
should your school day start later commonlit answers

should your school day start later commonlit answers is a frequently searched topic among students,
educators, and parents alike. This phrase refers to the set of answers and insights provided within
CommonLit’s educational materials that discuss the merits and challenges of starting school days later in the
morning. The debate over school start times is rooted in scientific research about adolescent sleep patterns,
academic performance, and overall health. Many schools consider adjusting start times to better align with
students’ biological clocks, aiming to enhance learning outcomes and well-being. This article explores
commonlit answers on why a later school day start may be beneficial, examines scientific evidence, outlines
potential drawbacks, and reviews practical considerations for implementation. The discussion will also cover
how these answers reflect broader educational trends and policy discussions.

Understanding the Need for Later School Start Times

Scientific Research Supporting Later Start Times

Commonlit Answers: Key Arguments for Later Start Times

Challenges and Concerns Regarding Later Start Times

Implementation Strategies and Considerations

Understanding the Need for Later School Start Times
The question of whether school days should start later is deeply connected to adolescent sleep science and
educational outcomes. Teenagers naturally have a delayed sleep phase, meaning they tend to fall asleep and
wake up later compared to younger children and adults. This biological shift often conflicts with early
school start times, leading to chronic sleep deprivation. Commonlit answers frequently highlight this
disconnect as a fundamental reason for advocating later start times.

Adolescent Sleep Patterns
During puberty, the circadian rhythm of adolescents shifts, causing them to feel sleepy later at night. This
phenomenon, known as delayed sleep phase syndrome, makes early wake-up times particularly
challenging. As a result, students may not get the recommended 8 to 10 hours of sleep on school nights,
impacting their alertness and cognitive functioning during class.



Impact on Academic Performance
Sleep deprivation among students can lead to decreased attention, memory problems, and lower academic
achievement. Commonlit answers often emphasize that well-rested students are more likely to perform
better academically, participate actively in class, and retain information more effectively. The push for later
start times is seen as a way to support these educational goals by aligning school schedules with students’
natural sleep needs.

Scientific Research Supporting Later Start Times
Multiple studies have documented the benefits of later school start times, providing empirical backing to
the arguments found in commonlit answers. These studies explore various aspects, including sleep
duration, mental health, and academic outcomes, supporting the case for adjusting school schedules.

Increased Sleep Duration
Research consistently shows that schools with later start times see increases in students’ total sleep duration.
When school begins later, students can wake up closer to their natural wake times, reducing the need for
early alarm clocks and allowing for more restorative sleep.

Improved Mental and Physical Health
Insufficient sleep is linked to higher rates of depression, anxiety, obesity, and other health issues among
adolescents. Later start times can mitigate these risks by promoting healthier sleep habits, which in turn
support emotional regulation and physical well-being. Commonlit answers often cite these health benefits
as important reasons for changing school schedules.

Enhanced Academic and Behavioral Outcomes
Several studies also report improvements in attendance, reduced tardiness, and lower dropout rates in
schools that implement later start times. Better-rested students tend to have higher grades and better test
scores, as well as fewer behavioral problems, which all contribute to a more positive school environment.

Commonlit Answers: Key Arguments for Later Start Times
Commonlit, as an educational platform, provides text-based resources and comprehension questions focused
on the debate over school start times. The answers and discussions found within these resources encapsulate
the primary reasons and evidence supporting later start times.



Alignment with Biological Rhythms
One of the most frequently cited answers relates to the biological necessity of adjusting school start times to
fit adolescent circadian rhythms. This argument is often supported by scientific facts about sleep cycles and
developmental biology.

Academic Improvement
Commonlit answers also emphasize that later start times correlate with better grades and learning
outcomes. The platform often asks students to analyze texts that present data or expert opinions linking
sleep and academic success.

Health and Safety Considerations
Another key point highlighted in commonlit answers is the improvement in overall health and safety. For
example, better sleep reduces the risk of car accidents among teen drivers and decreases mental health
issues.

Equity and Accessibility
Some commonlit answers touch on how later start times can promote educational equity. Students from
lower socioeconomic backgrounds often face additional sleep challenges due to household responsibilities or
environmental factors, making later start times potentially more beneficial for these groups.

Challenges and Concerns Regarding Later Start Times
Despite the compelling arguments for later school start times, there are notable challenges and concerns that
schools and communities must consider. Commonlit answers often include these counterpoints to provide a
balanced perspective.

Logistical Issues
Adjusting school schedules affects transportation, extracurricular activities, and family routines. Bus
schedules may need to be revised, and after-school programs might face conflicts. These logistical hurdles
can complicate the implementation of later start times.



Impact on After-School Activities
Later dismissal times can interfere with sports practices, part-time jobs, and family time. Some commonlit
answers discuss how these changes might negatively impact students’ ability to participate in important
activities outside of school hours.

Resistance from Stakeholders
Parents, teachers, and administrators may resist changes due to concerns about childcare, work schedules,
and tradition. These social and cultural factors can slow down or prevent the adoption of later start
schedules.

Implementation Strategies and Considerations
For schools interested in adopting later start times, careful planning and stakeholder engagement are
critical. Commonlit answers often include suggestions on how to approach these challenges effectively.

