LONG'S CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION

LONG'S CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION HAS BECOME A SIGNIFICANT EVENT IN THE HISTORY OF THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH/
REFLECTING BROADER DENOMINATIONAL SHIFTS AND THEOLOGICAL DISAGREEMENTS. THIS PROCESS INVOLVES LoNG's CHAPEL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH DECIDING TO SEPARATE FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (UMC) DENOMINATION. SUCH
DISAFFILIATIONS HAVE BEEN PART OF A LARGER TREND WITHIN THE UMC AS CONGREGATIONS GRAPPLE WITH ISSUES RELATED TO
DOCTRINE, GOVERNANCE, AND SOCIAL STANCES. UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT, REASONS, AND IMPLICATIONS OF LonG's
CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION PROVIDES INSIGHT INTO THE EVOLVING LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN METHODISM. THIS ARTICLE
EXPLORES THE BACKGROUND OF THE DISAFFILIATION MOVEMENT, THE SPECIFIC CIRCUMSTANCES OF LonG's CHAPEL UMCI THE
PROCEDURAL ASPECTS INVOLVED, AND THE CONSEQUENCES FOR BOTH THE CHURCH AND THE \WIDER DENOMINATION.
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BACKGROUND OF DISAFFILIATION IN THE UNITED MeTHODIST CHURCH

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH HAS EXPERIENCED INTERNAL CONFLICTS FOR DECADES, PARTICULARLY SURROUNDING
THEOLOGICAL INTERPRETATIONS AND SOCIAL ISSUES SUCH AS HUMAN SEXUALITY AND CHURCH GOVERNANCE. T HESE
DISAGREEMENTS HAVE LED TO INCREASING NUMBERS OF CONGREGATIONS CONSIDERING DISAFFILIATION FROM THE DENOMINATION.
DISAFFILIATION REFERS TO THE FORMAL PROCESS BY WHICH A LOCAL CHURCH SEPARATES ITSELF FROM THE UMC, TYPICALLY
TO JOIN ANOTHER DENOMINATION OR TO BECOME INDEPENDENT. T HE MOVEMENT IS OFTEN DRIVEN BY A DESIRE TO MAINTAIN
DOCTRINAL INTEGRITY OR TO ALIGN MORE CLOSELY WITH A CONGREGATION’S BELIEFS.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF DISAFFILIATION

DISAFFILIATION WITHIN THE UMC IS NOT A NEW PHENOMENON BUT HAS GAINED MOMENTUM IN RECENT YEARS. THE
DENOMINATION'S GENERAL CONFERENCES HAVE REPEATEDLY DEBATED ISSUES THAT HAVE CAUSED DIVISIONS AMONG MEMBERS,
INCLUDING THE ORDINATION OF LGBTQ+ CLERGY AND THE DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE. T HESE DEBATES HAVE PROMPTED SOME
CHURCHES TO SEEK ALTERNATIVES BY LEAVING THE UMC. LonG's CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION IS PART OF THIS BROADER
HISTORICAL TREND WHERE LOCAL CONGREGATIONS ASSERT THEIR AUTONOMY IN RESPONSE TO DENOMINATIONAL DECISIONS.

DeNOMINATIONAL CHALLENGES AND SCHISMS

THE UMC HAS FACED SIGNIFICANT CHALLENGES IN MAINTAINING UNITY ACROSS ITS GLOBAL MEMBERSHIP. REGIONAL AND
CULTURAL DIFFERENCES HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO DIVERGENT VIEWS ON DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE. AS A RESULT, VARIOUS
FACTIONS WITHIN THE CHURCH HAVE ADVOCATED FOR STRUCTURAL CHANGES OR HAVE PURSUED SEPARATION. DISAFFILIATION
OFFERS A PATHWAY FOR CONGREGATIONS LIKE LONG'S CHAPEL UMC TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS BY FORMALLY EXITING THE
DENOMINATION.



Reasons BeHIND LonGg’'s CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION

LonG's CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION WAS MOTIVATED BY A COMBINATION OF THEOLOGICAL, SOCIAL, AND GOVERNANCE
CONCERNS. THE CONGREGATION SOUGHT TO ALIGN ITS BELIEFS AND PRACTICES WITH A FRAMEWORK THAT IT FELT WAS MORE
CONSISTENT WITH ITS INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE AND METHODIST TRADITION. UNDERSTANDING THESE REASONS PROVIDES
CLARITY ON WHY DISAFFILIATION WAS PURSUED.

