
snhu fall fiction contest

snhu fall fiction contest is an annual literary event hosted by Southern New Hampshire University
(SNHU) that aims to discover and reward emerging writers in the realm of fiction. This prestigious
competition attracts submissions from a diverse pool of talented authors seeking recognition and
publication opportunities. The contest is well-known for its rigorous selection process, generous
prizes, and the chance to have winning works published in SNHU’s literary outlets. Writers of various
backgrounds and experience levels participate, making it a vibrant platform for creative storytelling.
This article explores all essential aspects of the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest, including eligibility criteria,
submission guidelines, judging procedures, and tips for crafting a successful entry. Readers will also
find information on past winners and the contest’s impact on literary careers. Below is a detailed
overview of the topics covered in this article.

Overview of the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest

Eligibility and Submission Guidelines

Judging Criteria and Process

Prizes and Publication Opportunities

Tips for Writing a Winning Fiction Entry

Past Winners and Their Success Stories

Impact of the Contest on Emerging Writers

Overview of the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest
The SNHU Fall Fiction Contest is a literary competition that highlights the creative talents of fiction
writers. Sponsored by Southern New Hampshire University, the contest has gained a reputation for
fostering new voices in fiction and providing a platform for innovative storytelling. The competition
typically opens in the fall season, inviting submissions that showcase originality, narrative strength,
and compelling characters. It serves as both an academic and creative initiative, aligning with SNHU’s
commitment to promoting literary arts and supporting emerging authors.

The contest encourages a wide variety of fiction styles, including short stories, flash fiction, and
narrative experiments. This flexibility allows participants to explore unique narrative forms and
themes, contributing to a rich and diverse collection of literary works. Moreover, the contest is
designed to be accessible to writers at different stages of their careers, from students to independent
authors.



History and Purpose
The SNHU Fall Fiction Contest was established to nurture creative writing within the university
community and beyond. Over the years, it has evolved into a respected literary event that attracts
entries nationwide. Its primary purpose is to recognize outstanding fiction that pushes the boundaries
of storytelling while providing recognition and support to talented writers. By doing so, the contest
helps cultivate literary excellence and encourages the continued growth of the fiction genre.

Significance in the Literary Community
Within the literary landscape, the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest holds a significant position due to its
association with a reputable educational institution and its focus on quality fiction. Winning or placing
in this contest can enhance an author’s credibility and open doors to further publishing opportunities.
The contest also serves as a networking avenue where writers can connect with literary professionals,
editors, and fellow authors, fostering a supportive creative environment.

Eligibility and Submission Guidelines
Understanding the eligibility requirements and submission procedures is crucial for prospective
entrants in the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest. The contest maintains clear guidelines to ensure fairness
and inclusivity, making it accessible to a broad range of writers.

Who Can Enter
The contest is generally open to all writers aged 18 and older, including students, independent
authors, and professionals. There are typically no restrictions based on nationality or residence,
although entrants must adhere to the submission deadlines and formatting rules. Participants are
encouraged to submit original works that have not been published previously or are not under
consideration elsewhere.

Submission Requirements
Entries must comply with specific formatting and content guidelines, which often include:

Word count limits, typically ranging from 1,000 to 5,000 words

Fiction genre focus—submissions should be narrative prose

Proper formatting such as double-spacing, standard font size, and margins

Exclusion of identifying information on the manuscript to maintain anonymity during judging

Submission of entries through designated online platforms or email addresses

Entrants are advised to carefully review the official contest announcement for detailed instructions, as



requirements can vary slightly each year.

Judging Criteria and Process
The SNHU Fall Fiction Contest employs a rigorous evaluation process designed to uphold high literary
standards. Judging is conducted by a panel of experienced editors, writers, and faculty members
associated with SNHU or the broader literary community.

