
subaru impreza years to avoid

subaru impreza years to avoid is a critical consideration for potential buyers and enthusiasts alike. The
Subaru Impreza, known for its reliability, all-wheel-drive capability, and sporty appeal, has seen various model
years that experienced different levels of quality and performance issues. Understanding which Subaru Impreza
years to avoid can save buyers from costly repairs and reliability headaches. This article delves into the
problematic model years, common issues associated with those years, and essential tips for prospective
owners. By examining the Subaru Impreza’s history, this guide highlights the key red flags to watch for when
choosing a used model. Below is a detailed table of contents to navigate through the main topics covered.
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Overview of Subaru Impreza Model Generations

The Subaru Impreza has undergone multiple generations since its debut in the early 1990s. Each generation
brought improvements in design, technology, and performance, but not without some years facing notable issues.
The primary generations include the first generation (1993–2001), second generation (2002–2007), third
generation (2008–2011), fourth generation (2012–2016), and fifth generation (2017–present).
Understanding the evolution of the Impreza helps in pinpointing which model years are more prone to mechanical
or reliability concerns. Each generation introduced different engine options, transmission types, and safety
updates, which play a significant role in the vehicle’s overall dependability.

Subaru Impreza Years to Avoid

Although Subaru Impreza models are generally reliable, certain years have earned a reputation for recurring
problems and costly repairs. These subaru impreza years to avoid mainly fall within specific generations where
manufacturing defects, engine issues, or transmission failures were more prevalent. The following model years
are commonly identified as ones to be cautious of or avoid altogether:

2006 – Known for excessive oil consumption and head gasket failures

2007 – Continued issues with head gaskets and transmission troubles

2012 – Some models experienced faulty CVT transmissions and engine performance problems

2013 – Reports of electrical system malfunctions and premature brake wear

2016 – Certain models had issues with the infotainment system and oil leaks

These years stand out due to a higher incidence of owner complaints and repair costs compared to other model
years. Prospective buyers should exercise extra caution when considering these vehicles and conduct thorough
inspections.



Common Problems in Problematic Years

Head Gasket Failures

One of the most notorious issues affecting the Subaru Impreza, particularly in the mid-2000s models such as
2006 and 2007, is head gasket failure. This problem arises when the gasket sealing the engine block and cylinder
head deteriorates, leading to coolant leaks, overheating, and potential engine damage. The head gasket failure
often results in costly repairs and reduced engine longevity.

Transmission and CVT Issues

Starting with the 2012 model year, Subaru began utilizing continuously variable transmissions (CVTs) more
extensively in the Impreza lineup. Early CVT implementations experienced problems such as shuddering, slipping,
and premature wear. These transmission issues can cause poor acceleration and increased maintenance expenses.
The 2012 and some 2013 models are particularly noted for these challenges.

Oil Consumption and Leaks

Excessive oil consumption has been reported for certain Subaru Impreza model years, especially around 2006
and 2016. Oil leaks can stem from worn seals, gaskets, or faulty engine components. Persistent oil issues can
compromise engine performance and longevity if not addressed promptly.

Electrical System and Brake Wear

The 2013 Subaru Impreza models faced some electrical system malfunctions, including problems with wiring and
sensor failures. Additionally, premature brake wear was a concern, leading to more frequent replacements and
increased maintenance costs.

How to Identify Potential Issues Before Purchase

When considering a used Subaru Impreza, especially from the years known to have issues, it is crucial to
conduct a thorough inspection and evaluation. Identifying potential problems before purchasing can prevent
unexpected expenses and ensure a more reliable ownership experience.

Comprehensive Vehicle History Report

Obtaining a detailed vehicle history report helps uncover past repairs, accidents, and service records. This
information can highlight recurring issues or neglected maintenance that may affect the vehicle’s condition.

Professional Mechanical Inspection

Hiring a qualified mechanic to perform a pre-purchase inspection is essential. A professional can detect hidden
mechanical problems, including engine health, transmission function, and signs of past repairs related to common
Subaru Impreza issues.



Test Drive Evaluation

During a test drive, pay attention to unusual noises, vibrations, engine performance, transmission smoothness,
and braking responsiveness. These factors can reveal underlying problems that may not be visible during a
visual inspection.

Tips for Buying a Used Subaru Impreza

To minimize risks when purchasing a used Subaru Impreza, follow these practical tips. They will help ensure the
selection of a dependable vehicle and avoid the subaru impreza years to avoid.

Focus on model years with better reliability ratings and fewer reported problems.

Verify that all maintenance and recall work has been completed, including head gasket replacements if
applicable.

Consider purchasing from reputable dealers or private sellers with transparent histories.

Request a warranty or service contract if possible to cover unexpected repairs.

Research common issues specific to the model year and be prepared to negotiate based on needed repairs.

