
map of sherburne wma
map of sherburne wma is an essential resource for outdoor enthusiasts, hunters, and wildlife
watchers interested in the Sherburne Wildlife Management Area (WMA) located in central Minnesota.
This article provides an in-depth overview of the Sherburne WMA, emphasizing the importance of
detailed maps for navigation, planning, and safety within this expansive natural habitat. The
Sherburne WMA is known for its diverse ecosystems, including wetlands, forests, and prairies, making
it a prime location for observing a variety of wildlife species. Access to accurate maps enhances the
experience by guiding visitors through designated trails, hunting zones, and conservation areas. This
comprehensive guide covers the features of the map of Sherburne WMA, how to interpret it, and
practical uses for different activities such as hunting, hiking, and birdwatching. The article also
outlines where to find official maps and tips for using them effectively.
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Overview of Sherburne Wildlife Management Area
The Sherburne Wildlife Management Area covers approximately 30,000 acres in central Minnesota
and is managed by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR). This WMA is a critical
habitat that supports a wide range of wildlife species, including deer, waterfowl, upland game birds,
and numerous songbirds. The area features a mix of wetlands, hardwood forests, grasslands, and
agricultural lands, creating a rich environment for biodiversity. Sherburne WMA is popular among
hunters, birdwatchers, hikers, and nature photographers who seek to explore Minnesota's natural
heritage.

Geographical Location and Size
Sherburne WMA is located primarily in Sherburne County, Minnesota, near the cities of Becker and
Zimmerman. The expansive property includes diverse terrain such as river bottoms, marshes, and
upland forests. This variety in landscape contributes to its importance as a wildlife refuge and
recreational area.

Wildlife and Habitat
The WMA supports numerous species including white-tailed deer, wild turkey, mallards, and various



waterfowl. The wetlands within Sherburne WMA are especially important for migratory birds and
amphibians. Conservation efforts focus on maintaining and enhancing these habitats to promote
sustainable wildlife populations.

Features of the Map of Sherburne WMA
The map of Sherburne WMA is a detailed representation designed to assist visitors in navigating the
area safely and responsibly. It includes important information such as property boundaries, roads,
trails, water bodies, and designated hunting zones. Topographical features are also depicted to
provide an understanding of the terrain.

Key Elements Shown on the Map
This map highlights several critical features that are vital for planning outdoor activities:

Trail networks: Marked paths for hiking and wildlife observation.

Hunting areas: Zones designated for specific types of game hunting and seasonal regulations.

Water features: Rivers, lakes, wetlands, and ponds that support aquatic wildlife and provide
fishing opportunities.

Access points: Entrances, parking areas, and boat launches.

Facilities: Information kiosks, restrooms, and observation towers.

Map Scale and Legend
The map scale allows users to measure distances accurately, which is essential for route planning and
estimating travel time. The legend explains various symbols and color codes used to differentiate
between land types, trail difficulty levels, and restricted areas.

How to Read and Interpret the Map
Understanding the map of Sherburne WMA is crucial for safe and effective navigation. The map uses
standardized symbols and color codes to represent different landscape features and regulations.

Understanding Symbols and Colors
Each symbol on the map corresponds to a specific feature, such as campsites, observation blinds, or
parking lots. Color-coded areas indicate different habitat types or usage restrictions. For example,
blue areas typically represent water bodies, while green may indicate forested regions.



Topographical Information
Contours on the map show elevation changes, helping visitors anticipate hills and valleys. This
information is especially useful for hikers and hunters tracking game movement or planning routes to
avoid difficult terrain.

Boundary Lines and Regulations
Property boundaries are clearly marked to prevent trespassing on private lands. Additionally, the map
delineates areas where specific activities like hunting or fishing are permitted or restricted, ensuring
compliance with local regulations.

Using the Map for Outdoor Activities
The map of Sherburne WMA serves as an indispensable tool for a variety of outdoor pursuits. Proper
use of the map enhances the experience by improving orientation, safety, and adherence to
conservation rules.

Hunting and Fishing
Hunters rely on the map to identify legal hunting zones, check seasonal restrictions, and locate
access points. The map also shows water bodies where fishing is allowed, helping anglers find prime
spots for species such as northern pike and bass.

Hiking and Wildlife Observation
Trails and observation areas are clearly marked, allowing hikers and birdwatchers to explore safely
while minimizing environmental impact. The map helps users plan routes that maximize wildlife
viewing opportunities and scenic experiences.

Safety and Emergency Preparedness
Carrying the map reduces the risk of getting lost in the vast wilderness of Sherburne WMA. It also
provides reference points that can be communicated to emergency responders if necessary. Visitors
are advised to combine map use with GPS devices and to inform others of their plans.

Accessing and Obtaining Official Maps
Official maps of Sherburne WMA are available through several channels, ensuring that visitors have
access to the most accurate and up-to-date information.



Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
The Minnesota DNR provides downloadable maps and printed copies of the Sherburne WMA map.
These resources are regularly updated to reflect changes in land management, trail conditions, and
regulations.

Visitor Centers and Local Offices
Maps can also be obtained at nearby DNR offices, visitor centers, and outdoor recreation stores. Staff
at these locations can offer guidance on how to use the map effectively and inform visitors about
current conditions in the WMA.

Digital and Mobile Map Options
Many digital platforms offer interactive maps of Sherburne WMA that can be accessed on
smartphones and tablets. These versions often include GPS integration, allowing users to track their
location in real time within the WMA boundaries.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where can I find an updated map of Sherburne Wildlife
Management Area (WMA)?
Updated maps of Sherburne WMA can be found on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) website or at local DNR offices near the Sherburne area.

What features are highlighted on the Sherburne WMA map?
The Sherburne WMA map highlights hiking trails, hunting zones, water bodies, parking areas, and
camping sites within the management area.

Is the Sherburne WMA map available for download in PDF
format?
Yes, the Minnesota DNR website typically offers downloadable PDF maps of Sherburne WMA for easy
offline access.

Are there any specific hunting zones marked on the
Sherburne WMA map?
Yes, the map clearly indicates designated hunting zones and any seasonal restrictions to ensure safe
and regulated hunting activities.



Can I use the Sherburne WMA map for planning birdwatching
trips?
Absolutely, the map shows important habitats and trails suitable for birdwatching within Sherburne
WMA.

Does the Sherburne WMA map include information on
accessible trails?
Yes, accessible trails for individuals with disabilities are marked on the map to facilitate inclusive
outdoor experiences.

How accurate is the Sherburne WMA map for navigation
within the area?
The Sherburne WMA map provided by the Minnesota DNR is highly accurate and regularly updated to
reflect current trail conditions and land features.

Are there interactive or GPS-enabled maps of Sherburne WMA
available online?
Some third-party outdoor and hiking apps offer interactive and GPS-enabled maps of Sherburne WMA,
but official maps are best sourced from the Minnesota DNR.

Additional Resources
1. Exploring Sherburne Wildlife Management Area: A Comprehensive Guide
This book offers an in-depth look at the Sherburne Wildlife Management Area, detailing its geography,
flora, and fauna. It includes maps and trail guides to help visitors navigate the diverse habitats.
Perfect for outdoor enthusiasts and conservationists alike, it provides insights into the area's
ecological significance.

2. The Natural History of Sherburne WMA
Focusing on the natural history of Sherburne Wildlife Management Area, this book delves into the
development of the landscape over time. It covers geological formations, native species, and
environmental changes. Richly illustrated with photographs and historic maps, it is an essential
resource for students and researchers.

3. Birdwatching in Sherburne Wildlife Management Area
This guide is tailored for birdwatchers interested in Sherburne WMA, where many migratory and
resident bird species thrive. It includes detailed maps showing prime observation spots and seasonal
bird lists. The book offers tips on bird identification and ethical wildlife viewing practices.

4. Hiking Trails and Maps of Sherburne WMA
A practical companion for hikers, this book provides detailed trail maps of Sherburne Wildlife
Management Area, highlighting routes of varying difficulty. Each trail description includes information
on terrain, points of interest, and safety tips. It encourages responsible enjoyment of the natural



environment.

5. Conservation Efforts in Sherburne Wildlife Management Area
This publication examines the conservation programs and management strategies employed in
Sherburne WMA. It discusses habitat restoration, wildlife protection, and community involvement. The
book illustrates how mapping technology aids in monitoring and preserving the area's ecosystems.

6. Fishing and Hunting in Sherburne WMA: Regulations and Maps
Focused on recreational fishing and hunting, this guide details the rules and regulations in Sherburne
Wildlife Management Area. It includes maps indicating designated zones and seasonal restrictions.
The book aims to promote sustainable practices while enhancing outdoor experiences.

7. Flora of Sherburne Wildlife Management Area
A botanical guide to the plant species found within Sherburne WMA, this book combines detailed
descriptions with distribution maps. It helps readers identify native trees, shrubs, and wildflowers,
emphasizing their roles in the ecosystem. The book is valuable for botanists and nature lovers.

8. Historical Maps and Land Use of Sherburne WMA
This book explores the historical land use patterns in Sherburne Wildlife Management Area through a
collection of archival maps and documents. It traces changes from pre-settlement times to the
present, highlighting human impact and conservation milestones. It offers a fascinating perspective
on landscape evolution.

9. Wildlife Photography in Sherburne WMA: Locations and Tips
Designed for photographers, this guide pinpoints the best locations within Sherburne Wildlife
Management Area for capturing wildlife images. It provides detailed maps, seasonal timing advice,
and ethical guidelines to minimize disturbance. The book inspires appreciation through stunning
photography and practical knowledge.
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