
subaru forester problems and
complaints
subaru forester problems and complaints have been a topic of interest among
automotive enthusiasts and potential buyers for several years. Known for its reliability and
all-wheel-drive capability, the Subaru Forester remains a popular choice in the compact SUV
segment. However, like any vehicle, it is not without its issues. This article explores
common concerns reported by owners, highlighting mechanical, electrical, and design-
related problems. Understanding these complaints helps prospective buyers make informed
decisions and current owners anticipate maintenance needs. The discussion includes
engine troubles, transmission challenges, and electronic system malfunctions. Additionally,
the article addresses recurring warranty and recall issues that have affected various model
years. Below is a detailed table of contents outlining the key areas covered in this
comprehensive review.
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Engine and Performance Issues

The Subaru Forester has faced a range of engine-related problems and performance
complaints that affect various model years. These issues can impact the overall reliability
and driving experience, making it crucial for owners and buyers to be aware of them.

Oil Consumption Problems

One of the most frequently reported issues with the Subaru Forester involves excessive oil
consumption. Some models, particularly those with the 2.5-liter naturally aspirated engine,
have shown tendencies to burn oil at rates higher than normal. This can lead to reduced
engine efficiency and potential damage if not monitored closely.



Head Gasket Failures

Head gasket leaks have been a persistent problem in certain Forester models, especially in
earlier generations. A failing head gasket can cause coolant leaks, overheating, and engine
misfires, leading to costly repairs if not addressed promptly.

Rough Idling and Stalling

Complaints about rough idling and unexpected stalling have been noted by some Forester
owners. These symptoms often stem from issues with the fuel system, ignition components,
or sensors such as the mass airflow sensor or oxygen sensors.

Increased oil consumption in 2014-2018 models

Head gasket repairs common in 2003-2008 models

Fuel injector and sensor malfunctions causing rough idle

Transmission and Drivetrain Concerns

Transmission and drivetrain reliability are critical for any SUV, and the Subaru Forester has
experienced a variety of problems in this area. These issues often affect drivability and
long-term durability.

CVT Transmission Complaints

The Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT) used in many Forester models has been a
source of frustration for some owners. Reported problems include hesitation during
acceleration, shuddering, and premature transmission failure. These concerns highlight the
importance of regular maintenance and addressing symptoms early.

All-Wheel Drive System Issues

Subaru's symmetrical all-wheel drive is a key selling point, but some Forester owners have
reported problems such as unusual noises, differential lock failures, and transfer case
malfunctions. These issues can compromise traction and vehicle stability.



Clutch and Gearbox Problems in Manual Models

Although less common, manual transmission Foresters have exhibited clutch wear and
gearbox shifting difficulties. These problems may require clutch replacement or gearbox
servicing to restore smooth operation.

CVT transmission shudder and hesitation

Noises from AWD components

Manual transmission clutch wear in older models

Electrical and Infotainment Problems

Modern Subaru Foresters are equipped with advanced electrical and infotainment systems,
which have sometimes been the source of complaints. These issues affect convenience,
safety, and overall user satisfaction.

Touchscreen and Display Malfunctions

Owners have reported touchscreen responsiveness problems, screen freezing, and display
errors in the multimedia systems. Such malfunctions can impair access to navigation, audio
controls, and vehicle settings.

Battery Drain and Electrical Failures

Some Forester models have experienced excessive battery drain, often related to faulty
wiring, sensors, or modules that do not enter sleep mode correctly. Electrical failures can
also affect lighting, power windows, and other accessories.

Bluetooth and Connectivity Issues

Bluetooth connectivity problems, including pairing difficulties and audio dropouts, have
been common complaints. These issues hinder hands-free calling and media streaming
functions.

Touchscreen freezing and glitches



Battery drainage linked to electronic control units

Bluetooth pairing and stability concerns

Interior and Comfort Complaints

While the Subaru Forester is praised for its spacious interior and comfort, there have been
some reported issues related to materials, ergonomics, and noise levels.

Premature Wear of Upholstery and Trim

Some owners note that seat fabric and interior trim components show signs of wear and
tear earlier than expected, including fading, cracking, and loosening. These issues affect
the aesthetic appeal and comfort of the cabin.

Excessive Road and Wind Noise

Complaints about higher-than-average road and wind noise at highway speeds have been
documented. This can detract from the quietness and refinement expected in this class of
SUV.

Climate Control System Problems

Malfunctions in the heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) systems, such as
inconsistent temperature regulation and blower motor failures, have been reported by
Forester owners.

Upholstery fading and cracking

Increased cabin noise at high speeds

HVAC system inconsistencies



Safety Recalls and Warranty Considerations

Safety recalls and warranty issues are important aspects of vehicle ownership. The Subaru
Forester has been subject to several recalls that address safety-related defects and
component failures.

Airbag Inflator Recalls

The Forester has been included in recalls related to faulty airbag inflators that may rupture
during deployment, posing serious safety risks. Owners are advised to check recall status
and ensure timely repairs.

