mr harrigan's phone parents guide

mr harrigan's phone parents guide provides a detailed overview for parents considering whether
the film adaptation of Stephen King's novella is appropriate for their children. This guide explores
the movie’s themes, content, and age suitability, ensuring caregivers can make informed decisions.
It covers the plot's supernatural elements, the portrayal of violence, language use, and the presence
of mature themes. Additionally, this article addresses how the film handles horror and suspense,
which might affect younger viewers. Parents will find a clear breakdown of the movie’s rating and
recommendations for different age groups. The guide concludes with practical advice on discussing
the film’s content with children, making it a comprehensive resource for families. Below is a table of
contents for easy navigation through the key topics related to mr harrigan's phone parents guide.
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Overview of Mr. Harrigan's Phone

Mr. Harrigan's Phone is a supernatural thriller based on a novella by Stephen King. The story
centers around a young boy who develops an unusual friendship with an elderly man named Mr.
Harrigan. After Mr. Harrigan's death, the boy discovers that he can communicate with him through
a phone left behind. This premise blends themes of friendship, loss, and the eerie consequences of
technology. Understanding the basic plot is essential for parents to assess the film's suitability for
their children. The movie explores complex emotional and supernatural elements, making it
important to consider how these are presented.

Plot Summary

The film follows Craig, a teenager who befriends Mr. Harrigan, a wealthy older gentleman. After
Craig gifts Mr. Harrigan a cellphone, their bond deepens. Following Mr. Harrigan's passing, Craig
begins receiving calls and messages from the deceased, leading to unsettling events. The narrative
explores themes of grief, power, and revenge within a supernatural context. The story’s tone is
suspenseful and at times unsettling, which may impact younger viewers differently.

Key Characters

The main characters include Craig, the protagonist; Mr. Harrigan, the elderly man; and other



supporting figures who influence the storyline. Each character contributes to the film’s emotional
depth and moral questions. Recognizing these characters helps parents understand the dynamics
and potential thematic challenges in the movie.

Content Analysis and Themes

Mr. Harrigan's Phone incorporates various mature themes and content that merit consideration in a
parents guide. Themes such as death, friendship across generations, and the supernatural underpin
the narrative. The film also touches on bullying, social isolation, and moral ambiguity. These
elements are portrayed with a mix of suspense and emotional drama, requiring parents to gauge
their children’s readiness for such material.

Supernatural and Horror Elements

The supernatural aspect is central to the story, with ghostly communication via a cellphone creating
eerie and suspenseful moments. The horror is psychological rather than overt, relying on tension
and unsettling scenarios. While graphic horror is limited, the atmosphere can be intense for
sensitive viewers.

Emotional and Moral Themes

The movie explores complex feelings such as grief, guilt, and the consequences of actions. It raises
questions about revenge and justice, often blurring the lines between right and wrong. These
themes provide an opportunity for thoughtful discussion but may be challenging for younger
audiences to fully comprehend.

Age Appropriateness and Rating

Understanding the film’s rating and the recommended viewing age is a critical part of mr harrigan's
phone parents guide. The movie is typically rated PG-13 for thematic elements, some violence, and
language. This rating suggests that parental guidance is advised for children under 13. Parents
should consider their child’s maturity level, sensitivity to suspense, and ability to process mature
themes before allowing viewing.

MPAA Rating Details

The PG-13 rating indicates that some material may be inappropriate for children under 13. The film
contains moderate language, scenes of mild violence, and supernatural themes that could be
frightening. It does not include extreme gore or explicit content, but the psychological intensity
warrants caution.



Recommended Viewing Ages

While the official rating sets 13 as a guideline, individual children may vary in their ability to handle
the content. Parents of preteens should evaluate their child’s emotional maturity. Teenagers are
more likely to understand and appreciate the film’s themes, though sensitive viewers might still find
certain scenes disturbing.

Language, Violence, and Scary Elements

Mr. Harrigan's Phone contains moderate language, some instances of violence, and suspenseful
scenes that contribute to its thriller genre. This section breaks down these elements to help parents
assess what their children might encounter.

Language Use

The film includes occasional strong language and mild profanity, consistent with many PG-13 films.
The language is not pervasive but present enough to be noted in a parents guide. This aspect may be
a consideration for families with strict language rules.

Violence and Scary Scenes

Violence in the movie is moderate and generally not graphic. It includes some threatening situations
and consequences stemming from supernatural revenge. The scary elements rely on suspense, eerie
atmospheres, and emotional tension rather than jump scares or gore. Parents of younger children or
those sensitive to suspense may want to preview the film first.

Potentially Disturbing Content

Some scenes involve death and haunting, which might be unsettling. Additionally, themes of bullying
and social isolation could resonate negatively with certain viewers. Awareness of these topics allows
parents to prepare for conversations about the film’s content.

Parental Advice and Discussion Tips

Effective communication between parents and children enhances the viewing experience and
comprehension of mr harrigan's phone. This section offers advice on preparing children for the film
and discussing its themes afterward.

Preparing Children for the Film

Parents should explain the film’s supernatural and suspenseful nature before viewing. Setting
expectations about the story’s mood and themes can help mitigate fear or confusion. Discussing the
difference between fiction and reality is also beneficial, especially for younger viewers.