Community Involvement
Engaging parents, teachers, and students in the decision-making process helps build support. Hosting
forums and surveys can provide valuable feedback and increase understanding of the benefits and
drawbacks.

Incremental Changes
Some districts opt for gradual shifts in start times to allow adjustment periods. This approach can help
minimize disruption and give families time to adapt.

Coordination with Transportation
Working closely with bus companies and city planners can address logistical challenges. Innovative
solutions such as staggered start times across different schools may also be effective.

Monitoring and Evaluation
After implementation, tracking outcomes related to attendance, academic performance, and sleep habits is
essential. Data-driven assessments can guide further adjustments and demonstrate the impact of the change.



Adolescent sleep patterns require later wake times

Improved academic performance linked to adequate sleep

Health benefits including reduced mental health risks

Logistical challenges such as transportation and extracurricular conflicts

Community involvement and gradual implementation strategies

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main argument for starting the school day later according to
CommonLit texts?
The main argument is that starting the school day later can improve students' sleep patterns, leading to
better focus, academic performance, and overall health.

How does starting school later benefit students' mental health?
Starting school later allows students to get adequate sleep, which reduces stress, anxiety, and depression,
promoting better mental health.

What evidence is commonly cited in CommonLit readings to support
later school start times?
CommonLit readings often cite studies showing that teenagers have biological sleep cycles that make early
mornings difficult, and that later start times correlate with improved attendance and test scores.

What are some potential challenges mentioned in CommonLit answers
regarding later school start times?
Challenges include scheduling conflicts with after-school activities, transportation logistics, and impacts on
parents' work schedules.



How do later school start times affect academic performance according to
CommonLit texts?
Later start times generally lead to increased alertness and concentration, resulting in higher grades and
better test performance.

What role does sleep play in the debate over school start times in
CommonLit readings?
Sleep is emphasized as essential for cognitive function and physical health, making adequate sleep a critical
factor in the argument for later school start times.

Are there any counterarguments presented in CommonLit materials
about starting school later?
Yes, some counterarguments include concerns about after-school job schedules, sports practices, and
potential disruption to family routines.

What solutions do CommonLit answers suggest to address the challenges
of later school start times?
Solutions include adjusting extracurricular schedules, coordinating with transportation services, and
community discussions to create flexible arrangements.

Additional Resources
1. "Why Schools Should Start Later: The Science Behind Sleep and Learning"
This book delves into the scientific research supporting later school start times. It explains how adolescent
sleep patterns affect learning, mood, and overall health. The author presents compelling evidence and case
studies from schools that have successfully shifted their schedules, highlighting improvements in student
performance and well-being.

2. "The Case for Later School Start Times: Improving Student Outcomes"
Focusing on educational outcomes, this book explores how later start times can enhance academic
achievement and reduce absenteeism. It discusses the challenges and benefits from the perspectives of
students, parents, and educators. The text also offers practical advice for schools considering schedule
changes.

3. "Sleep and School: Why Teens Need More Rest"
This book addresses the critical role of sleep in adolescent development and academic success. It synthesizes



research on sleep deprivation among teenagers and its impact on cognitive function and mental health. The
author advocates for policy changes in school start times to align with teenagers’ natural sleep cycles.

4. "Later Start, Better Grades: The Impact of School Schedules on Learning"
Through a combination of scientific studies and real-world examples, this book illustrates how shifting
school start times leads to improved grades and student engagement. It also discusses the societal and
logistical factors schools must consider when implementing later start schedules.

5. "The Sleep Revolution in Education: Rethinking School Start Times"
This book presents a comprehensive look at the movement toward later school start times across the globe.
It features interviews with sleep experts, educators, and students, providing a multifaceted view of the
ongoing debate. The author offers guidance on overcoming obstacles to change and maximizing the benefits
of later starts.

6. "Rested and Ready: How Later School Start Times Benefit Teens"
Highlighting the health and psychological benefits, this book examines how later start times reduce stress,
improve mood, and enhance students’ ability to focus. It includes personal stories from teenagers and
families who have experienced positive changes. The book also reviews policy initiatives aimed at
promoting healthier school schedules.

7. "Chronotypes and Classroom Clocks: Aligning School Schedules with Teen Sleep Patterns"
This book explores the science of chronotypes—the natural tendencies for individuals to be morning or
evening people—and their implications for school scheduling. It argues for flexible start times to
accommodate diverse student needs. The author provides strategies for educators to create more adaptive
learning environments.

8. "Debunking Myths: Addressing Concerns About Later School Start Times"
This book tackles common objections to later school start times, such as transportation issues and after-school
activities. It presents data and case studies that refute these concerns and demonstrate successful
implementations. The author emphasizes the importance of prioritizing student health and learning.

9. "The Future of Education: Embracing Later School Start Times"
Looking ahead, this book envisions an educational system that prioritizes student well-being through later
start times. It discusses emerging research, policy trends, and innovative scheduling models. The author
encourages stakeholders to collaborate in creating schools that support both academic excellence and healthy
development.
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