OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES 2022

OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES 2022 REPRESENTED A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN SHAPING THE FUTURE OF
EDUCATION ACROSS THE STATE. THIS ELECTION DREW SIGNIFICANT ATTENTION AS VOTERS SOUGHT A LEADER CAPABLE OF
ADDRESSING ONGOING CHALLENGES IN OKLAHOMA’S PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, INCLUDING FUNDING, CURRICULUM STANDARDS, AND
TEACHER SUPPORT. THE CANDIDATES BROUGHT DIVERSE BACKGROUNDS AND POLICY PRIORITIES, REFLECTING VARIOUS
PERSPECTIVES ON HOW BEST TO ENHANCE EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES FOR OKLAHOMA’S STUDENTS. UNDERSTANDING THE
PLATFORMS AND QUALIFICATIONS OF THE LEADING CONTENDERS PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE DIRECTION THE STATE’S EDUCATION
SYSTEM MIGHT TAKE. THIS ARTICLE OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF THE KEY OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT
CANDIDATES IN 2022, THEIR POLICY POSITIONS, CAMPAIGN HIGHLIGHTS, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF THE ELECTION.
READERS WILL FIND DETAILED PROFILES, ANALYSIS OF CAMPAIGN ISSUES, AND CONTEXT ON THE SUPERINTENDENT’S ROLE W/ITHIN
OKLAHOMA’S EDUCATIONAL LANDSCAPE.
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OVERVIEW OF THE OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT ROLE

THE OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION IS A CRITICAL ELECTED OFFICIAL RESPONSIBLE FOR
OVERSEEING THE STATE’S PUBLIC EDUCATION SYSTEM. THIS POSITION ENTAILS SETTING EDUCATIONAL STANDARDS, MANAGING
STATEWIDE POLICIES, AND WORKING WITH SCHOOL DISTRICTS TO IMPROVE STUDENT OUTCOMES. THE SUPERINTENDENT ALSO
PLAYS A KEY ROLE IN ADVOCATING FOR EDUCATION FUNDING AND IMPLEMENTING STATE AND FEDERAL EDUCATION LAWS. GIVEN
THE IMPACT OF THIS OFFICE ON SCHOOLS, TEACHERS, AND FAMILIES, THE ELECTION FOR OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT
CANDIDATES 2022 WAS CLOSELY WATCHED BY EDUCATORS, POLICYMAKERS, AND COMMUNITIES ACROSS THE STATE.

DuTIes AND RESPONSIBILITIES

THE STATE SUPERINTENDENT'S PRIMARY DUTIES INCLUDE ADMINISTERING STATE EDUCATION PROGRAMS, SUPERVISING PUBLIC
SCHOOLS, AND COORDINATING WITH THE OKLAHOMA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION. ADDITIONALLY, THE SUPERINTENDENT IS
TASKED WITH ENSURING COMPLIANCE WITH STATE AND FEDERAL REGULATIONS, MANAGING BUDGETS, AND ADVANCING
INITIATIVES AIMED AT IMPROVING LITERACY, GRADUATION RATES, AND \¥ ORKFORCE READINESS. THE OFFICE ALSO SERVES AS A
LIAISON BETWEEN THE EDUCATION SYSTEM AND THE GOVERNOR’S OFFICE, LEGISLATURE, AND OTHER STAKEHOLDERS.

TerRM AND ELECTION PROCESS

THE OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT IS ELECTED EVERY FOUR YEARS BY A STATEWIDE VOTE. CANDIDATES TYPICALLY RUN
AS PARTY NOMINEES DURING THE PRIMARY ELECTIONS BEFORE ADVANCING TO THE GENERAL ELECTION. THE 2022 ELECTION
CYCLE INVOLVED A COMPETITIVE RACE WITH CANDIDATES FOCUSING HEAVILY ON EDUCATION REFORM, TEACHER PAY, AND
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT.



ProOFILES OF LEADING OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES
2022

THE 2022 ELECTION FEATURED SEVERAL PROMINENT CANDIDATES VYING FOR THE POSITION OF OKLAHOMA STATE
SUPERINTENDENT. EACH CANDIDATE BROUGHT UNIQUE QUALIFICATIONS, EXPERIENCES, AND VISIONS FOR IMPROVING PUBLIC
EDUCATION IN OKLAHOMA.

