
the devil and daniel webster analysis
the devil and daniel webster analysis offers a comprehensive exploration of
Stephen Vincent Benét’s renowned short story, focusing on its themes,
characters, and literary elements. This analysis delves into the moral and
cultural implications embedded in the narrative, highlighting the conflict
between good and evil, as well as the significance of justice and redemption.
By examining the plot structure, symbolism, and character development, the
article illuminates how Benét’s work reflects American values and folklore.
This detailed examination also considers the historical context and the
author’s stylistic choices, providing a deeper understanding of the story’s
enduring appeal. Readers will gain insight into the legal and ethical
dimensions portrayed in the tale, emphasizing the role of Daniel Webster as a
symbol of righteousness. The following sections break down the core aspects
of the devil and daniel webster analysis for a thorough comprehension of this
classic literary piece.

Plot Summary and Context

Themes and Motifs

Character Analysis

Symbolism and Literary Devices

Historical and Cultural Significance

Legal and Moral Interpretations

Plot Summary and Context
The devil and daniel webster analysis begins with an overview of the story’s
plot and its setting within early American folklore. The narrative centers on
Jabez Stone, a struggling farmer who, in desperation, sells his soul to the
devil in exchange for prosperity. When the devil comes to claim his due,
Daniel Webster, a famed orator and lawyer, steps in to defend Stone in a
dramatic trial. The story unfolds in a distinctly American context, blending
elements of legend, folklore, and moral allegory.

Understanding the plot is essential to appreciating the story’s deeper
meanings and the characters’ motivations, as well as the cultural backdrop
against which the events take place.



Themes and Motifs
The devil and daniel webster analysis reveals several prominent themes that
resonate throughout the story. Central among these is the battle between good
and evil, as embodied by the characters of the devil and Daniel Webster. The
narrative also explores themes of redemption, justice, and the power of
eloquence and law.

Good versus Evil
The story dramatizes the classic conflict between moral righteousness and
malevolence. The devil represents temptation and corruption, while Daniel
Webster symbolizes integrity and the triumph of good over evil.

Justice and Redemption
Justice serves as a critical theme, with the courtroom trial representing a
moral battleground. Redemption is possible through courage, wit, and
adherence to higher principles, as demonstrated by Webster’s defense of Jabez
Stone.

American Identity and Patriotism
Motifs of American folklore and patriotism permeate the story, showcasing the
values of freedom, individualism, and the rule of law as foundational
elements of the nation’s character.

Character Analysis
In the devil and daniel webster analysis, character examination provides
insight into their symbolic and narrative roles. The three main
characters—Jabez Stone, Daniel Webster, and the devil—each embody distinct
traits that drive the story’s moral and thematic development.

Jabez Stone
Jabez Stone is portrayed as a flawed but ultimately sympathetic figure. His
bargain with the devil reflects human weakness and desperation, yet his
plight invites empathy and a desire for salvation.

Daniel Webster
Daniel Webster stands as a symbol of American justice, eloquence, and moral



fortitude. His role as the defense attorney is pivotal, showcasing his
intelligence, patriotism, and belief in the power of the law to overcome
evil.

The Devil
The devil represents the archetype of temptation and evil, embodying cunning
and malice. His character is both fearsome and charismatic, creating dramatic
tension throughout the story.

Symbolism and Literary Devices
The devil and daniel webster analysis highlights the extensive use of
symbolism and literary techniques that enrich the narrative. These devices
emphasize the story’s moral questions and deepen its folklore quality.

Symbolism

The Contract: Symbolizes the binding nature of sin and the consequences
of moral compromise.

The Trial: Represents the struggle for justice and the power of law and
rhetoric.

Daniel Webster: Embodies the spirit of American nationalism and ethical
resolve.

Literary Devices
Benét employs allegory to convey moral lessons and uses vivid imagery to
bring the supernatural elements to life. The use of dialogue and courtroom
drama heightens tension and emphasizes the story’s themes.

Historical and Cultural Significance
The devil and daniel webster analysis must consider the historical and
cultural context of the story’s creation. Written in the early 20th century,
the tale reflects American nationalism and the cultural milieu of the time.



Reflection of American Folklore
The story draws heavily on American folk traditions, reinterpreting them
through a literary lens to explore national identity and values. It serves as
a bridge between oral folklore and written literature.

Stephen Vincent Benét’s Influence
Benét's work contributed to a renewed interest in American myths and legends,
reinforcing themes of justice, patriotism, and moral integrity during a
period of social and political change.

Legal and Moral Interpretations
Legal and ethical dimensions are central to the devil and daniel webster
analysis, particularly regarding the courtroom trial that serves as the
story’s climax. The trial symbolizes the confrontation between law and evil,
reason and temptation.

The Role of Law and Justice
Daniel Webster’s defense demonstrates the ideal of justice prevailing through
reasoned argument and moral clarity. The story suggests that law is a
powerful tool against corruption and evil forces.

