SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL

SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL SERVES AS A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE AIMED AT SHAPING THE DEVELOPMENT OF STREETS
WITHIN THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO TO PROMOTE SAFETY, ACCESSIBILITY, AND SUSTAINABILITY. THIS MANUAL PROVIDES DETAILED
STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES FOR URBAN PLANNERS, ENGINEERS, AND DEVELOPERS TO DESIGN STREETS THAT ACCOMMODATE
MULTIPLE MODES OF TRANSPORTATION INCLUDING PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS, TRANSIT, AND VEHICLES. EMPHASIZING COMPLETE
STREETS PRINCIPLES, THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL ENSURES THAT PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY ARE DESIGNED TO BE
FUNCTIONAL AND INVITING FOR ALL USERS, FOSTERING VIBRANT, LIVABLE COMMUNITIES. |T INCORPORATES INNOVATIVE
APPROACHES TO TRAFFIC CALMING, STREETSCAPE ENHANCEMENTS, AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEW ARDSHIP. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES
THE KEY COMPONENTS OF THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL, ITS SIGNIFICANCE IN URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND THE
PRACTICAL GUIDELINES IT PROVIDES FOR STREET DESIGN. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS COVER THE MANUAL’S PURPOSE AND SCOPE,
DESIGN STANDARDS, MULTIMODAL INTEGRATION, SUSTAINABILITY MEASURES, AND IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES.

® PURPOSE AND SCoOPE OF THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL

DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

o MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION INTEGRATION

® SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

IMPLEMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE

PURPOSE AND ScoPE oF THE SAN DIEGo STREET DESIGN MANUAL

THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL ESTABLISHES A FRAMEWORK FOR THE CONSISTENT AND EFFECTIVE DESIGN OF STREETS
THROUGHOUT THE CITY. ITS PURPOSE IS TO FACILITATE THE CREATION OF STREETS THAT ARE SAFE, ACCESSIBLE, AND
AESTHETICALLY PLEASING WHILE SUPPORTING THE CITY’S BROADER TRANSPORTATION AND LAND USE GOALS. THE MANUAL
ADDRESSES THE NEEDS OF ALL USERS, INCLUDING MOTORISTS, PEDESTRIANS, BICYCLISTS, TRANSIT RIDERS, AND PERSONS WITH
DISABILITIES. |T SEEKS TO BALANCE MOBILITY WITH LIVABILITY BY PROMOTING COMPLETE STREETS CONCEPTS THAT INTEGRATE
VARIOUS MODES OF TRAVEL.

SCOPE‘\X/ISE, THE MANUAL COVERS NEW STREET CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, AND REHABILITATION PROJECTS WITHIN
SAN DIEGO’S JURISDICTION. |T APPLIES TO PUBLIC STREETS, ALLEYS, AND PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY , PROVIDING DETAILED
TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS AND DESIGN CRITERIA. THE MANUAL ALSO SERVES AS A REFERENCE FOR PRIVATE DEVELOPERS AND
CONSULTANTS INVOLVED IN STREET PROJECTS, ENSURING ALIGNMENT WITH CITY POLICIES AND STANDARDS.

OBJECTIVES OF THE MANUAL

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES INCLUDE IMPROVING SAFETY FOR ALL USERS, ENHANCING CONNECTIVITY AND ACCESSIBILITY,
SUPPORTING MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS, AND FOSTERING ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY IN STREET DESIGN.
ADDITIONALLY, THE MANUAL AIMS TO CREATE STREETSCAPES THAT CONTRIBUTE TO NEIGHBORHOOD CHARACTER AND PROMOTE
ECONOMIC VITALITY.

TARGET AUDIENCE

THE MANUAL IS INTENDED FOR CITY PLANNERS, CIVIL ENGINEERS, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, DEVELOPERS, AND CONTRACTORS
ENGAGED IN THE PLANNING, DESIGN, AND CONSTRUCTION OF STREETS IN SAN DIEGO. IT ALSO PROVIDES VALUABLE GUIDANCE FOR
COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS INTERESTED IN UNDERSTANDING STREET DESIGN POLICIES.



DeSIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES

THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL OUTLINES COMPREHENSIVE DESIGN STANDARDS TO ENSURE UNIFORMITY AND QUALITY IN
STREET INFRASTRUCTURE. THESE STANDARDS COVER GEOMETRIC DESIGN, STREET CROSS-SECTIONS, PAVEMENT STRUCTURES,
SIGNAGE, AND LIGHTING. THE GUIDELINES ARE DEVELOPED BASED ON INDUSTRY BEST PRACTICES AND LOCAL CONTEXT
CONSIDERATIONS TO OPTIMIZE PERFORMANCE AND USER EXPERIENCE.

STReeT TYPOLOGIES AND CROSS-SECTIONS

THE MANUAL CATEGORIZES STREETS BY FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION SUCH AS ARTERIAL, COLLECTOR, AND LOCAL STREETS,
EACH WITH RECOMMENDED CROSS-SECTION DESIGNS. THESE CROSS-SECTIONS SPECIFY LANE WIDTHS, PARKING CONFIGURATIONS,
BIKE LANES, SIDEWALKS, AND LANDSCAPING AREAS TAILORED TO THE STREET’S INTENDED USE AND TRAFFIC VOLUME.

PeDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES

SPECIAL EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE INFRASTRUCTURE TO PROMOTE NON-MOTORIZED TRAVEL. SIDEWALKS
MUST MEET MINIMUM WIDTH REQUIREMENTS AND INCLUDE CURB RAMPS FOR ACCESSIBILITY. DEDICATED BIKE LANES OR SHARED USE
PATHS ARE INTEGRATED BASED ON THE STREET TYPE AND CORRIDOR PRIORITY. THE MANUAL ALSO ADDRESSES PEDESTRIAN
CROSSINGS, REFUGE ISLANDS, AND TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES TO ENHANCE SAFETY.

TrAFFIC CALMING AND SAFETY FEATURES

To REDUCE VEHICLE SPEEDS AND IMPROVE SAFETY, THE MANUAL RECOMMENDS VARIOUS TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICES SUCH AS
SPEED HUMPS, CURB EXTENSIONS, CHICANES, AND RAISED CROSSW ALKS. THESE FEATURES ARE DESIGNED TO PROTECT
VULNERABLE USERS AND CREATE A MORE COMFORTABLE STREET ENVIRONMENT.

MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION INTEGRATION

A KEY PRINCIPLE OF THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL IS THE SEAMLESS INTEGRATION OF MULTIPLE TRANSPORTATION
MODES WITHIN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY. |T PROMOTES EQUITABLE ACCESS FOR PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS, TRANSIT USERS,
AND MOTORISTS TO SUPPORT A BALANCED TRANSPORTATION NET\WORK.

TRANSIT PRIORITY AND ACCESSIBILITY

THE MANUAL INCLUDES PROVISIONS FOR TRANSIT-FRIENDLY STREET DESIGN, INCORPORATING BUS LANES, TRANSIT STOPS WITH
SHELTERS, AND PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ENHANCEMENTS. TRANSIT PRIORITY MEASURES AIM TO IMPROVE SERVICE RELIABILITY AND
ENCOURAGE PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION USE.

COMPLETE STREETS IMPLEMENTATION

COMPLETE STREETS CONCEPTS ARE CENTRAL TO THE MANUAL, ADVOCATING FOR STREETS THAT SAFELY ACCOMMODATE ALL
USERS REGARDLESS OF AGE OR ABILITY. THIS INCLUDES CONTINUOUS SIDEWALKS, ACCESSIBLE CURB RAMPS, WELL~-MARKED
CROSSWALKS, AND BUFFERED BIKE LANES.

CONNECTIVITY AND NETWORK PLANNING

THE DESIGN MANUAL SUPPORTS CONNECTIVITY BY ENCOURAGING STREET NETWORKS THAT REDUCE DEAD ENDS AND IMPROVE
ROUTE OPTIONS FOR ALL MODES. |T STRESSES THE IMPORTANCE OF LINKING NEIGHBORHOODS, COMMERCIAL AREAS, AND TRANSIT



HUBS TO ENHANCE MOBILITY AND REDUCE RELIANCE ON SINGLE-OCCUPANCY VEHICLES.

SUSTAINABILITY AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL INCORPORATES SUSTAINABLE DESIGN PRACTICES TO REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS
AND SUPPORT THE CITY’S CLIMATE ACTION GOALS. THIS INCLUDES STORMWATER MANAGEMENT, GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, AND
MATERIALS SELECTION.

