ARGUMENTS AGAINST MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS

ARGUMENTS AGAINST MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN A TOPIC OF DEBATE AMONG EDUCATORS, POLICYMAKERS, AND
PARENTS FOR MANY YEARS. W/HILE MUSIC EDUCATION IS OFTEN PRAISED FOR ITS POTENTIAL BENEFITS IN COGNITIVE
DEVELOPMENT AND CULTURAL ENRICHMENT, THERE ARE SEVERAL CONCERNS AND CRITICISMS ABOUT ITS PLACE WITHIN THE
SCHOOL CURRICULUM. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES VARIOUS PERSPECTIVES ON WHY SOME ARGUE AGAINST THE INCLUSION OR
PRIORITIZATION OF MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS. KEY ISSUES INCLUDE BUDGET CONSTRAINTS, ACADEMIC PRIORITIES, RESOURCE
ALLOCATION, AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MUSIC PROGRAMS IN ACHIEVING EDUCATIONAL GOALS. ADDITIONALLY, THE
DISCUSSION TOUCHES UPON CHALLENGES RELATED TO EQUITABLE ACCESS AND THE IMPACT ON OTHER SUBJECTS. THE
FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL DELVE INTO THESE ARGUMENTS IN DETAIL, PROVIDING A COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF THE CONCERNS
SURROUNDING MUSIC EDUCATION IN EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

FINANCIAL AND RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS

e AcADEMIC PrIORITIZATION AND CURRICULUM Focus
® ACCESSIBILITY AND INEQUALITY ISSUES

o EFFECTIVENESS AND EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES

o ALTERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL PRIORITIES

FINANCIAL AND ReEsoURCE CONSTRAINTS

ONE OF THE MOST PROMINENT ARGUMENTS AGAINST MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS REVOLVES AROUND THE FINANCIAL AND
RESOURCE LIMITATIONS FACED BY EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS. FUNDING FOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS IS OFTEN LIMITED, AND
ADMINISTRATORS MUST MAKE DIFFICULT DECISIONS ABOUT HOW TO ALLOCATE RESOURCES MOST EFFECTIVELY. CRITICS ARGUE
THAT MUSIC PROGRAMS CAN BE EXPENSIVE TO MAINTAIN, REQUIRING INVESTMENT IN INSTRUMENTS, SPECIALIZED TEACHERS, AND
FACILITIES THAT MAY DIVERT FUNDS FROM CORE ACADEMIC SUBJECTS.

CosT OF INSTRUMENTS AND EQUIPMENT

MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS OFTEN NECESSITATE PURCHASING AND MAINTAINING A VARIETY OF INSTRUMENTS, SHEET MUSIC,
AND TECHNOLOGY. THESE COSTS CAN QUICKLY ACCUMULATE, PARTICULARLY FOR SCHOOLS SERVING LOW-INCOME
COMMUNITIES WHERE BUDGETS ARE ALREADY STRETCHED THIN. CRITICS CONTEND THAT THESE EXPENDITURES MAY NOT PROVIDE
A SUFFICIENT RETURN ON INVESTMENT COMPARED TO OTHER EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.

SPECIALIZED STAFFING REQUIREMENTS

QUALIFIED MUSIC EDUCATORS TYPICALLY REQUIRE SPECIALIZED TRAINING AND CERTIFICATIONS, WHICH CAN LEAD TO HIGHER
STAFFING COSTS. SOME SCHOOLS STRUGGLE TO HIRE AND RETAIN COMPETENT MUSIC TEACHERS, ESPECIALLY IN RURAL OR
UNDERFUNDED DISTRICTS. THIS CHALLENGE CAN LIMIT THE QUALITY AND CONSISTENCY OF MUSIC EDUCATION, RAISING
QUESTIONS ABOUT ITS FEASIBILITY IN MANY SCHOOL SETTINGS.

FACILITY AND MAINTENANCE COSTS

MUSIC PROGRAMS OFTEN NEED DEDICATED SPACES SUCH AS REHEARSAL ROOMS, PERFORMANCE HALLS, AND STORAGE FOR
INSTRUMENTS. MAINTAINING THESE FACILITIES ADDS ADDITIONAL COSTS RELATED TO UTILITIES, REPAIRS, AND SECURITY.
CRITICS ARGUE THAT THESE EXPENSES MAY NOT JUSTIFY THE BENEFITS WHEN COMPARED TO PRESSING INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS IN



OTHER ACADEMIC AREAS.

