
problems with subaru legacy 2016

problems with subaru legacy 2016 have been a topic of interest among car
enthusiasts and potential buyers alike. While the 2016 Subaru Legacy offers a
blend of safety features, all-wheel drive capability, and a comfortable ride,
several common issues have been reported by owners. Understanding these
concerns is crucial for anyone considering this model or currently driving
it. This article explores the typical mechanical, electrical, and cosmetic
problems associated with the 2016 Subaru Legacy. Additionally, it delves into
potential causes, symptoms, and recommended solutions to help owners maintain
their vehicle’s performance and reliability. By examining these issues,
readers can make informed decisions regarding maintenance and repair. The
following sections will cover the key problem areas in detail, providing a
comprehensive overview of the challenges faced by 2016 Subaru Legacy owners.

Engine and Transmission Issues

Electrical System Problems

Suspension and Steering Concerns

Interior and Exterior Defects

Safety and Recalls

Engine and Transmission Issues
The engine and transmission are critical components of the 2016 Subaru
Legacy, and several owners have reported problems that affect the vehicle's
performance and reliability. These issues range from minor inconveniences to
more serious faults that require immediate attention.

Engine Oil Consumption
One of the most frequently reported problems with the Subaru Legacy 2016
model is excessive engine oil consumption. Owners have noticed that the
engine burns oil at a higher rate than expected, necessitating more frequent
oil top-ups. This issue can lead to potential engine damage if not monitored
carefully.



CVT Transmission Malfunctions
The Continuously Variable Transmission (CVT) in the 2016 Legacy has been a
source of concern for some drivers. Complaints include shuddering during
acceleration, hesitation, and occasional transmission failure warnings. These
problems may stem from software glitches or mechanical wear within the
transmission system.

Engine Stalling and Rough Idling
Instances of engine stalling and rough idling have also been documented.
These symptoms can result from faulty sensors, fuel delivery issues, or
ignition system problems, leading to an unreliable driving experience and
increased maintenance costs.

Excessive engine oil consumption requiring frequent checks

CVT transmission shudder and hesitation during acceleration

Engine stalling and rough idling affecting drivability

Electrical System Problems
The electrical system in the 2016 Subaru Legacy encompasses everything from
the battery and wiring to the vehicle’s onboard computers and infotainment
system. Several electrical issues have been raised by owners, impacting
convenience and safety features.

Battery Drain and Charging Issues
Battery drain is a common complaint, with some vehicles experiencing a dead
battery shortly after being parked. This may be caused by parasitic current
draw or problems with the alternator, leading to unreliable vehicle starts.

Malfunctioning Infotainment and Navigation Systems
The infotainment system has been reported to freeze, reboot unexpectedly, or
lose Bluetooth connectivity. Navigation inaccuracies and screen
responsiveness issues also detract from the user experience, requiring
software updates or hardware replacements.



Warning Lights and Sensor Errors
Intermittent illumination of warning lights, such as the check engine light
or tire pressure monitoring system alerts, can confuse drivers. These errors
often point to sensor malfunctions or wiring problems that need diagnostic
testing to resolve.

Battery draining rapidly when vehicle is off

Infotainment system freezes and connectivity losses

Erratic warning lights and sensor malfunctions

Suspension and Steering Concerns
Proper suspension and steering function are essential for vehicle stability
and a comfortable ride. The 2016 Subaru Legacy has exhibited certain issues
in these areas that may compromise driving safety and comfort.

Premature Suspension Wear
Some owners have reported premature wear of suspension components, including
struts and bushings. This wear can cause clunking noises, uneven tire wear,
and a less smooth ride quality, necessitating early repairs or replacements.

Steering Response Problems
Steering issues such as excessive play, vibration, or difficulty in turning
have been noted. These symptoms may result from worn steering linkage parts
or power steering system malfunctions, affecting vehicle handling and driver
confidence.

Clunking noises due to suspension component wear

Uneven tire wear linked to suspension problems

Steering vibrations and reduced responsiveness



Interior and Exterior Defects
Beyond mechanical and electrical faults, the 2016 Subaru Legacy has displayed
various interior and exterior defects that impact aesthetics and user
satisfaction. These issues, while not always affecting performance,
contribute to the overall ownership experience.

Interior Material Quality
Complaints regarding interior materials include premature wear of seat fabric
or leather, peeling of dashboard surfaces, and malfunctioning climate control
buttons. These problems detract from the vehicle’s cabin quality and comfort
over time.

Paint and Exterior Trim Problems
Exterior issues such as paint chipping, fading, and loose trim pieces have
been reported. These defects can lead to increased maintenance costs and
reduced resale value if not addressed promptly.

Worn or peeling interior upholstery and dashboard materials

Non-responsive or faulty climate control switches

Paint chipping and fading on body panels

Loose or damaged exterior trim components

Safety and Recalls
Safety is a paramount concern for any vehicle owner. The 2016 Subaru Legacy
has been subject to several safety recalls aimed at addressing potential
hazards and improving vehicle reliability. Awareness of these recalls is
important for ensuring the vehicle meets all safety standards.

