
old apostolic

old apostolic churches represent a distinctive branch of the Christian faith with deep
historical roots and a unique approach to doctrine and worship. Originating from the early
apostolic teachings and traditions, the Old Apostolic movement emphasizes continuity with
the early church, preserving ancient practices while adapting to modern contexts. This
article explores the history, beliefs, organizational structure, and global presence of the Old
Apostolic church. Additionally, it delves into its sacraments, worship style, and community
life, offering a comprehensive overview of this faith tradition. By understanding the Old
Apostolic movement, readers gain insight into an important segment of Christian heritage
that continues to influence believers worldwide. The following sections will guide through
the major aspects of the Old Apostolic church.

History of the Old Apostolic Church

Core Beliefs and Doctrines

Organizational Structure and Leadership

Worship Practices and Sacraments

Global Presence and Community Life

History of the Old Apostolic Church
The Old Apostolic Church traces its origins back to the early 19th century, emerging as a
movement within the broader Apostolic tradition. Rooted in the teachings of the original
apostles, it sought to restore the purity and simplicity of early Christian worship and
governance. The movement formally developed in South Africa, where it gained significant
followers among various communities. Over time, the church distinguished itself through a
commitment to apostolic authority and a strict adherence to scriptural teachings. The
historical development of the Old Apostolic Church reflects a response to both theological
disputes and social changes, shaping its identity in the modern era.

Founding and Early Development
The Old Apostolic Church was officially established in the late 1800s, building on the
foundation of the Catholic Apostolic Church, which had its roots in the charismatic revival
movements of the 19th century. Early leaders emphasized the continuation of apostolic
gifts and offices, including apostles, prophets, and evangelists. The church’s early
congregations were characterized by fervent spirituality and a strong sense of community.
Leadership during this period focused on maintaining doctrinal purity and expanding the
church’s reach.



Historical Challenges and Growth
Throughout its history, the Old Apostolic Church has faced various challenges, including
theological divisions and external pressures. Despite these obstacles, the church
experienced steady growth, particularly in southern Africa. The commitment to apostolic
authority and adherence to traditional practices helped solidify its membership base. The
church also adapted to changing social environments while preserving its core identity,
ensuring its survival and expansion into the 20th and 21st centuries.

Core Beliefs and Doctrines
The theological framework of the Old Apostolic Church is firmly grounded in the Bible and
the teachings of the apostles. Its doctrines emphasize the importance of living a holy life,
the reality of spiritual gifts, and the imminent return of Jesus Christ. The church holds a
unique position on certain Christian traditions, distinguishing itself from other
denominations through its interpretation of scripture and ecclesiastical authority.
Understanding these core beliefs is essential to comprehending the church’s identity and
practices.

Doctrine of Apostolic Succession
A central tenet of the Old Apostolic Church is the doctrine of apostolic succession, which
asserts that its leadership derives authority directly from the original apostles. This
succession is believed to ensure doctrinal fidelity and spiritual legitimacy. The church
maintains that this continuity is vital for the proper administration of sacraments and
governance. Apostolic succession manifests in the presence of living apostles who guide
the church according to biblical principles.

Salvation and Sanctification
The Old Apostolic Church teaches that salvation is a gift from God, attainable through faith
in Jesus Christ, repentance, and baptism. Beyond salvation, sanctification plays a crucial
role, emphasizing a lifelong process of spiritual growth and moral purity. Members are
encouraged to live according to the teachings of Christ, demonstrating holiness in their
daily lives. This focus on sanctification underscores the church’s commitment to both
personal and communal spiritual development.

Role of the Holy Spirit and Spiritual Gifts
The church believes in the active presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of believers,
including the manifestation of spiritual gifts such as prophecy, healing, and speaking in
tongues. These gifts are seen as evidence of God’s ongoing work within the church and are
exercised under apostolic guidance. The Old Apostolic Church encourages members to seek
and cultivate these gifts for the edification of the community and the fulfillment of the
church’s mission.