THeoLOGICAL DIFFERENCES

ONE OF THE PRIMARY REASONS FOR DISAFFILIATION IS THEOLOGICAL DISAGREEMENT. LONG'S CHAPEL UMCI LIKE MANY OTHER
CHURCHES, FACED TENSIONS OVER ISSUES SUCH AS BIBLICAL INTERPRETATION, THE ROLE OF CLERGY, AND MORAL TEACHINGS.
THE CONGREGATION EXPRESSED CONCERNS THAT THE UMC’S OFFICIAL POSITIONS NO LONGER REFLECTED THEIR UNDERSTANDING
oF CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE, PROMPTING THEM TO SEEK SEPARATION.

SociaL AND CULTURAL FACTORS

SOCIAL ISSUES HAVE PLAYED A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN THE DECISION TO DISAFFILIATE. DEBATES OVER LGBT Q+ INCLUSION,
MARRIAGE, AND ORDINATION POLICIES HAVE CREATED DIVIDES. LONG'S CHAPEL UMC'S LEADERSHIP AND MEMBERS FELT THAT THE
DENOMINATION’S STANCE ON THESE SOCIAL MATTERS CONFLICTED WITH THEIR CONVICTIONS, LEADING TO THE DECISION TO
DISAFFILIATE.

DesIRe For LocAL CHURCH AUTONOMY

ANOTHER MOTIVATING FACTOR WAS THE DESIRE FOR GREATER LOCAL CONTROL OVER CHURCH GOVERNANCE AND DECISION-
MAKING. DISAFFILIATION ALLOWS A CONGREGATION TO MANAGE ITS AFFAIRS INDEPENDENTLY RATHER THAN BEING SUBJECT TO
DENOMINATIONAL OVERSIGHT. FOR LoNG'S CHAPEL UMC, THIS AUTONOMY WAS AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION IN THEIR
CHOICE TO LEAVE THE UMC.

DISAFFILIATION PROCESS AND PROCEDURES

THE PROCESS OF DISAFFILIATION FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH INVOLVES SEVERAL FORMAL STEPS, INCLUDING
NEGOTIATIONS, APPROVALS, AND ADHERENCE TO DENOMINATIONAL GUIDELINES. LonG's CHAPEL UMC FOLLOWED THESE
PROCEDURAL REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE AN ORDERLY AND LEGITIMATE SEPARATION.

INITIAL DISCERNMENT AND CONGREGATIONAL VOTE

THE FIRST STEP TYPICALLY INVOLVES A PERIOD OF DISCERNMENT WITHIN THE CHURCH COMMUNITY, DURING WHICH MEMBERS
DISCUSS THE IMPLICATIONS OF DISAFFILIATION. THIS IS FOLLOWED BY A CONGREGATIONAL VOTE. AT LoNG's CHAPEL UMC,
THIS VOTE WAS CRUCIAL FOR DETERMINING WHETHER THE MAJORITY SUPPORTED LEAVING THE DENOMINATION.

NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE

FOLLOWING A POSITIVE VOTE, THE CHURCH ENTERS INTO NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE RELEVANT ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE
UMC. THESE DISCUSSIONS ADDRESS ISSUES SUCH AS PROPERTY OWNERSHIP, FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS, AND THE TRANSFER OF
MEMBERSHIP RECORDS. LoNG's CHAPEL UMC ENGAGED IN THIS PROCESS TO RESOLVE OUTSTANDING MATTERS AMICABLY.



FINANCIAL AND PROPERTY CONSIDERATIONS

ONE OF THE MOST COMPLEX ASPECTS OF DISAFFILIATION INVOLVES THE DISPOSITION OF CHURCH PROPERTY AND FINANCIAL
ASSETS. THE UMC’s TRUST CLAUSE OFTEN MEANS THAT LOCAL CHURCH PROPERTY IS HELD IN TRUST FOR THE DENOMINATION.
THEREFORE, Long's CHAPEL UMC HAD TO NAVIGATE LEGAL AND FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS TO SECURE OWNERSHIP OR AGREE
ON COMPENSATION.

ForMAL ReLEASE AND CERTIFICATION

UPON SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF NEGOTIATIONS, THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE FORMALLY RELEASES THE CHURCH FROM
DENOMINATIONAL AFFILIATION. LONG's CHAPEL UMC RECEIVED CERTIFICATION OF DISAFFILIATION, ALLOWING IT TO PROCEED
AS AN INDEPENDENT CONGREGATION OR TO AFFILIATE WITH ANOTHER DENOMINATION.