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT AND GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

THE MANUAL ADVOCATES FOR THE INTEGRATION OF BIOSWALES, PERMEABLE PAVEMENTS, RAIN GARDENS, AND STREET TREES TO
MANAGE STORMWATER ONSITE AND IMPROVE WATER QUALITY. THESE FEATURES ALSO ENHANCE STREETSCAPE AESTHETICS AND
PROVIDE URBAN HEAT ISLAND MITIGATION.

Use oF SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS

GUIDELINES ENCOURAGE THE USE OF RECYCLED, LOCALLY SOURCED, AND LOW-IMPACT MATERIALS IN STREET CONSTRUCTION
AND MAINTENANCE. EMPHASIS IS PLACED ON DURARBILITY AND LIFECYCLE COST-EFFECTIVENESS TO MINIMIZE RESOURCE
CONSUMPTION.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND LIGHTING

ENERGY-EFFICIENT STREET LIGHTING SYSTEMS SUCH AS LED FIXTURES WITH SMART CONTROLS ARE RECOMMENDED TO REDUCE
ENERGY USE AND LIGHT POLLUTION WHILE MAINTAINING SAFETY AND VISIBILITY.

IMPLEMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE

EFFECTIVE APPLICATION OF THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL REQUIRES COORDINATED PROCESSES AND REGULATORY
COMPLIANCE TO ENSURE THAT STREET PROJECTS MEET ESTABLISHED STANDARDS. THE MANUAL PROVIDES GUIDANCE ON PROJECT
REVIEW, PERMITTING, AND INSPECTION PROCEDURES.

CoorDINATION WITH CITY AGENCIES

STREET DESIGN PROJECTS INVOLVE COLLABORATION AMONG MULTIPLE CITY DEPARTMENTS INCLUDING TRANSPORTATION, PUBLIC
WORKS, AND PLANNING TO ALIGN WITH POLICY OBJECTIVES AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS.

Review AND APPROVAL PROCESS

THE MANUAL OUTLINES THE STEPS FOR PLAN SUBMISSIONS, ENGINEERING REVIEWS, AND PUBLIC INPUT TO FACILITATE
TRANSPARENT AND EFFICIENT PROJECT APPROVALS. COMPLIANCE WITH THE MANUAL IS MANDATORY FOR PUBLIC STREET
PROJECTS AND STRONGLY ENCOURAGED FOR PRIVATE DEVELOPMENTS.

MONITORING AND MAINTENANCE

POST-CONSTRUCTION MONITORING AND ROUTINE MAINTENANCE ARE CRITICAL TO SUSTAINING THE FUNCTIONALITY AND SAFETY
OF STREET INFRASTRUCTURE. THE MANUAL RECOMMENDS MAINTENANCE SCHEDULES AND PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS TO



SAFEGUARD INVESTMENT AND PUBLIC WELFARE.

o CONSISTENT ADHERENCE TO DESIGN STANDARDS
® REGULAR INSPECTIONS AND QUALITY CONTROL

o COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND FEEDBACK INCORPORATION

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE SAN DiIEGo STREET DESIGN MANUAL?

THe SAN DIEGo STREET DESIGN MANUAL IS A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DEVELOPED BY THE CITY oF SAN DIEGO TO PROVIDE
STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES FOR DESIGNING STREETS THAT PROMOTE SAFETY, ACCESSIBILITY, SUSTAINABILITY, AND
MULTIMODAL TRANSPORTATION.

\W/HO IS THE INTENDED AUDIENCE FOR THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL?

THE MANUAL IS INTENDED FOR CITY PLANNERS, ENGINEERS, DESIGNERS, DEVELOPERS, AND COMMUNITY MEMBERS INVOLVED IN THE
PLANNING, DESIGN, AND CONSTRUCTION OF STREETS WITHIN THE CiTy oF SAN DieGo.

How poes THE SAN DIEGo STREET DeSIGN MANUAL ADDRESS PEDESTRIAN SAFETY?

THE MANUAL INCLUDES DESIGN GUIDELINES THAT PRIORITIZE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY THROUGH FEATURES LIKE WIDER SIDEWALKS,
PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS WITH CLEAR MARKINGS, CURB EXTENSIONS, ADEQUATE LIGHTING, AND TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES TO
REDUCE VEHICLE SPEEDS.