Recall on Airbag Inflator
One notable recall involves the airbag inflator, which may pose a risk of
improper deployment during a collision. This defect has been addressed
through manufacturer-initiated repairs and replacements to ensure occupant
safety.



Brake System Recalls
There have also been recalls related to the braking system, including issues
with brake lines and anti-lock braking system components. These recalls aim
to prevent brake failure and maintain optimal stopping performance.

Airbag inflator replacement to prevent deployment hazards

Brake line inspections and repairs to ensure safe braking

Software updates to address safety system malfunctions

Frequently Asked Questions

What are common engine problems in the Subaru Legacy
2016?
Some owners have reported issues with excessive oil consumption and
occasional rough idling in the 2016 Subaru Legacy, which may be related to
the engine's piston rings or valve seals.

Are there transmission issues associated with the
2016 Subaru Legacy?
A few 2016 Subaru Legacy owners have experienced problems with the CVT
(Continuously Variable Transmission), such as shuddering or hesitation during
acceleration, which may require software updates or repairs.

Does the 2016 Subaru Legacy have known electrical
problems?
Some users have reported issues with electrical components like the
infotainment system freezing or malfunctioning, as well as occasional
problems with dashboard warning lights appearing erroneously.

What suspension or steering problems are reported in
the 2016 Subaru Legacy?
There have been reports of premature wear in suspension components leading to
noises or a less comfortable ride, and occasional steering feel issues,
although these are not widespread.



Are there any recalls or safety issues for the 2016
Subaru Legacy?
The 2016 Subaru Legacy has had recalls related to the airbag system and fuel
pump, so it is advisable to check with Subaru or the NHTSA database to ensure
all recall work has been completed.

Additional Resources
1. Common Issues and Repairs for the 2016 Subaru Legacy
This comprehensive guide covers the most frequently encountered problems in
the 2016 Subaru Legacy, from engine troubles to electrical glitches. It
offers practical troubleshooting tips and step-by-step repair instructions.
Ideal for both DIY enthusiasts and professional mechanics, this book helps
owners maintain their vehicle's performance and longevity.

2. 2016 Subaru Legacy: Troubleshooting the Transmission System
Focusing specifically on the transmission system, this book delves into
issues such as shifting problems, strange noises, and fluid leaks common in
the 2016 Legacy. It explains the mechanics behind these issues and provides
detailed solutions to restore smooth operation. Readers will gain a deeper
understanding of the transmission’s workings and how to prevent future
problems.

3. Electrical Problems in the 2016 Subaru Legacy: Diagnosis and Solutions
This book addresses the various electrical malfunctions that 2016 Subaru
Legacy owners might face, including battery drain, faulty sensors, and
dashboard warning lights. It guides readers through diagnostic procedures
using standard tools and offers repair strategies to fix wiring and component
failures. A must-have for anyone dealing with mysterious electrical issues in
their Legacy.

4. Engine Performance and Maintenance for the 2016 Subaru Legacy
Designed to help owners optimize engine health, this book discusses common
engine problems such as rough idling, stalling, and loss of power in the 2016
Legacy. It provides maintenance schedules, diagnostic tips, and repair
techniques to keep the engine running smoothly. Additionally, it covers
preventative care to avoid costly repairs.

5. 2016 Subaru Legacy Suspension and Steering: Fixes and Upgrades
This volume explores issues related to the suspension and steering systems,
including noises, alignment problems, and uneven tire wear. It includes
instructions for diagnosing worn components and performing repairs or
upgrades to improve handling and ride comfort. The book is perfect for those
wanting to restore or enhance their Legacy’s driving dynamics.

6. Subaru Legacy 2016 Cooling System Problems Explained
This book explains common cooling system failures in the 2016 Legacy, such as
overheating, coolant leaks, and thermostat malfunctions. It provides clear



guidance on identifying symptoms, performing inspections, and carrying out
repairs like radiator replacement or coolant flushes. It’s an essential
resource to prevent engine damage caused by cooling system issues.

7. 2016 Subaru Legacy Brake System Troubleshooting and Repair
Covering the brake system in detail, this book addresses problems like
squeaking, reduced brake responsiveness, and fluid leaks. It outlines methods
for inspecting brake pads, rotors, calipers, and brake lines, along with
instructions for timely repairs. Safety-conscious owners will find this guide
invaluable for maintaining reliable braking performance.

8. Diagnosing and Fixing Subaru Legacy 2016 Interior and Comfort Issues
This guide focuses on common interior problems such as malfunctioning climate
control, power seat failures, and infotainment system glitches in the 2016
Legacy. It offers troubleshooting tips and repair advice to restore comfort
and convenience features. The book also includes preventative maintenance to
keep the cabin electronics functioning properly.

9. Subaru Legacy 2016 Recalls and Technical Service Bulletins: What Owners
Need to Know
This informative book compiles all known recalls and technical service
bulletins related to the 2016 Subaru Legacy. It explains the nature of each
issue, recommended fixes, and how to work with dealerships for free repairs.
Owners will benefit from understanding these updates to ensure their
vehicle’s safety and reliability.
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