
what is spoken in argentina
what is spoken in argentina is a question that often arises when exploring
the country’s rich cultural and linguistic landscape. Argentina is
predominantly Spanish-speaking, but the Spanish spoken here has unique
characteristics that distinguish it from other Spanish dialects around the
world. This article delves into the main language spoken in Argentina,
regional variations, indigenous languages, and the influence of immigrant
communities on the country’s linguistic profile. Understanding what is spoken
in Argentina requires examining the nuances of Argentine Spanish, local
slang, and the presence of minority languages. Additionally, the impact of
globalization and education on language use will be discussed. This
comprehensive overview provides clarity on the diverse linguistic environment
of Argentina and what one can expect to hear when visiting or studying the
country’s languages.
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Primary Language Spoken in Argentina
The official and dominant language spoken in Argentina is Spanish. Spanish
has been the primary language since the Spanish colonization of the region in
the 16th century. Nearly the entire population uses Spanish as their first
language, making it the lingua franca for communication across the country.
It is the language of government, education, media, and daily life. The
Argentine variant of Spanish is often referred to as Rioplatense Spanish,
named after the Río de la Plata basin where Buenos Aires and surrounding
areas are located.

Spanish as the Official Language
Spanish is recognized as the official language of Argentina by law, which
means all official documents, government communications, and educational
instruction are conducted primarily in Spanish. This status reinforces its



widespread use and importance in Argentine society. Spanish is also used in
all levels of education, from primary schools to universities, ensuring
fluency among citizens.

Characteristics of Argentine Spanish
Argentine Spanish, or Rioplatense Spanish, has distinct phonetic and lexical
features that set it apart from other Spanish dialects. It is influenced by
Italian and other European languages due to historical immigration patterns.
One of the most recognizable traits is the unique pronunciation and
vocabulary used by Argentinians, which can be unfamiliar to Spanish speakers
from other countries.

Pronunciation and Intonation
Notably, the "ll" and "y" sounds are pronounced as "sh" or "zh" in Argentine
Spanish, a phenomenon known as "yeísmo de zheísmo." For example, the word
"calle" (street) sounds like "cashe." Additionally, the intonation of
Argentine Spanish is often compared to the melodic rhythm of Italian,
reflecting the influence of Italian immigrants.

Vocabulary and Slang
Argentine Spanish contains many unique words and expressions, collectively
known as "Lunfardo." Lunfardo originated in Buenos Aires’ working-class
neighborhoods and incorporates words from Italian, French, Portuguese, and
indigenous languages. Some common Lunfardo terms include:

Che: A colloquial term used to get someone's attention or as a casual
form of address.

Boludo: A versatile slang word that can mean "fool," "friend," or be
used affectionately depending on context.

Laburar: To work (derived from Italian "lavorare").

Mina: A woman.

Quilombo: Mess or chaos.

These expressions are an integral part of the Argentine identity and everyday
speech.



Regional Language Variations
While Spanish is spoken throughout Argentina, regional variations exist in
pronunciation, vocabulary, and usage. These differences reflect the country’s
vast geography and diverse cultural influences in various provinces.

Buenos Aires and the Pampas Region
The Rioplatense dialect dominates Buenos Aires and surrounding Pampas areas.
It is characterized by the "sh" or "zh" sound for "ll" and "y," as well as
the extensive use of Lunfardo. The intonation here is highly influenced by
Italian, making it distinct from other Spanish variants in Latin America.

Northwest Argentina
In the northwest provinces such as Salta and Jujuy, Spanish incorporates more
indigenous vocabulary and some pronunciation differences. The influence of
Quechua and other native languages is noticeable in everyday speech.
Additionally, some words and expressions used here are unique compared to the
capital region.

Patagonia and Southern Argentina
Spanish spoken in Patagonia tends to be closer to standard Latin American
Spanish but includes some local expressions and slight pronunciation
differences. The region's isolation and different immigrant populations have
shaped its linguistic character.

Indigenous and Minority Languages
Argentina is home to several indigenous communities that preserve their
native languages alongside Spanish. Although these languages are spoken by a
minority, they contribute significantly to the country’s cultural and
linguistic diversity.

Major Indigenous Languages
The most widely spoken indigenous languages in Argentina include:

Quechua: Spoken primarily in the northwest regions, with a significant
number of speakers.

Guaraní: Predominant in the northeastern provinces near Paraguay.



Mapudungun: The language of the Mapuche people in southern Argentina and
Chile.

Wichí and Qom: Languages spoken by indigenous groups in the Gran Chaco
area.

Efforts to preserve and revitalize these languages are ongoing through
educational programs and cultural initiatives.

Immigrant Languages as Minorities
Besides indigenous languages, immigrant communities have introduced other
languages, such as Italian, German, Welsh, and Arabic. These languages are
spoken within communities primarily for cultural preservation, but Spanish
remains the dominant language outside these groups.

Influence of Immigrant Languages
Argentina experienced massive waves of immigration from Europe during the
19th and early 20th centuries, particularly from Italy and Spain. This has
left a lasting imprint on the language spoken in Argentina today, especially
in Buenos Aires.

Italian Influence on Argentine Spanish
Italian immigrants heavily influenced the pronunciation, rhythm, and
vocabulary of Argentine Spanish. Many Italian words and expressions have been
integrated into everyday language, and the melodic intonation of Argentine
Spanish closely resembles Italian speech patterns. This influence is
especially evident in the use of Lunfardo slang.

