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naics code wisconsin is an essential classification system used by businesses
and government agencies in Wisconsin to categorize economic activities.
Understanding the NAICS (North American Industry Classification System) codes
specific to Wisconsin provides valuable insights for market analysis,
regulatory compliance, and economic development. This article explores the
significance of NAICS codes in Wisconsin, how businesses can identify their
appropriate codes, and the impact of these codes on state economic reporting
and industry analysis. Additionally, it covers the application of NAICS codes
in Wisconsin’s key industries and offers guidance on accessing and using this
classification system effectively. Readers will gain a comprehensive
understanding of how the NAICS coding system functions within Wisconsin’s
economic landscape, supporting informed decision-making across various
sectors.
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Overview of NAICS Codes
The North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) is a standardized
system used by the United States, Canada, and Mexico to classify business
establishments based on their primary economic activity. NAICS codes are six-
digit numbers that provide detailed information about the industry sector,
subsector, industry group, and specific industry. This system facilitates
data collection, analysis, and comparison across regions and time periods.

Structure of NAICS Codes
NAICS codes consist of six digits that progressively narrow down the
classification from broad sectors to specific industries. For example, the
first two digits identify the economic sector, the third digit the subsector,
the fourth digit the industry group, the fifth digit the NAICS industry, and
the sixth digit the national industry. This hierarchical structure enables
precise categorization and supports comprehensive economic analysis.



Purpose of NAICS Codes
NAICS codes serve multiple purposes, including assisting government agencies
in statistical data collection, enabling businesses to identify competitors
and market trends, and providing a framework for regulatory compliance. In
Wisconsin, these codes are pivotal for economic development agencies to track
industry growth and for companies to qualify for government contracts and
programs that require specific industry classifications.

Importance of NAICS Code Wisconsin
Understanding the NAICS code Wisconsin system is vital for businesses and
policymakers alike. It offers a uniform method to classify and analyze the
state’s economic activities, which is crucial for developing targeted
strategies and policies. The classification system supports Wisconsin’s
economic planning, workforce development, and investment attraction efforts.

Economic Reporting and Analysis
State agencies in Wisconsin rely on NAICS codes to compile accurate economic
reports, monitor industry performance, and forecast economic trends. These
reports inform decisions related to taxation, incentives, and resource
allocation, helping to foster a competitive business environment within the
state.

Business Compliance and Opportunities
For Wisconsin businesses, identifying the correct NAICS code is essential
when filing taxes, applying for permits, and participating in government
procurement programs. Accurate classification ensures eligibility for grants
and contracts that are tailored to specific industries, thereby unlocking new
business opportunities and supporting growth.

How to Find Your NAICS Code in Wisconsin
Locating the appropriate NAICS code for a business operating in Wisconsin
involves several steps designed to ensure precision and relevance. The
process typically includes reviewing business activities, consulting official
NAICS resources, and validating the selected code with state agencies.

Step-by-Step Process

Identify the primary business activity by analyzing the products or1.
services offered.

Use the official NAICS manual or online databases to search for codes2.
related to that activity.



Compare multiple relevant codes to determine which most accurately3.
reflects the core business operations.

Verify the selection with Wisconsin state resources such as the4.
Department of Revenue or economic development offices.

Resources for NAICS Code Identification
Wisconsin businesses can access NAICS code information through the U.S.
Census Bureau’s NAICS website, state economic development agencies, and
industry associations. These resources provide comprehensive search tools and
guidance tailored to Wisconsin’s economic sectors.

Key Industries in Wisconsin and Their NAICS
Codes
Wisconsin’s economy is diverse, encompassing manufacturing, agriculture,
healthcare, and technology sectors. Each industry is classified under
specific NAICS codes that reflect the state’s unique economic composition.

Manufacturing Sector
Manufacturing is a cornerstone of Wisconsin’s economy, with numerous
businesses involved in producing machinery, paper products, and food items.
Common NAICS codes in this sector include:

31-33: Manufacturing (general sector)

311: Food Manufacturing

322: Paper Manufacturing

333: Machinery Manufacturing

Agriculture and Forestry
Agriculture remains vital in Wisconsin, particularly dairy farming and crop
production. Relevant NAICS codes include:

11: Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting

111: Crop Production

112: Animal Production and Aquaculture



Healthcare and Social Assistance
The healthcare sector is rapidly expanding across Wisconsin, encompassing
hospitals, outpatient care centers, and social assistance programs. Key NAICS
codes are:

62: Health Care and Social Assistance

621: Ambulatory Health Care Services

622: Hospitals

624: Social Assistance

Application of NAICS Codes for Businesses and
Government
The use of NAICS codes in Wisconsin extends beyond classification,
influencing regulatory compliance, economic incentives, and market research.
Both businesses and government entities depend on these codes to streamline
operations and policy implementation.

Government Contracting and Procurement
Wisconsin’s government agencies require NAICS codes to identify qualified
businesses for contracts and procurement processes. Many programs specify
NAICS codes to target particular industries, ensuring that projects are
awarded to appropriately classified vendors.

Economic Development and Incentives
State economic development programs utilize NAICS codes to identify eligible
businesses for tax credits, grants, and other incentives. These
classifications help target support to sectors deemed critical for
Wisconsin’s economic growth and diversification.

Market Research and Competitive Analysis
Businesses in Wisconsin use NAICS codes to analyze competitors, identify
market opportunities, and benchmark industry performance. This strategic
information supports informed decision-making and long-term business
planning.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is a NAICS code and why is it important for
businesses in Wisconsin?
A NAICS code (North American Industry Classification System code) is a
standardized classification used to identify the primary business activities
of companies. In Wisconsin, it is important for businesses to have the
correct NAICS code for regulatory compliance, tax purposes, and to qualify
for state-specific programs and grants.

