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ronald reagan tear down this wall speech transcript is a historic document
that captures one of the most iconic moments of the Cold War era. Delivered
by President Ronald Reagan on June 12, 1987, at the Brandenburg Gate near the
Berlin Wall, this speech symbolized a bold call for freedom and the end of
division in Germany and Europe. The speech's powerful language and firm
stance against communism made it a defining moment in Reagan’s presidency and
contributed to the eventual fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989. Understanding
the full context, key excerpts, and the lasting impact of the ronald reagan
tear down this wall speech transcript provides valuable insight into Cold War
politics and the fight for liberty. This article explores the background of
the speech, highlights its main themes, and offers a detailed analysis of its
significance. Readers will also find a breakdown of the speech’s most
memorable lines and their meaning within the broader historical framework.
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Background and Context of the Speech

The ronald reagan tear down this wall speech transcript was delivered during
a pivotal time in the Cold War, when tensions between the United States and
the Soviet Union were still high but beginning to thaw under new leadership.
The Berlin Wall, erected in 1961, had become the ultimate symbol of division
between the communist East and the democratic West. Reagan’s speech was given
in West Berlin, directly addressing Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and
challenging the oppressive barrier that separated families and restricted
freedom. This speech took place amidst a series of diplomatic efforts such as
arms control negotiations and increased dialogue between East and West.
Reagan’s call to "tear down this wall" was both a literal and symbolic demand
for the dismantling of communist control in Eastern Europe.

Historical Setting

By 1987, the geopolitical landscape was shifting. Gorbachev’s policies of
glasnost (openness) and perestroika (restructuring) suggested a willingness
to reform the Soviet system. However, the Berlin Wall remained a stark
reminder of Cold War hostilities. Reagan’s speech was strategically timed to
encourage continued progress and to push for concrete actions toward freedom
and unity in Europe.



Political Significance

The speech was not only a message to the Soviet Union but also a reassurance
to the citizens of West Berlin and the free world. It reinforced the United
States’ commitment to defending democracy and human rights. The ronald reagan
tear down this wall speech transcript encapsulates this dual purpose, showing
leadership and moral clarity during a tense period.

Key Excerpts from the Ronald Reagan Tear Down
This Wall Speech Transcript

The speech contains several memorable passages that have become emblematic of
Reagan’s approach to the Cold War. These excerpts highlight the core message
demanding freedom and the removal of barriers imposed by authoritarian
regimes.

The Famous Challenge

One of the most quoted lines from the transcript is:

"Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"

This direct appeal to the Soviet leader underscored Reagan’s firm stance. It
was a bold challenge that called for the physical and ideological dismantling
of the Berlin Wall.

Emphasis on Freedom

Reagan emphasized the universal desire for liberty and the injustice of
division:

"General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity
for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization,
come here to this gate!"

"Open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!"

These lines reinforced the notion that freedom was essential for peace and
progress, framing the wall as an obstacle to these goals.

Themes and Messages in the Speech

The ronald reagan tear down this wall speech transcript conveys several key
themes that resonate with Cold War ideology and the struggle for human
rights.



Freedom vs. Oppression

The speech contrasts the oppressive nature of the communist regime with the
freedoms enjoyed by the West. Reagan portrayed the Berlin Wall as a symbol of
tyranny and repression, emphasizing the human cost of division.

Hope and Change

A message of hope permeates the speech, encouraging change through courage
and persistence. Reagan expressed confidence that walls, both physical and
ideological, could be overcome.

Responsibility of Leadership

Reagan’s speech called on leaders to take decisive action for the welfare of
their people. The direct address to Gorbachev implied that leadership
requires bold decisions that prioritize freedom and human dignity.

Impact and Legacy of the Speech

The ronald reagan tear down this wall speech transcript is widely regarded as
a catalyst in the eventual fall of the Berlin Wall and the end of the Cold
War. Its impact extended beyond the immediate political environment to shape
historical narratives about freedom and diplomacy.

Influence on Cold War Dynamics

The speech increased international pressure on the Soviet Union to reform and
reduce authoritarian control. It emboldened dissidents and reformers within
Eastern Europe and symbolized Western solidarity with oppressed peoples.

Symbolic Importance

Reagan’s words became synonymous with the broader movement toward unity and
democracy. The phrase “tear down this wall” remains an enduring symbol of
resistance to oppression and the fight for liberty worldwide.

Recognition and Criticism

While celebrated by many, the speech also faced criticism from some political
figures who believed it was too confrontational. Nonetheless, its boldness is
credited with helping to shift the global conversation toward ending division
and promoting peace.

Analysis of the Speech’s Rhetoric and Style

The ronald reagan tear down this wall speech transcript showcases effective
rhetorical strategies that enhanced its persuasive power and emotional



impact.

Use of Direct Address

By speaking directly to Mikhail Gorbachev, Reagan personalized the
international conflict and made the call to action more urgent. This
technique created a clear target for the speech’s demand, increasing its
memorability.

Symbolism and Imagery

The Berlin Wall itself served as a potent symbol throughout the speech.
Reagan’s vivid descriptions helped audiences visualize the division and the
hope for its removal, making the abstract political struggle more tangible.

Repetition for Emphasis

The repeated demand to “tear down this wall” reinforced the central message,
making it resonate strongly with listeners. This rhetorical device ensured
the speech’s key point was unmistakable and memorable.

Appeal to Universal Values

Reagan grounded his argument in broad human rights principles such as
freedom, peace, and prosperity. This universal appeal broadened the speech’s
relevance beyond the immediate Cold War context.

Components of Effective Speech Delivery

Clear and decisive language

Emotional appeal to shared values

Strategic pauses and emphasis

Strong opening and closing statements

Use of historical references to deepen impact

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Tear Down This Wall' speech by Ronald
Reagan?

