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united methodist book of discipline 2019 serves as the authoritative
guidebook for the governance, doctrine, and organizational structure of The
United Methodist Church. This comprehensive text outlines the church's laws,
theological foundations, and policies, providing clarity for clergy and laity
alike. The 2019 edition reflects contemporary updates and revisions that
address evolving church practices while maintaining core Wesleyan traditions.
Understanding the structure and contents of the United Methodist Book of
Discipline 2019 is essential for those engaged in church leadership,
ministry, or membership. This article explores the history, structure, key
components, and significant updates found within the 2019 edition. It also
discusses its role in shaping the church’s mission and governance moving
forward.
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History and Purpose of the United Methodist
Book of Discipline

The United Methodist Book of Discipline has a long-standing tradition as the
official manual of The United Methodist Church. It originated from the early
Methodist movement led by John Wesley in the 18th century, who emphasized
order and discipline within the church. Over time, as Methodism evolved and
merged with other denominations, the Book of Discipline became a formalized
document outlining the church’s doctrines, administrative procedures, and
ethical standards. Its primary purpose is to provide a consistent framework
for church governance, spiritual guidance, and community life across the
denomination worldwide.

Historical Development

The Book of Discipline has undergone numerous revisions to reflect changes in
church polity and societal context. The 2019 edition continues this tradition
by incorporating amendments passed at the General Conference, the highest
legislative body of The United Methodist Church. This ensures that the
Discipline remains relevant and responsive to contemporary issues faced by
the church and its members.



Purpose and Function

The Discipline functions as both a legal and spiritual document. It
establishes the laws governing the church’s operations, provides guidelines
for clergy conduct, and sets doctrinal boundaries. Additionally, it serves as
an educational resource, fostering understanding of Methodist beliefs and
practices among members. The unified nature of the Book of Discipline helps
maintain cohesion and accountability within the global United Methodist
community.

Structure and Organization of the 2019 Edition

The United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019 is systematically organized to
facilitate ease of use for clergy, church officials, and laypersons. It is
divided into major sections that address theological principles, church
order, ministry roles, and procedural guidelines. The structured format
allows users to locate specific topics related to doctrine, administration,
or disciplinary matters efficiently.

Main Sections of the Discipline

The 2019 edition is typically divided into four primary parts:

Doctrinal Standards and General Rules: Outlining Methodist beliefs and
ethical expectations.

Church Organization: Detailing the structure of conferences, local
churches, and leadership roles.

Ministry and Appointments: Covering clergy qualifications, licensing,
and pastoral responsibilities.

Disciplinary Procedures: Establishing rules for conflict resolution,
trials, and appeals.

Accessibility and Usage

The book is published in print and digital formats to ensure broad
accessibility. Clergy and lay leaders rely on it for guidance in decision-
making, conflict mediation, and maintaining doctrinal integrity. The clear
indexing and cross-referencing within the text enhance its usability in
various church contexts.

Key Theological Foundations and Doctrinal
Statements

The United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019 articulates the theological
foundation of the denomination, rooted in Wesleyan-Arminian tradition. It
affirms core Christian doctrines such as the Trinity, the divinity of Christ,
and salvation by grace through faith. Additionally, it emphasizes the



importance of personal and social holiness, reflecting the Methodist
commitment to both spiritual growth and social justice.

Core Doctrines

The Discipline explicitly states key beliefs, including:

The authority of Scripture as the rule of faith and practice.

The nature and mission of the church as a community of believers.

The sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion as means of grace.

The call to discipleship and service in the world.

Ethical and Social Principles

The document also addresses ethical living and social responsibility. It
encourages members to engage in acts of compassion, justice, and
reconciliation. The Discipline speaks to issues such as human rights, care
for creation, and the pursuit of peace, illustrating the church’s holistic
approach to faith.

Church Governance and Administrative Policies

The United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019 outlines a comprehensive system
of church governance that balances connectionalism with local autonomy. It
defines the roles and responsibilities of various organizational units,
including General Conference, Annual Conferences, Districts, and local
congregations. The governance model supports accountability, representation,
and collaborative decision-making.

Organizational Structure

The Discipline explains the hierarchical yet interconnected nature of the
church’s governance:

General Conference: The primary legislative body meeting every four
years.

Annual Conferences: Regional bodies responsible for ordination and
appointments.

Districts: Subdivisions within Annual Conferences that support local
churches.

Local Churches: The fundamental units of worship and ministry.



Leadership Roles and Responsibilities

Clergy and lay leadership roles are clearly delineated. The Discipline
specifies qualifications for ordained ministry, protocols for appointments,
and expectations for pastoral conduct. Lay members are empowered to
participate in church councils, committees, and decision-making processes,
reflecting the inclusive nature of Methodist polity.

Disciplinary Procedures and Judicial Process

One of the critical functions of the United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019
is to provide a structured process for addressing violations of church law
and ethical misconduct. The Discipline establishes guidelines for
investigation, trial, and appeals, ensuring fairness and transparency within
the church judicial system.

Process Overview

The disciplinary process includes several stages:

Initial complaint and investigation.1.

Formal charges and trial before a church court.2.

Deliberation and verdict by the judicial panel.3.

Right to appeal decisions within the church structure.4.

