
what is the longest goal in soccer
history
what is the longest goal in soccer history is a question that intrigues many
fans and analysts of the beautiful game. Scoring a goal from an extraordinary
distance showcases not only a player's power and precision but also moments
of rare opportunity and sometimes extraordinary circumstances. Over the
years, several remarkable goals have been recorded from distances that
challenge the limits of what is considered possible on a soccer field. This
article explores the longest goal in soccer history, the players involved,
the context of these incredible feats, and how such goals have impacted the
sport. Additionally, it provides an overview of record-keeping in soccer and
the challenges in verifying these extraordinary goals. Readers will find
detailed information about famous long-distance goals, the physics behind
scoring from afar, and lists of notable instances that define this unique
aspect of soccer history.
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The Longest Goal Ever Recorded
The official longest goal in soccer history was scored by Tom King, a
goalkeeper for Newport County, on January 19, 2021. This historic goal was
measured at an impressive distance of 105 yards (approximately 96 meters),
setting a new Guinness World Record. Tom King’s goal came from a goal kick
that traveled the length of the pitch, bounced over the opposing goalkeeper,
and landed in the net. This extraordinary feat surpassed previous records,
showcasing the remarkable power and precision possible even from defensive
positions.

Background of Tom King’s Record
Tom King’s record-breaking goal happened during an English Football League



Two match against Cheltenham Town. The goal was initially seen as a clearance
but quickly transformed into a scoring opportunity. The conditions on the
day, including the pitch surface and wind, played a role in the ball’s
trajectory. This goal not only highlighted King’s unique skill set as a
goalkeeper but also the unpredictable nature of soccer where any player can
become a scorer regardless of position.

Previous Record Holders
Before Tom King’s achievement, the record for the longest goal was held by
Asmir Begović, the Bosnian goalkeeper, who scored from 91.9 meters (100.5
yards) in a Premier League match in 2013. Begović’s goal was also a product
of a long clearance that caught the opposing goalkeeper off guard. Other
notable mentions include goals by players such as David Beckham and Xabi
Alonso, known for their powerful shots, although not as long as King’s and
Begović’s records.

Famous Long-Distance Goals in Soccer
Long-distance goals in soccer are celebrated moments that often enter the
sport’s folklore. These goals are typically scored from outside the penalty
area, sometimes from the halfway line or beyond. They demonstrate a
combination of skill, vision, and sometimes a bit of luck. Below are some of
the most famous long-distance goals in soccer history.

David Beckham’s Halfway Line Goal
One of the most iconic long-distance goals was scored by David Beckham for
Manchester United against Wimbledon in 1996. Beckham spotted the goalkeeper
off his line and launched a precise shot from the halfway line that sailed
into the net. This goal helped establish Beckham’s reputation for exceptional
shooting ability and vision.

Xabi Alonso’s Remarkable Strike
Xabi Alonso, known for his passing and shooting prowess, scored a memorable
long-distance goal from his own half while playing for Liverpool in 2006. The
goal caught the goalkeeper by surprise and showcased Alonso’s ability to
strike the ball with power and accuracy over great distances.

Other Noteworthy Long Goals

Ronnie Radford’s 1971 FA Cup goal from outside the box.



Wayne Rooney’s thunderous strike from outside the penalty area.

Arjen Robben’s curling goals from distance for both club and country.

Physics and Technique Behind Long Goals
Scoring the longest goal in soccer history is not just about kicking power;
it involves understanding the physics of ball trajectory, spin, and the
playing conditions. Several factors contribute to the success of a long-
distance goal, including the player’s technique, ball aerodynamics, pitch
conditions, and environmental influences like wind and altitude.

Ball Trajectory and Spin
The trajectory of the ball is influenced by the angle and force of the kick.
Players aiming for long goals often strike the ball with a combination of
lift and spin, allowing it to travel farther while maintaining accuracy. The
Magnus effect, which describes the influence of spin on a ball’s flight path,
can help the ball curve or dip, confusing goalkeepers and defenders.

Environmental Conditions
Wind speed and direction can significantly impact the distance a ball
travels. Tailwinds can extend the flight of the ball, while strong headwinds
can reduce it. Altitude also plays a role, as thinner air at higher
elevations reduces air resistance, allowing the ball to travel farther. These
conditions sometimes contribute to record-breaking long goals.

Challenges in Verifying Longest Goals
Determining what is the longest goal in soccer history involves challenges
related to measurement accuracy, official recognition, and record keeping.
Many long goals are scored in unofficial matches or leagues with limited
documentation, making verification difficult. Additionally, the dynamic
nature of soccer fields and varying pitch lengths add complexity to
standardizing measurements.

Measurement Standards
Official records require precise measurements using standardized pitch
dimensions and validated technology like video analysis. Goals scored during
professional matches with reliable documentation are more likely to be
recognized as official records. Discrepancies in pitch length or inaccuracies



in measuring the distance of the shot can lead to disputes over record
claims.

Role of Governing Bodies
Organizations such as FIFA and Guinness World Records play a critical role in
validating and certifying the longest goals. They establish criteria for
record acceptance, including the need for video evidence and confirmation of
pitch dimensions. These bodies help maintain the integrity of record-keeping
in soccer.

