
what to do with a speech pathology degree

what to do with a speech pathology degree is a question many graduates and prospective
students consider when entering this dynamic and rewarding field. A speech pathology degree opens
doors to numerous career paths beyond traditional clinical roles, offering opportunities in education,
research, healthcare, and even technology. Understanding the various options for employment and
further specialization can help maximize the value of the degree and align career goals with
personal interests. This article explores core career options, certification requirements, alternative
roles, and further education possibilities for those wondering what to do with a speech pathology
degree. It also highlights emerging trends and tips for success in this evolving profession. Below is a
detailed table of contents to guide through the comprehensive overview of this topic.
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Career Opportunities with a Speech Pathology Degree
A speech pathology degree primarily prepares graduates to become speech-language pathologists,
professionals who assess, diagnose, and treat communication disorders. These disorders can include
difficulties with speech, language, voice, swallowing, and cognitive-communication across all age
groups. The degree equips students with the knowledge and skills necessary for clinical practice in
various settings.

Clinical Practice Settings
Speech-language pathologists work in diverse environments depending on their area of expertise
and interest. Common settings include:

Hospitals and Rehabilitation Centers: Providing therapy to patients recovering from
strokes, traumatic brain injuries, or surgeries affecting communication or swallowing.

Schools: Supporting children with speech and language delays or disorders to enhance their
academic and social success.

Private Clinics: Offering individualized therapy services for clients across the lifespan.



Home Health Care: Delivering in-home therapy for patients with mobility or transportation
challenges.

Skilled Nursing Facilities: Assisting elderly patients with communication or swallowing
issues related to aging or illness.

Specialized Areas Within Speech Pathology
Graduates can choose to specialize in areas such as pediatric speech therapy, neurogenic
communication disorders, voice therapy, fluency disorders, or swallowing disorders. Specialization
often requires additional certifications or clinical experience but can enhance career prospects and
professional fulfillment.

Certification and Licensing Requirements
Obtaining the appropriate certifications and licenses is essential to practice as a speech-language
pathologist legally and ethically in the United States and many other countries. These credentials
validate competency and commitment to professional standards.

American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA)
Certification
The Certificate of Clinical Competence in Speech-Language Pathology (CCC-SLP) from ASHA is a
widely recognized credential. To earn the CCC-SLP, candidates must:

Complete a master's degree or higher in speech-language pathology accredited by the Council1.
on Academic Accreditation (CAA).

Complete a supervised clinical fellowship, typically lasting about 36 weeks.2.

Pass the Praxis Examination in Speech-Language Pathology.3.

Maintain continuing education to keep the certification current.4.

State Licensure
In addition to ASHA certification, speech-language pathologists must obtain licensure from the state
where they intend to practice. Licensing requirements vary by state but generally include:

Proof of academic qualifications.

Completion of clinical fellowship hours.



Passing a state-approved exam or the Praxis test.

Adherence to state-specific ethical and professional standards.

Alternative Career Paths Beyond Clinical Practice
While clinical roles are the most common, a speech pathology degree offers versatility that can lead
to alternative career options. These paths utilize the specialized knowledge of communication
sciences and disorders in different contexts.

Research and Academia
Speech pathology graduates interested in advancing the understanding of communication disorders
may pursue careers in research or teaching. Positions include:

University faculty roles teaching future speech-language pathologists.

Research scientists conducting studies on speech, language development, or intervention
efficacy.

Program development specialists designing evidence-based therapy protocols.

Healthcare Administration and Policy
Graduates can work in administration roles managing speech therapy departments or clinics, or
contribute to healthcare policy development related to communication disorder services. These
positions require strong organizational and leadership skills.

Technology and Assistive Devices
Another growing area is the development and implementation of communication technologies, such
as augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) devices. Speech pathologists can collaborate
with engineers and software developers to improve these tools, enhancing accessibility for
individuals with speech impairments.

Corporate and Educational Consulting
Speech pathology professionals may serve as consultants for schools, corporations, or community
organizations, providing training on communication strategies, workplace communication skills, or
accommodations for individuals with speech and language disorders.



Further Education and Specialization Options
To expand career options or deepen expertise, graduates often pursue advanced degrees or
specialized certifications. These options provide opportunities for leadership, research, or clinical
specialization.

Doctoral Degrees
Doctor of Audiology (AuD), Doctor of Philosophy (PhD), or Doctor of Speech-Language Pathology
(SLPD) programs offer pathways into research, advanced clinical practice, or academic leadership.
Doctoral education involves rigorous coursework, research, and clinical training.

Specialty Certifications
Certifications such as Board Certified Specialist in Swallowing and Swallowing Disorders (BCS-S), or
fluency or pediatric specialties, enhance professional credentials and demonstrate expertise in niche
areas. These certifications typically require additional clinical hours and examinations.

Continuing Education
Ongoing professional development is crucial to stay current with best practices, new treatment
modalities, and technological advances. Many states and professional organizations mandate
continuing education units (CEUs) for license renewal.

Emerging Trends and Future Prospects
The field of speech pathology continues to evolve, influenced by advances in technology, healthcare
delivery models, and population needs. Understanding these trends can inform career decisions and
highlight areas of growth.

Telepractice and Remote Therapy
Telepractice has become an essential mode of service delivery, especially following the COVID-19
pandemic. It allows speech pathologists to reach clients in remote or underserved areas, offering
flexibility and expanding access to care.

Integration with Multidisciplinary Teams
Speech-language pathologists increasingly collaborate with occupational therapists, physical
therapists, educators, and medical professionals to provide holistic care, particularly in complex
cases involving neurological or developmental disorders.