Rear Suspension and Brake System Recalls

Some model years have faced recalls for rear suspension components that could corrode
prematurely, as well as brake system faults that affect stopping performance.

Warranty Coverage and Repair Experiences

Warranty coverage for common problems such as engine oil consumption and transmission
issues varies by model year and region. Some owners report mixed experiences with dealer
repairs and claim approvals.

Takata airbag inflator recall participation

Rear suspension corrosion repair campaigns

Variable warranty responses for engine and transmission repairs

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the most common problems reported with the
Subaru Forester?
Common problems reported with the Subaru Forester include excessive oil consumption,
transmission issues, head gasket failures in older models, and problems with the
infotainment system.



Are there any known transmission issues with the
Subaru Forester?
Yes, some Subaru Forester owners have reported issues with the CVT (Continuously
Variable Transmission), such as shuddering, hesitation, or premature failure, particularly in
models from the early 2010s.

Does the Subaru Forester have any engine-related
complaints?
Certain Subaru Forester models, especially those manufactured before 2013, have
experienced head gasket leaks and excessive oil consumption, which have been common
engine-related complaints among owners.

How reliable is the Subaru Forester according to owner
reviews?
Overall, the Subaru Forester is considered fairly reliable, but some owners report recurring
issues like oil consumption and transmission problems. Regular maintenance and timely
repairs can help mitigate these concerns.

Are there any safety recalls related to the Subaru
Forester?
Yes, the Subaru Forester has had several recalls over the years, including issues related to
airbag deployment, fuel system leaks, and software updates for the braking system. It's
important to check with Subaru or the NHTSA database for the latest recall information for
your specific model year.

Additional Resources
1. Subaru Forester Troubles: Common Issues and How to Fix Them
This book provides an in-depth look at the most frequent problems faced by Subaru
Forester owners. From engine troubles to transmission glitches, it covers detailed
diagnostics and repair tips. The author combines expert advice with firsthand owner
experiences to offer practical solutions. It's a must-have guide for those wanting to
maintain their Forester's reliability.

2. The Subaru Forester Owner’s Complaint Handbook
Focused on real-world complaints, this book compiles owner feedback and identifies
recurring themes in Subaru Forester performance. It explores issues such as electrical
malfunctions, suspension problems, and fuel system concerns. Readers will find insights on
how to navigate warranty claims and avoid common pitfalls. The book aims to empower
owners with knowledge to advocate for their vehicle’s care.

3. Subaru Forester: Navigating Recalls and Known Defects
This comprehensive resource details the various recalls that have affected the Subaru



Forester over the years. It explains the nature of the defects, the risks involved, and the
steps Subaru has taken to address them. The book also advises owners on how to stay
informed and ensure their vehicles are up to date on safety repairs. It’s an essential read
for safety-conscious Forester drivers.

4. Under the Hood: Diagnosing Subaru Forester Mechanical Failures
A technical manual aimed at both mechanics and DIY enthusiasts, this book dives into the
mechanical failures commonly seen in Subaru Foresters. It covers engine diagnostics,
cooling system issues, and drivetrain problems in detail. With clear diagrams and
troubleshooting flowcharts, readers can better understand and resolve their vehicle’s
mechanical challenges.

5. Subaru Forester Electrical Woes: Causes and Solutions
This book focuses exclusively on the electrical and electronic problems that Subaru Forester
owners frequently encounter. It discusses issues such as battery drain, faulty sensors, and
malfunctioning infotainment systems. The author provides step-by-step guidance on testing
and repairing electrical components, helping readers avoid costly visits to the dealer.

6. Subaru Forester Suspension and Steering Complaints Explained
Suspension and steering systems are critical for vehicle safety and comfort, yet many
Forester owners report problems in these areas. This book explains the causes of common
complaints like uneven tire wear, noisy shocks, and steering wander. It also offers
maintenance tips and repair advice to restore handling performance and extend component
life.

7. Fuel Efficiency and Emission Issues in the Subaru Forester
This book investigates why some Subaru Forester models experience decreased fuel
economy and emission system failures. It explores potential causes such as faulty oxygen
sensors, clogged fuel injectors, and software glitches. The author provides strategies for
diagnosis and preventative maintenance to help owners optimize their vehicle’s efficiency.

8. Subaru Forester Transmission Troubles and Fixes
Transmission problems can be costly and frustrating, and this book addresses the specific
issues seen in Subaru Forester models. It covers symptoms like delayed shifting, slipping
gears, and transmission fluid leaks. Detailed repair procedures and maintenance tips are
included to help owners prolong their transmission’s lifespan and reduce repair bills.

9. Living with a Subaru Forester: Owner Stories of Problems and Perseverance
This collection of personal stories offers a candid look at the challenges and triumphs of
Subaru Forester ownership. Owners share their experiences dealing with mechanical
failures, warranty battles, and unexpected repairs. The book provides a balanced
perspective, highlighting both the vehicle’s strengths and its common drawbacks, helping
prospective buyers make informed decisions.
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