Organizational Structure and Leadership
The governance of the Old Apostolic Church is characterized by a hierarchical structure
centered on apostolic leadership. This organization ensures doctrinal unity and effective
administration across congregations. The roles and responsibilities of leaders are clearly
defined, promoting order and accountability within the church. Understanding the church’s
structure provides insight into how it maintains cohesion and spiritual oversight.

Apostles and Their Authority
Apostles hold the highest office in the Old Apostolic Church, tasked with overseeing
doctrine, worship, and overall church governance. Their authority is regarded as divinely
appointed, and they are responsible for ordaining ministers and supervising congregations.
Apostles serve as spiritual fathers to the church, providing guidance and resolving doctrinal
issues. Their leadership is integral to preserving the church’s apostolic character.

Other Church Offices
Below the apostles are other ordained offices, including prophets, evangelists, pastors, and
elders. Each office has specific duties aimed at supporting the spiritual growth of members
and the effective functioning of the church. For example, pastors shepherd local
congregations, while evangelists focus on outreach and conversion. Together, these roles
create a comprehensive leadership framework that supports the church’s mission and
governance.

Congregational Structure
Local congregations form the basic units of the Old Apostolic Church, each led by appointed
ministers and elders. These congregations meet regularly for worship, teaching, and
fellowship. The church emphasizes community involvement and mutual support within
congregations, fostering a strong sense of belonging among members. The congregational
structure facilitates both spiritual nurture and organizational efficiency.

Worship Practices and Sacraments
Worship in the Old Apostolic Church is deeply rooted in tradition, combining reverence with
spiritual fervor. The church observes several sacraments that are integral to the faith
experience, reflecting biblical ordinances and apostolic teachings. Worship services are
structured yet vibrant, designed to engage members in meaningful spiritual encounter.
These practices reinforce the church’s theological principles and communal identity.

Liturgical Elements
The worship services of the Old Apostolic Church typically include prayer, singing, scripture



reading, and preaching. Hymns and spiritual songs play a significant role, often
accompanied by congregational participation. The liturgy follows a pattern that emphasizes
the presence of the Holy Spirit and the centrality of Christ. Special occasions may feature
extended services and additional ceremonies, enhancing the communal worship
experience.

Sacraments and Ordinances
The Old Apostolic Church recognizes several sacraments, including baptism, the Holy
Communion, and holy sealing. Baptism is performed as a sign of repentance and entry into
the church community. Holy Communion commemorates the sacrifice of Jesus Christ and
serves as a means of spiritual nourishment. Holy sealing is a distinctive rite believed to
confer the Holy Spirit upon believers, marking a significant step in their spiritual journey.

Baptism by immersion

Holy Communion with bread and wine

Holy sealing or confirmation

Marriage ceremonies within the church

Funeral rites respecting apostolic tradition

Global Presence and Community Life
The Old Apostolic Church has grown beyond its origins to establish a global presence, with
congregations spread across multiple continents. This expansion reflects the church’s
missionary efforts and the appeal of its apostolic message. Community life within the
church is marked by strong fellowship, mutual support, and a shared commitment to
spiritual growth. The church’s global footprint continues to expand, contributing to diverse
Christian expressions worldwide.

Geographical Distribution
Although the Old Apostolic Church began in South Africa, it now has congregations in
countries throughout Africa, Europe, and North America. This geographical spread
highlights the adaptability and appeal of its teachings across cultures. Missionary work and
migration have played key roles in establishing new communities, ensuring the church’s
continued growth and influence.



Community and Social Engagement
Community life in the Old Apostolic Church emphasizes care for members and outreach to
the broader society. The church organizes various social programs, including education,
charity, and youth development initiatives. Members are encouraged to live out their faith
through service and active participation in church activities. This communal focus
strengthens bonds among believers and enhances the church’s witness in the world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Old Apostolic Church?
The Old Apostolic Church is a Christian denomination that originated in South Africa in the
early 20th century, emphasizing apostolic teachings and practices.

When was the Old Apostolic Church founded?
The Old Apostolic Church was founded in 1913 by Heinrich Velde in South Africa.