Other Influences
While Italian is the most prominent immigrant influence, other languages such
as German, French, and English have also contributed loanwords and cultural
elements to the Argentine linguistic landscape. These influences are more
visible in certain regions where immigrant populations settled in larger
numbers.

Language Education and Globalization
Education in Argentina emphasizes Spanish literacy and proficiency, but
foreign language learning has become increasingly important due to



globalization. English is the most commonly taught foreign language in
schools, followed by Portuguese and French.

Foreign Language Learning
Many Argentinians learn English as a second language to enhance their
opportunities in the global economy. English proficiency is commonly required
in higher education and professional environments. Additionally, the
proximity to Brazil has increased the importance of Portuguese for cross-
border communication and trade.

Impact of Technology and Media
Global media, the internet, and social networks have introduced new
linguistic influences in Argentina. English terms related to technology,
business, and popular culture frequently appear in everyday language,
especially among younger generations. This dynamic interaction with other
languages continues to shape what is spoken in Argentina today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the official language spoken in Argentina?
The official language spoken in Argentina is Spanish.

Are there any regional languages spoken in Argentina
besides Spanish?
Yes, besides Spanish, there are indigenous languages spoken in Argentina such
as Quechua, Guarani, and Mapudungun, but they are not widely spoken.

Is the Spanish spoken in Argentina different from
that spoken in Spain?
Yes, Argentine Spanish, often called Rioplatense Spanish, has distinct
pronunciation, vocabulary, and grammar differences compared to the Spanish
spoken in Spain.

What is unique about the Argentine accent?
The Argentine accent is characterized by the 'sh' or 'zh' sound for the
letters 'll' and 'y', a feature known as 'yeísmo', and a melodic intonation
influenced by Italian immigration.



Do people in Argentina speak any other languages
commonly?
While Spanish is dominant, some people in Argentina also speak English,
Italian, German, and indigenous languages due to immigration and cultural
diversity.

Is English widely spoken or understood in Argentina?
English is taught in schools and understood in tourist areas and business
contexts, but it is not widely spoken by the general population.

How does the Argentinian Spanish vocabulary differ
from other Spanish-speaking countries?
Argentinian Spanish includes unique slang called 'Lunfardo', borrowed words
from Italian, and different terms for everyday objects compared to other
Spanish-speaking countries.

Are there any efforts to preserve indigenous
languages in Argentina?
Yes, there are cultural and governmental initiatives aimed at preserving and
promoting indigenous languages and cultures in Argentina.

Additional Resources
1. Speak Argentine: A Guide to the Language and Slang of Argentina
This book offers an in-depth exploration of the unique linguistic features of
Argentine Spanish, including its distinctive pronunciation, vocabulary, and
idiomatic expressions. It is perfect for travelers, language learners, and
anyone interested in understanding how Spanish is spoken in Argentina. The
book also covers the cultural context behind common phrases and slang, making
it a comprehensive resource.

2. Rioplatense Spanish: The Language of Buenos Aires and Montevideo
Focusing on the Rioplatense dialect spoken in Argentina and Uruguay, this
book delves into the phonetics, grammar, and vocabulary that set it apart
from other Spanish varieties. Readers will learn about the characteristic use
of "vos" instead of "tú" and the distinctive intonation patterns. The book
includes practical dialogues and examples to help readers adapt to local
speech.

3. Argentine Lunfardo: The Secret Language of Buenos Aires
Lunfardo is a colorful slang that originated in the working-class
neighborhoods of Buenos Aires. This book traces its history, etymology, and
evolution, revealing how it has influenced everyday speech, tango lyrics, and



popular culture. It's an essential read for those wanting to understand the
soul of Argentine urban language.

4. Voices of Patagonia: Indigenous and Regional Languages of Argentina
Beyond Spanish, Argentina is home to several indigenous languages and
regional dialects. This book explores the linguistic diversity of Patagonia
and other regions, highlighting languages like Mapudungun and Quechua. It
provides insights into the cultural heritage and ongoing efforts to preserve
these languages.

5. Argentine Spanish Grammar: Rules and Nuances
A comprehensive grammar guide tailored specifically to the Argentine variant
of Spanish. It addresses differences in verb conjugations, pronoun use, and
sentence structure unique to Argentina. The book is designed for intermediate
to advanced learners aiming to achieve fluency in Argentine Spanish.

6. The Tango Language: Expressions and Culture of Argentina
Tango is more than a dance; it’s a cultural phenomenon with its own
linguistic style. This book examines the language used in tango lyrics and
conversations surrounding the dance, highlighting poetic expressions and
emotional undertones. Readers gain a deeper appreciation of how language and
culture intertwine in Argentina.

7. Argentine Spanish for Business and Travel
Targeted at professionals and tourists, this book provides essential phrases
and vocabulary for navigating Argentina’s business environment and travel
scenarios. It includes tips on etiquette, negotiation language, and common
expressions used in hotels, restaurants, and meetings. The practical approach
helps users communicate effectively in everyday situations.

8. Children’s Stories in Argentine Spanish
A collection of traditional and contemporary children’s tales told in
Argentine Spanish, this book helps young readers and learners immerse
themselves in the language through storytelling. The stories feature local
settings, characters, and cultural themes, making language learning engaging
and relevant.

9. Argentina Through Its Proverbs: Wisdom and Language
Proverbs offer a window into a culture’s values and worldview. This book
compiles popular Argentine proverbs, explaining their meanings, origins, and
usage in daily conversation. It’s a fascinating exploration of how language
reflects the collective experience and humor of the Argentine people.
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