temple recommend questions lds

temple recommend questions lds are a vital part of the process for members of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints who wish to enter the temple. These questions
are designed to help individuals assess their worthiness and readiness to participate in
sacred temple ordinances. Understanding these questions, their purpose, and how to
prepare for them is essential for faithful members seeking to deepen their spiritual
commitment. This article provides a comprehensive overview of the temple recommend
questions LDS members encounter, the standards they reflect, and the significance of the
temple recommend interview. It will also cover frequently asked questions and tips for
preparation, ensuring that members can approach their interviews with confidence and
clarity. The following sections will guide readers through the key aspects related to temple
recommend questions LDS members need to know.
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Understanding Temple Recommend Questions
LDS

Temple recommend questions LDS members encounter are part of a formal interview
process that determines eligibility to enter a temple. These questions are asked by local
church leaders such as bishops and stake presidents. The interview ensures that members
live in harmony with the teachings and commandments of the Church. The questions focus
on personal worthiness, adherence to gospel principles, and commitment to Church
covenants. They are confidential and meant to encourage honest self-reflection and
spiritual growth.

What Are Temple Recommend Questions?

Temple recommend questions are a set of standardized inquiries used during temple
recommend interviews. These questions assess the spiritual readiness of members who
wish to participate in temple ordinances. They cover fundamental aspects of faith,
behavior, and doctrine adherence. Typically, the questions address topics such as belief in



God and Jesus Christ, obedience to commandments, honesty, chastity, and support of
Church leaders and teachings.

Who Administers the Questions?

The interviews involving temple recommend questions LDS members answer are
conducted by authorized local leaders within the Church. Most commonly, these are
bishops or branch presidents for regular recommend interviews, and stake presidents or
their counselors for temple recommend renewals. These leaders are trained to ask the
questions respectfully and provide spiritual guidance when necessary. Their role is to help
members prepare spiritually and maintain standards consistent with Church doctrine.

The Purpose of Temple Recommend Questions

The primary purpose of temple recommend questions LDS members answer is to uphold
the sanctity of the temple and ensure that those who enter are worthy and prepared. The
temple is considered a sacred place where individuals make and renew sacred covenants,
and it is essential that participants approach these experiences with a pure heart and
clear conscience.

Spiritual Readiness and Worthiness

Temple recommend questions serve as a measure of spiritual readiness. They help
members evaluate their own commitment to the gospel principles and adherence to
Church standards. This self-assessment promotes personal growth and encourages
members to address any areas needing improvement before entering the temple.

Protecting the Sacredness of the Temple

By ensuring that only those who meet the Church’s standards enter the temple, these
questions help maintain the sacred and reverent atmosphere of the temple. The interview
process helps prevent behavioral or doctrinal issues that might detract from the spiritual
experience of temple attendance.

Common Temple Recommend Questions

The temple recommend questions LDS members encounter are consistent worldwide,
reflecting core doctrines and standards of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
While the exact wording may vary slightly, the essence of the questions remains the same.



Standard Questions Asked

Below is a list of common temple recommend questions members are asked during their
interviews:

e Do you have a testimony of God the Eternal Father, His Son Jesus Christ, and the
Holy Ghost?

e Do you sustain the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as the
prophet, seer, and revelator?

e Do you live the law of chastity?

e Are you honest in your dealings with your fellowmen?

Do you keep the Word of Wisdom?

Are you a full-tithe payer?

Do you keep the Sabbath day holy by attending church meetings and refraining from
work and recreational activities?

Do you strive to keep the commandments of God?

Are you honest in your Church callings and accounts?

e Do you sustain the leaders of the Church?

Additional Questions for Specific Circumstances

In some cases, leaders may ask additional questions tailored to individual circumstances.
For example, questions about involvement in serious transgressions or unresolved
personal issues may be addressed. The goal is always to clarify the member’s worthiness
and offer support where needed.

Preparing for the Temple Recommend Interview

Proper preparation is essential for members to confidently answer temple recommend
questions LDS leaders ask. Preparation involves spiritual reflection, study, and sometimes
consultation with Church leaders or trusted members.

Spiritual Self-Assessment

Members should prayerfully consider their personal adherence to Church teachings and
commandments. Honest self-evaluation helps identify areas that may need improvement



before the interview. This process can include reviewing the Articles of Faith, the
commandments, and Church standards.

Studying Church Doctrines and Standards

Understanding Church doctrines, including the importance of the temple, the law of
chastity, the Word of Wisdom, and tithing, is important. Members are encouraged to study
official Church materials and teachings to deepen their comprehension and testimony.

Practical Tips for the Interview

Schedule the interview in advance with local leaders.

Attend weekly worship services regularly to demonstrate commitment.

Be honest and straightforward in answering all questions.

Prepare to discuss any concerns or challenges openly.

e Maintain a respectful and prayerful attitude throughout the process.

Guidelines and Standards Reflected in the
Questions

The temple recommend questions LDS members answer reflect key Church standards
designed to help members live righteously and prepare for sacred ordinances. These
guidelines promote spiritual growth, obedience, and unity within the Church community.

The Law of Chastity

The law of chastity is a central standard reflected in the temple recommend questions.
Members are expected to live chastely before marriage and remain faithful afterward,
avoiding any sexual relations outside the bonds of marriage.

The Word of Wisdom

The Word of Wisdom is a health guideline revealed to Church members, which prohibits
the use of tobacco, alcohol, coffee, tea, and illegal drugs. Adherence to this law is a
common question during recommend interviews.



Tithing and Honesty

Members are asked about their honesty in financial matters, including whether they pay a
full tithe as commanded. Integrity in all dealings is emphasized, both in Church service
and personal life.

