
mercer university summer reading
program

mercer university summer reading program is a carefully designed initiative
aimed at enriching the academic experience of students through curated
literary selections and critical engagement activities during the summer
months. This program plays a pivotal role in fostering intellectual growth,
encouraging diverse perspectives, and preparing students for the upcoming
academic year. By participating in the Mercer University summer reading
program, students gain exposure to thought-provoking texts that align with
the university’s educational values and goals. The program typically includes
a selection of books chosen for their literary merit, cultural significance,
and relevance to current social issues. Alongside reading assignments,
students engage in reflective exercises, discussions, and sometimes community
events centered on the books. This article provides an in-depth exploration
of the Mercer University summer reading program, including its objectives,
book selections, participation guidelines, benefits, and ways it integrates
into the broader university culture.
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Overview of the Mercer University Summer
Reading Program
The Mercer University summer reading program is an annual initiative designed
to engage students in meaningful literary experiences before the start of the
academic year. It serves as an academic bridge that introduces students to
complex themes and diverse viewpoints through selected readings. The program
is open to incoming freshmen, current students, and sometimes faculty
members, ensuring a shared intellectual foundation across the campus
community. Administrators and faculty carefully curate the reading list each
year to reflect timely social issues, historical perspectives, or literary
excellence. The program often culminates with discussions, written



reflections, or campus events that promote dialogue and critical thinking.
Participation in the Mercer University summer reading program is considered a
valuable opportunity for students to enhance their analytical skills and
cultural awareness in a structured yet flexible format.

Objectives and Educational Goals
The primary objectives of the Mercer University summer reading program focus
on enriching students’ academic readiness and fostering a culture of lifelong
learning. The program aims to introduce students to challenging texts that
encourage critical analysis and personal reflection. Through reading and
engaging with selected literature, students develop key skills such as
critical thinking, empathy, and effective communication. Another important
goal is to promote diversity and inclusion by selecting works that represent
a wide range of cultural experiences and viewpoints. The program also
supports the university’s mission to prepare students for active citizenship
by connecting literary themes to contemporary social issues. Finally, the
summer reading initiative helps build a cohesive community by providing a
common intellectual experience for students, faculty, and staff alike.

Book Selections and Themes
Each year, the Mercer University summer reading program features a carefully
chosen book or set of books that align with specific themes relevant to the
university’s academic and social priorities. The selection process involves
faculty committees and academic departments to ensure the chosen works
resonate with educational objectives. Books selected often encompass genres
such as fiction, non-fiction, memoirs, and scholarly essays. Common themes
include social justice, identity, history, ethical leadership, and cultural
diversity. The books selected are notable for their literary quality and
capacity to provoke thoughtful discussion and reflection among students.

Examples of Past Selections
Over the years, the summer reading program has featured a variety of
impactful titles, including:

Books addressing racial and social equity

Works exploring historical events from multiple perspectives

Memoirs that offer insights into personal resilience and growth

Contemporary novels that challenge societal norms

These selections help students engage with complex ideas and prepare for



critical discourse in their academic pursuits.

Participation and Engagement Activities
Participation in the Mercer University summer reading program involves more
than just reading assigned texts; it encompasses a range of activities
designed to deepen understanding and foster community engagement. Students
are encouraged to complete reading assignments before the semester begins,
allowing them to arrive on campus prepared for related discussions.
Engagement activities typically include written reflections, group
discussions, and participation in themed events such as lectures or panels
featuring authors or experts. Some departments may integrate the reading into
first-year seminars or orientation programs, offering additional
opportunities for academic integration. These activities support students in
synthesizing the material and applying insights to their academic and
personal development.

Methods of Engagement
Common engagement strategies within the Mercer University summer reading
program include:

Online discussion forums moderated by faculty

In-person and virtual book discussion groups

Reflective writing assignments related to the readings

Campus events such as author talks or panel discussions

Collaborative projects or community service inspired by book themes

Benefits for Students and the University
Community
The Mercer University summer reading program provides significant benefits
for both students and the broader university community. For students, the
program enhances critical thinking and reading comprehension skills essential
for academic success. It also promotes cultural literacy and awareness by
exposing students to diverse perspectives and global issues. The shared
reading experience fosters a sense of community among students, helping to
build connections and engage them in campus life. For the university, the
program reinforces its commitment to academic excellence, diversity, and
inclusive dialogue. It also serves as a platform for promoting intellectual
engagement outside the traditional classroom setting. Overall, the program



contributes to a vibrant academic culture that supports student success and
institutional goals.