IMPACT ON LoNG's CHAPEL UMC AND ITsS CONGREGATION

DISAFFILIATION HAS SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATIONS FOR LONG'S CHAPEL UMCI AFFECTING ITS IDENTITY, GOVERNANCE, MEMBERSHIP,
AND COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS. UNDERSTANDING THESE IMPACTS SHEDS LIGHT ON THE CONSEQUENCES AND ADJUSTMENTS
FOLLOWING THE SEPARATION.

CHANGES IN CHURCH GOVERNANCE

POST‘DISAFFILIATION, LonG's CHAPEL UMC GAINED FULL CONTROL OVER ITS GOVERNANCE STRUCTURES. THIS TRANSITION
REQUIRED ESTABLISHING NEW LEADERSHIP FRAMEWORKS AND OPERATIONAL POLICIES INDEPENDENT OF UMC OVERSIGHT. THE
CHURCH WAS ABLE TO TAILOR ITS GOVERNANCE TO BETTER REFLECT THE CONGREGATION'S VALUES AND GOALS.

MeMBERSHIP AND COMMUNITY DYNAMICS

DISAFFILIATION CAN INFLUENCE MEMBERSHIP DYNAMICS, WITH SOME MEMBERS SUPPORTING THE MOVE AND OTHERS CHOOSING TO
LEAVE. LONG'S CHAPEL UMC EXPERIENCED SHIFTS IN CONGREGATIONAL COMPOSITION BUT AIMED TO MAINTAIN A COHESIVE
COMMUNITY. THE CHURCH ALSO HAD TO REDEFINE ITS RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER LOCAL CHURCHES AND COMMUNITY
ORGANIZATIONS.

FINANCIAL AND MISSIONARY IMPLICATIONS

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES CHANGED NOTABLY AFTER DISAFFILIATION. LONG'S CHAPEL UMC ASSUMED FULL RESPONSIBILITY
FOR ITS BUDGET, MINISTRIES, AND OUTREACH EFFORTS. THIS INDEPENDENCE ALLOWED FOR MORE DIRECT ALLOCATION OF
RESOURCES BUT ALSO REQUIRED CAREFUL FINANCIAL PLANNING TO SUSTAIN MISSION ACTIVITIES.

BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UNITED MeTHODIST CHURCH

THE DISAFFILIATION OF CHURCHES LIKE LoNG's CHAPEL UMC REFLECTS AND INFLUENCES BROADER TRENDS WITHIN THE UNITED
MeTHODIST CHURCH. THESE DEVELOPMENTS AFFECT THE DENOMINATION'S STRUCTURE, MEMBERSHIP, AND FUTURE DIRECTION.

DENOMINATIONAL REALIGNMENT AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

DISAFFILIATIONS CONTRIBUTE TO A REALIGNMENT OF METHODIST CONGREGATIONS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES AND
GLOBALLY. AS CHURCHES DEPART, THE UMC FACES CHALLENGES RELATED TO MEMBERSHIP DECLINE AND RESOURCE
REDISTRIBUTION. THESE CHANGES PROMPT ONGOING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT DENOMINATIONAL IDENTITY AND STRATEGY.



LeGcAL AND FINANCIAL CHALLENGES FOrR THE UMC

THE UMC MUST ADDRESS COMPLEX LEGAL AND FINANCIAL CHALLENGES ARISING FROM DISAFFILIATIONS. ISSUES SUCH AS
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP, PENSION LIABILITIES, AND CONFERENCE FUNDING REQUIRE CAREFUL MANAGEMENT TO ENSURE STABILITY.
THE DEPARTURE OF CHURCHES LIKE LONG'S CHAPEL UMC NECESSITATES ADJUSTMENTS IN CONFERENCE BUDGETS AND
OPERATIONS.

IMPACT ON ECUMENICAL RELATIONSHIPS

THE PATTERN OF DISAFFILIATION AFFECTS THE UMC’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS AND ECUMENICAL
BODIES. AS CHURCHES LEAVE TO JOIN DIFFERENT AFFILIATIONS, THE LANDSCAPE OF PROTESTANT COOPERATION AND DIALOGUE
EVOLVES. THE UMC MUST ADAPT TO THESE CHANGES WHILE MAINTAINING ITS COMMITMENTS TO UNITY AND MISSION.

