of Divine Science is expanding into new areas, such as
conscious leadership, sustainable living, and personal well-being. The principles of abundance, love,
and oneness are being applied not just to individual lives but also to how we interact with our
environment and our global society. This reflects a maturation of the movement, recognizing that
spiritual principles have the power to influence and transform all aspects of human endeavor.

The enduring strength of the Church of Divine Science lies in its empowering message and its focus
on the individual's capacity to harness the Divine power within. As it continues to embrace new
avenues of expression and connection, its mission to inspire and uplift humanity remains steadfast,
promising a future where individuals are increasingly empowered to live lives of purpose, peace, and
prosperity.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the core philosophy of Divine Science?
Divine Science teaches that God is All-in-all, and that we are all expressions of God. It emphasizes
the power of thought and affirmation to create our reality, believing that our inner state of being
influences our outer experience.

How does Divine Science differ from other New Thought
movements?
While sharing common roots with other New Thought traditions like Christian Science and Unity,
Divine Science often places a stronger emphasis on the individual's direct connection to the Divine,
personal responsibility for one's experiences, and a focus on practical application of spiritual
principles in daily life.

Is Divine Science a religion or a philosophy?
Divine Science is considered both a religion and a spiritual philosophy. It offers a framework for
spiritual understanding and practice, including services, prayer, and community, while also
providing a philosophical approach to life and the nature of reality.

What is the role of Jesus Christ in Divine Science?
Jesus Christ is revered as the supreme example and teacher of Divine Science principles. He is seen
as demonstrating the Christ nature, the divine potential within all of humanity, and his teachings are
central to understanding how to live a Christ-conscious life.

How does Divine Science approach healing?
Divine Science teaches that healing is a spiritual process. It involves aligning one's thoughts and
beliefs with the divine perfection of God, recognizing the inherent wholeness and well-being within.
Practitioners often use affirmative prayer and visualization for healing.

Are there specific practices or rituals in Divine Science?
Yes, common practices include affirmative prayer, meditation, visualization, Bible study (interpreted
through a New Thought lens), and attending services that often feature inspirational talks,
affirmative statements, and sacred music.

What is the significance of "Divine Science" as a name?
The name 'Divine Science' reflects the belief that there are universal, scientific laws governing the
spiritual realm, just as there are laws in the physical universe. It suggests that by understanding and
applying these divine laws, individuals can achieve positive outcomes.



Can someone be a member of Divine Science and still belong
to another faith?
Many people who practice Divine Science also incorporate its principles into their existing spiritual
or religious framework. It is often viewed as a complementary practice that enhances one's personal
connection to the Divine, rather than requiring a complete abandonment of prior beliefs.

What is the historical origin of Divine Science?
Divine Science was founded by Florence Cawelti (later Florence Huntley) in the late 19th century in
California. It emerged from the broader New Thought movement, drawing inspiration from figures
like Emma Curtis Hopkins and Phineas Quimby.

Where can I find more information or a local Divine Science
center?
You can typically find information on the official Divine Science organization's website, which often
lists affiliated churches, study groups, and resources. Many centers also have their own websites
and social media presences.

Additional Resources
Here are 9 book titles related to Church of Divine Science, each starting with and followed by a
short description:

1. The Science of Mind
This foundational text by Ernest Holmes outlines the core principles of Divine Science, exploring the
power of thought, the nature of God, and how individuals can manifest their desires through
spiritual understanding and affirmative prayer. It delves into the idea that our thoughts create our
reality and provides practical guidance for aligning our consciousness with the divine. The book
emphasizes the importance of faith, positive affirmation, and the inherent divine spark within every
person.

2. This Thing Called You
Another significant work by Ernest Holmes, this book focuses on the individual's relationship with
the divine and their unique place in the universe. It encourages readers to recognize their inherent
worth and their connection to the universal Spirit, guiding them towards self-discovery and the
realization of their spiritual potential. The narrative is accessible and inspiring, making complex
spiritual concepts relatable for everyday life.

3. Creative Unconscious
This title likely explores the subconscious mind's role in manifestation and spiritual growth within
the Divine Science framework. It would delve into how our unconscious beliefs and patterns
influence our experiences and how to reprogram them for positive outcomes. The book might offer
techniques for accessing and harnessing the creative power of the unconscious for personal
transformation.

4. Living the Science of Mind



This book would offer practical applications and daily practices derived from the teachings of Divine
Science. It would likely provide actionable steps and examples of how to integrate the principles of
the Science of Mind into everyday life for greater well-being, success, and spiritual fulfillment. The
content would aim to bridge the gap between theory and practice, empowering readers to actively
live their spiritual beliefs.

5. Meditations for the Soul
This title suggests a collection of guided meditations or reflective writings designed to deepen one's
spiritual connection and inner peace, aligning with Divine Science principles. It would offer
exercises and contemplations to cultivate positive states of mind, overcome challenges, and affirm
divine presence. The aim is to provide solace, inspiration, and tools for spiritual nourishment.

6. The Power of Affirmation
This book would thoroughly explore the science and practice of affirmations as taught within Divine
Science. It would explain how to craft effective affirmative statements and the underlying principles
that make them potent tools for changing one's reality. Readers would learn how to use affirmations
to reprogram their minds and manifest their desired outcomes.

7. Prosperity Through Divine Law
This title points to a book that would focus on the Divine Science principles related to financial
abundance and material well-being. It would teach how to apply spiritual laws and mental
techniques to attract prosperity and overcome financial limitations. The book would likely emphasize
that prosperity is a divine right and achievable through right thinking and spiritual alignment.

8. The Mystical Christ
This work would likely explore the spiritual teachings of Jesus from the perspective of Divine
Science, emphasizing his inner teachings and the Christ consciousness within each individual. It
would delve into the universal principles of love, healing, and spiritual awakening attributed to
Jesus, rather than focusing solely on historical or dogmatic interpretations. The aim is to understand
the timeless wisdom of the Christ essence.

9. Divine Healing: A Practical Approach
This book would likely present the Divine Science perspective on healing, focusing on the mind-body
connection and the power of spiritual belief to promote wellness. It would offer practical methods
and case studies of how affirmative prayer and conscious connection to the divine can facilitate
healing. The emphasis would be on the individual's innate capacity for wholeness through spiritual
understanding.
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