How can I find the NAICS code for a business in
Wisconsin?
You can find the NAICS code for a business in Wisconsin by visiting the U.S.
Census Bureau website, using the NAICS search tool, or checking the Wisconsin
Department of Revenue or Department of Workforce Development websites, which
provide industry classification resources.

What are the most common NAICS codes for industries
in Wisconsin?
Common NAICS codes in Wisconsin include 311 (Food Manufacturing), 423
(Merchant Wholesalers, Durable Goods), 621 (Ambulatory Health Care Services),
336 (Transportation Equipment Manufacturing), and 445 (Food and Beverage
Stores), reflecting the state's strong manufacturing and agricultural
sectors.

Can NAICS codes affect eligibility for Wisconsin
state grants or contracts?
Yes, NAICS codes can affect eligibility for certain Wisconsin state grants,
contracts, and incentive programs. Many programs target specific industries,
and having the correct NAICS code ensures businesses are classified properly
to qualify for these opportunities.

How often are NAICS codes updated and does Wisconsin
follow these updates?
NAICS codes are updated every five years by the U.S. Census Bureau to reflect
changes in the economy. Wisconsin follows these updates to maintain
consistency in industry classification for state reporting and regulatory
purposes.



Is there a difference between NAICS codes and SIC
codes in Wisconsin?
Yes, NAICS codes replaced SIC (Standard Industrial Classification) codes as
the primary system for classifying businesses in Wisconsin and across the
U.S. NAICS provides more detailed and updated industry classifications, which
better reflect modern economic activities.

Where can Wisconsin businesses register their NAICS
code when applying for state permits or licenses?
Wisconsin businesses typically register their NAICS code when applying for
state permits or licenses through the Wisconsin Department of Revenue or the
Wisconsin Department of Safety and Professional Services online portals,
which require industry classification information as part of the application
process.

Additional Resources
1. Understanding NAICS Codes: A Guide for Wisconsin Businesses
This book offers a comprehensive overview of the North American Industry
Classification System (NAICS) with a specific focus on its application in
Wisconsin. It helps business owners and entrepreneurs understand how to
classify their industries accurately for regulatory and economic purposes.
The guide also includes case studies from various Wisconsin sectors,
illustrating the practical use of NAICS codes.

2. Wisconsin Industry Profiles: Using NAICS for Market Analysis
Designed for market analysts and business strategists, this book delves into
the unique industrial landscape of Wisconsin through the lens of NAICS codes.
It provides detailed profiles of key industries such as manufacturing,
agriculture, and healthcare, supported by data and trends. Readers will learn
how to leverage NAICS classification to conduct competitive analysis and
identify growth opportunities.

3. NAICS Codes and Economic Development in Wisconsin
This title explores the role of NAICS codes in shaping economic development
policies across Wisconsin. It discusses how local governments and economic
planners use these codes to track industry performance, allocate resources,
and attract investment. The book includes interviews with policymakers and
economic experts who explain the strategic importance of accurate industry
classification.

4. Small Business Success in Wisconsin: Navigating NAICS Codes
A practical manual aimed at small business owners in Wisconsin, this book
explains how understanding NAICS codes can simplify compliance, taxation, and
funding processes. It offers step-by-step instructions for selecting the
correct NAICS codes and demonstrates how this knowledge can enhance business



planning and reporting. Real-life success stories from Wisconsin
entrepreneurs highlight the benefits of proper classification.

5. Manufacturing in Wisconsin: A NAICS Code Perspective
Focusing on Wisconsin’s robust manufacturing sector, this book provides an
in-depth analysis of relevant NAICS codes and their implications for
manufacturers. It covers trends, challenges, and opportunities within various
manufacturing subsectors such as machinery, food products, and electronics.
The author discusses how NAICS data can support operational decisions and
supply chain management.

6. Agriculture and NAICS Codes in Wisconsin's Dairy Industry
This specialized book targets the dairy industry, a cornerstone of
Wisconsin’s economy, and explains how NAICS codes are applied within
agricultural sectors. It examines classification nuances and how they affect
reporting, subsidies, and market research. Readers gain insight into the
broader agricultural ecosystem and the regulatory environment through NAICS-
based data.

7. Healthcare Industry Classification in Wisconsin: NAICS Code Applications
Healthcare professionals and administrators in Wisconsin will find this book
invaluable for understanding how NAICS codes categorize various healthcare
services. It covers hospitals, outpatient care, and specialized medical
services, highlighting the importance of accurate coding for compliance and
reimbursement. The book also discusses the impact of NAICS classifications on
healthcare policy and planning.

8. Construction Industry Trends in Wisconsin: Insights from NAICS Codes
This publication analyzes the construction industry in Wisconsin through
detailed NAICS code data. It discusses market dynamics, labor trends, and
regulatory considerations affecting residential, commercial, and
infrastructure construction. The book serves as a resource for contractors,
developers, and policymakers seeking to understand industry shifts.

9. Wisconsin’s Technology Sector: NAICS Code Analysis and Opportunities
Focusing on the growing technology sector in Wisconsin, this book explores
how NAICS codes help classify and analyze tech-related industries. It
highlights emerging fields such as software development, IT services, and
biotech, offering insights into market potential and competitive landscapes.
The author provides guidance on using NAICS data to support innovation and
investment strategies within the state.
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