Types of Offenses

The Discipline addresses a range of offenses, from moral failings to
administrative violations. It provides standards for clergy accountability,
including issues related to conduct, doctrine, and pastoral responsibilities.
The judicial procedures aim to restore order and uphold the church’s
integrity.

Recent Updates and Changes in the 2019 Edition

The 2019 edition of the United Methodist Book of Discipline incorporates
significant revisions approved at the 2016 and 2019 General Conferences.
These updates reflect ongoing dialogues within the church regarding doctrine,
social issues, and organizational reforms. The changes aim to clarify
policies and respond to contemporary challenges.

Notable Revisions

Key updates in the 2019 edition include:

Refinements to clergy credentialing and accountability measures.



Adjustments in church polity to enhance transparency and inclusiveness.

Revised language concerning social issues to better reflect diverse
perspectives.

Clarifications on the use of technology and digital ministry practices.

Impact on the Church

These revisions influence how The United Methodist Church approaches
governance, ministry, and community engagement. They serve to maintain the
denomination’s relevance and fidelity to its mission in a rapidly changing
world. The 2019 Discipline remains a vital resource for guiding the church’s
future direction.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019?

The United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019 is the official book that
outlines the law, doctrine, administration, organizational work, and
procedures of The United Methodist Church as adopted by the General
Conference.

What major changes were included in the 2019 edition
of the Book of Discipline?

The 2019 edition included updates on church law, social principles, and
organizational structure, reflecting decisions made at the 2016 General
Conference, including changes related to church leadership, social issues,
and administrative policies.

How often is the United Methodist Book of Discipline
updated?

The Book of Discipline is typically updated every four years following the
General Conference of The United Methodist Church.

Where can I access the United Methodist Book of
Discipline 2019?

The 2019 edition can be accessed through the official United Methodist Church
website, purchased in print or digital formats from the UMC Publishing House,
or found in many theological libraries.

Does the 2019 Book of Discipline address the issue of
LGBTQ+ clergy and membership?

Yes, the 2019 Book of Discipline includes language that prohibits 'self-



avowed practicing homosexuals' from being ordained or appointed as clergy,
reflecting the denomination's official stance at that time.

What is the role of the Book of Discipline in the
United Methodist Church?

The Book of Discipline serves as the primary legal and organizational
document guiding the faith, practices, governance, and administration of The
United Methodist Church worldwide.

Are there any significant social principles outlined
in the 2019 Book of Discipline?

Yes, the 2019 edition includes social principles on topics such as
environmental stewardship, human sexuality, economic justice, and peace with
justice, which guide the church's social teachings and actions.

How does the Book of Discipline affect local United
Methodist churches?

Local churches are required to operate in accordance with the Book of
Discipline, which governs aspects like pastoral appointments, worship,
administration, and disciplinary procedures.

Can changes to the Book of Discipline be proposed by
local churches or members?

Changes to the Book of Discipline are proposed, debated, and voted upon
during the General Conference, which includes elected delegates from local
churches, but local churches themselves do not have direct authority to
change it.

Additional Resources
1. The United Methodist Book of Discipline 2019
This is the official book containing the laws, doctrine, administration, and
guidelines for the United Methodist Church. It outlines the church's
organizational structure, clergy roles, and social principles. The 2019
edition reflects recent changes and updates in church policies and
governance.

2. Understanding the United Methodist Book of Discipline
This book offers an accessible guide to the complex language and structure of
the Book of Discipline. It helps clergy, lay leaders, and members interpret
the rules and apply them in local church settings. The book also explores the
historical development of the Discipline.

3. Discipline and Doctrine: The Foundations of United Methodism
Focusing on the theological and doctrinal aspects, this title delves into the
core beliefs outlined in the Book of Discipline. It examines how doctrine
shapes church law and practice, providing insight into United Methodist
identity and mission.

4. Church Governance in the United Methodist Tradition



This resource explains the administrative framework presented in the 2019
Book of Discipline. It covers topics such as conference structure, clergy
appointments, and the roles of various church agencies. Ideal for those
involved in church leadership and administration.

5. Social Principles and Justice in the United Methodist Church
A detailed exploration of the social teachings found in the Book of
Discipline, this book highlights the church’s stance on social justice
issues. It discusses how these principles guide the church’s engagement in
community and global concerns.

6. Clergy Ethics and Discipline in the United Methodist Church
This book addresses the ethical guidelines and disciplinary procedures for
clergy as outlined in the 2019 Discipline. It provides case studies and
practical advice for maintaining integrity and accountability within
ministry.

7. Implementing Change: Adapting the United Methodist Book of Discipline
Focusing on how churches can effectively apply updates from the 2019
Discipline, this book offers strategies for managing change within
congregations. It includes examples of successful adaptation and leadership
during times of transition.

8. A Layperson’s Guide to the United Methodist Book of Discipline
Written specifically for lay members, this guide breaks down the Discipline’s
content into understandable language. It empowers laypeople to participate
more fully in church governance and decision-making processes.

9. Historical Perspectives on the United Methodist Book of Discipline
This book traces the evolution of the Book of Discipline from its origins to
the present 2019 edition. It provides context for understanding how
historical events and theological shifts have shaped the current rules and
policies.
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