Does THE SAN DiIEGo STREET DESIGN MANUAL INCLUDE GUIDELINES FOR BICYCLE
INFRASTRUCTURE?

YES, THE MANUAL PROVIDES DETAILED GUIDANCE ON DESIGNING BICYCLE LANES, BIKE BOULEVARDS, SHARED LANES, AND OTHER
BICYCLE-FRIENDLY INFRASTRUCTURE TO ENCOURAGE SAFE AND EFFICIENT CYCLING THROUGHOUT THE CITY.

How DOES THE MANUAL SUPPORT SUSTAINABLE AND GREEN STREET DESIGN?

THE MANUAL INCORPORATES PRINCIPLES OF SUSTAINABLE DESIGN SUCH AS INTEGRATING GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING
BIOSWALES AND PERMEABLE PAVEMENTS, TO MANAGE STORMWATER, IMPROVE AIR QUALITY, AND ENHANCE URBAN BIODIVERSITY.

ARE THERE SPECIFIC STREET DESIGN STANDARDS FOR TRANSIT IN THE SAN DIEGO STREET
DesiGN MANUAL?

YES/ THE MANUAL OUTLINES DESIGN STANDARDS TO ACCOMMODATE TRANSIT VEHICLES, INCLUDING DEDICATED BUS LANES, BUS
STOPS WITH SHELTERS, PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO TRANSIT, AND TRANSIT SIGNAL PRIORITY FEATURES TO IMPROVE PUBLIC
TRANSPORTATION EFFICIENCY.

How oFTeN IS THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL UPDATED?

UPDATES TO THE MANUAL OCCUR PERIODICALLY TO REFLECT NEW BEST PRACTICES, TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANCES, AND
COMMUNITY FEEDBACK, WITH MAJOR REVISIONS TYPICALLY HAPPENING EVERY FEW YEARS AS DIRECTED BY THE CITY OF SAN



DiEGo.

\W/HERE CAN | AcCeSss THE SAN DIEGo STREET DESIGN MANUAL?

THE MANUAL IS AVAILABLE ONLINE ON THE OFFICIAL CITY oF SAN DIEGO WEBSITE, TYPICALLY UNDER THE TRANSPORTATION OR
PusLIC \W/ ORKS DEPARTMENTS' SECTIONS, ALLOWING FREE PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE MOST CURRENT VERSION.

How poes THE SAN DiIEco STREeT DESIGN MANUAL PROMOTE EQUITY IN STREET
DESIGN?

THE MANUAL EMPHASIZES EQUITABLE ACCESS BY ENSURING STREET DESIGNS ACCOMMODATE ALL USERS, INCLUDING PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES, SENIORS, AND UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES, PROMOTING INCLUSIVITY THROUGH ACCESSIBLE INFRASTRUCTURE AND
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. SAN DieGo STrReeT DESIGN MANUAL: PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE SAN DIEGO STREET DESIGN MANUAL, DETAILING ITS CORE PRINCIPLES
AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. IT COVERS TOPICS SUCH AS STREET LAYOUT, PEDESTRIAN-FRIENDLY DESIGN, AND SUSTAINABLE
INFRASTRUCTURE. W/ITH CASE STUDIES FROM SAN DIEGO NEIGHBORHOODS, IT PROVIDES A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR URBAN
PLANNERS AND DESIGNERS AIMING TO CREATE FUNCTIONAL AND ATTRACTIVE STREETSCAPES.

2. CoMPLETE STREETS IN SAN DIEGO: DESIGNING FOR ALL USERS

FocusINGg oN THE COMPLETE STREETS APPROACH, THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW SAN DIEGO INCORPORATES MULTI-MODAL
TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS INTO ITS STREET DESIGN. |T HIGHLIGHTS STRATEGIES TO ACCOMMODATE PEDESTRIANS, CYCLISTS,
TRANSIT USERS, AND MOTORISTS SAFELY AND EFFICIENTLY. THE TEXT INCLUDES POLICY BACKGROUND, DESIGN GUIDELINES, AND
EXAMPLES OF SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS FROM ACROSS THE CITY.

