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on the sidewalk bleeding answer key provides a comprehensive guide to
understanding the short story "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" by Evan Hunter. This
article delves into the critical aspects of the story, such as its plot,
themes, characters, and literary devices. It is designed to assist students,
educators, and literature enthusiasts in grasping the deeper meanings and
elements of the narrative. The answer key discussed here facilitates an in-
depth analysis of the protagonist's struggles and the societal commentary
embedded in the story. Readers will find explanations of key events and
thematic interpretations that enhance comprehension. Additionally, the
article outlines discussion questions and answers that highlight essential
points. Following this introduction, a structured table of contents guides
through the main sections of this detailed answer key.
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Overview of "On the Sidewalk Bleeding"
"On the Sidewalk Bleeding" is a poignant short story that explores themes of
identity, violence, and social prejudice. Set in an urban environment, it
centers on a young gang member named Andy, who lies bleeding on the sidewalk
after being stabbed. The narrative highlights the tragic consequences of gang
affiliation and societal labels. The story's concise yet powerful portrayal
of Andy’s final moments invites readers to reflect on human dignity and the
value of life beyond stereotypes. This overview sets the foundation for a
detailed examination of the story’s core components within the on the
sidewalk bleeding answer key framework.

Plot Summary and Analysis
The plot of "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" unfolds over a brief time span,
focusing on Andy’s experience after being stabbed. The story begins with



Andy, a member of the Royals gang, bleeding on the sidewalk, struggling to
survive while contemplating his identity beyond gang membership. Despite his
pleas for help, bystanders ignore him due to his gang jacket, illustrating
the social stigma attached to his affiliation.

Key Plot Events

Andy is stabbed by a rival gang member.

He lies on the sidewalk, bleeding and helpless.

People pass by but refuse to assist because of his gang jacket.

Andy removes his jacket, trying to reveal his true self beyond the gang.

He dies alone, symbolizing the fatal consequences of societal judgment.

This plot emphasizes the tragic intersection of identity and societal
perception, making it central to the story’s message and the on the sidewalk
bleeding answer key.

Main Characters and Their Significance
The characters in "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" are few but deeply symbolic. The
on the sidewalk bleeding answer key identifies the protagonist and supporting
figures that illustrate the story’s themes.

Andy
Andy is the protagonist, a teenage gang member whose identity crisis drives
the story. His struggle to separate his personal identity from his gang
affiliation is a critical element. Andy’s reflections and actions reveal his
desire to be seen as more than just a gang member.

Supporting Characters
The other characters, including the bystanders and the police officer,
represent societal attitudes toward gang members. Their indifference and
prejudice underscore the themes of alienation and judgment.

Bystanders – Their refusal to help Andy illustrates societal prejudice.



The police officer – Symbolizes authority but also the failure to see
Andy as an individual.

Gang Members – Represent the dangerous loyalty and identity tied to
gangs.

Themes and Symbolism
The on the sidewalk bleeding answer key highlights several prominent themes
and symbols that enrich the story’s meaning.

Identity and Self-Perception
Central to the story is Andy’s internal conflict regarding his identity. The
gang jacket symbolizes the label imposed on him by society, which he tries to
shed to reveal his true self. This theme invites reflection on how external
labels affect personal identity.

Violence and Its Consequences
The story exposes the harsh realities and fatal outcomes of gang violence.
Andy’s death serves as a cautionary tale about the costs of such
affiliations.

Social Prejudice and Alienation
Passersby ignore Andy because of his gang jacket, representing how society
often dismisses individuals based on stereotypes. The story critiques this
social alienation and the lack of empathy it breeds.

Symbolism

The Royal Jacket: Symbolizes gang identity and societal labels.

The Sidewalk: Represents a public space where judgment and indifference
play out.

Blood: Signifies both physical injury and the consequences of violence.



Literary Devices and Style
Evan Hunter’s use of literary devices in "On the Sidewalk Bleeding" enhances
the story’s emotional impact and thematic depth. The on the sidewalk bleeding
answer key identifies key stylistic elements employed by the author.

Point of View
The story is told from a third-person limited perspective focused on Andy,
allowing readers to experience his thoughts and emotions intimately. This
viewpoint fosters empathy and emphasizes his isolation.

Imagery and Symbolism
Vivid imagery describes the setting and Andy’s physical state, evoking a
sense of urgency and despair. Symbolism, especially through the gang jacket,
conveys layered meanings about identity and society.

Irony
There is situational irony in Andy’s death, as his attempts to be recognized
as an individual fail due to the very symbol he tries to discard. This irony
underscores the tragic nature of the story.

Concise Language
The story’s brevity and straightforward language contribute to its powerful
and accessible message. The clear, concise prose ensures the themes resonate
effectively.

Discussion Questions and Answers
The on the sidewalk bleeding answer key includes essential discussion
questions designed to facilitate comprehension and critical thinking about
the story’s elements.