What are the core beliefs of the Old Apostolic Church?
The Old Apostolic Church believes in the Bible as the word of God, the role of modern-day
apostles, and emphasizes holiness, baptism, and the second coming of Christ.

Where is the Old Apostolic Church most commonly
found?
The Old Apostolic Church is primarily found in South Africa but also has congregations in
Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana, and other countries.

What distinguishes the Old Apostolic Church from other
apostolic churches?
The Old Apostolic Church maintains traditional apostolic doctrines, a strict moral code, and
a hierarchical leadership structure led by apostles, distinguishing it from other apostolic
movements.

Does the Old Apostolic Church practice baptism, and if
so, how?
Yes, the Old Apostolic Church practices baptism by full immersion as a symbol of
repentance and acceptance into the church community.



How does the Old Apostolic Church view modern
technology and social media?
Views on modern technology and social media can vary locally, but traditionally, the Old
Apostolic Church encourages members to use technology responsibly and maintain moral
integrity.

Are women allowed to hold leadership positions in the
Old Apostolic Church?
Traditionally, leadership roles such as apostles and evangelists in the Old Apostolic Church
are held by men, reflecting its conservative theological stance.

How can someone become a member of the Old
Apostolic Church?
To become a member, an individual typically undergoes baptism, attends church services
regularly, participates in church activities, and adheres to the church's teachings and
lifestyle.

Additional Resources
1. The Old Apostolic Church: Origins and Beliefs
This book delves into the foundational history and core doctrines of the Old Apostolic
Church. It explores the church's origins in the 19th century and its development through
various historical milestones. The author provides insight into the church’s unique
theological perspectives and its impact on surrounding communities.

2. Faith and Tradition in the Old Apostolic Movement
Examining the rich traditions of the Old Apostolic Movement, this book highlights how faith
practices have been preserved and adapted over time. It discusses liturgical customs,
community life, and the role of apostles within the church. Readers gain a comprehensive
view of how tradition shapes the identity of the movement.

3. Apostles in the Early Church: Foundations of Apostolic Authority
Focusing on the concept of apostleship, this work investigates the biblical and historical
roots of apostolic authority. It connects early church practices with those upheld by the Old
Apostolic Church today. The book is essential for understanding the theological justification
behind apostolic leadership.

4. Living the Apostolic Faith: Testimonies from Old Apostolic Believers
Through personal stories and testimonies, this collection presents the lived experiences of
members within the Old Apostolic community. It highlights themes of faith, perseverance,
and communal support. The narratives provide an intimate look at how apostolic teachings
influence daily life.

5. The Role of Sacraments in Old Apostolic Worship
This detailed study focuses on the sacraments as practiced within the Old Apostolic Church,



emphasizing their spiritual significance. It explores baptism, communion, and other rites,
explaining their theological underpinnings. The book also compares these practices with
those of other Christian denominations.

6. Historical Challenges and Growth of the Old Apostolic Church
Tracing the church’s journey through times of adversity and expansion, this book discusses
key challenges such as persecution, schisms, and modernization. It also highlights the
church’s strategies for growth and maintaining unity. The historical narrative offers a
balanced view of resilience and change.

7. Apostolic Leadership: Structure and Governance in the Old Apostolic Church
This work analyzes the organizational framework and leadership roles within the Old
Apostolic Church. It details how apostles, ministers, and elders function in guiding the
congregation. The book provides insights into decision-making processes and governance
that sustain the church’s mission.

8. Scripture and Apostolic Teaching: Interpreting the Bible in the Old Apostolic Tradition
Exploring the interpretative methods used by the Old Apostolic Church, this book examines
how scripture is understood and taught. It highlights distinctive hermeneutical approaches
and doctrinal emphases. Readers will appreciate the nuanced relationship between biblical
text and apostolic instruction.

9. The Old Apostolic Church in Contemporary Society
Addressing the church’s role in the modern world, this book discusses how the Old Apostolic
Church navigates contemporary social, cultural, and ethical issues. It evaluates the balance
between tradition and innovation within the community. The author also considers the
church’s outreach and engagement with younger generations.
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