CANDIDATE 1: RYAN W ALTERS

RYAN W/ ALTERS EMERGED AS A PROMINENT CANDIDATE WITH A BACKGROUND IN EDUCATION POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION. PRIOR
TO RUNNING, W ALTERS SERVED IN VARIOUS ROLES WITHIN THE OKLAHOMA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, INCLUDING AS A
POLICY ADVISOR. HIS CAMPAIGN EMPHASIZED SCHOOL CHOICE, ACCOUNTABILITY MEASURES, AND ENHANCING EDUCATIONAL
STANDARDS. W ALTERS ADVOCATED FOR INCREASED PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT AND PRIORITIZED TRANSPARENCY IN SCHOOL
PERFORMANCE DATA.

CANDIDATE 2: KATE BIERMAN

KATE BIERMAN BROUGHT EXTENSIVE EXPERIENCE AS AN EDUCATOR AND ADMINISTRATOR TO HER CAMPAIGN FOR STATE
SUPERINTENDENT. SHE FOCUSED ON INCREASING TEACHER PAY, EXPANDING EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS, AND
ADDRESSING EDUCATIONAL DISPARITIES ACROSS RURAL AND URBAN DISTRICTS. BIERMAN’S PLATFORM HIGHLIGHTED THE
IMPORTANCE OF INVESTING IN OKLAHOMA’S TEACHERS AND RESOURCES TO SUPPORT STUDENT SUCCESS.

CANDIDATE 3: APRIL GRACE

APRIL GRACE, A FORMER TEACHER AND EDUCATION ADVOCATE, CAMPAIGNED ON IMPROVING MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES IN
SCHOOLS, SUPPORTING SPECIAL EDUCATION, AND PROMOTING EQUITABLE FUNDING FOR ALL DISTRICTS. HER BACKGROUND
INCLUDED DIRECT CLASSROOM EXPERIENCE AND NONPROFIT WORK AIMED AT EDUCATIONAL EQUITY. GRACE EMPHASIZED
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND INCLUSIVE POLICIES TAILORED TO DIVERSE STUDENT NEEDS.

OTHer NoTABLE CANDIDATES

® | _INDA MURPHY — KNOWN FOR HER ADVOCACY ON EDUCATION REFORM AND ACCOUNTABILITY.
L4 JENA NELSON — AN EXPERIENCED EDUCATOR FOCUSING ON CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND TEACHER SUPPORT.

® GREGORY MCCORKELL — EMPHASIZING PARENTAL RIGHTS AND SCHOOL SAFETY INITIATIVES.

Key Issues AND PoLicY PrIORITIES IN THE 2022 ELECTION

THE CAMPAIGN FOR OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES 2022 HIGHLIGHTED SEVERAL CRITICAL EDUCATION ISSUES
THAT SHAPED VOTER DECISIONS. THESE PRIORITIES REFLECTED BOTH STATEWIDE CONCERNS AND NATIONAL TRENDS IN
EDUCATION POLICY.

EbucATION FUNDING AND TEACHER PAY

ONE OF THE DOMINANT ISSUES WAS THE STATE’S EDUCATION BUDGET AND THE NEED FOR COMPETITIVE TEACHER SALARIES.



CANDIDATES DEBATED STRATEGIES TO INCREASE FUNDING WHILE ENSURING EFFICIENT USE OF RESOURCES. MANY HIGHLIGHTED
OKLAHOMA’S HISTORY OF TEACHER STRIKES AND CALLS FOR BETTER COMPENSATION AS CENTRAL TO IMPROVING RETENTION AND
RECRUITMENT.

CURRICULUM STANDARDS AND ACCOUNTABILITY

CURRICULUM CONTENT AND STATEWIDE ACADEMIC STANDARDS WERE ANOTHER FOCUS AREA. CANDIDATES DISCUSSED
BALANCING STANDARDIZED TESTING WITH INNOVATIVE TEACHING METHODS. ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEMS AIMED AT MEASURING
SCHOOL AND STUDENT PERFORMANCE WERE ALSO DEBATED, WITH SOME ADVOCATING FOR INCREASED TRANSPARENCY AND
OTHERS CAUTIONING AGAINST OVERRELIANCE ON TESTING.