AcADEMIC PriorITIZATION AND CURRICULUM Focus

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT ARGUMENT AGAINST MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS PERTAINS TO ACADEMIC PRIORITIES. WITH
INCREASING PRESSURE ON SCHOOLS TO IMPROVE PERFORMANCE IN STANDARDIZED TESTS AND CORE SUBJECTS LIKE MATHEMATICS,
SCIENCE, AND LITERACY, SOME EDUCATORS AND POLICYMAKERS BELIEVE THAT MUSIC EDUCATION SHOULD TAKE A BACKSEAT.

EMPHASIS oN Core ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

CORE ACADEMIC AREAS OFTEN RECEIVE THE MAJORITY OF INSTRUCTIONAL TIME AND RESOURCES DUE TO THEIR DIRECT IMPACT ON
STUDENTS’ FUTURE EDUCATIONAL AND CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. CRITICS ARGUE THAT MUSIC EDUCATION, WHILE CULTURALLY
ENRICHING, DOES NOT CONTRIBUTE AS DIRECTLY TO MEASURABLE ACADEMIC SUCCESS AND SHOULD NOT COMPETE FOR LIMITED
INSTRUCTIONAL TIME.

IMPACT ON INSTRUCTIONAL TIME

INCLUDING MUSIC EDUCATION IN THE CURRICULUM MAY REDUCE THE TIME AVAILABLE FOR SUBJECTS DEEMED MORE CRITICAL FOR
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT. SOME ARGUE THAT THIS TRADE-OFF CAN NEGATIVELY AFFECT STUDENTS’ MASTERY OF ESSENTIAL
SKILLS, ESPECIALLY IN SCHOOLS WHERE INSTRUCTIONAL TIME IS ALREADY LIMITED.

PRESSURE FROM STANDARDIZED TESTING

THE EMPHASIS ON STANDARDIZED TESTING IN MANY EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS CREATES AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE SUBJECTS THAT
ARE TESTED RECEIVE MORE FOCUS. MUSIC EDUCATION IS TYPICALLY NOT INCLUDED IN THESE ASSESSMENTS, LEADING SOME TO
VIEW IT AS A LOWER PRIORITY AND AN EXPENDABLE PART OF THE CURRICULUM.

ACCESSIBILITY AND INEQUALITY ISSUES

ACCESSIBILITY CONCERNS FORM ANOTHER ARGUMENT AGAINST MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS. THERE ARE DISPARITIES IN HOW
MUSIC PROGRAMS ARE OFFERED AND ACCESSED, WHICH CAN PERPETUATE INEQUALITY AMONG STUDENTS FROM DIFFERENT
SOCIOECONOMIC BACKGROUNDS.

UNEQUAL Access To Music PROGRAMS

NOT ALL SCHOOLS CAN AFFORD COMPREHENSIVE MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS, LEADING TO UNEQUAL ACCESS BASED ON
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION AND FUNDING LEVELS. SCHOOLS IN AFFLUENT AREAS MAY OFFER EXTENSIVE MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES,
WHILE OTHERS MAY HAVE LIMITED OR NO MUSIC INSTRUCTION, CREATING AN UNEVEN PLAYING FIELD FOR STUDENTS.

SOCIOECONOMIC BARRIERS

PARTICIPATION IN MUSIC EDUCATION SOMETIMES REQUIRES ADDITIONAL COSTS OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL, SUCH AS PRIVATE
LESSONS OR PURCHASING PERSONAL INSTRUMENTS, WHICH CAN EXCLUDE STUDENTS FROM LOW ~INCOME FAMILIES. CRITICS ARGUE
THAT THIS UNDERMINES THE GOAL OF PROVIDING EQUITABLE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL STUDENTS.



CULTURAL REPRESENTATION AND RELEVANCE

SOME CRITICS HIGHLIGHT THAT TRADITIONAL MUSIC CURRICULA MAY NOT ADEQUATELY REFLECT THE DIVERSE CULTURAL
BACKGROUNDS OF THE STUDENT POPULATION. THIS LACK OF CULTURAL RELEVANCE CAN DIMINISH ENGAGEMENT AND THE
PERCEIVED VALUE OF MUSIC EDUCATION FOR SOME STUDENTS.

EFFECTIVENESS AND EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES

QUESTIONS ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MUSIC EDUCATION IN ACHIEVING EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES ALSO UNDERPIN
ARGUMENTS AGAINST ITS INCLUSION IN SCHOOLS. CRITICS SCRUTINIZE THE EVIDENCE SUPPORTING THE BENEFITS OF MUSIC
PROGRAMS AND THEIR IMPACT ON STUDENT DEVELOPMENT.

