the dinner 2017 ending explained

the dinner 2017 ending explained unravels the complex and tense climax of the
psychological thriller directed by Oren Moverman. This film, based on Herman Koch's novel,
explores themes of morality, family loyalty, and the consequences of hidden actions. The
ending, in particular, has sparked much debate and analysis due to its ambiguous and
morally charged resolution. This article will provide a comprehensive breakdown of the key
events leading up to the ending, the significance of the final scenes, and the underlying
messages conveyed by the conclusion. By dissecting the characters' motivations and the
narrative structure, the explanation will clarify the film’s conclusion and shed light on the
intricate dynamics at play. This detailed analysis will also incorporate relevant
interpretations and common questions surrounding the film’s finale to enhance
understanding for viewers and film enthusiasts alike.
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Overview of The Dinner (2017) Plot

The Dinner (2017) centers around two brothers, Paul and Stan Lohman, who meet at an
upscale restaurant with their wives to discuss a troubling incident involving their teenage
sons. The story is structured around the dinner conversation, gradually revealing disturbing
truths about the boys’ behavior and the moral dilemmas faced by their parents. As the
dialogue unfolds, the film delves into themes such as parental responsibility, justice, and
the limits of family loyalty. The narrative is tense and suspenseful, with twists that
challenge viewers’ assumptions about right and wrong.

Setting and Structure

The film takes place almost entirely within the confines of a high-end restaurant, using the
dinner as a narrative device to explore complex relationships and ethical conflicts. The real-
time unfolding of conversations builds suspense and allows an in-depth examination of
character psychology. The structure contributes to the film’s intense atmosphere and the
gradual revelation of key plot points.



Key Characters and Their Motivations

Understanding the characters’ motives is essential to grasping the dinner 2017 ending
explained. The two brothers, Paul and Stan, serve as the central figures whose contrasting
personalities and values drive the plot. Their wives also play important roles in shaping the
group dynamics and moral debates.

Paul Lohman

Paul is an ambitious politician, concerned with his public image and moral integrity. He
struggles with protecting his family while facing the consequences of his son’s actions. His
internal conflict between upholding justice and preserving family loyalty is a major theme
throughout the film.

Stan Lohman

Stan is more pragmatic and willing to protect his family at any cost. He advocates for
covering up the incident involving their sons, prioritizing family unity over legal or ethical
considerations. Stan’s approach contrasts sharply with Paul’s, highlighting the moral
ambiguity at the heart of the story.

Other Characters

The wives of Paul and Stan provide additional perspectives and emotional context. Their
reactions and opinions influence the brothers’ decisions and add complexity to the
interpersonal dynamics during the dinner.

Events Leading to the Ending

The climax of the film is rooted in the revelation of a violent crime committed by the
brothers’ teenage sons. The dinner conversation gradually uncovers the extent of the
incident and the involvement of each family member. Tensions escalate as the characters
debate how to respond to the situation.

The Crime and Its Impact

The sons are implicated in an attack on a homeless man, which results in serious
consequences. This event triggers the moral crisis faced by the adults, forcing them to
confront the implications of their sons’ behavior and the potential fallout.

Family Discussions and Conflicts

Throughout the dinner, the characters engage in heated arguments and moral reasoning



about responsibility, justice, and the appropriate course of action. These discussions reveal
hidden resentments and conflicting values, setting the stage for the film’s ambiguous
resolution.

Detailed Explanation of the Ending

The dinner 2017 ending explained reveals that the resolution is intentionally ambiguous,
leaving viewers to interpret the final outcome based on the characters’ decisions and
motivations. The film concludes with the brothers seemingly agreeing to protect their sons
by covering up the crime, but with underlying tensions remaining unresolved.

The Final Agreement

Paul and Stan reach a reluctant consensus to handle the situation privately rather than
involving law enforcement. This decision reflects their prioritization of family loyalty over
legal accountability. However, the emotional and ethical consequences linger, suggesting
that the resolution is far from simple or satisfying.

Ambiguity and Viewer Interpretation

The ending does not provide clear answers about the future consequences for the
characters or the victims. This ambiguity invites viewers to reflect on the themes of justice
and morality, and to question the implications of choosing loyalty over truth. The open-
ended nature of the conclusion is a deliberate narrative choice that deepens the film’s
psychological impact.

Thematic Analysis of the Conclusion

The ending of The Dinner (2017) encapsulates several key themes explored throughout the
film. By examining these themes, the significance of the conclusion becomes clearer within
the broader context of the story.

Morality and Ethical Ambiguity

The film challenges traditional notions of right and wrong by presenting characters who
grapple with complex moral decisions. The ending emphasizes the ambiguity inherent in
such dilemmas, highlighting how personal bias and family loyalty can cloud judgment.

Family Loyalty vs. Justice

The conflict between protecting loved ones and upholding justice is central to the narrative.
The ending demonstrates how far individuals may go to shield their family, raising
questions about the limits of loyalty and the consequences of silence.



The Consequences of Secrets

Keeping secrets and suppressing truth is portrayed as damaging not only to society but
also to the family itself. The film suggests that unresolved guilt and hidden actions can
have lasting emotional and psychological effects.

Frequently Asked Questions About the Ending

Many viewers seek clarity on specific aspects of the dinner 2017 ending explained. The
following FAQ addresses common questions to enhance understanding of the film’s
conclusion.