Post-Viewing Discussion Points

After watching, parents can engage children in conversations about the film’s messages on
friendship, loss, and moral decisions. Questions about how characters handled difficult situations
encourage critical thinking. Addressing any fears or misunderstandings that arose during the movie
helps children process their emotions.

Monitoring and Guidance

Active parental involvement during viewing is recommended, particularly for younger teenagers.
Parents can pause to clarify scenes or provide reassurance. Monitoring reactions ensures that
children are coping well with the material.

e Explain the film’s supernatural elements beforehand

¢ Discuss themes of grief and morality after viewing

e Monitor children’s emotional responses during the movie
e Encourage questions and open dialogue

¢ Assess individual readiness based on maturity and sensitivity

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the overall content rating of 'Mr. Harrigan's Phone'
for parents?

The content rating for 'Mr. Harrigan's Phone' is typically PG-13, indicating some material may be
inappropriate for children under 13.

Are there any violent or scary scenes in 'Mr. Harrigan's Phone'
that parents should be aware of?

Yes, the film contains some mild horror elements and suspenseful scenes that might be unsettling
for younger children.

Does 'Mr. Harrigan's Phone' include any strong language or
profanity?

The movie features minimal mild language but does not contain strong profanity.



Is there any sexual content or nudity in ‘Mr. Harrigan's Phone'
that parents need to consider?

There is no explicit sexual content or nudity in the film; it is generally appropriate in that regard.

What themes in ‘Mr. Harrigan's Phone' might be concerning
for parents?

The film explores themes of death, loss, and supernatural elements which might be intense for
sensitive or younger viewers.

Are there any drug or alcohol references in 'Mr. Harrigan's
Phone'?

There are no significant drug or alcohol references in the movie.

Is 'Mr. Harrigan's Phone' suitable for children under 13?

Due to its suspenseful and supernatural themes, it is generally recommended for viewers aged 13
and above.

Does 'Mr. Harrigan's Phone' contain any scenes that might
frighten young children?

Yes, some scenes involving ghosts and suspense might be frightening for young children.

Are there any positive messages or lessons in ‘Mr. Harrigan's
Phone' that parents can discuss with their children?

The film touches on friendship, coping with loss, and the consequences of one’s actions, which can
be good discussion points for families.

Where can parents find more detailed parental guides for 'Mr.
Harrigan's Phone'?

Detailed parental guides can be found on websites like Common Sense Media, IMDb Parents Guide,
and official rating boards such as the MPAA or BBFC.

Additional Resources

1. They Both Die at the End

This young adult novel by Adam Silvera explores themes of mortality and connection through the
story of two boys who receive a call informing them they will die within 24 hours. It delves into how
technology and social media shape their final interactions and relationships. The emotional depth
and exploration of life’s fleeting moments make it a compelling read for fans of "Mr. Harrigan’s



Phone."

2. Cell

Written by Stephen King, this horror novel centers around a mysterious signal transmitted through
cell phones that turns users into mindless, violent beings. It combines technology with supernatural
elements, highlighting the dangers and fears surrounding modern communication devices. The
story’s suspense and chilling atmosphere parallel the eerie tone of "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone."

3. Little Brother

This novel by Cory Doctorow follows a teenage hacker who fights against government surveillance
and control after a terrorist attack. It emphasizes the impact and ethics of technology in society,
especially concerning privacy and freedom. Readers interested in the technological themes and
moral questions in "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone" will find this book thought-provoking.

4. Feed

M.T. Anderson’s dystopian novel depicts a future where people have brain implants called "feeds"
that constantly stream information and advertisements. The story critiques consumerism,
technology’s influence on identity, and the loss of genuine human connection. Its examination of
technology’s pervasive role complements the themes found in "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone."

5. Unwind

Neal Shusterman’s novel explores a society where troubled teens can be "unwound," having their
organs harvested for transplantation. The story raises questions about autonomy, technology, and
ethics in a dystopian future. Its dark tone and moral complexity resonate with the eerie and thought-
provoking atmosphere of "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone."

6. Black Mirror: The Official Anthology

This collection of stories inspired by the hit TV series "Black Mirror" investigates the dark
consequences of modern technology. Each story explores different aspects of technology’s impact on
human behavior and society, often with unsettling results. Fans of "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone" will
appreciate the anthology’s focus on technology-driven suspense and moral dilemmas.

7. Super Sad True Love Story

Gary Shteyngart’s satirical novel presents a near-future America obsessed with technology, social
media, and youth culture. It follows a couple navigating a world dominated by constant digital
surveillance and superficial interactions. The book’s critique of technology’s effects on relationships
aligns with the themes explored in "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone."

8. Before I Fall

Lauren Oliver’s novel tells the story of a teenage girl reliving the day of her death multiple times,
reflecting on her life and relationships. While not focused on technology, it shares thematic elements
of mortality, memory, and the supernatural. The emotional and contemplative aspects make it a
complementary read to "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone."

9. Ghostwritten

David Mitchell’s novel weaves interconnected stories across the globe, blending elements of the
supernatural and technology. It explores themes of fate, communication, and the unseen connections
between people. Its complex narrative and exploration of mysterious forces echo the haunting tone
found in "Mr. Harrigan’s Phone."
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