Key CONSIDERATIONS IN CHURCH DISAFFILIATION

FOR CONGREGATIONS CONTEMPLATING DISAFFILIATION, SEVERAL CRITICAL FACTORS MUST BE EVALUATED TO ENSURE A
SMOOTH AND RESPONSIBLE TRANSITION. LONG'S CHAPEL UMC’S EXPERIENCE HIGHLIGHTS THESE IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS.

o CONGREGATIONAL CONSENSUS: SECURE BROAD SUPPORT WITHIN THE CHURCH MEMBERSHIP THROUGH EDUCATION AND
TRANSPARENT COMMUNICATION.

o LEGAL COUNSEL: ENGAGE LEGAL EXPERTISE TO NAVIGATE PROPERTY LAWS, DENOMINATIONAL TRUST CLAUSES, AND
CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS.

® FINANCIAL PLANNING: ASSESS FINANCIAL HEALTH AND CREATE SUSTAINABLE BUDGETS FOR POST-DISAFFILIATION
OPERATIONS.

o DENOMINATIONAL PROCEDURES: FoLLow ofFIciAL UMC PROTOCOLS TO AVOID DISPUTES AND ENSURE FORMAL
RELEASE.

o COMMUNITY RELATIONS: MAINTAIN POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS WITH LOCAL CHURCHES AND COMMUNITY PARTNERS DURING
AND AFTER THE TRANSITION.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT IS THE REASON BEHIND LoNG's CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION?

LonGg's CHAPEL UMC DECIDED TO DISAFFILIATE FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH PRIMARILY DUE TO DOCTRINAL
DIFFERENCES AND DISAGREEMENTS OVER CHURCH POLICIES, PARTICULARLY CONCERNING ISSUES RELATED TO LGBTQ+
INCLUSION.

\W/HeN DID LonG's CHAPEL UMC ANNOUNCE ITS DISAFFILIATION FROM THE UNITED
MeTHoDIST CHURCH?

LoNG's CHAPEL UMC ANNOUNCED ITS INTENTION TO DISAFFILIATE FROM THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH IN EARLY 2024,
FOLLOWING A CONGREGATIONAL VOTE AND SUBSEQUENT ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEEDINGS.



How DOES THE DISAFFILIATION PROCESS WORK FOR A CHURCH LIKE LONG'S CHAPEL
UMC?

THE DISAFFILIATION PROCESS INVOLVES A FORMAL VOTE BY THE CONGREGATION, APPROVAL FROM THE CHURCH'S
ADMINISTRATIVE BODIES, AND THE FULFILLMENT OF FINANCIAL AND LEGAL OBLIGATIONS TO THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
BEFORE OFFICIALLY SEPARATING.

WHAT IMPACT DoES LoNG's CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION HAVE ON ITS MEMBERS?

MemBERS OF LoNG's CHAPEL UMC MAY EXPERIENCE CHANGES IN DENOMINATIONAL AFFILIATION, POSSIBLE ALTERATIONS IN
WORSHIP STYLE OR GOVERNANCE, AND ADJUSTMENTS TO COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS, BUT THE CHURCH AIMS TO MAINTAIN ITS
COMMUNITY AND MISSION.

WiLL Long’'s CHAPEL UMC JOIN ANOTHER DENOMINATION AFTER DISAFFILIATION?

As oF NOW/, LonG's CHAPEL UMC HAS NOT OFFICIALLY ANNOUNCED JOINING ANOTHER DENOMINATION BUT IS EXPLORING
OPTIONS THAT ALIGN MORE CLOSELY WITH ITS THEOLOGICAL BELIEFS AND COMMUNITY VALUES.

How HAS THE BROADER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH RESPONDED TO LoNG's CHAPEL
UMC’s DISAFFILIATION?

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH RESPECTS THE DECISION OF LONG'S CHAPEL UMC TO DISAFFILIATE, WHILE CONTINUING
EFFORTS TO MAINTAIN UNITY AND ADDRESS THE BROADER ISSUES CAUSING SUCH SEPARATIONS WITHIN THE DENOMINATION.

ARE OTHER UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES UNDERGOING SIMILAR DISAFFILIATIONS LIKE
Long's CHAaPEL UMC?

