
navy sea service ribbon instruction
navy sea service ribbon instruction provides essential guidance on the
criteria, eligibility, and application process for awarding the Navy Sea
Service Deployment Ribbon. This ribbon recognizes the dedication and
commitment of Navy and Marine Corps personnel who have completed sea duty
assignments. Understanding the instruction is crucial for service members and
command personnel who manage awards and decorations. This article covers the
history, eligibility requirements, application procedures, and regulations
surrounding the Navy Sea Service Ribbon. Additionally, it explores the
significance of the ribbon in military service recognition and the proper
wear and display standards. By following the navy sea service ribbon
instruction, commands ensure accurate and consistent awarding practices
across the fleet. The following sections outline comprehensive details to
assist in understanding and complying with these instructions.

Overview of the Navy Sea Service Ribbon

Eligibility Criteria and Service Requirements

Application and Awarding Procedures

Regulations on Wearing and Displaying the Ribbon

Significance and Recognition of the Ribbon

Overview of the Navy Sea Service Ribbon
The Navy Sea Service Ribbon is a military award established to honor Navy and
Marine Corps personnel who have completed designated sea duty assignments.
Instituted in 1980, the ribbon acknowledges extended periods of active duty
aboard ships or with certain sea-based units. The ribbon serves as a visible
symbol of a service member’s commitment to operational readiness and maritime
service. It is awarded to recognize the unique challenges and contributions
associated with deployment at sea.

History and Purpose
The establishment of the Navy Sea Service Ribbon was driven by the need to
formally recognize the service of sailors and Marines who spend considerable
time deployed on ships or with operational units afloat. Prior to the
ribbon’s creation, sea duty was acknowledged primarily through verbal
commendations or unit citations. The ribbon provides an official and
standardized method to commemorate sea service and boost morale among



personnel assigned to sea duty.

Design and Appearance
The ribbon features a distinctive color pattern that symbolizes the maritime
environment. The design includes stripes of blue and gold, which are
traditional Navy colors, interspersed with white stripes representing the
waves of the sea. This color scheme reinforces the ribbon’s association with
naval service and maritime operations. The physical ribbon is worn on the
service member’s uniform and can be accompanied by service stars for multiple
awards.

Eligibility Criteria and Service Requirements
Understanding the specific eligibility criteria outlined in the navy sea
service ribbon instruction is critical for determining qualification. The
ribbon is awarded based on defined periods of sea duty, type of assignment,
and service branch regulations. Eligibility varies slightly between the Navy
and Marine Corps but generally requires completion of a set duration of
deployment or sea assignment.

Qualifying Sea Duty Assignments
Qualifying assignments typically include permanent duty aboard Navy ships,
service with sea-based aviation units, or assignments to Marine Corps units
engaged in operational sea duty. The instruction specifies the types of units
and duty stations that meet the criteria, ensuring eligibility is limited to
those with bona fide sea service.

Time Requirements
The standard requirement for awarding the Navy Sea Service Ribbon is the
successful completion of 90 consecutive days or two cumulative 80-day periods
of sea duty. These time frames are designed to reflect meaningful deployment
at sea and operational engagement. Extensions or exceptions may apply under
specific circumstances such as combat deployments or special mission
assignments.

Service Branch Differences
While the Navy and Marine Corps share the ribbon, each branch has tailored
guidelines reflecting their unique operational environments. For example,
Marine Corps personnel assigned to sea-based units such as amphibious assault
ships or Marine Expeditionary Units may qualify under slightly different



criteria. The instruction delineates these differences to maintain fairness
and clarity in awarding.

Application and Awarding Procedures
The navy sea service ribbon instruction outlines the administrative steps
required to process and award the ribbon. Commanding officers and
administrative personnel play a vital role in verifying eligibility,
documenting service, and formally issuing the award. Proper adherence to
these procedures ensures uniformity and compliance with military regulations.