What does Andy’s gang jacket symbolize?1.
The jacket symbolizes Andy’s gang identity and the societal label that
defines and confines him. It represents the external perception that
overshadows his true self.

How does the story explore the theme of identity?2.



The story explores identity through Andy’s internal conflict and his
desire to be seen beyond his gang affiliation. It portrays how labels
can affect self-perception and social interactions.

Why do the bystanders refuse to help Andy?3.
Bystanders refuse to help because they judge Andy based on his gang
jacket, illustrating societal prejudice and fear of gang violence.

What is the significance of Andy removing his jacket?4.
Removing the jacket symbolizes Andy’s attempt to shed his gang identity
and reveal his true self, but tragically, it is too late to save him.

What message does the story convey about violence and society?5.
The story highlights the destructive consequences of violence and
societal indifference, urging readers to reconsider stereotypes and the
value of human life.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'On the Sidewalk
Bleeding'?
'On the Sidewalk Bleeding' explores themes of identity, gang violence, and
the consequences of stereotyping.

Who is the protagonist in 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding'
and what is his conflict?
The protagonist is Andy, a young gang member who is fatally wounded and
struggles with his identity beyond his gang affiliation.

Why is the purple jacket significant in 'On the
Sidewalk Bleeding'?
The purple jacket symbolizes Andy's gang membership, but also becomes a
source of misunderstanding and prejudice after he is injured.



How does the setting contribute to the story in 'On
the Sidewalk Bleeding'?
The urban setting highlights the harsh realities of gang life and the
isolation Andy experiences as he lies wounded on the sidewalk.

What is the importance of Andy’s realization at the
end of 'On the Sidewalk Bleeding'?
Andy realizes that he is more than just a gang member; this epiphany
underscores the story's message about individual identity beyond labels.

How does the author create tension in 'On the
Sidewalk Bleeding'?
The author uses Andy's worsening physical condition and the urgency of his
hope for help to build emotional tension throughout the story.

What lesson can readers learn from 'On the Sidewalk
Bleeding'?
Readers learn about the dangers of judging people solely by their
affiliations and the importance of recognizing individual humanity.

Additional Resources
1. “On the Sidewalk Bleeding” by Evan Hunter – Study Guide and Answer Key
This companion guide offers a comprehensive analysis of Evan Hunter’s short
story “On the Sidewalk Bleeding.” It includes chapter summaries, character
breakdowns, and thematic discussions. The answer key helps students and
educators check comprehension and explore the story’s deeper meanings related
to identity and violence.

2. “Understanding Short Stories: Themes and Analysis”
This book provides detailed explanations of common themes found in short
stories, including identity, conflict, and societal pressures. It uses “On
the Sidewalk Bleeding” as a case study to discuss how authors develop
characters and build tension. The guide is perfect for students seeking to
enhance their literary analysis skills.

3. “Evan Hunter: A Literary Biography”
This biography delves into the life and works of Evan Hunter, the author
behind “On the Sidewalk Bleeding.” It explores his writing style, influences,
and contributions to American literature. Readers gain insight into the
personal experiences that shaped his storytelling.

4. “Themes of Identity and Belonging in Contemporary Literature”



Focusing on the exploration of identity and social belonging, this book
examines a variety of literary works, including “On the Sidewalk Bleeding.”
It highlights how characters struggle with societal labels and personal
choices. The text encourages critical thinking about self-identity and
external perceptions.

5. “Short Story Companion: Analyzing Conflict and Character”
This resource focuses on dissecting the elements of conflict and character
development in short stories. Using examples like “On the Sidewalk Bleeding,”
it guides readers through understanding motivations and consequences within
narratives. It is an excellent tool for developing analytical writing skills.

6. “Violence and Youth in American Literature”
This book explores the portrayal of youth and violence in American fiction,
including the themes presented in “On the Sidewalk Bleeding.” It discusses
the social context behind these stories and their impact on readers. The text
provides a critical framework for understanding the role of violence in
character formation.

7. “Critical Perspectives on Evan Hunter’s Works”
A collection of essays and critiques that examine Evan Hunter’s literary
contributions, with a focus on “On the Sidewalk Bleeding.” The book offers
various interpretations and scholarly insights into his thematic concerns and
narrative techniques. It is valuable for advanced students and literary
critics.

8. “Literary Devices in Short Stories: A Practical Guide”
This guide breaks down the use of literary devices such as symbolism, irony,
and foreshadowing in short stories, featuring examples from “On the Sidewalk
Bleeding.” It provides exercises and answer keys to help readers identify and
understand these techniques. The book enhances appreciation and critical
analysis of literary texts.

9. “Social Issues in Literature: Exploring Youth, Violence, and Identity”
This book addresses how literature reflects and critiques social issues
relevant to youth, including violence and identity crises. Through the lens
of stories like “On the Sidewalk Bleeding,” it examines the societal
challenges faced by young characters. The text is designed to foster
discussion and awareness of contemporary social problems through literary
study.
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