Integration with Mercer University’s Academic
Year
The Mercer University summer reading program is strategically integrated into
the academic calendar to maximize its impact on students’ educational
journeys. The program typically launches during the summer months, allowing
students ample time to complete their readings before the fall semester
begins. Orientation sessions and first-year seminars often incorporate the
summer reading materials into their curricula, facilitating a seamless
transition from summer engagement to academic coursework. Faculty members
across various disciplines may reference or build upon the summer reading
themes within their courses, promoting interdisciplinary learning.
Additionally, campus events related to the summer reading program often take
place during the first weeks of the semester, reinforcing the program’s role
in fostering community dialogue and intellectual curiosity throughout the
academic year.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Mercer University Summer Reading
Program?
The Mercer University Summer Reading Program is an initiative designed to
encourage students to engage with selected books during the summer to enhance
their reading skills and prepare for the academic year.

Who can participate in the Mercer University Summer
Reading Program?
The program is primarily aimed at incoming Mercer University students, but it
may also be open to current students and faculty depending on the specific
year’s guidelines.

What types of books are included in the Mercer
University Summer Reading Program?
The program typically features a diverse selection of contemporary fiction,
non-fiction, and sometimes classic literature that aligns with the
university’s educational goals and themes for the year.



Are there any events or discussions related to the
Mercer University Summer Reading Program?
Yes, Mercer University often hosts book discussions, lectures, and events
throughout the summer and fall semester to engage students and faculty with
the selected reading material.

How can students access the books for the Mercer
University Summer Reading Program?
Students can access the selected books through Mercer University’s library,
local bookstores, digital formats, or sometimes the university provides
copies during orientation or special events.

Additional Resources
1. Becoming by Michelle Obama
This memoir by former First Lady Michelle Obama offers an intimate look at
her life, from her childhood in Chicago to her years in the White House. It
explores themes of identity, resilience, and public service. The book
encourages readers to reflect on their own journeys and the power of
perseverance.

2. The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas
A powerful novel about Starr Carter, a teenager who witnesses the police
shooting of her best friend. This story addresses issues of racial injustice,
activism, and the importance of finding one's voice. It's a compelling read
that prompts critical conversations about society and equality.

3. Educated by Tara Westover
This memoir recounts Tara Westover's experience growing up in a strict and
abusive household in rural Idaho with no formal education, and her journey to
earn a PhD from Cambridge University. It highlights the transformative power
of education and self-determination. Readers are inspired to consider the
value of knowledge and personal growth.

4. Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
A novel about a Nigerian woman who immigrates to the United States for
college and grapples with questions of identity, race, and belonging. The
story explores cultural differences and the immigrant experience with humor
and insight. It encourages readers to think about global perspectives and
social dynamics.

5. Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and You by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X. Kendi
This book is a remix of Kendi's scholarly work, adapted for young readers by
Jason Reynolds. It presents a history of racist ideas in America and the
ongoing struggle for equity and justice. The accessible format empowers
readers to recognize and challenge racism in their own lives.



6. Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens
A blend of mystery, romance, and coming-of-age story set in the marshes of
North Carolina. The protagonist, Kya, grows up isolated from society and must
navigate survival and human connection. The novel highlights themes of
nature, loneliness, and resilience.

7. The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
A fantasy novel centered around a magical competition between two young
illusionists within a mysterious, traveling circus. The story is rich with
vivid imagery and explores themes of love, destiny, and creativity. It
invites readers into a world of enchantment and wonder.

8. Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson
A memoir by a lawyer who founded the Equal Justice Initiative, focusing on
his efforts to defend those wrongly condemned or unfairly sentenced. The book
sheds light on systemic injustice within the American legal system and
advocates for compassion and reform. It is a compelling call to action for
justice.

9. The Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Set in Nazi Germany, this novel tells the story of Liesel Meminger, a young
girl who finds solace in stealing books and sharing them during a time of war
and oppression. Narrated by Death, the book explores themes of mortality, the
power of words, and human kindness. It is both heartbreaking and uplifting.
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