
tpc scottsdale 16th hole capacity
tpc scottsdale 16th hole capacity is a critical aspect of one of the most iconic holes in
professional golf. Known for its unique stadium-style seating and electric atmosphere, the
16th hole at TPC Scottsdale attracts thousands of spectators during major tournaments,
especially the Waste Management Phoenix Open. This article explores the seating capacity
of the 16th hole, its design features, crowd management strategies, and the impact on
both players and fans. Understanding the tpc scottsdale 16th hole capacity sheds light on
how this venue accommodates large audiences while maintaining an intimate and
energetic environment. The discussion also includes how the hole’s capacity compares to
other famous golf venues and the logistical considerations involved in hosting such large
crowds. This comprehensive overview provides valuable insight into what makes the 16th
hole a standout feature in the golfing world.
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Overview of TPC Scottsdale 16th Hole
The 16th hole at TPC Scottsdale is widely regarded as one of the most famous and unique
holes in professional golf. It is a par-3 hole that has gained notoriety for its stadium-style
seating arrangement, providing spectators with an immersive viewing experience. The
hole is a central feature during the Waste Management Phoenix Open, where it transforms
into a lively amphitheater filled with enthusiastic golf fans. The combination of the hole’s
design, its location within the course, and the atmosphere it creates has made it a focal
point for both players and audiences alike. The tpc scottsdale 16th hole capacity plays a
significant role in facilitating this vibrant environment.

Significance in Professional Golf
The 16th hole’s design and capacity contribute to its status as a premier golf destination.
It is often referred to as the “loudest hole in golf” due to the sheer number of fans
surrounding the green, creating an unparalleled ambiance during tournament play.
Hosting tens of thousands of spectators, the hole exemplifies how golf venues can blend
traditional course design with modern spectator engagement.



Historical Context
Since its inception, TPC Scottsdale has been known for innovative spectator experiences,
but the 16th hole has stood out as a game-changer. The introduction of stadium seating
and the resulting capacity enhancements have set a precedent for other courses looking to
boost fan engagement and accommodate larger crowds.

Seating Capacity and Crowd Management
The tpc scottsdale 16th hole capacity is a key factor that distinguishes it from many other
golf holes. During the Waste Management Phoenix Open, the hole can accommodate an
estimated 20,000 spectators, making it one of the largest golf viewing areas in the world.
This high seating capacity is achieved through a combination of permanent and temporary
grandstands, as well as standing room areas that surround the hole.

Permanent and Temporary Seating
The seating around the 16th hole consists of tiered grandstands that create a natural
amphitheater effect. Permanent seating structures provide a solid base, while temporary
bleachers are installed to increase capacity during tournament weeks. This flexible seating
arrangement allows the venue to scale up or down depending on the event, ensuring
optimal crowd size and safety.

Crowd Control Measures
Managing thousands of spectators requires meticulous planning and execution. The event
organizers implement several crowd control strategies, including:

Designated entry and exit points to prevent bottlenecks

Security personnel and marshals to maintain order

Clear signage and communication systems for directions

Medical and emergency facilities on site

Restrictions on certain items to ensure safety

These measures help maintain a safe and enjoyable environment despite the large crowds
accommodated by the 16th hole’s capacity.

Design and Layout of the Stadium Hole
The architectural design of the 16th hole is integral to its seating capacity and spectator



experience. Designed as a par-3 measuring approximately 163 yards, the hole is
surrounded by steeply tiered seating that forms a bowl-like stadium.

Stadium-Style Seating Configuration
The stadium seating creates an intimate atmosphere where spectators are close to the
action. This proximity enhances the crowd’s energy and allows fans to follow every stroke
clearly. The design also optimizes sightlines, ensuring that nearly every seat has a good
view of the green and tee box.

Infrastructure Supporting Capacity
Supporting the large number of spectators requires extensive infrastructure, including:

Wide concourses for movement and concession access

Multiple restroom facilities to accommodate peak crowd times

Robust lighting systems for night events

Sound systems that enhance the live experience without disturbing play

This infrastructure is crucial for managing the high tpc scottsdale 16th hole capacity
efficiently and comfortably.

Impact on Player Performance and Spectator
Experience
The large capacity and energetic environment of the 16th hole influence both player
performance and spectator enjoyment. The intense crowd noise and vibrant atmosphere
create a unique challenge for golfers, while providing fans with an engaging and
memorable experience.

Player Perspectives
Players often comment on the unusual pressure created by the crowd at the 16th hole. The
proximity of thousands of spectators cheering, booing, or reacting to shots can affect
concentration and performance. For some, it adds excitement and adrenaline; for others,
it presents a difficult distraction.



Fan Engagement
The high seating capacity allows a significant number of fans to witness the action live,
contributing to the hole’s reputation as a must-see spectacle. The communal atmosphere,
combined with the stadium design, fosters a sense of camaraderie and shared excitement
among spectators.