Focus on Aging Populations
With an aging population, the demand for speech pathology services related to dementia, stroke
recovery, and swallowing disorders is expected to grow, creating new opportunities for practitioners
specializing in geriatric care.

Tips for Building a Successful Career in Speech
Pathology
Success in the field of speech pathology requires a combination of clinical expertise, communication
skills, and professional development. The following tips can help maximize career potential:

Gain Diverse Clinical Experience: Work with various populations and settings to broaden
skills and increase employability.

Network Professionally: Join organizations such as ASHA, attend conferences, and connect
with mentors to build relationships.

Stay Informed: Keep up with research, emerging treatments, and technological innovations
through journals and continuing education.

Develop Strong Communication Skills: Effective communication with clients, families, and
multidisciplinary teams is essential.

Pursue Specialization: Consider certifications or advanced degrees to differentiate expertise
and open new career paths.

Advocate for Clients: Engage in community outreach and support policies that improve
access to speech pathology services.

Frequently Asked Questions

What career options are available with a speech pathology
degree?
With a speech pathology degree, you can work as a licensed speech-language pathologist in schools,
hospitals, rehabilitation centers, nursing homes, private practices, or research institutions.

Can a speech pathology degree lead to opportunities in
research?
Yes, many speech pathology graduates pursue research roles focusing on communication disorders,



language development, neurogenic disorders, and innovative therapy techniques.

Is it possible to specialize within the field of speech
pathology?
Absolutely. Common specializations include working with pediatric or geriatric populations, voice
disorders, swallowing disorders, augmentative and alternative communication, or neurological
rehabilitation.

What further certifications or licenses are required after
earning a speech pathology degree?
Graduates typically need to obtain a state license and the Certificate of Clinical Competence in
Speech-Language Pathology (CCC-SLP) from the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association
(ASHA) to practice professionally.

Can I use a speech pathology degree to work in education?
Yes, many speech pathologists work in educational settings providing therapy to children with
speech and language difficulties, and some may also take roles in special education or
administration.

Are there opportunities to work internationally with a speech
pathology degree?
Yes, speech pathologists can find opportunities worldwide, but requirements vary by country. Some
may require additional certification or credential evaluation.

How can a speech pathology degree be applied in telepractice?
Telepractice allows speech pathologists to deliver services remotely via video calls, expanding
access to therapy especially in underserved or rural areas.

What non-clinical jobs can someone with a speech pathology
degree pursue?
Non-clinical roles include positions in healthcare administration, medical sales, education, speech
technology development, advocacy, and policy making related to communication disorders.

Is pursuing a master's or doctoral degree necessary after a
speech pathology degree?
A master's degree in speech-language pathology is typically required to become a licensed clinician.
Some professionals pursue doctoral degrees (PhD or AuD) for research, academic, or advanced
clinical roles.



Additional Resources
1. Career Paths in Speech-Language Pathology: Opportunities and Insights
This book offers a comprehensive overview of various career options available to individuals with a
speech pathology degree. It covers traditional roles in clinical settings as well as emerging fields like
telepractice and research. Readers will find practical advice on how to navigate job searches,
certifications, and continuing education.

2. Beyond the Clinic: Diverse Careers for Speech Pathologists
Exploring non-traditional roles, this book highlights opportunities in education, healthcare
administration, and technology development for speech language pathologists. It provides case
studies of professionals who have leveraged their degree in unique ways. The guide encourages
creative thinking about career trajectories beyond direct therapy.

3. Speech Pathology in Schools: A Practical Guide for Graduates
Focused on working within educational settings, this resource explains the role of speech
pathologists in schools. It discusses assessment, intervention strategies, and collaboration with
teachers and families. New graduates will find tips on managing caseloads and advocating for
students’ communication needs.

4. Entrepreneurship for Speech-Language Pathologists: Starting Your Own Practice
This book is tailored for speech pathologists interested in launching private practices or consulting
services. It covers business planning, marketing, and legal considerations specific to healthcare
providers. Readers will gain insights into balancing clinical work with entrepreneurial
responsibilities.

5. Research and Academia in Speech Pathology: A Career Guide
Ideal for those considering advanced degrees and academic careers, this book outlines pathways
into research and teaching roles. It discusses grant writing, publishing, and the academic job
market. The guide also highlights how research can impact clinical practice and policy.

6. Telepractice and Technology: The Future of Speech Pathology
This book explores the growing field of telehealth and technology applications in speech pathology.
It provides practical guidance on delivering remote services and using digital tools to enhance
therapy. Speech pathologists will learn about ethical considerations and best practices in virtual
care.

7. Speech Pathology and Healthcare Settings: Expanding Your Scope
Detailing roles in hospitals, rehabilitation centers, and nursing homes, this book helps speech
pathologists understand interdisciplinary collaboration in healthcare. It covers assessment and
treatment of complex communication and swallowing disorders. The text also addresses adapting
skills to varied patient populations.

8. Advocacy and Policy for Speech-Language Pathologists
This book emphasizes the importance of advocacy in the speech pathology profession. It guides
readers on influencing policy, promoting access to services, and raising public awareness. Speech
pathologists will find strategies for becoming effective advocates at local, state, and national levels.

9. Continuing Education and Professional Development in Speech Pathology
A practical guide to lifelong learning, this book helps speech pathologists stay current with evolving
practices and certifications. It outlines various professional development opportunities, including



workshops, conferences, and online courses. The book encourages maintaining competency to
enhance career growth and patient outcomes.
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