3. UrBAN MoBILITY AND STREET DESIGN IN SAN DIEGO

THIS PUBLICATION EXAMINES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN URBAN MOBILITY TRENDS AND STREET DESIGN IN SAN DIEGO. IT
DISCUSSES HOW THE CITY’S STREET DESIGN MANUAL SUPPORTS SHIFTING TRANSPORTATION PATTERNS, INCLUDING INCREASED
BIKING, WALKING, AND PUBLIC TRANSIT USE. THE BOOK ALSO ADDRESSES CHALLENGES SUCH AS TRAFFIC CONGESTION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY.

4. GREEN STREETS: SUSTAINABLE STREET DESIGN IN SAN DIEGO

GREEN STREETS FOCUSES ON INTEGRATING SUSTAINABILITY INTO URBAN STREET DESIGN, DRAWING FROM SAN DIEGO’S MANUAL
AND PROJECTS. |IT COVERS STORMWATER MANAGEMENT, GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE, AND NATIVE LANDSCAPING AS KEY
COMPONENTS OF ECO-FRIENDLY STREETS. | HE BOOK PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR REDUCING ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT WHILE
ENHANCING URBAN AESTHETICS.

5. PepesTrRIAN-FRIENDLY CITIES: LESSONS FROM SAN DIEGO’s STREET DESIGN MANUAL

THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW SAN DIEGO’S STREET DESIGN MANUAL PROMOTES WALKABILITY AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY. [T DETAILS
DESIGN ELEMENTS SUCH AS CURB EXTENSIONS, CROSSWALK TREATMENTS, AND TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES. THROUGH ANALYSIS
OF LOCAL CASE STUDIES, THE TEXT UNDERSCORES THE BENEFITS OF PEDESTRIAN-ORIENTED URBAN ENVIRONMENTS.

6. SMART STREETS: TECHNOLOGY AND INNOVATION IN SAN DIEGO’s STREET DESIGN

SMART STREETS EXAMINES THE ROLE OF TECHNOLOGY IN MODERN STREET DESIGN, USING SAN DIEGO AS A CASE STUDY. TOPICS
INCLUDE SMART TRAFFIC SIGNALS, SENSOR INTEGRATION, AND DATA-DRIVEN PLANNING TO IMPROVE TRAFFIC FLOW AND SAFETY.
THE BOOK ALSO DISCUSSES FUTURE TRENDS IN URBAN STREET INNOVATION.

7. CoMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND STREET DESIGN IN SAN DIEGO

HIGHLIGHTING THE IMPORTANCE OF PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT, THIS BOOK REVIEWS HOW COMMUNITY FEEDBACK SHAPES SAN DIEGO’S
STREET DESIGN MANUAL AND PROJECTS. |T PROVIDES METHODOLOGIES FOR ENGAGING DIVERSE STAKEHOLDERS AND
INCORPORATING THEIR INPUT INTO DESIGN DECISIONS. THE TEXT ILLUSTRATES THE IMPACT OF COMMUNITY-DRIVEN INITIATIVES
ON URBAN STREET IMPROVEMENTS.



8. DESIGNING STREETS FOR CLIMATE RESILIENCE: SAN DIEGO’S APPROACH

THIS BOOK ADDRESSES HOW SAN DIEGO INTEGRATES CLIMATE RESILIENCE INTO ITS STREET DESIGN PRACTICES. |T COVERS
STRATEGIES FOR MANAGING HEAT, FLOODING, AND OTHER CLIMATE-RELATED CHALLENGES THROUGH THOUGHTFUL URBAN DESIGN.
THE MANUAL’S GUIDELINES FOR RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE AND MATERIALS ARE ANALYZED IN DETAIL.

Q. TRANSPORTATION EQUITY AND STREET DESIGN IN SAN DIEGO

FOCUSING ON SOCIAL JUSTICE, THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW SAN DIEGO’S STREET DESIGN MANUAL PROMOTES EQUITABLE ACCESS
TO TRANSPORTATION. |T DISCUSSES DESIGN CONSIDERATIONS THAT SERVE UNDERSERVED COMMUNITIES AND REDUCE DISPARITIES
IN MOBILITY. THE TEXT HIGHLIGHTS CASE STUDIES WHERE EQUITY-FOCUSED DESIGN HAS IMPROVED URBAN CONNECTIVITY AND
QUALITY OF LIFE.
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