Comparison to Other Golf Venue Capacities
When compared to other famous golf venues, the tpc scottsdale 16th hole capacity stands
out due to its sheer size and design. Most golf courses do not feature stadium-style seating
with the ability to hold tens of thousands of fans in such a confined space.

Other Notable Golf Holes
While many courses have popular holes, few can match the capacity and fan engagement
found at TPC Scottsdale’s 16th. For example, the 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass and the 18th
at Augusta National offer excellent viewing but do not accommodate comparable crowd
sizes in a stadium-like configuration.

Unique Venue Features
The combination of temporary grandstands, standing areas, and infrastructure at TPC
Scottsdale creates an unparalleled environment. This unique capacity and design make it
a benchmark for other tournament organizers seeking to enhance spectator experience
without compromising player focus.

Summary of Capacity Highlights

Approximately 20,000 spectators accommodated at the 16th hole

Combination of permanent and temporary seating structures

Extensive crowd management and safety protocols

Innovative stadium-style design unique in professional golf

Significant impact on player dynamics and fan energy



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the spectator capacity of the 16th hole at TPC
Scottsdale?
The 16th hole at TPC Scottsdale can accommodate approximately 20,000 to 25,000
spectators during the Waste Management Phoenix Open.

Why is the 16th hole at TPC Scottsdale known for its
large crowd capacity?
The 16th hole is famous for its stadium-style seating and enclosed design, allowing it to
hold one of the largest and most energetic crowds in golf.

How does TPC Scottsdale manage crowd control at the
16th hole?
TPC Scottsdale uses designated seating areas, security personnel, and crowd management
strategies to ensure safety and smooth movement during events at the 16th hole.

Has the capacity of the 16th hole at TPC Scottsdale
changed over the years?
Yes, the stadium seating and infrastructure have been upgraded periodically to enhance
spectator experience and safely increase capacity.

What makes the 16th hole at TPC Scottsdale unique in
terms of spectator experience?
Its stadium-like atmosphere, large capacity, lively crowd, and iconic status during the
Waste Management Phoenix Open create a unique and memorable experience for fans.

Additional Resources
1. The Challenge of the 16th Hole at TPC Scottsdale
This book delves into the architectural design and strategic elements that make the 16th
hole at TPC Scottsdale a unique challenge for golfers. It explores the hole’s layout,
hazards, and the impact on player performance during tournaments. Readers will gain
insight into how capacity and crowd dynamics influence play on this iconic hole.

2. Golf Course Architecture: A Study of TPC Scottsdale’s 16th Hole
Focused on the design principles behind one of golf’s most famous holes, this book
examines the engineering, landscaping, and spectator accommodations that contribute to
the 16th hole’s reputation. It also discusses how the hole manages large crowds and
maintains player safety and experience.



3. Fan Experience and Capacity Management at TPC Scottsdale
This title investigates the logistics of hosting thousands of fans at TPC Scottsdale, with a
special focus on the 16th hole. It covers crowd control, seating arrangements, and
amenities that enhance the spectator experience without compromising the integrity of
the game.

4. The Impact of Spectator Capacity on Tournament Play: TPC Scottsdale 16th Hole
Exploring the relationship between audience size and player performance, this book
analyzes how the packed grandstands at the 16th hole affect concentration and strategy.
It includes case studies from the Phoenix Open and insights from professional golfers.

5. History and Evolution of the 16th Hole at TPC Scottsdale
This comprehensive history tracks the development of the 16th hole from its inception to
its status as a central feature of the Waste Management Phoenix Open. Readers will learn
about the modifications made to increase spectator capacity and improve the overall event
atmosphere.

6. Golf Tournament Logistics: Managing Large Crowds at TPC Scottsdale’s 16th Hole
A practical guide on the operational challenges and solutions involved in managing the
massive crowds at the 16th hole during major tournaments. Topics include security,
access points, emergency procedures, and infrastructure setup.

7. Sports Marketing and Fan Engagement at TPC Scottsdale’s 16th Hole
This book examines marketing strategies used to maximize fan engagement at the 16th
hole, often called the “loudest hole in golf.” It discusses sponsorships, interactive
experiences, and the role of fan capacity in creating a memorable event.

8. Environmental and Sustainability Considerations for High-Capacity Golf Holes
Focusing on environmental impact, this book evaluates how TPC Scottsdale manages the
ecological footprint of large crowds at the 16th hole. It highlights sustainable practices in
landscaping, waste management, and resource usage during high-capacity events.

9. Psychology of Playing Under Pressure: The 16th Hole at TPC Scottsdale
This title explores the mental challenges faced by golfers playing in front of thousands of
spectators on the 16th hole. It covers techniques players use to maintain focus amid noise,
crowd energy, and the pressure of high-stakes competition.
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