
taken care of business lyrics
taken care of business lyrics have become an iconic phrase in rock music history,
symbolizing determination, success, and the drive to overcome obstacles. This article
explores the meaning, origins, and cultural impact of the lyrics, providing a detailed
analysis of the song’s themes and its place in popular music. Understanding the context
behind the words helps fans and music enthusiasts appreciate the artistry and message
delivered through the powerful lyrics. Additionally, the article examines the songwriter’s
intentions and the song’s relevance today, as well as its usage in various media and covers
by other artists. Whether you are looking for a deep dive into the lyrics themselves or the
broader significance of the track, this comprehensive overview offers valuable insights.
Below is a guide to the main aspects covered in this discussion.

Origin and Background of Taken Care of Business Lyrics

Detailed Analysis of the Lyrics

Artist and Songwriter Insights

Cultural Impact and Popularity

Usage in Media and Cover Versions

Origin and Background of Taken Care of Business
Lyrics
The phrase "taken care of business lyrics" refers to the words of the song "Takin' Care of
Business," originally performed by the Canadian rock band Bachman-Turner Overdrive
(BTO). Released in 1973, the song quickly became a defining anthem of hardworking
individuals and blue-collar dedication. The lyrics were written by Randy Bachman, the
band's guitarist and primary songwriter, aiming to capture the essence of daily labor and
the satisfaction derived from completing one's tasks. The song's upbeat rhythm and catchy
chorus helped it resonate widely, establishing it as a staple on classic rock radio stations
and beyond.

Historical Context of the Song
"Takin' Care of Business" was composed during a time when rock music was increasingly
emphasizing themes of personal empowerment and working-class pride. The early 1970s
saw many songs that celebrated ordinary life and championed the efforts of regular people.
Bachman-Turner Overdrive contributed to this trend by crafting a song that was both
relatable and motivating. The lyrics reflect a straightforward narrative about getting the job
done, embodying a spirit of responsibility and ambition.



Inspiration Behind the Lyrics
Randy Bachman has mentioned in interviews that the inspiration for the lyrics came from
his own experiences and observations of musicians’ lives and the everyday hustle. The
phrase "taking care of business" was a colloquial expression used to describe handling
one's affairs efficiently. This relatable concept is expressed through the song’s lyrics, which
emphasize working hard and enjoying the rewards of success. The simplicity and honesty of
the lyrics contribute to their lasting appeal.

Detailed Analysis of the Lyrics
The taken care of business lyrics emphasize themes of work ethic, perseverance, and self-
reliance. They tell the story of an individual who wakes up every day with a clear purpose:
to accomplish tasks and succeed through effort. The chorus reinforces this message by
repeating the central phrase, creating a memorable and motivational hook.

Key Themes in the Lyrics
The song’s lyrics revolve around several core themes:

Hard Work: The narrative highlights the importance of consistent effort and
dedication to one’s job.

Self-Motivation: It encourages listeners to take initiative and be proactive in
managing their responsibilities.

Success and Satisfaction: The lyrics suggest that taking care of business leads to
personal achievement and fulfillment.

Independence: There is an underlying message about relying on oneself to
overcome challenges.

Lyric Structure and Style
The song uses a simple yet effective structure, with verses that describe the daily routine
and a repetitive, catchy chorus that reinforces the main message. The conversational tone
of the lyrics makes them accessible, and the use of colloquial language adds authenticity.
The straightforward rhyme scheme and rhythmic delivery contribute to the song’s energetic
vibe, making it easy for audiences to sing along and internalize the message.

Artist and Songwriter Insights
Understanding the creators behind the taken care of business lyrics provides deeper
appreciation for the song’s craftsmanship and legacy. Randy Bachman, as the principal



songwriter, infused the lyrics with personal meaning and a universal appeal that transcends
generations.

Randy Bachman’s Role and Perspective
Randy Bachman played a crucial role in the creation of "Takin' Care of Business." As a
seasoned musician and songwriter, he drew from his experiences in the music industry and
everyday life to craft lyrics that resonate with a broad audience. Bachman’s straightforward
writing style and focus on relatable themes helped the song achieve commercial success
and critical acclaim. His perspective on work and life is embedded in the lyrics, reflecting
values of perseverance and pragmatism.

Bachman-Turner Overdrive’s Influence on Rock Music
The band itself was influential in shaping the sound of 1970s rock, with "Takin’ Care of
Business" standing out as one of their signature tracks. The song's success enhanced the
band's reputation and solidified their place in rock history. Their approach combined hard
rock elements with accessible lyrics, appealing to both mainstream and rock audiences.
The song’s lasting popularity is a testament to the band’s skill in blending musicality with
meaningful content.

Cultural Impact and Popularity
The taken care of business lyrics have transcended the song to become a cultural
catchphrase that symbolizes diligence and achievement. The phrase is often used in
everyday language to describe the act of completing important tasks or overcoming
challenges efficiently.

Popularity in Popular Culture
Since its release, "Takin' Care of Business" has been featured in numerous films, television
shows, and commercials, further embedding the lyrics in popular consciousness. The song’s
energetic vibe and motivational message make it a favorite choice for scenes depicting
work, success, or determination. Its widespread use has helped maintain the song’s
relevance and introduced the lyrics to new generations.

Adoption as a Motivational Anthem
The phrase "taking care of business" has been embraced as a motivational slogan in
various contexts, from sports to business environments. The lyrics inspire individuals to
focus on their goals and approach challenges with a proactive mindset. This adaptability
and resonance contribute to the song’s enduring appeal and frequent use in motivational
settings.