LAck oF CoNcLUSIVE EVIDENCE

W/HILE SOME STUDIES SUGGEST POSITIVE CORRELATIONS BETWEEN MUSIC EDUCATION AND COGNITIVE SKILLS, CRITICS POINT
OUT THAT THE EVIDENCE IS NOT ALWAYS CONSISTENT OR CONCLUSIVE. THEY ARGUE THAT RESOURCES MIGHT BE BETTER
INVESTED IN PROGRAMS WITH CLEARER, MORE MEASURABLE BENEFITS FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND SKILL DEVELOPMENT.

LiMITED TRANSFERABILITY OF SKILLS

OPPONENTS ARGUE THAT SKILLS DEVELOPED THROUGH MUSIC EDUCATION MAY NOT ALWAYS TRANSFER EFFECTIVELY TO OTHER
ACADEMIC OR LIFE SKILLS. THEY QUESTION WHETHER MUSIC INSTRUCTION SIGNIFICANTLY ENHANCES ABILITIES SUCH AS CRITICAL
THINKING, PROBLEM~SOLVING, OR LITERACY IN A WAY THAT JUSTIFIES ITS PRIORITIZATION.

V ARIABLE PROGRAM QUALITY

THE QUALITY OF MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS CAN VARY WIDELY BETWEEN SCHOOLS, AFFECTING THE CONSISTENCY OF
OUTCOMES. POORLY IMPLEMENTED PROGRAMS MAY FAIL TO DELIVER MEANINGFUL BENEFITS, LEADING TO SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE
OVERALL VALUE OF MUSIC EDUCATION IN THE SCHOOL SYSTEM.

ALTERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL PRIORITIES

FINALLY/ SOME ARGUMENTS AGAINST MUSIC EDUCATION CENTER ON THE NEED TO PRIORITIZE ALTERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS THAT MAY HAVE MORE DIRECT OR IMMEDIATE BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS’ FUTURES.

Focus on STEM EbucATION

THE GROWING EMPHASIS ON SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND MATHEMATICS (STEM) EDUCATION REFLECTS WORKFORCE
DEMANDS AND ECONOMIC TRENDS. CRITICS ARGUE THAT SCHOOLS SHOULD PRIORITIZE STEM SUBJECTS TO BETTER PREPARE
STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN HIGH-DEMAND FIELDS, POTENTIALLY AT THE EXPENSE OF MUSIC EDUCATION.

SupPPORT FOR CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) PROGRAMS OFFER PRACTICAL SKILLS TRAINING THAT CAN LEAD DIRECTLY TO
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES. SOME BELIEVE THAT INVESTING IN CTE YIELDS MORE TANGIBLE BENEFITS FOR STUDENTS,
ESPECIALLY THOSE NOT PURSUING TRADITIONAL ACADEMIC PATHWAYS.



ENHANCEMENT OF SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING

W/ ITH INCREASED AW ARENESS OF MENTAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING (SEL), SCHOOLS MAY CHOOSE TO
ALLOCATE TIME AND RESOURCES TO PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS THESE NEEDS MORE DIRECTLY. CRITICS SUGGEST THAT, WHILE
MUSIC CAN CONTRIBUTE TO SEL, OTHER TARGETED PROGRAMS MIGHT BE MORE EFFECTIVE.

SUMMARY OF KEY ARGUMENTS

FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS LIMIT THE FEASIBILITY OF MAINTAINING ROBUST MUSIC PROGRAMS.

® ACADEMIC PRIORITIES OFTEN FAVOR CORE SUBJECTS AND STANDARDIZED TESTING REQUIREMENTS.
e ACCESS TO MUSIC EDUCATION IS UNEVEN, POTENTIALLY EXACERBATING INEQUALITIES.
® THE EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS OF MUSIC PROGRAMS ARE SOMETIMES UNCLEAR OR INCONSISTENT.

e ALTERNATIVE PROGRAMS LIKE STEM, CTE, AND SEL MAY OFFER MORE IMMEDIATE ADVANTAGES.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT ARE COMMON ARGUMENTS AGAINST INCLUDING MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOL
CURRICULUMS?

COMMON ARGUMENTS AGAINST MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS INCLUDE BUDGET CONSTRAINTS, PRIORITIZING CORE ACADEMIC
SUBJECTS, LACK OF QUALIFIED TEACHERS, AND THE BELIEF THAT MUSIC IS A NON-ESSENTIAL SKILL COMPARED TO SUBJECTS LIKE
MATH OR SCIENCE.