Verification of Service
Commands must verify the service member’s sea duty periods through official
records such as duty orders, deployment reports, and personnel files.
Accurate documentation is essential to confirm eligibility and prevent
erroneous awards. The instruction mandates thorough review before approval.

Submission Process
Once eligibility is confirmed, the command prepares an award recommendation,
which includes all supporting documents. This recommendation is submitted
through the appropriate chain of command for endorsement and final approval.
The process may involve coordination with personnel support detachments and
awards offices.

Issuance and Recording
After approval, the ribbon is issued to the service member and recorded in
their official military personnel record. The instruction emphasizes timely
processing to ensure the service member receives recognition promptly.
Multiple awards are tracked through service stars attached to the ribbon.

Regulations on Wearing and Displaying the
Ribbon
The navy sea service ribbon instruction also provides detailed guidance on
the proper wear and display of the ribbon on military uniforms. Adherence to
these regulations maintains uniformity and respects the significance of the
award.



Placement on Uniform
The ribbon is worn on the left chest of the service uniform, positioned in
accordance with the precedence of awards. It is typically placed among other
service ribbons, following the prescribed order established by military dress
regulations.

Multiple Awards and Devices
For service members who have earned the Navy Sea Service Ribbon multiple
times, service stars are authorized to denote each additional award. The
instruction specifies the size, color, and placement of these devices to
ensure consistent presentation.

Maintenance and Care
Proper care of the ribbon is encouraged to maintain its appearance and
longevity. Service members are responsible for ensuring their ribbons are
clean, properly aligned, and free of damage when worn during official duties
or ceremonies.

Significance and Recognition of the Ribbon
The Navy Sea Service Ribbon holds considerable significance as a symbol of
dedication to sea duty and operational excellence. It fosters pride among
sailors and Marines and serves as an important component of a service
member’s military decorations.

Morale and Esprit de Corps
The award contributes to morale by formally acknowledging the challenges of
sea duty and reinforcing the value of maritime service. It promotes esprit de
corps within units by highlighting the collective commitment to naval
missions and readiness.

Career and Promotion Impact
While the ribbon primarily serves as recognition, it can also positively
influence a service member’s career progression by demonstrating operational
experience and reliability. Commanders often consider such awards during
evaluations and promotion boards.



Broader Military Recognition
Beyond individual acknowledgment, the Navy Sea Service Ribbon reflects the
broader military tradition of honoring service and sacrifice. It aligns with
other military awards that recognize various aspects of duty, contributing to
a comprehensive system of military honors.

Summary of Key Points

The Navy Sea Service Ribbon recognizes sea duty assignments and
operational service.

Eligibility requires specific periods of sea duty aboard qualifying
units.

Proper application and verification procedures ensure consistent
awarding.

The ribbon must be worn according to military uniform regulations.

It holds significant value for morale, career advancement, and military
tradition.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Navy Sea Service Ribbon?
The Navy Sea Service Ribbon is a military award presented to members of the
U.S. Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard who have completed a specified
period of sea duty or have participated in certain qualifying operations at
sea.

Who is eligible to receive the Navy Sea Service
Ribbon?
Eligibility for the Navy Sea Service Ribbon includes active duty and reserve
personnel who have completed 90 consecutive days or 120 non-consecutive days
of sea duty aboard a Navy or Marine Corps ship, or who have participated in
specific qualifying operations at sea.

Where can I find the official instruction for the



Navy Sea Service Ribbon?
The official instruction for the Navy Sea Service Ribbon is detailed in the
Navy Awards Manual, OPNAVINST 1650.1 series, which outlines eligibility
criteria, award procedures, and wear guidelines.

How many times can the Navy Sea Service Ribbon be
awarded?
The Navy Sea Service Ribbon can be awarded multiple times; subsequent awards
are denoted by service stars worn on the ribbon to indicate each additional
award.