Usage in Media and Cover Versions
The taken care of business lyrics have been interpreted and reimagined by many artists,
reflecting the song’s influence across different genres and audiences. Its presence in media
further underscores its significance in entertainment and culture.

Notable Covers and Performances
Numerous artists have covered "Takin’ Care of Business," each bringing their unique style
to the song while preserving its core message. These versions vary from rock renditions to
acoustic interpretations, showcasing the versatility of the lyrics and melody. Covers by
famous musicians have introduced the song to diverse audiences and contributed to its
legacy.

Use in Film, Television, and Advertising
The song’s upbeat and motivational nature makes it a popular choice for soundtracks and
commercials. It often accompanies scenes that depict hard work, success, or energetic
action. The lyrics’ recognizable phrase enhances the impact of these media moments,
creating a connection with viewers through familiar and inspiring words.

Summary of Media Appearances

Feature films using the song in key scenes

Television shows incorporating the lyrics in thematic episodes

Commercials leveraging the motivational aspect for brand messaging

Live performances and tribute concerts celebrating the song’s legacy

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the meaning behind the lyrics of 'Taken Care of
Business'?
The lyrics of 'Taken Care of Business' by Bachman-Turner Overdrive describe the daily
routine and efforts of working hard to earn a living and take care of responsibilities.



Who wrote the song 'Taken Care of Business'?
'Taken Care of Business' was written by Randy Bachman, a member of the band Bachman-
Turner Overdrive.

What genre does 'Taken Care of Business' belong to?
'Taken Care of Business' is a classic rock song, often categorized under hard rock and rock
and roll genres.

When was 'Taken Care of Business' released?
'Taken Care of Business' was released in 1973 as part of Bachman-Turner Overdrive's
album 'Bachman-Turner Overdrive II.'

What is the chorus of 'Taken Care of Business' lyrics?
The chorus goes: "Takin' care of business and every day, Takin' care of business and
working overtime."

Are there any notable covers of 'Taken Care of
Business'?
Yes, 'Taken Care of Business' has been covered by various artists and bands over the years,
reflecting its lasting popularity in rock music.

How do the lyrics of 'Taken Care of Business' reflect the
work culture?
The lyrics emphasize a positive attitude towards hard work and self-reliance, highlighting
the importance of staying productive and responsible in one's job.

Additional Resources
1. "Business and the Blues: Exploring the Lyrics of 'Take Care of Business'"
This book delves into the cultural and musical significance of the song "Take Care of
Business," examining its lyrics and the themes of work ethic and determination. It explores
how the song became an anthem for perseverance and productivity in the face of adversity.
Readers will gain insight into the historical context and the artist's background that shaped
the song’s message.

2. "Rocking the 70s: The Story Behind 'Take Care of Business'"
Focusing on the era in which "Take Care of Business" was released, this book provides a
detailed look at the 1970s rock scene. It highlights the band behind the hit, their rise to
fame, and how the song encapsulated the spirit of the times. Music historians and fans alike
will appreciate the in-depth analysis of the song's impact.



3. "Lyrics that Work: Understanding 'Take Care of Business' and Its Message"
This book analyzes the lyrics of "Take Care of Business" to uncover the motivational
messages embedded within. It discusses how the song’s words encourage responsibility,
hustle, and self-reliance. The book also offers a broader look at how music can inspire
personal and professional growth.

4. "From Studio to Stage: The Making of 'Take Care of Business'"
Providing a behind-the-scenes look, this book chronicles the recording process and live
performances of "Take Care of Business." It includes interviews with band members,
producers, and sound engineers who contributed to the song’s creation. The narrative
reveals the challenges and triumphs experienced during its production.

5. "Anthems of Ambition: Songs Like 'Take Care of Business' That Motivate"
This compilation explores various songs that, like "Take Care of Business," serve as
anthems for ambition and hard work. Each chapter focuses on a different track, explaining
its lyrics and cultural impact. The book is perfect for readers looking for musical inspiration
to fuel their own goals.

6. "The Language of Hustle: Decoding the Lyrics of Iconic Work Songs"
Examining "Take Care of Business" alongside other iconic work-related songs, this book
investigates the common themes and language used to celebrate labor and perseverance.
It offers a linguistic perspective on how music reflects societal attitudes toward work.
Readers will find a fascinating intersection of music, language, and culture.

7. "Classic Rock and the Art of Motivation: Lessons from 'Take Care of Business'"
This book connects the genre of classic rock with motivational principles, using "Take Care
of Business" as a key example. It explores how rock music has historically inspired listeners
to take action and overcome obstacles. The work is both a music appreciation guide and a
source of personal empowerment.

8. "Work, Play, Repeat: The Cultural Impact of 'Take Care of Business'"
Focusing on the broader cultural implications, this book looks at how "Take Care of
Business" influenced attitudes toward work-life balance and productivity. It discusses the
song’s use in media, advertising, and everyday life as a symbol of getting things done. The
book offers a sociological perspective on music and motivation.

9. "Behind the Lyrics: The Story and Meaning of 'Take Care of Business'"
This book offers a comprehensive breakdown of the song’s lyrics, exploring their origin,
meaning, and relevance today. It includes commentary from music critics and fans,
providing a multifaceted view of the song’s legacy. The narrative captures how "Take Care
of Business" continues to resonate across generations.
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