W/HY DO SOME PEOPLE BELIEVE MUSIC EDUCATION IS NOT ESSENTIAL IN SCHOOLS?

SOME BELIEVE MUSIC EDUCATION IS NOT ESSENTIAL BECAUSE THEY VIEW IT AS AN EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITY RATHER THAN A
FUNDAMENTAL PART OF ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT, SUGGESTING THAT LIMITED SCHOOL RESOURCES SHOULD FOCUS ON SUBJECTS
THAT DIRECTLY IMPACT STUDENTS' FUTURE CAREER PROSPECTS.

How DO BUDGET ISSUES AFFECT THE IMPLEMENTATION OF MUSIC PROGRAMS IN
SCHOOLS?

BUDGET CONSTRAINTS OFTEN LEAD SCHOOLS TO CUT OR REDUCE MUSIC PROGRAMS BECAUSE THEY REQUIRE FUNDING FOR
INSTRUMENTS, MATERIALS, AND SPECIALIZED TEACHERS, WHICH SOME ARGUE COULD BE BETTER SPENT ON CORE ACADEMIC
SUBJECTS OR TECHNOLOGY.

\W/HAT CONCERNS DO OPPONENTS HAVE ABOUT THE EFFECTIVENESS OF MUSIC
EDUCATION?

OPPONENTS SOMETIMES ARGUE THAT MUSIC EDUCATION HAS LIMITED MEASURABLE IMPACT ON ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT AND
THAT TIME SPENT ON MUSIC COULD BE BETTER USED TO IMPROVE LITERACY, NUMERACY, OR SCIENCE SKILLS.

ARE THERE ARGUMENTS RELATED TO EQUITY AND ACCESS IN MUSIC EDUCATION



DEBATES?

YES, SOME ARGUE THAT MUSIC EDUCATION PROGRAMS OFTEN FAVOR STUDENTS FROM MORE AFFLUENT BACKGROUNDS WHO CAN
AFFORD PRIVATE LESSONS AND INSTRUMENTS, POTENTIALLY EXACERBATING INEQUALITIES RATHER THAN PROVIDING EQUAL
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL STUDENTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. THe CASE AGAINST Music EpucATION: PrioriITIZING CORE ACADEMICS

THIS BOOK ARGUES THAT MUSIC EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS DIVERTS VALUABLE TIME AND RESOURCES AWAY FROM ESSENTIAL
ACADEMIC SUBJECTS SUCH AS MATH, SCIENCE, AND LITERACY. THE AUTHOR CONTENDS THAT WHILE MUSIC IS CULTURALLY
ENRICHING, IT SHOULD BE PURSUED AS A HOBBY RATHER THAN A MANDATORY PART OF THE SCHOOL CURRICULUM. THE BOOK
PRESENTS DATA SUGGESTING THAT SCHOOLS WITH HEAVY EMPHASIS ON MUSIC PROGRAMS SOMETIMES SEE LOWER
STANDARDIZED TEST SCORES.

2. WHen NoTes DISTRACT: THE IMPACT oF Music CLASSES ON ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE

FOCUSING ON THE POTENTIAL DISTRACTIONS CAUSED BY MUSIC EDUCATION, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES HOW MUSIC CLASSES CAN
INTERFERE WITH STUDENTS' FOCUS ON CORE SUBJECTS. |T REVIEWS STUDIES INDICATING THAT STUDENTS INVOLVED IN
EXTENSIVE MUSIC PROGRAMS MAY EXPERIENCE INCREASED STRESS AND DIVIDED ATTENTION. |HE AUTHOR ADVOCATES FOR
LIMITING MUSIC EDUCATION IN FAVOR OF ENHANCING ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT.

3. BUDGET BATTLES: WHY Music EDUCATION DRAINS SCHoOOL RESOURCES

THIS VOLUME EXPLORES THE FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF MAINTAINING MUSIC PROGRAMS IN PUBLIC SCHOOLS. |T HIGHLIGHTS
HOW COSTLY INSTRUMENTS, SPECIALIZED INSTRUCTORS, AND PERFORMANCE EVENTS STRAIN ALREADY TIGHT SCHOOL BUDGETS.
THE AUTHOR MAKES THE CASE THAT FUNDS ALLOCATED TO MUSIC EDUCATION COULD BE BETTER SPENT IMPROVING LITERACY
AND NUMERACY EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS.