Impact of Long Goals on Soccer Culture
Long-distance goals captivate fans and players alike, often becoming viral
moments that transcend the sport. They symbolize skill, audacity, and
sometimes unexpected opportunity. The excitement generated by such goals
enhances soccer’s appeal and inspires players to attempt shots from
unconventional distances.

Inspiration for Players
Long goals encourage players to develop their shooting technique and vision.
Many professional players practice shooting from distance, hoping to
replicate historic goals. These moments also highlight the importance of
goalkeepers staying alert and the tactical aspects of positioning on the
field.

Fan Engagement and Media Attention
Such goals frequently become highlights featured in media coverage, social
media platforms, and sports compilations. They contribute to the lore of the
sport and often spark discussions about the greatest goals ever scored. Long-
distance goals also provide memorable milestones in the careers of the
players who score them.

Record Holders and Notable Mentions
Beyond Tom King and Asmir Begović, several players have made their mark with
extraordinary long-range goals. These athletes demonstrate the diversity of
positions and playing styles involved in scoring from remarkable distances.



List of Notable Record Holders

Tom King – Longest official goal at 105 yards (2021).1.

Asmir Begović – Previous record of 91.9 meters (2013).2.

David Beckham – Famous halfway line goal (1996).3.

Xabi Alonso – Long strike from own half (2006).4.

Paul Robinson – Goalkeeper scoring from own penalty area (2007).5.

Unverified and Legendary Goals
There are numerous anecdotal reports and legends of even longer goals,
particularly from amateur or youth matches. However, without official
measurement and documentation, these claims remain unverifiable but
contribute to the rich tapestry of soccer folklore.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the longest goal ever scored in soccer
history?
The longest goal ever scored in soccer history was by Tom King, who scored
from 96.01 meters (105 yards) in a match for Newport County against
Cheltenham Town in 2021.

Who holds the record for the longest goal in
professional soccer?
Tom King holds the record for the longest goal in professional soccer,
scoring from his own penalty area during an EFL League Two match in 2021.

How was the longest goal in soccer history scored?
The longest goal in soccer history was scored when goalkeeper Tom King took a
kick from his own penalty area, and the ball bounced over the opposing
goalkeeper and into the net.

Has any goalkeeper scored the longest goal in soccer



history?
Yes, the longest goal in soccer history was scored by goalkeeper Tom King,
making it a rare and remarkable achievement for a player in that position.

Is the longest goal in soccer history officially
recognized by any organization?
Yes, Tom King's 96.01-meter goal is officially recognized by the Guinness
World Records as the longest goal scored in a competitive football match.

Additional Resources
1. Beyond the Midfield: The Longest Goals in Soccer History
This book explores some of the most remarkable long-distance goals ever
scored in soccer. It delves into the players' techniques, the match
situations, and the impact these extraordinary goals had on the sport.
Featuring detailed analysis and vivid storytelling, it celebrates moments
when skill met audacity on the field.

2. From the Backline: Legendary Long-Range Goals and Their Stories
Discover the thrilling tales behind iconic long-range goals that have etched
themselves into soccer folklore. This book covers goals scored from nearly
impossible distances, including the physics behind the shots and the players'
mindset. It also highlights the evolution of goalkeeping in response to these
spectacular strikes.

3. Kicking History: Record-Breaking Goals in World Soccer
Kicking History chronicles the longest goals ever scored around the globe,
tracing records from local leagues to international tournaments. Through
interviews with players and coaches, the book reveals what it takes to
achieve such feats. It also examines how these goals changed the perception
of what was possible in soccer.

4. The Art of the Impossible Shot: Longest Goals in Football
This book is a tribute to the artistry and precision behind the longest goals
in football history. It offers a combination of technical breakdowns and
emotional narratives, showcasing how these goals inspire players and fans
alike. Readers gain insight into the training and conditions that make such
shots achievable.

5. Goalkeepers and the Long Shot Challenge
Focusing on the duel between shooters and goalkeepers, this book analyzes how
goalkeepers have adapted to defend against increasingly ambitious long-range
attempts. It includes case studies of famous long goals, highlighting the
strategic and psychological battles on the pitch. The book is a must-read for
understanding the defensive side of these spectacular goals.

6. Soccer’s Longest Goals: Records, Legends, and Legacies



A comprehensive compilation of the longest goals ever scored, this book
covers records across different leagues and eras. It profiles legendary
players known for their powerful and precise shots, and discusses the legacy
these goals leave behind. The book also touches on how technology and
equipment have influenced goal distance.

7. From Distance to Glory: The Science of Long-Range Goals
Exploring the science behind long-range goals, this book breaks down the
physics, biomechanics, and environmental factors that affect shot distance.
It combines expert commentary with real-life examples to explain how players
manage to score from extraordinary ranges. This volume is perfect for readers
interested in the technical side of soccer.

8. Unbelievable Goals: When Distance Meets Destiny
Unbelievable Goals tells the stories of moments when players defied odds by
scoring from incredible distances. It captures the drama, excitement, and
sometimes serendipity involved in these rare goals. Through compelling
narratives and photographs, the book brings these unforgettable moments to
life.

9. The Record-Breaker’s Strike: Longest Goals and Their Makers
This book profiles the players who hold records for the longest goals in
soccer history, detailing their careers and the matches where history was
made. It explores their training regimes, personal motivations, and the
significance of their record-breaking strikes. Readers gain a deeper
appreciation for the skill and determination behind these extraordinary
goals.
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