Evaluation Standards
Submissions are assessed based on several criteria, including:

Originality: The uniqueness of the story idea and creative approach

Character Development: Depth, complexity, and believability of characters

Plot Structure: Cohesion, pacing, and narrative flow

Language and Style: Quality of prose, voice, and readability

Thematic Depth: Exploration of meaningful themes and emotional impact

The judges read entries anonymously to ensure impartiality, focusing solely on the literary merit of
each work.

Selection Process
The contest typically involves multiple rounds of evaluation. Initial rounds narrow the pool of
submissions to a shortlist of finalists. These finalists undergo further scrutiny before the winners are
selected. This multi-stage process ensures that the most deserving stories receive recognition.
Feedback may or may not be provided to participants depending on the contest’s policies.

Prizes and Publication Opportunities
The SNHU Fall Fiction Contest offers attractive prizes that motivate writers to submit their best work.
Beyond monetary awards, the contest provides invaluable exposure and publication opportunities,
which are crucial for emerging authors.

Monetary Awards
Prizes often include cash awards distributed among first, second, and third place winners. The
amounts vary but are competitive enough to attract high-quality submissions. In some cases,
honorable mentions or special recognition awards may also be granted.



Publication Benefits
One of the most significant incentives of the contest is the opportunity for winning stories to be
published. Selected entries are featured in SNHU’s literary magazine or other affiliated publications,
providing authors with a platform to reach wider audiences. Publication not only enhances an author’s
portfolio but also adds credibility to their writing career.

Tips for Writing a Winning Fiction Entry
Crafting a compelling submission for the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest requires attention to detail and an
understanding of what judges seek in fiction writing. The following tips can improve an entry’s
chances of success.

Develop Strong Characters: Create believable and relatable characters with clear1.
motivations and growth throughout the story.

Engage with a Unique Plot: Avoid clichés by offering fresh perspectives or inventive twists in2.
your narrative.

Focus on Clarity and Style: Use precise language and maintain a consistent voice that3.
enhances the story’s mood and tone.

Adhere to Guidelines: Follow all submission rules carefully to avoid disqualification.4.

Edit and Proofread: Revise your work multiple times to eliminate errors and improve flow.5.

Seek Feedback: Share your story with trusted readers or writing groups to gain constructive6.
critiques.

Past Winners and Their Success Stories
The SNHU Fall Fiction Contest has recognized numerous talented authors whose careers have
flourished following their success in the competition. Many past winners have gone on to publish
novels, secure literary agents, and receive additional awards.

Notable Winners
Several authors who gained initial recognition through the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest have become
influential voices in contemporary fiction. Their stories often reflect diverse themes and innovative
narrative techniques, embodying the contest’s commitment to literary excellence.



Career Impact
Winning or placing in the contest can serve as a significant milestone in a writer’s professional
journey. The visibility and credibility offered by the contest often lead to further publication
opportunities, invitations to literary events, and expanded readership. This recognition provides
momentum that can propel writers toward long-term success in the literary field.

Impact of the Contest on Emerging Writers
The SNHU Fall Fiction Contest plays a vital role in supporting emerging writers by providing a
respected platform for their work. The contest encourages creative risk-taking and innovation, helping
new voices gain recognition in a competitive literary environment.

Encouraging Literary Diversity
By welcoming submissions across genres and styles, the contest promotes a wide range of narratives
that reflect diverse cultural and social perspectives. This inclusivity enriches the literary community
and expands readers’ exposure to varied storytelling traditions.

Fostering Professional Growth
The contest offers entrants the opportunity to experience the professional aspects of literary
publishing, including submission protocols, editorial feedback, and the competitive nature of literary
awards. These experiences are invaluable for writers seeking to establish and develop their careers.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest?
The SNHU Fall Fiction Contest is a writing competition hosted by Southern New Hampshire University
that invites writers to submit original fictional stories during the fall season.

Who is eligible to participate in the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest?
The contest is open to all writers, including students, alumni, and the general public, depending on
the specific guidelines published each year by SNHU.