4. EbUCATIONAL PRIORITIES: REASSESSING THE ROLE OF MUSIC IN SCHOOLS

THIS BOOK CRITIQUES THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF MUSIC PROGRAMS, QUESTIONING THEIR RELEVANCE IN PREPARING STUDENTS
FOR THE MODERN WORKFORCE. |T ARGUES THAT SCHOOLS SHOULD PRIORITIZE STEM (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, AND
MATH) SUBJECTS, WHICH HAVE CLEARER LINKS TO CAREER OPPORTUNITIES. THE AUTHOR SUGGESTS THAT MUSIC EDUCATION,
WHILE ENJOYABLE, SHOULD NOT BE PRIORITIZED OVER MORE PRACTICAL SKILLS.

5. Sounping OFr: THE DesaTe Over MANDATORY Music CLASSES

ADDRESSING THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING COMPULSORY MUSIC EDUCATION, THIS BOOK PRESENTS VIEWPOINTS FROM
EDUCATORS AND PARENTS WHO OPPOSE MANDATORY MUSIC CLASSES. |T DISCUSSES CONCERNS ABOUT FORCING STUDENTS
WHO LACK INTEREST OR APTITUDE IN MUSIC TO PARTICIPATE, POTENTIALLY LEADING TO DISENGAGEMENT. THE TEXT
ADVOCATES FOR OPTIONAL MUSIC PROGRAMS RATHER THAN REQUIREMENTS.

6. Beyonp THE MeLopy: (QQUESTIONING THE BENEFITS oF ScHooL MusIC PROGRAMS

THIS BOOK CHALLENGES THE COMMONLY HELD BELIEF THAT MUSIC EDUCATION UNIVERSALLY BENEFITS COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT
AND SOCIAL SKILLS. |T CRITIQUES RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES AND POINTS OUT INCONSISTENCIES IN CLAIMS ABOUT MUSIC'S
POSITIVE EFFECTS. THE AUTHOR CALLS FOR A MORE CRITICAL APPROACH TO INTEGRATING MUSIC INTO THE EDUCATIONAL
SYSTEM.

7. DisTrACTION OR DEVELOPMENT? THE Hippen CosTS oF Music EDUCATION

EXPLORING THE LESS VISIBLE DRAWBACKS OF MUSIC EDUCATION, THIS BOOK EXAMINES HOW TIME SPENT IN MUSIC CLASSES MAY
REDUCE TIME ALLOCATED FOR PHYSICAL EDUCATION, ARTS, AND OTHER EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. IT ALSO DISCUSSES
HOW MUSIC PROGRAMS CAN CREATE SOCIAL DIVISIONS AMONG STUDENTS BASED ON SKILL LEVELS. THE BOOK ARGUES FOR A
BALANCED CURRICULUM THAT DOES NOT OVEREMPHASIZE MUSIC.

8. THE SILENCE ARGUMENT: ADVOCATING FOR ACADEMIC Focus WiTHouT Music

THIS BOOK PROMOTES THE IDEA THAT SCHOOLS SHOULD ELIMINATE MUSIC PROGRAMS TO FOSTER AN ENVIRONMENT MORE
CONDUCIVE TO ACADEMIC CONCENTRATION. |T SUGGESTS THAT REMOVING MUSIC CLASSES CAN HELP REDUCE NOISE
DISTRACTIONS AND STREAMLINE SCHOOL SCHEDULES. THE AUTHOR PRESENTS CASE STUDIES FROM SCHOOLS THAT HAVE
REDUCED OR CUT MUSIC EDUCATION WITH POSITIVE ACADEMIC OUTCOMES.

Q. STrRINGS ATTACHED: THE CULTURAL BIASES BeHIND MUsIC EDUCATION



THIS BOOK CRITIQUES MUSIC EDUCATION FOR OFTEN REFLECTING AND PERPETUATING CULTURAL BIASES, FAVORING \WESTERN
CLASSICAL TRADITIONS OVER DIVERSE MUSICAL EXPRESSIONS. |T ARGUES THAT THIS NARROW FOCUS CAN ALIENATE STUDENTS
FROM DIFFERENT BACKGROUNDS AND LIMIT CULTURAL INCLUSIVITY. THE AUTHOR ADVOCATES RECONSIDERING THE ROLE OF
MUSIC IN SCHOOLS OR RESTRUCTURING IT TO AVOID CULTURAL FAVORITISM.
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