
nixon i am not a crook speech location
nixon i am not a crook speech location is a phrase that has become synonymous with
one of the most infamous moments in American political history. This phrase was famously
uttered by President Richard Nixon during a press conference, which took place amid the
Watergate scandal that ultimately led to his resignation. Understanding the precise
location of this speech provides valuable context for the event and helps illuminate the
atmosphere and significance of Nixon’s defense against the allegations of corruption. This
article will explore the details surrounding the Nixon "I am not a crook" speech location,
including the venue, the circumstances leading to the address, and the broader
implications of the event on American politics and media.
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Where the Speech Was Delivered
The iconic "I am not a crook" statement was made by President Richard Nixon during a
nationally televised press conference held at the Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando,
Florida, on November 17, 1973. This location was chosen as part of Nixon’s planned
vacation and a broader effort to project an image of calm and control amid the escalating
Watergate scandal. The venue was the Contemporary Resort, a prominent hotel within the
Walt Disney World complex, which provided a controlled environment for the President to
address the press and the American public directly.

Significance of the Contemporary Resort Setting
The Contemporary Resort at Walt Disney World was a modern and symbolically optimistic
location, contrasting the turmoil surrounding Nixon at the time. It was unusual for a
sitting president to hold a press conference outside of Washington, D.C., especially at a
vacation resort. This choice of venue was intended to demonstrate Nixon’s confidence and
to show that he was continuing his duties despite the controversy. The resort’s state-of-
the-art facilities allowed for a well-organized press event, with ample media coverage both



nationally and internationally.

Context and Background of the Speech

The Watergate Scandal Overview
The Watergate scandal began with a break-in at the Democratic National Committee
headquarters in the Watergate office complex in Washington, D.C., in June 1972.
Subsequent investigations revealed systemic abuses of power by members of Nixon’s
administration, leading to widespread calls for accountability. By late 1973, the scandal
dominated the news, and Nixon faced intense scrutiny regarding his involvement in the
cover-up efforts.

Events Leading Up to the Press Conference
Prior to the speech at Walt Disney World, Nixon’s administration was under siege due to
mounting evidence from the Senate Watergate Committee hearings and revelations about
secret tapes recording conversations in the Oval Office. The pressure culminated in
Nixon’s decision to hold a press conference to directly address allegations about his
personal finances and involvement in the scandal. The "I am not a crook" phrase was a key
part of his defense against accusations of corruption and financial impropriety.

Details of the Speech and Its Delivery

Key Messages Delivered
During the press conference on November 17, 1973, Nixon focused on defending his
record and denying accusations related to Watergate and his personal finances. The most
memorable line came when he said, "I am not a crook," in response to questions about
whether he had profited from his public service. The phrase was intended to refute
allegations of financial misconduct and to reassure the public of his integrity.

Media Coverage and Public Reaction
The speech was broadcast live and watched by millions of Americans. Media outlets
scrutinized every aspect of the event, from Nixon’s demeanor to the content of his
statements. While some viewers initially accepted the President’s assertions, many others
remained skeptical or critical, viewing the speech as a defensive tactic rather than a
genuine admission of innocence. The choice of the Disney World location added a layer of
spectacle to the event, highlighting the unusual circumstances under which Nixon
addressed the nation.



Impact of the Speech on Public Perception

Short-Term Effects
Immediately following the press conference, public opinion was divided. Some polls
indicated a temporary boost in support for Nixon, as the speech provided a clear and
emphatic denial of wrongdoing. However, this support was fragile and soon eroded as
further evidence emerged and the Watergate investigation intensified. The speech location
at Walt Disney World became part of the narrative of Nixon’s attempts to control the
message while under pressure.

Long-Term Influence on Nixon’s Presidency
Despite the strong wording of his denial, the speech did not halt the momentum of the
Watergate scandal. The continuing revelations and legal challenges eventually led to
Nixon’s resignation in August 1974. The "I am not a crook" phrase and its association with
the Disney World press conference remain emblematic of the struggle between political
accountability and presidential image management during a constitutional crisis.

Legacy of the Nixon Statement and Its Location

Cultural and Historical Significance
The Nixon "I am not a crook" speech location at Walt Disney World has become a notable
footnote in American political history. It symbolizes a moment when a sitting president
confronted accusations in a highly public setting outside the traditional political arenas.
The phrase itself has entered popular culture as a shorthand for political denial and
controversy.

Preservation and Commemoration
While the Contemporary Resort continues to operate as part of Walt Disney World, the
1973 press conference site is not formally marked or commemorated. Nevertheless,
historians and political scholars frequently reference this location when discussing the
Watergate scandal and Nixon’s presidency. The setting’s unusual nature underscores the
extraordinary circumstances of the speech and its enduring place in the American
collective memory.

Walt Disney World Contemporary Resort, Orlando, Florida – Official speech venue

Nationally televised press conference on November 17, 1973



Part of Nixon’s response during the Watergate scandal

Symbolic use of a vacation setting to project control and confidence

Frequently Asked Questions

Where did Nixon deliver his famous 'I am not a crook'
speech?
Richard Nixon delivered his 'I am not a crook' speech at the Walt Disney World Resort in
Orlando, Florida.