ScHooL CHolce AND CHARTER SCHooLS

ScHooL CHOICE, INCLUDING SUPPORT FOR CHARTER SCHOOLS AND VOUCHER PROGRAMS, WAS A CONTENTIOUS TOPIC. SoME
CANDIDATES PROMOTED EXPANDING OPTIONS FOR FAMILIES, WHILE OTHERS RAISED CONCERNS ABOUT THE IMPACT ON
TRADITIONAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND EQUITY.

MeNTAL HEALTH AND STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES

ADDRESSING STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS GAINED PROMINENCE, ESPECIALLY IN THE WAKE OF THE COVID-19 pANDEMIC.
PROPOSALS INCLUDED INCREASING COUNSELING SERVICES, IMPLEMENTING SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL LEARNING PROGRAMS, AND
ENHANCING SUPPORT FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES.

CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES AND PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

THE CANDIDATES FOR OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT UTILIZED A VARIETY OF CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES TO CONNECT WITH
VOTERS AND COMMUNICATE THEIR PLATFORMS. PUBLIC FORUMS, DEBATES, AND SOCIAL MEDIA OUTREACH PLAYED SIGNIFICANT
ROLES IN SHAPING PUBLIC PERCEPTION.

DeBaTES AND PuBLIC FORUMS

ORGANIZED DEBATES PROVIDED OPPORTUNITIES FOR CANDIDATES TO ARTICULATE THEIR POSITIONS ON KEY ISSUES AND RESPOND
TO VOTER QUESTIONS. THESE EVENTS WERE CRITICAL FOR DISTINGUISHING CANDIDATES IN A CROWDED FIELD AND ALLOWING
VOTERS TO EVALUATE LEADERSHIP QUALITIES AND POLICY KNOWLEDGE.

CoMMUNITY OUTREACH AND EDUCATION STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

ENGAGEMENT WITH TEACHERS’ UNIONS, PARENT GROUPS, AND EDUCATION ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS WAS ESSENTIAL FOR
BUILDING SUPPORT. CANDIDATES ALSO PRIORITIZED VISITS TO SCHOOLS AND DISTRICTS STATEWIDE TO UNDERSTAND LOCAL
CHALLENGES FIRSTHAND AND TAILOR THEIR MESSAGING ACCORDINGLY.

UsE oF DiIGITAL PLATFORMS

CAMPAIGNS INCREASINGLY LEVERAGED SOCIAL MEDIA CHANNELS AND DIGITAL ADVERTISING TO REACH YOUNGER VOTERS AND
BUSY PARENTS. ONLINE PLATFORMS WERE USED TO SHARE POLICY DETAILS, CAMPAIGN UPDATES, AND TESTIMONIALS FROM
EDUCATORS AND COMMUNITY LEADERS.



IMPLICATIONS FOR OKLAHOMA EDUCATION POST-ELECTION

THE OUTCOME OF THE OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES 2022 ELECTION HAD SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATIONS FOR
THE DIRECTION OF PUBLIC EDUCATION IN THE STATE. THE ELECTED SUPERINTENDENT’S PRIORITIES INFLUENCE POLICY
DEVELOPMENT, FUNDING ALLOCATION, AND STATEWIDE EDUCATIONAL INITIATIVES.

PoOTENTIAL PoLICY SHIFTS

DEPENDING ON THE ELECTED CANDIDATE’S PLATFORM, SHIFTS IN EDUCATION POLICY COULD AFFECT AREAS SUCH AS CURRICULUM
REFORM, TEACHER PAY SCALES, AND SCHOOL CHOICE EXPANSION. THE SUPERINTENDENT’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE STATE
LEGISLATURE AND EDUCATION BOARD ALSO IMPACTS THE FEASIBILITY OF PROPOSED CHANGES.

IMPACT ON TEACHERS AND STUDENTS

THE LEADERSHIP STYLE AND PRIORITIES OF THE NEW SUPERINTENDENT DIRECTLY IMPACT TEACHER MORALE, RECRUITMENT, AND
RETENTION. ADDITIONALLY, STUDENTS EXPERIENCE CHANGES THROUGH PROGRAM FUNDING, SUPPORT SERVICES, AND ACADEMIC
STANDARDS TAILORED TO IMPROVE LEARNING OUTCOMES.

LoNG-TeErM EDUCATIONAL GOALS

STRATEGIC PLANNING UNDER THE NEW SUPERINTENDENT AIMS TO ADDRESS PERSISTENT CHALLENGES SUCH AS ACHIEVEMENT GAPS
GRADUATION RATES, AND W ORKFORCE READINESS. COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS WITH DISTRICTS AND POLICYMAKERS ARE CRUCIAL
TO SUSTAINING IMPROVEMENTS AND ADAPTING TO EVOLVING EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.

