maryland psychology license

maryland psychology license is a crucial credential for professionals seeking to practice
psychology within the state of Maryland. Obtaining this license ensures that psychologists
meet the state’s rigorous standards for education, training, and ethical practice. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the requirements, application process, continuing
education, and renewal procedures associated with the Maryland psychology license.
Additionally, it covers important details about the scope of practice, professional conduct,
and frequently asked questions for prospective licensees. Whether you are a recent
graduate or an experienced psychologist relocating to Maryland, understanding the
licensing landscape is essential for a successful career. The following sections will guide you
through everything you need to know about securing and maintaining your Maryland
psychology license.
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Requirements for Obtaining a Maryland
Psychology License

The state of Maryland sets specific educational and professional prerequisites that must be
fulfilled to obtain a valid psychology license. These requirements ensure that licensed
psychologists possess the necessary knowledge and skills to provide competent mental
health services.

Educational Qualifications

Applicants must hold a doctoral degree in psychology from an accredited institution. The
degree should be in clinical, counseling, educational, or another recognized psychology
specialty. The program must meet the criteria set by the Maryland Board of Examiners of
Psychologists, including a minimum number of credit hours and supervised training.



Supervised Experience

A critical component for licensure is completing supervised professional experience.
Maryland requires applicants to complete a minimum of 3,500 hours of supervised work,
including at least 1,750 hours post-doctoral. This supervised experience must be
documented and verified by qualified supervisors.

Character and Background Checks

Applicants must submit to criminal background checks and provide evidence of good moral
character. The Maryland Board evaluates applicants’ histories to ensure there are no
factors that would compromise public safety or professional integrity.

Application Process and Examination

Understanding the application and examination steps is vital for a smooth licensure
process. The Maryland psychology license application involves several stages, including
submission of documentation and successful completion of exams.

Submitting the Application

Candidates must complete the official application form provided by the Maryland Board of
Examiners of Psychologists. This includes providing transcripts, proof of supervised
experience, and personal identification. Fees are required at the time of submission and are
non-refundable.

Examinations Required

Applicants must pass the Examination for Professional Practice in Psychology (EPPP), a
national standardized test assessing knowledge in core psychology areas. Additionally,
Maryland requires a jurisprudence exam focused on state laws and ethical standards
governing psychological practice.

Timeline and Processing

The Board typically reviews applications within several weeks after receipt. Once approved,
candidates receive authorization to schedule and take the required examinations. The total
processing time can vary depending on application completeness and exam scheduling.

Scope of Practice and Legal Considerations

A Maryland psychology license defines the legal scope within which licensed psychologists
may operate. Adhering to these regulations ensures compliance with state law and



protection of client welfare.

Permitted Activities

Licensed psychologists in Maryland are authorized to provide psychological assessments,
diagnoses, therapy, and consultation services. They may work in various settings, including
private practice, hospitals, schools, and community agencies.

Restrictions and Prohibitions

Psychologists must not engage in activities reserved for other licensed professionals, such
as prescribing medication, unless they hold additional qualifications. They are also
prohibited from practicing outside the scope of their expertise or engaging in fraudulent
behavior.

Confidentiality and Client Rights

Maryland law mandates strict confidentiality regarding client information, with exceptions
for mandatory reporting or court orders. Psychologists must inform clients about their rights
and obtain informed consent for services.

Continuing Education and License Renewal

Maintaining a Maryland psychology license requires adherence to continuing education
requirements and timely renewal to ensure ongoing competence and adherence to
professional standards.

Continuing Education Requirements

Licensed psychologists must complete a minimum of 40 hours of continuing education
every two years. These hours should include ethics training and be approved by the
Maryland Board. Relevant workshops, seminars, and courses contribute to fulfilling this
requirement.

Renewal Process

License renewal occurs biennially, with psychologists required to submit renewal
applications along with proof of completed continuing education and applicable fees.
Failure to renew on time may result in license suspension or additional penalties.



Inactive and Retired Status

Psychologists who are not actively practicing may apply for inactive status to maintain their
license without meeting continuing education requirements. Retired status may also be
available for those permanently ceasing practice.

Professional Conduct and Disciplinary Actions

The Maryland Board of Examiners of Psychologists enforces standards of professional
conduct and investigates complaints against licensed psychologists to protect public safety
and uphold the profession’s integrity.

Ethical Standards

Psychologists licensed in Maryland must comply with the American Psychological
Association’s Ethical Principles and the state’s specific regulations. These standards cover
issues such as confidentiality, competence, dual relationships, and informed consent.

Complaint and Investigation Procedures

The Board reviews complaints submitted by clients, employers, or colleagues.
Investigations may involve hearings and disciplinary actions if violations are found.
Disciplinary measures range from reprimands to license suspension or revocation.

Reporting Obligations

Psychologists are required to report any unethical behavior or violations they observe
within the profession. Failure to report may result in disciplinary consequences.

Frequently Asked Questions about Maryland
Psychology License

This section addresses common queries related to the Maryland psychology license,
clarifying essential aspects of the licensure process and professional obligations.

How Long Does It Take to Get Licensed in Maryland?