What are the submission guidelines for the SNHU Fall Fiction
Contest?
Submissions typically must be original, unpublished fiction within a specified word count, formatted
according to the contest rules provided by SNHU at the time of the contest.



When is the submission deadline for the SNHU Fall Fiction
Contest?
The submission deadline usually falls in late fall, often in November, but exact dates vary each year
and should be confirmed on the SNHU contest webpage.

Are there any entry fees for the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest?
The contest may or may not have an entry fee; participants should check the current contest details
on the official SNHU website for fee information.

What prizes can winners expect in the SNHU Fall Fiction
Contest?
Winners often receive cash prizes, publication opportunities, or other literary recognitions as outlined
by SNHU in the contest announcement.

How are submissions judged in the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest?
Submissions are typically evaluated by a panel of judges based on creativity, originality, storytelling,
and adherence to the contest theme or guidelines.

Can I submit multiple entries to the SNHU Fall Fiction
Contest?
The contest rules usually specify whether multiple submissions are allowed; entrants should review
the official contest rules to confirm.

Where can I find the official rules and submission portal for
the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest?
Official rules and submission details are available on Southern New Hampshire University's website,
often under their creative writing or contest pages.

When are the winners of the SNHU Fall Fiction Contest
announced?
Winners are typically announced a few weeks to a couple of months after the submission deadline,
often via SNHU's website or social media channels.

Additional Resources
1. Whispers Beneath the Maple Tree
Set against the vibrant backdrop of a New England fall, this story follows a young woman who returns
to her hometown to uncover family secrets buried beneath the colorful leaves. As she reconnects with
old friends and confronts her past, she learns the true meaning of forgiveness and renewal. The novel



beautifully captures the bittersweet essence of change during the autumn season.

2. The Last Harvest Festival
In a small town preparing for its annual fall festival, tensions rise as long-hidden rivalries resurface.
When a mysterious stranger arrives, the community must come together to save their cherished
tradition. This tale weaves themes of community, resilience, and the magic of autumn celebrations.

3. Crimson Shadows
A thrilling mystery set in a college campus during fall, where the fiery red leaves mirror the intensity
of a secret that could shatter lives. A determined student journalist uncovers a web of deceit that
challenges her beliefs and tests her courage. The story blends suspense with the haunting beauty of
the season.

4. Lanterns in the Mist
Amidst the swirling fog of an autumn evening, a group of friends embarks on a nighttime adventure
that unravels hidden truths and strengthens their bonds. This coming-of-age story explores themes of
friendship, trust, and the fleeting nature of youth, all illuminated by the soft glow of lantern light.

5. Echoes of October
A poignant tale of love and loss, where memories of a past October shape the protagonist’s present.
Through letters and flashbacks, the novel explores how one autumn can change a life forever. The
rich descriptions of fall foliage serve as a metaphor for the cycles of life and healing.

6. Maple Street Secrets
When a new family moves into a quaint neighborhood known for its stunning fall colors, they uncover
old secrets that bind the community together. Each chapter reveals a different perspective, creating a
tapestry of stories that highlight the complexities of human connection during the season of change.

7. Harvest Moon Rising
Under the glow of the harvest moon, a young farmer struggles to save his land from foreclosure while
grappling with family expectations. The novel captures the hardships and hopes tied to the fall
harvest, illustrating the deep relationship between people and the earth.

8. Falling for November
A heartfelt romance unfolds as two strangers meet during the chilly days of November, discovering
warmth in each other's company amid the falling leaves. Their journey explores themes of second
chances, personal growth, and the unexpected ways love can blossom in the most unlikely seasons.

9. Silent Trails
Set in the quiet woods of a rural town, this suspenseful story follows a hiker who stumbles upon a
hidden trail leading to a forgotten past. As autumn deepens, the protagonist must navigate secrets
and danger, learning that sometimes, silence holds the loudest truths.
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