/

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

\W/HO WERE THE MAIN CANDIDATES FOR OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT IN 2022°

THE MAIN CANDIDATES FOR OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT IN 2022 WERE RYAN W/ ALTERS AND APRIL GRACE.

\WHAT POLITICAL PARTY DID RYAN W ALTERS REPRESENT IN THE 2022 OKLAHOMA
STATE SUPERINTENDENT RACE?

RYAN W/ ALTERS REPRESENTED THE REPUBLICAN PARTY IN THE 2022 OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT RACE.

WHAT WAS APRIL GRACE'S BACKGROUND BEFORE RUNNING FOR OKLAHOMA STATE
SUPERINTENDENT IN 2022?

APRIL GRACE WAS A DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATE AND A FORMER EDUCATOR WITH EXPERIENCE IN OKLAHOMA'S PUBLIC SCHOOL
SYSTEM BEFORE RUNNING FOR STATE SUPERINTENDENT IN 2022.

\WHAT WERE THE KEY CAMPAIGN ISSUES FOR OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT
CANDIDATES IN 2022°

KEY CAMPAIGN ISSUES INCLUDED EDUCATION FUNDING, CURRICULUM STANDARDS, TEACHER PAY, SCHOOL SAFETY, AND THE
MANAGEMENT OF STANDARDIZED TESTING.



Dip THE 2022 OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT ELECTION INCLUDE A PRIMARY
ELECTION?

YES, BOTH REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC PARTIES HELD PRIMARY ELECTIONS IN 2022 TO SELECT THEIR CANDIDATES FOR
STATE SUPERINTENDENT.

WHAT WAS RYAN W ALTERS' ROLE BEFORE RUNNING FOR STATE SUPERINTENDENT IN
OKLAHOMA?

BEFORE RUNNING FOR STATE SUPERINTENDENT, RYAN W/ ALTERS SERVED AS OKLAHOMA'S SECRETARY OF EDUCATION.

How DID THE CANDIDATES PROPOSE TO ADDRESS TEACHER SHORTAGES IN OKLAHOMA
DURING THE 2022 CAMPAIGN?

CANDIDATES PROPOSED SOLUTIONS SUCH AS INCREASING TEACHER PAY, IMPROVING WORKING CONDITIONS, AND ENHANCING
TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAMS TO ADDRESS SHORTAGES.

WHAT WAS THE OUTCOME OF THE 2022 OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT
ELECTION?

RYAN W/ ALTERS WON THE 2022 OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT ELECTION, BECOMING THE STATE'S EDUCATION LEADER.

\¥/ERE THERE ANY DEBATES HELD BETWEEN THE OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT
CANDIDATES IN 2022°

YES/ DEBATES WERE HELD WHERE CANDIDATES DISCUSSED THEIR EDUCATION POLICIES AND ANS\WERED QUESTIONS FROM THE
PUBLIC AND MEDIA.

How pID VOTERS IN OKLAHOMA PRIORITIZE EDUCATION ISSUES IN THE 2022 STATE
SUPERINTENDENT ELECTION?

EDUCATION WAS A TOP PRIORITY FOR MANY VOTERS, FOCUSING ON IMPROVING SCHOOL PERFORMANCE, INCREASING FUNDING,
AND ADDRESSING CURRICULUM CONTROVERSIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. Voices For OkLAHOMA’S FUTURE: THE 2022 SUPERINTENDENT RACE

THIS BOOK PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE CANDIDATES VYING FOR OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT IN 2022, IT
EXPLORES THEIR BACKGROUNDS, EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHIES, AND CAMPAIGN PLATFORMS. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW
EACH CANDIDATE PLANS TO ADDRESS KEY ISSUES SUCH AS FUNDING, CURRICULUM STANDARDS, AND TEACHER SUPPORT.

2. LEADERSHIP IN EDUCATION: OKLAHOMA’S 2022 SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES

FOCUSING ON LEADERSHIP QUALITIES, THIS BOOK PROFILES THE CONTENDERS IN THE 2022 SUPERINTENDENT ELECTION. |IT
EXAMINES THEIR PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE IN EDUCATION AND PUBLIC SERVICE, HIGHLIGHTING THEIR VISIONS FOR OKLAHOMA’S
SCHOOL SYSTEM. THE NARRATIVE ALSO DISCUSSES THE CHALLENGES FACING THE STATE’S EDUCATION SECTOR.