The licensure timeline varies depending on the applicant’s preparedness and
responsiveness. Typically, completing education, supervised experience, and passing
exams can take several years. Application processing and exam scheduling add additional
time.



Can Licensed Psychologists from Other States Practice
in Maryland?

Psychologists licensed in other states must apply for licensure by endorsement in Maryland.
This process involves verifying credentials and may require additional exams or
documentation to ensure compliance with Maryland standards.

What Are the Fees Associated with Licensure?

Fees include application, examination, and renewal charges. These fees are subject to
change and must be paid as specified by the Maryland Board. Applicants should consult the
latest fee schedule to plan accordingly.

Is Supervised Experience Required Post-Doctoral?

Yes, Maryland requires a minimum of 1,750 hours of supervised post-doctoral experience as
part of the total 3,500 hours required. This ensures practical training under professional
guidance before independent practice.

What Happens If Continuing Education Requirements
Are Not Met?

Failure to complete continuing education can result in denial of license renewal,
suspension, or other disciplinary actions. Licensees are encouraged to maintain accurate
records of their continuing education activities.

e Doctoral degree from an accredited program

e Completion of 3,500 hours of supervised experience
e Passing the EPPP and Maryland jurisprudence exam
e Criminal background check and character evaluation

e Compliance with continuing education requirements

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the basic requirements to obtain a psychology



license in Maryland?

To obtain a psychology license in Maryland, applicants must have a doctoral degree in
psychology from an accredited institution, complete required supervised professional
experience, pass the Examination for Professional Practice in Psychology (EPPP), and pass
the Maryland jurisprudence exam.

How many supervised hours are needed for a
psychology license in Maryland?

Maryland requires 3,500 hours of supervised professional experience, including at least
1,750 hours of direct client contact, completed over a minimum of two years under the
supervision of a licensed psychologist.

Is the EPPP exam required for Maryland psychology
licensure?

Yes, passing the Examination for Professional Practice in Psychology (EPPP) is mandatory
for licensure as a psychologist in Maryland.

What is the process to renew a psychology license in
Maryland?

In Maryland, psychology licenses must be renewed every two years. Licensees must
complete continuing education requirements, submit a renewal application, and pay the
applicable fees to maintain an active license.

Can licensed psychologists from other states obtain
licensure by endorsement in Maryland?

Yes, Maryland allows licensure by endorsement for psychologists licensed in other states,
provided they meet Maryland's requirements, including having a doctoral degree, passing
the EPPP, and having a current, active license in good standing.

Where can | find the official Maryland Board of
Examiners of Psychologists regulations?

The official regulations and licensing requirements for psychologists in Maryland can be
found on the Maryland Board of Examiners of Psychologists website or through the
Maryland Department of Health's professional licensing portal.

Additional Resources

1. Maryland Psychology Licensing Exam Prep Guide
This comprehensive guide is designed specifically for candidates preparing for the Maryland
psychology licensing exam. It covers all relevant topics, including ethics, state laws, and



clinical practice standards unique to Maryland. The book includes practice questions and
test-taking strategies to help applicants succeed.

2. Ethical Practice in Maryland Psychology

Focusing on the ethical considerations for psychologists practicing in Maryland, this book
explores state-specific regulations and the American Psychological Association’s ethical
code. It offers case studies and practical advice for navigating common ethical dilemmas
faced by licensed psychologists.

3. Clinical Psychology Licensing Requirements in Maryland

This book provides an in-depth overview of the licensing requirements for clinical
psychologists in Maryland, including education, supervised experience, and examination
criteria. It also discusses continuing education and license renewal processes to maintain
compliance with state laws.

4. Maryland Psychology Law and Regulation Handbook

A detailed handbook outlining the legal framework governing psychological practice in
Maryland, this book is essential for understanding state statutes, licensing board rules, and
disciplinary procedures. It serves as a valuable reference for both new and experienced
practitioners.

5. Supervision in Maryland Psychology Licensure

This book addresses the supervision requirements for psychology trainees and early career
psychologists seeking licensure in Maryland. It covers best practices for supervisors,
documentation standards, and the role of supervision in professional development and
regulatory compliance.

6. Psychological Assessment Standards in Maryland

Focused on assessment practices, this text highlights the standards and guidelines for
psychological testing and evaluation in Maryland. It includes state-specific considerations,
test selection, administration protocols, and reporting requirements to ensure ethical and
effective assessments.

7. Preparing for the Maryland Jurisprudence Exam in Psychology

This targeted study guide helps candidates prepare for the Maryland jurisprudence exam, a
requirement for licensure. It reviews Maryland statutes, administrative rules, and
professional responsibilities, providing sample questions and explanations to build
confidence before the test.

8. Continuing Education for Maryland Psychologists

This resource explains the continuing education requirements mandated by the Maryland
Board of Psychology. It includes guidance on approved courses, documentation procedures,
and strategies to integrate ongoing learning into busy clinical practices.

9. Practice Management for Licensed Psychologists in Maryland

Designed to help psychologists effectively manage their practice within Maryland’s
regulatory environment, this book covers topics such as patient confidentiality, billing,
record-keeping, and compliance with state laws. It offers practical tips to streamline
administrative tasks while maintaining ethical standards.
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