By taking these steps, buyers can significantly reduce the likelihood of encountering costly repairs and enjoy
the benefits of the Subaru Impreza’s performance and safety features.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which Subaru Impreza model years are considered the most problematic?

The Subaru Impreza models from 2002 to 2007 are often considered problematic due to issues with head
gaskets, excessive oil consumption, and transmission problems.

Are there any specific years of the Subaru Impreza known for engine failures?

Yes, Subaru Impreza models from 2002 to 2007 have been reported to experience head gasket failures and engine
issues more frequently than other years.

Is the 2011 Subaru Impreza a year to avoid?

The 2011 Subaru Impreza had some minor transmission issues and higher than average oil consumption reported,
so it may be less desirable compared to newer models with improved reliability.

What problems were common in the 2006 Subaru Impreza?

The 2006 Subaru Impreza commonly faced head gasket failures, excessive oil consumption, and some
transmission problems, making it a year some buyers choose to avoid.

Are newer Subaru Impreza models more reliable?

Yes, Subaru has improved the Impreza's reliability in models from 2012 onward, reducing issues like head gasket
failures and improving overall engine and transmission performance.



Should I avoid Subaru Impreza models before 2010?

Generally, Subaru Impreza models before 2010 are more prone to mechanical issues such as head gasket leaks
and oil consumption problems, so they might require more maintenance compared to newer models.

What are the key reasons to avoid certain Subaru Impreza model years?

Key reasons include recurring head gasket failures, excessive oil consumption, transmission troubles, and in
some cases, suspension issues, particularly in models from 2002-2007.

Is the 2015 Subaru Impreza a reliable choice?

The 2015 Subaru Impreza is considered a reliable choice with fewer reported mechanical problems compared to
older models, benefiting from Subaru's advances in engineering and manufacturing quality.

Additional Resources
1. Subaru Impreza: The Years to Watch Out For
This book explores the most problematic model years of the Subaru Impreza, highlighting common mechanical
issues and reliability concerns. It provides detailed owner reports and expert analysis to help buyers avoid
costly repairs. The guide serves as a valuable resource for both new and used car buyers.

2. Choosing the Right Subaru Impreza: Avoiding the Trouble Years
Focused on helping consumers make informed decisions, this book breaks down the Subaru Impreza by year,
emphasizing which models have recurring defects or design flaws. It includes maintenance tips and buying advice
to ensure a smooth ownership experience. Readers will learn how to spot red flags when shopping for an Impreza.

3. Subaru Impreza Reliability Guide: Years to Skip and Why
An in-depth look at the Subaru Impreza’s history, this guide identifies specific years notorious for engine,
transmission, or electrical failures. It features data-driven assessments and real-world testimonials from
drivers. The book also offers suggestions for alternative model years that are known for better performance.

4. The Subaru Impreza Buyer’s Handbook: Avoiding Problematic Model Years
This comprehensive handbook is designed for prospective Subaru Impreza buyers who want to avoid costly
mistakes. It outlines the problematic years and explains the technical reasons behind the issues. Additionally, it
includes tips on negotiating prices and getting the most out of a pre-purchase inspection.

5. Impreza Trouble Years Explained: A Subaru Owner’s Reference
Written by a long-time Subaru enthusiast, this book provides an insider’s perspective on which Impreza years are
best avoided. It covers common faults such as head gasket failures and suspension problems, with advice on
how to identify these issues during a test drive. The book is ideal for used car buyers and Subaru fans alike.

6. Subaru Impreza: Problematic Model Years and How to Spot Them
This title offers a year-by-year breakdown of the Subaru Impreza, highlighting models with known
manufacturing defects or recalls. It equips readers with the knowledge to recognize symptoms of potential
failures. The book also discusses warranty considerations and the importance of thorough vehicle history
checks.

7. Hidden Pitfalls: Subaru Impreza Years You Should Avoid
Delving into the less obvious issues that plague certain Subaru Impreza model years, this book uncovers hidden
mechanical and electrical problems. It compiles data from repair shops and owner surveys to present a clear
picture of risk factors. The author provides practical advice on what to look for during inspections.

8. Subaru Impreza Used Car Guide: Avoiding the Lemon Years
Targeted at used car buyers, this guide focuses on identifying the Impreza “lemon” years that often require
expensive repairs. It explains the symptoms and repair costs associated with these models and offers strategies
for negotiating better deals. The book aims to help readers find reliable Imprezas without breaking the bank.



9. Subaru Impreza: A History of Problem Years and How to Avoid Them
This historical overview traces the evolution of the Subaru Impreza, pinpointing the years plagued by
mechanical issues and recalls. It includes expert commentary on design changes that improved reliability in later
models. The book is a must-read for enthusiasts and buyers seeking a dependable vehicle.
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