3. OkLAHOMA EDUCATION AT A CROSSROADS: THE 2022 SUPERINTENDENT ELECTION

THIS BOOK OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE ANALYSIS OF THE POLITICAL AND EDUCATIONAL ENVIRONMENT SURROUNDING THE 2022
SUPERINTENDENT RACE IN OKLAHOMA. [T DISCUSSES HOW THE CANDIDATES PLAN TO TACKLE PRESSING ISSUES SUCH AS STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT GAPS AND SCHOOL FUNDING INEQUITIES. THE BOOK ALSO INCLUDES INTERVIEWS AND EXPERT OPINIONS.

4. SHAPING OKLAHOMA’S ScHooLS: PROFILES oF 2022 SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES



THROUGH DETAILED PROFILES, THIS BOOK INTRODUCES READERS TO THE INDIVIDUALS COMPETING FOR THE SUPERINTENDENT
POSITION IN 202 2. |T HIGHLIGHTS THEIR POLICY PROPOSALS, CAMPAIGN STRATEGIES, AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS.
THE BOOK IS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR VOTERS SEEKING TO MAKE AN INFORMED DECISION.

5. EpucATION REFORM AND THE 2022 OKLAHOMA SUPERINTENDENT RACE

THIS TITLE DELVES INTO THE REFORM AGENDAS PUT FORWARD BY CANDIDATES IN THE 2022 ELECTION. |T DISCUSSES TOPICS
LIKE CURRICULUM CHANGES, TEACHER RETENTION, AND THE INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY IN CLASSROOMS. THE BOOK ALSO
CONSIDERS THE IMPACT OF THESE REFORMS ON OKLAHOMA’S DIVERSE STUDENT POPULATION.

6. CAMPAIGN TRAILS: OKLAHOMA STATE SUPERINTENDENT ELECTION 2022

FOLLOWING THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL, THIS BOOK CHRONICLES THE KEY EVENTS, DEBATES, AND PUBLIC APPEARANCES OF THE
SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES. |T PROVIDES A BEHIND-THE-SCENES LOOK AT THEIR STRATEGIES AND VOTER OUTREACH EFFORTS.
READERS GET A SENSE OF THE POLITICAL DYNAMICS INFLUENCING THE RACE.

7. EDUCATIONAL Visions: OkLAHOMAs 2022 SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES SPeEAk OUT

FEATURING SPEECHES, INTERVIEWS, AND WRITINGS FROM THE CANDIDATES THEMSELVES, THIS BOOK PRESENTS THEIR
EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHIES IN THEIR OWN WORDS. T COVERS THEIR PLANS FOR IMPROVING ACADEMIC OUTCOMES, ADDRESSING
EQUITY, AND SUPPORTING EDUCATORS. THE FIRSTHAND ACCOUNTS OFFER A PERSONAL PERSPECTIVE ON THE ELECTION.

8. THE FUTURE oF OKLAHOMA SCHOOLS: INSIGHTS FROM THE 2022 SUPERINTENDENT CANDIDATES

THIS BOOK GATHERS INSIGHTS AND PREDICTIONS FROM EACH CANDIDATE ABOUT THE FUTURE OF OKLAHOMA’S EDUCATION
SYSTEM. |T DISCUSSES CHALLENGES SUCH AS FUNDING, STANDARDIZED TESTING, AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. THE BOOK AIMS
TO PROVIDE VOTERS WITH A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF EACH CANDIDATE’S PRIORITIES.

Q. OKLAHOMA’S EDUCATIONAL LEADERSHIP BATTLE: THE 2022 SUPERINTENDENT ELECTION

THIS BOOK EXAMINES THE COMPETITIVE NATURE OF THE 2022 SUPERINTENDENT RACE, DETAILING THE POLITICAL, SOCIAL, AND
EDUCATIONAL STAKES INVOLVED. |T ANALYZES CAMPAIGN TACTICS AND THE INFLUENCE OF VARIOUS INTEREST GROUPS. THE
BOOK ALSO REFLECTS ON THE POTENTIAL LONG-TERM EFFECTS OF THE ELECTION OUTCOME ON STATE EDUCATION POLICY.
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