1. Did the brothers truly cover up the crime?

Yes, the film implies that Paul and Stan agree to handle the situation privately,
avoiding legal consequences for their sons.

2. What happens to the victim?

The victim’s fate remains uncertain, adding to the film’s moral ambiguity and
emotional tension.

3. Is Paul’s political career affected?

While the film hints at potential risks, the direct impact on Paul’s career is left
ambiguous.

4. Why is the ending ambiguous?

The ambiguity serves to provoke reflection on ethical complexity and the
consequences of difficult choices.

5. What is the main message of the film’s ending?

The film underscores the challenges of navigating morality within family dynamics and
guestions the true cost of loyalty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main twist revealed at the end of The



Dinner (2017)?

The main twist at the end of The Dinner (2017) reveals the dark truth behind the incident
involving the two sons, where moral dilemmas and family secrets come to light, forcing the
families to confront their complicity and guilt.

How does the ending of The Dinner (2017) reflect the
film's themes?

The ending highlights themes of moral ambiguity, privilege, and the lengths parents will go
to protect their children, showing how each character grapples with responsibility and
justice in complex ways.

What happens to the two brothers at the end of The
Dinner (2017)?

At the end, the fate of the two brothers remains ambiguous, with the parents deciding to
cover up the incident to shield their children from legal consequences, emphasizing the
moral compromises made.

Does The Dinner (2017) provide a clear resolution to
the central conflict?

No, The Dinner (2017) intentionally leaves the resolution open-ended, focusing more on the
characters' psychological and ethical struggles rather than providing a neat conclusion to
the conflict.

How do the parents' decisions at the end affect their
relationships in The Dinner (2017)?

The parents' decisions to protect their children create tension and strain within their
relationships, exposing underlying resentments and moral conflicts that challenge their
familial bonds.

Why is the ending of The Dinner (2017) considered
ambiguous and thought-provoking?

The ending is ambiguous because it avoids clear moral judgment or closure, inviting
viewers to reflect on the complexities of justice, family loyalty, and the consequences of
difficult choices.

Additional Resources

1. The Dinner (2017) Unveiled: A Comprehensive Ending Explained
This book provides an in-depth analysis of the controversial and thought-provoking ending
of "The Dinner" (2017). It explores the psychological and moral complexities faced by the



characters, unraveling the subtle nuances that lead to the film’s climax. Readers will gain a
clearer understanding of the thematic messages and narrative choices behind the
conclusion.

2. Decoding The Dinner: Themes and Endings Explored

Focusing on the intricate themes of family, morality, and justice, this book dissects the
ending of "The Dinner" (2017) with precision. It offers interpretations from various critical
perspectives, helping readers grasp the ambiguous nature of the film’s finale. The author
also discusses the implications of the characters’ decisions and their broader societal
reflections.

3. The Moral Dilemma in The Dinner (2017): An Ending Breakdown

This title delves into the ethical conflicts that dominate "The Dinner" and culminate in its
complex ending. Through detailed character studies and plot analysis, the book sheds light
on the motivations behind each choice. It encourages readers to question their own moral
compass while considering the film’s resolution.

4. Behind the Scenes of The Dinner: Understanding the Final Act

Offering behind-the-scenes insights, this book reveals the director’s intent and screenplay
nuances that shape the ending of "The Dinner" (2017). It includes interviews, script
excerpts, and critical commentary that illuminate the film’s climax. Readers gain a richer
appreciation of the artistic decisions influencing the story’s conclusion.

5. The Psychological Layers of The Dinner’s Ending Explained

Exploring the psychological depth of the characters in "The Dinner," this book focuses on
how inner turmoil and suppressed emotions drive the ending. It discusses the symbolism
and subtext embedded in the final scenes, providing a psychological framework for
understanding the narrative. The analysis helps readers connect emotionally with the
characters’ final choices.

6. Ethics and Family Secrets: The Dinner (2017) Ending Analyzed

This book examines the intersection of family secrets and ethical quandaries that define the
conclusion of "The Dinner." Through a close reading of the script and character interactions,
it explains the layered implications behind the ending. The author also reflects on how the
film challenges traditional notions of right and wrong within family dynamics.

7. Plot Twists and Revelations: The Dinner’s Climactic Ending Explained

Highlighting the key plot twists leading to the film’s ending, this book provides a clear
explanation of the narrative’s turning points. It breaks down how each revelation impacts
character relationships and drives the story to its unsettling finale. Readers will appreciate
the careful construction of suspense and moral ambiguity.

8. The Dinner (2017) in Context: Cultural and Social Commentary on the Ending

This title situates the film’s ending within a broader cultural and social framework,
analyzing its commentary on privilege, power, and justice. It explores how the ending
echoes real-world issues and societal tensions, making the film relevant beyond its
storyline. The book encourages readers to reflect on the societal critiques embedded in the
conclusion.

9. From Novel to Screen: Comparing The Dinner’s Ending Across Adaptations
This comparative study looks at how different adaptations of "The Dinner," including the



2017 film, handle the story’s ending. It discusses changes in tone, emphasis, and narrative
structure that affect audience interpretation. The book offers a comprehensive perspective
on the evolution of the story’s conclusion across mediums.
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