Moral Lessons
The narrative conveys lessons about the dangers of making unethical bargains
and the possibility of redemption through courage and virtue. It emphasizes
the importance of standing up for what is right even against overwhelming
odds.

Key Takeaways

The story illustrates the consequences of moral compromise and the
enduring struggle between good and evil.

Justice is portrayed as achievable through eloquence, knowledge, and
ethical conviction.

American values of freedom and righteousness are central to the
narrative’s resolution.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'The Devil and Daniel
Webster'?
'The Devil and Daniel Webster' explores themes of good versus evil, the power
of redemption, and the value of justice and patriotism in American folklore.

How does Stephen Vincent Benét portray Daniel
Webster in the story?
Daniel Webster is portrayed as a heroic and eloquent orator, embodying
American ideals of justice, patriotism, and moral integrity, who uses his wit
and legal skill to save Jabez Stone from the devil.

What role does the courtroom scene play in the
analysis of 'The Devil and Daniel Webster'?
The courtroom scene is central to the story, symbolizing a battle between
good and evil, where Webster’s eloquence and moral conviction triumph over
the devil’s deceit, highlighting themes of justice and redemption.

How does the story reflect American cultural values?
'The Devil and Daniel Webster' reflects American cultural values such as
individualism, justice, patriotism, and the belief in the power of rhetoric
and moral courage to overcome evil.

What is the significance of the character Jabez
Stone in the story?
Jabez Stone represents the everyman who makes a Faustian bargain out of
desperation, illustrating human flaws and the possibility of redemption
through the intervention of a moral and patriotic hero.

How does the story use folklore elements in its
narrative?
The story incorporates folklore elements such as a deal with the devil,
supernatural trials, and a larger-than-life hero, blending American history
with myth to create a timeless moral tale.

What literary devices are prominent in 'The Devil



and Daniel Webster'?
Benét employs devices such as symbolism, allegory, irony, and vivid imagery
to enhance the moral and thematic depth of the story, particularly in the
contrast between Webster and the devil.

Additional Resources
1. The Devil and Daniel Webster: A Critical Analysis
This book offers an in-depth examination of Stephen Vincent Benét’s famous
short story, focusing on its themes, characters, and moral implications. It
explores the portrayal of the devil and the legal battle that defines the
narrative, highlighting the cultural and historical context of the tale.
Readers gain insight into how folklore and American identity intertwine in
this classic work.

2. Faustian Bargains: The Devil in American Literature
Examining various American literary works, this book discusses the recurring
motif of deals with the devil, with a special emphasis on "The Devil and
Daniel Webster." It analyzes the symbolic meaning behind such pacts and their
reflection of human desires and fears. The book also compares Benét’s story
to other Faustian legends.

3. Stephen Vincent Benét and the American Myth
This study delves into Benét’s contribution to American literature, focusing
on his blending of folklore and national identity. "The Devil and Daniel
Webster" is analyzed as a pivotal work that captures the spirit of American
resilience and justice. The book also discusses Benét’s narrative style and
thematic concerns.

4. Good vs. Evil: The Devil in Literature and Culture
This comprehensive analysis explores the figure of the devil across various
cultural texts, including "The Devil and Daniel Webster." It discusses how
the devil symbolizes temptation, moral conflict, and the human condition. The
book provides a framework for understanding the devil’s role in storytelling
and societal values.

5. The Legal Duel: Law and Morality in The Devil and Daniel Webster
Focused on the courtroom drama aspect of the story, this book examines the
legal and ethical dimensions of the trial between Daniel Webster and the
devil. It highlights the interplay between law, justice, and morality, and
how these themes are dramatized in the narrative. The analysis also considers
the historical legal context of the period.

6. Folklore and Fantasy: The Roots of The Devil and Daniel Webster
This book traces the folk traditions and supernatural elements that inspired
Benét’s story. It discusses the use of myth, legend, and fantasy in shaping
the narrative and its characters. Readers gain a deeper understanding of how
folklore enriches the story’s themes and atmosphere.



7. The Devil in American Folklore and Literature
Offering a broad overview, this book situates "The Devil and Daniel Webster"
within the larger tradition of American devil tales. It explores common
motifs and variations in stories involving the devil, emphasizing regional
and cultural differences. The analysis highlights the story’s unique
contribution to this genre.

8. Daniel Webster: The Man Behind the Legend
This biography examines the real-life figure of Daniel Webster and how his
persona influenced Benét’s fictional character. The book contrasts historical
facts with literary embellishments, providing insight into Webster’s legacy
in American history and literature. It also discusses the symbolic
significance of his portrayal in the story.

9. The Devil’s Advocate: Moral Ambiguity in The Devil and Daniel Webster
Focusing on the story’s complex moral questions, this book explores the
ambiguous nature of good and evil as depicted in Benét’s work. It analyzes
the characters’ motivations and the ethical dilemmas they face, encouraging
readers to reflect on the nuances of justice and redemption. The study
highlights the story’s relevance to contemporary moral debates.
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