Can reserve members qualify for the Navy Sea Service
Ribbon?
Yes, reserve members qualify for the Navy Sea Service Ribbon by completing
the required sea duty time or participating in qualifying operations, as
specified in the Navy's award instruction.

Are there any specific sea duty assignments that do
not qualify for the Navy Sea Service Ribbon?
Certain shore-based assignments or administrative duties at sea that do not
involve actual sea duty do not qualify for the Navy Sea Service Ribbon, as
defined in the official award instruction.

How is the Navy Sea Service Ribbon worn on the
uniform?
The Navy Sea Service Ribbon is worn on the left side of the uniform, with
subsequent awards indicated by bronze or silver service stars as per the
Navy's uniform regulations.

Where can I access the most current Navy Sea Service
Ribbon instruction online?
The most current Navy Sea Service Ribbon instruction can be accessed through
the official Navy publications website or the Department of the Navy's e-
publishing portal, typically under OPNAVINST 1650.1 or related awards
manuals.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding Navy Sea Service Ribbons: A Comprehensive Guide
This book provides an in-depth overview of the Navy Sea Service Ribbon,



detailing the criteria for eligibility and the significance of the award. It
covers the history and evolution of the ribbon, along with instructions on
how to properly wear and display it. Ideal for service members and historians
alike, it offers clear guidance on maintaining proper uniform standards.

2. The Complete Manual on Navy Awards and Decorations
While covering a broad range of Navy awards, this manual includes an
extensive section dedicated to the Sea Service Ribbon. It explains the
ribbon’s place within the broader awards system and provides step-by-step
instructions on application and documentation. The book also includes visual
aids and examples to help recipients understand proper protocol.

3. Navy Uniform Regulations and Sea Service Ribbon Protocol
Focused on uniform standards, this reference details the proper placement and
usage of the Navy Sea Service Ribbon in accordance with official Navy
regulations. It offers practical instructions for service members on how to
incorporate the ribbon into different uniform types. Additionally, it
highlights common mistakes and how to avoid them.

4. Sea Service Ribbon: History, Eligibility, and Award Procedures
This publication explores the historical context behind the creation of the
Sea Service Ribbon and outlines the eligibility requirements in detail. It
guides readers through the award procedures, including nomination and
approval processes. The book is a valuable resource for commanding officers
and administrative personnel.

5. Decorations and Ribbons of the U.S. Navy: Focus on Sea Service
Providing a focused look at Navy decorations, this book emphasizes the Sea
Service Ribbon’s role within naval tradition. It offers practical advice for
sailors on maintaining and presenting their ribbons properly. The text is
supplemented with photographs and diagrams for clarity.

6. Practical Guide to Navy Ribbon Awards and Service Recognition
This guide serves as a quick reference for understanding various Navy
ribbons, with a special section dedicated to the Sea Service Ribbon. It
includes instructions on how to calculate qualifying sea duty and document
service time accurately. The book is tailored for both new recruits and
seasoned personnel.

7. Navy Sea Service Ribbon Handbook: Policies and Procedures
Covering official policies, this handbook lays out the administrative
procedures for awarding and recording the Sea Service Ribbon. It discusses
eligibility nuances and provides templates for award recommendations. This
book is an essential tool for Navy personnel involved in awards
administration.

8. Mastering Navy Awards: Sea Service Ribbon Edition
Designed for those responsible for awards management, this book offers
detailed instructions on the proper handling of Sea Service Ribbon awards. It
explains the ribbon’s significance and provides scenarios to help understand
qualification criteria. The content is suited for both commanding officers



and personnel specialists.

9. Navy Sea Service Ribbon: A Sailor’s Guide to Recognition
Written from the perspective of active-duty sailors, this guide emphasizes
the value of the Sea Service Ribbon as a symbol of dedication and service. It
includes personal stories, eligibility tips, and advice on maintaining proper
uniform standards. The book encourages pride and professionalism within the
Navy community.
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