What was the specific venue of Nixon's 'I am not a
crook' statement?
The statement was made during a press conference at the Walt Disney World Resort's
Contemporary Resort.

When and where was the 'I am not a crook' phrase first
said by Nixon?
Nixon said the phrase on November 17, 1973, at a press conference in Orlando, Florida, at
Walt Disney World.

Why did Nixon choose Walt Disney World for his 'I am
not a crook' speech?
Nixon was on a political trip to Florida and held the press conference at Walt Disney
World because it was a popular and accessible location for the press.

Was the 'I am not a crook' speech part of a larger event
at Walt Disney World?
Yes, Nixon was attending the annual Associated Press Managing Editors convention held
at Walt Disney World when he made the statement.

How did the location at Walt Disney World impact the
reception of Nixon's 'I am not a crook' speech?
The casual and tourist-oriented setting of Walt Disney World contrasted with the serious
nature of the speech, which some critics felt undermined Nixon's message.



Did Nixon make his 'I am not a crook' statement indoors
or outdoors at Walt Disney World?
Nixon made the statement indoors during a formal press conference at the Contemporary
Resort within Walt Disney World.

Is there a memorial or marker at Walt Disney World
commemorating Nixon's 'I am not a crook' speech?
No, there is no official memorial or marker at Walt Disney World commemorating Nixon's
speech.

How has the location of Nixon's 'I am not a crook'
speech influenced historical perspectives on the event?
The choice of a family-friendly venue like Walt Disney World for such a controversial
statement has been viewed as an unusual backdrop, often highlighting the disconnect
between Nixon's message and the setting.

Are there video recordings of Nixon's 'I am not a crook'
speech at Walt Disney World?
Yes, there are archival video recordings of Nixon's press conference at Walt Disney World
where he made the 'I am not a crook' statement.

Additional Resources
1. “Nixon's Checkers Speech: The Battle for Political Survival”
This book delves into one of Nixon’s most famous early speeches, the Checkers speech,
analyzing its impact on his political career and public image. It explores the context in
which Nixon delivered the speech and how it laid the groundwork for his later oratory
style, including the “I am not a crook” declaration. The author provides detailed accounts
of the media and public reactions at the time.

2. “The Watergate Scandal and Nixon’s ‘I Am Not a Crook’ Defense”
Focusing on the Watergate scandal, this book examines the crucial moments leading up to
Nixon’s famous “I am not a crook” statement during a press conference in 1973. It offers
an in-depth look at the legal and political pressures Nixon faced and how this speech was
intended to restore public trust. The narrative is supported by transcripts, interviews, and
archival material.

3. “Inside the White House: Nixon’s Press Conferences and Political Strategy”
This volume provides a comprehensive overview of Nixon’s communication tactics,
including the setting and significance of his “I am not a crook” speech. It details the
location, the atmosphere, and the strategic planning behind Nixon’s addresses to the
press. Readers gain insight into how Nixon managed his public image during times of
crisis.



4. “Nixon’s California Speech: The Birthplace of ‘I Am Not a Crook’”
This book zeroes in on the specific location where Nixon delivered his famous “I am not a
crook” line — a press conference held at the Associated Press headquarters in Los
Angeles. It examines why this location was chosen and how the venue influenced the
delivery and reception of the speech. The author also provides a broader historical context
of Nixon’s presence in California politics.

5. “The Politics of Denial: Nixon and the ‘I Am Not a Crook’ Moment”
Analyzing the rhetoric and political implications of Nixon’s denial during the Watergate
crisis, this work scrutinizes the phrase “I am not a crook” as a turning point in American
political communication. The book explores how the location of the speech contributed to
its symbolism and effectiveness. It also discusses the aftermath and how the phrase
entered the cultural lexicon.

6. “Nixon in the Spotlight: Media Coverage of the ‘I Am Not a Crook’ Speech”
This book investigates the role of the media in shaping public perception of Nixon’s
infamous declaration. It focuses on the press conference’s setting and how journalists
reported on the speech from the location where it was delivered. The book offers a critical
look at the interactions between Nixon and the press corps during this pivotal event.

7. “From Checkers to Crook: Nixon’s Public Speeches and Their Locations”
Covering the trajectory of Nixon’s public speeches, this book connects the dots between
his early Checkers speech and the later “I am not a crook” moment. It highlights the
significance of various locations where these speeches were delivered and how setting
influenced their impact. The author emphasizes the strategic choices behind Nixon’s
public appearances.

8. “The Nixon Tapes: Behind the Scenes of the ‘I Am Not a Crook’ Speech”
Using transcripts from the Nixon White House tapes, this book provides a behind-the-
scenes look at the preparation and context of Nixon’s “I am not a crook” speech. It reveals
conversations about the location, the intended message, and internal reactions to the
speech. The book offers unparalleled insight into Nixon’s mindset during this critical
period.

9. “Scandal and Speech: The Cultural Legacy of Nixon’s ‘I Am Not a Crook’”
This work explores how Nixon’s “I am not a crook” speech, including its location, has been
remembered and referenced in American culture and politics. It discusses the symbolic
power of the speech’s setting in Los Angeles and its role in shaping Nixon’s legacy. The
author also examines how this moment has influenced political discourse in subsequent
decades.
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