The 'Tear Down This Wall' speech is a famous address delivered by U.S.
President Ronald Reagan on June 12, 1987, near the Berlin Wall, in which he



challenged the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev to dismantle the Berlin Wall
that divided East and West Berlin.

When and where did Ronald Reagan deliver the 'Tear
Down This Wall' speech?

Ronald Reagan delivered the 'Tear Down This Wall' speech on June 12, 1987, at
the Brandenburg Gate in West Berlin, Germany.

What was the main message of Reagan's 'Tear Down This
Wall' speech?

The main message of the speech was a call for the Soviet Union to remove the
Berlin Wall, symbolizing the end of division in Europe and promoting freedom
and democracy over oppression and communism.

Is the full transcript of Ronald Reagan's 'Tear Down
This Wall' speech available online?

Yes, the full transcript of Ronald Reagan's 'Tear Down This Wall' speech is
widely available online through official archives, presidential libraries,
and reputable historical websites.

How did the phrase 'Tear down this wall!' impact the
Cold War?

The phrase became iconic as a symbol of resistance against the division of
Berlin and the broader ideological divide of the Cold War, highlighting U.S.
commitment to freedom and putting pressure on Soviet leadership.

Did Ronald Reagan's speech directly lead to the fall
of the Berlin Wall?

While Reagan's speech was a significant symbolic moment and expressed U.S.
policy, the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 resulted from a complex mix of
political, social, and economic factors in East Germany and the Soviet Union.

Who was the intended audience of Reagan's 'Tear Down
This Wall' speech?

The primary audience was the Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and the citizens
of Berlin and Germany, but it also addressed the global community,
emphasizing the desire for freedom and unity in Europe.

What was the reaction of the Soviet Union to Reagan's
'Tear Down This Wall' speech?

The Soviet Union initially viewed the speech as provocative and
confrontational, but over time, Gorbachev's policies of glasnost and
perestroika contributed to easing tensions that led to the wall's eventual
fall.



Where can I find a reliable transcript of Ronald
Reagan's 'Tear Down This Wall' speech for research
purposes?

Reliable transcripts can be found on the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library
website, the American Presidency Project, and other trusted historical
archives and educational institutions.

Additional Resources
1. Tear Down This Wall: Reagan, Gorbachev, and the End of the Cold War
This book explores the historical context and significance of Ronald Reagan's
famous 1987 speech at the Brandenburg Gate. It delves into the relationship
between Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, highlighting how their
interactions helped bring about the end of the Cold War. The narrative
provides detailed analysis of the speech's impact on international relations
and the eventual fall of the Berlin Wall.

2. The Reagan Doctrine: Containment and Confrontation in the Cold War
Focusing on the broader U.S. foreign policy under Reagan, this book examines
how the "Tear Down This Wall" speech fit into a larger strategy of
containment and confrontation against the Soviet Union. It covers Reagan's
diplomatic, military, and ideological efforts to challenge communism
globally. Readers gain insight into how the speech symbolized a turning point
in Cold War rhetoric and policy.

3. Brandenburg Gate: The Symbolism Behind Reagan’s Historic Challenge
This title investigates the symbolism of the Brandenburg Gate as the backdrop
for Reagan’s speech. It provides a thorough account of the gate's historical
significance during the Cold War and why Reagan chose this location to
deliver his message. The book also analyzes public and political reactions to
the speech both in the United States and internationally.

4. Voices of Freedom: The Impact of Reagan’s Cold War Oratory
"Voices of Freedom" compiles and analyzes various speeches by Ronald Reagan
during the Cold War, with a special focus on the "Tear Down This Wall"
address. The book evaluates how Reagan’s rhetoric inspired both American
citizens and global audiences. It also discusses the lasting legacy of his
oratory style in shaping public opinion and foreign policy.

5. From Iron Curtain to Open Borders: The Fall of the Berlin Wall
This book traces the events leading up to and following the fall of the
Berlin Wall, with particular attention to Reagan’s speech as a catalyst. It
contextualizes the speech within the broader political and social movements
that contributed to the collapse of Soviet control in Eastern Europe. The
narrative offers a comprehensive look at the end of Cold War divisions.

6. Diplomacy and Defiance: Reagan’s Role in Ending the Cold War
Focusing on Reagan’s diplomatic efforts, this book highlights the balance of
defiance and negotiation that defined his approach to the Soviet Union. It
explores how the "Tear Down This Wall" speech exemplified Reagan’s strategy
of combining firm rhetoric with diplomatic engagement. The text provides a
detailed account of key meetings and policies that shaped the late Cold War
period.

7. The Berlin Wall and the Politics of Freedom
This work examines the Berlin Wall not only as a physical barrier but as a



powerful political symbol during the Cold War. It discusses the significance
of Reagan’s demand to "tear down this wall" within the context of global
calls for freedom and human rights. The book also considers the wall’s legacy
in post-Cold War Europe.

8. Reagan’s Cold War Legacy: Leadership, Rhetoric, and Change
This book offers a comprehensive assessment of Ronald Reagan’s presidency
with an emphasis on his Cold War policies and public speeches. It analyzes
how the "Tear Down This Wall" speech encapsulated Reagan’s leadership style
and vision. The author evaluates Reagan’s overall influence on the shifting
geopolitical landscape of the late 20th century.

9. Echoes of Freedom: How Reagan’s Berlin Speech Shaped History
"Echoes of Freedom" explores the immediate and long-term effects of Reagan’s
Berlin speech on both the geopolitical order and popular culture. The book
includes interviews, archival materials, and contemporary responses to
illustrate the speech’s resonance. It also reflects on how this pivotal
moment continues to inspire movements for freedom worldwide.
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