Support of Church Leaders

Sustaining and supporting local and general Church leaders is an important part of
Church unity. The questions assess whether members uphold and sustain these leaders as
prophets and inspired servants of God.

Frequently Asked Questions about Temple
Recommend Questions LDS

Members often have questions about the nature, content, and expectations related to
temple recommend questions. Understanding these frequently asked questions can
alleviate concerns and provide clarity about the interview process.

Can I Prepare Answers in Advance?

While members can and should study the principles behind the questions, it is important
to answer honestly and spontaneously during the interview. The goal is sincere reflection
and spiritual readiness, not memorization.

What If I Struggle with Certain Questions?

If a member struggles with aspects of worthiness, they are encouraged to discuss these
issues openly with their leader. The interview is an opportunity for counsel, support, and
guidance toward repentance and improvement.

How Often Must I Renew My Temple Recommend?

Temple recommends generally must be renewed every two years. Members undergo a
new interview with local leaders to confirm ongoing worthiness and commitment to
Church standards.

Are Temple Recommend Questions the Same
Worldwide?

Yes, the Church uses a standardized set of temple recommend questions globally to ensure
uniformity in worthiness assessments and maintain consistent standards across all



congregations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a temple recommend in the LDS Church?

A temple recommend is a card issued to members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints that certifies they are worthy to enter and participate in sacred temple
ordinances.

What types of questions are asked during a temple
recommend interview?

Questions typically focus on faith in God and Jesus Christ, adherence to church teachings,
honesty, chastity, payment of tithing, support of church leaders, and commitment to
gospel principles.

How often do members need to renew their temple
recommend?

Members generally need to renew their temple recommend every two years through an
interview with their bishop and stake president.

Can someone with doubts or struggles still get a temple
recommend?

Yes, members are encouraged to be honest during the interview, and leaders work with
individuals who have struggles to help them progress spiritually before issuing a
recommend.

Are temple recommend questions the same worldwide?

Yes, the questions are standardized worldwide to ensure consistency in worthiness
standards for temple attendance.

What happens if a member answers no to any temple
recommend questions?

If a member answers no, the bishop or stake president will discuss the issue with them to
determine if they can receive a recommend or if additional repentance or counseling is
needed.

Can youth under 18 get a temple recommend?

Youth under 18 typically do not receive temple recommends, but once they turn 18 and



are worthy, they can receive one to participate in temple ordinances.

Why is paying tithing a question on the temple
recommend interview?

Paying tithing is a commandment and a sign of faithfulness; it is asked to ensure members
are living in accordance with church covenants before entering the temple.

How should one prepare for a temple recommend
interview?

Members should honestly review the temple recommend questions, reflect on their
personal worthiness, repent of any wrongdoings, and pray for guidance before the
interview.

Additional Resources

1. Preparing for Your LDS Temple Recommend Interview: A Comprehensive Guide

This book offers an in-depth look at the questions commonly asked during the LDS temple
recommend interview. It includes detailed explanations and scriptural references to help
members understand the significance behind each question. Ideal for members seeking to
deepen their spiritual readiness and confidence before their interview.

2. Understanding Temple Recommend Questions: A Member’s Study Companion
Designed as a study companion, this book breaks down each temple recommend question
with practical insights and personal reflection prompts. It encourages readers to examine
their lives and commitments in light of gospel principles. This resource is perfect for
individuals and study groups preparing for temple service.

3. Living Worthily: Answering the Temple Recommend Questions with Faith

This book emphasizes the spiritual preparation necessary to answer temple recommend
questions sincerely. It includes stories of personal growth and testimonies from members
who have successfully navigated the recommend process. Readers will find
encouragement to live worthily and maintain a strong covenant relationship with God.

4. Temple Recommend Questions Explained: A Guide for New and Returning Members
Focused on both new and returning LDS members, this guide explains the purpose behind
each temple recommend question in clear, accessible language. It addresses common
concerns and misconceptions, helping readers approach their interviews with clarity and
peace. The book also offers tips for ongoing worthiness and spiritual development.

5. Faith and Worthiness: Preparing for the LDS Temple Recommend Interview

This resource combines doctrinal teachings with practical advice on preparing for temple
recommend interviews. It highlights the importance of faith, repentance, and commitment
to gospel standards. The book serves as both a preparatory tool and a spiritual guide for
members striving to enter the temple with a pure heart.

6. Questions to Ponder: Reflecting on LDS Temple Recommend Requirements



Encouraging self-reflection, this book invites readers to meditate on each temple
recommend question thoughtfully. It includes journal prompts and scripture study
suggestions to deepen understanding and personal growth. Ideal for those who want to
engage actively with their spiritual preparation process.

7. The Path to the Temple: Understanding Worthiness and Recommend Questions

This title explores the broader context of worthiness in the LDS faith and how it relates to
temple recommend questions. It discusses the blessings of temple worship and the
spiritual responsibilities members accept when seeking a recommend. Readers gain a
holistic view of the journey toward temple entrance.

8. Temple Recommend Questions: Answers Rooted in Gospel Principles

This book provides clear, gospel-centered answers to each temple recommend question,
helping readers prepare confidently for their interviews. It also addresses frequently
asked questions and common challenges members face in maintaining worthiness. The
tone is supportive and encouraging, aimed at strengthening testimony and commitment.

9. Preparing the Heart and Mind: A Spiritual Guide to LDS Temple Recommend Questions
Focusing on the spiritual and mental aspects of temple recommend preparation, this guide
helps members cultivate the disposition needed for temple service. It combines doctrinal
insights, prayer suggestions, and practical tips to foster a spirit of reverence and
readiness. Suitable for individuals seeking a deeper spiritual connection as they prepare
for their interview.
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