YES/ SEVERAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES ACROSS THE COUNTRY ARE CONSIDERING OR HAVE PURSUED DISAFFILIATION DUE
TO SIMILAR DOCTRINAL DISAGREEMENTS AND DEBATES OVER DENOMINATIONAL POLICIES.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. FAITH Divipep: THE STorY of LonG’s CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE COMPLEX PROCESS AND EMOTIONAL JOURNEY BEHIND LONG’S CHAPEL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH’S
DECISION TO DISAFFILIATE FROM THE DENOMINATION. |T DELVES INTO THE THEOLOGICAL, CULTURAL, AND COMMUNITY FACTORS
THAT INFLUENCED THE CONGREGATION. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO HOW FAITH COMMUNITIES NAVIGATE CHANGE WHILE
MAINTAINING THEIR CORE BELIEFS.

2. CrossroADS AND ConVICTIONS: LonG’s CHAPEL UMC AND THE PATH TO DISAFFILIATION

FOCUSING ON THE PIVOTAL MOMENTS LEADING TO DISAFFILIATION, THIS TITLE EXAMINES THE CHALLENGES FACED BY LONG’S
CHAPEL UMC MEMBERS. IT HIGHLIGHTS PERSONAL STORIES OF FAITH, CONFLICT, AND RECONCILIATION. THE BOOK ALSO
DISCUSSES BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND ITS FUTURE.

3. BreAkING TIES, BUILDING FAITH: INSIDE LoNG™S CHAPEL UMC’s DISAFFILIATION PROCESS

THIS NARRATIVE OFFERS AN IN-DEPTH LOOK AT THE PROCEDURAL AND EMOTIONAL ASPECTS OF THE DISAFFILIATION. |T INCLUDES
INTERVIEWS WITH CHURCH LEADERS, CONGREGANTS, AND DENOMINATIONAL OFFICIALS. THE BOOK SERVES AS A CASE STUDY FOR
OTHER CHURCHES CONSIDERING SIMILAR DECISIONS.

4. UNITY IN TRANSITION: LESSONS FROM LONG’s CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION

EXPLORING HOW LoNG’s CHAPEL UMC MAINTAINED COMMUNITY COHESION AMID DIVISION, THIS BOOK PROVIDES LESSONS ON
LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNICATION. |T ADDRESSES HOW FAITH GROUPS CAN MANAGE DISAGREEMENT RESPECTFULLY. THE WORK IS
USEFUL FOR RELIGIOUS LEADERS NAVIGATING CHANGE.

5. FAITH AND Freepom: THE LonG’s CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION JOURNEY



THIS TITLE EXPLORES THE THEOLOGICAL MOTIVATIONS AND QUEST FOR AUTONOMY THAT INFLUENCED LoNG’s CHAPEL UMC’s
DECISION. |T DISCUSSES HOW CONGREGANTS BALANCED TRADITION WITH A DESIRE FOR INDEPENDENCE. T HE BOOK ALSO REFLECTS
ON THE BROADER MOVEMENT WITHIN AMERICAN METHODISM.

6. DISAFFILIATION DECISIONS: THE IMPACT ON LonG’s CHAPEL UMC AND Beyonp

EXAMINING THE AFTERMATH OF DISAFFILIATION, THIS BOOK LOOKS AT THE EFFECTS ON MEMBERSHIP, FINANCES, AND COMMUNITY
OUTREACH. |T CONSIDERS THE LONG-TERM SUSTAINABILITY OF CHURCHES POST-DISAFFILIATION. THE ANALYSIS INCLUDES
COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVES FROM OTHER UNITED METHODIST CONGREGATIONS.

7. A New CHAPTER: LonNG’s CHAPEL UMC’s PoST-DISAFFILIATION STORY

FOCUSING ON THE CHURCH’S LIFE AND MINISTRY AFTER DISAFFILIATION, THIS BOOK HIGHLIGHTS HOW LoNG’s CHaPEL UMC
REDEFINED ITS MISSION AND VISION. |IT SHARES STORIES OF RENEWAL AND GROWTH, EMPHASIZING RESILIENCE. THE BOOK OFFERS
HOPE FOR CHURCHES UNDERGOING SIMILAR TRANSITIONS.

8. THEoLOGICAL TENSIONS: UNDERSTANDING THE RoOTS OF LonG’s CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION

THIS SCHOLARLY WORK INVESTIGATES THE DOCTRINAL DISAGREEMENTS THAT LED TO THE DISAFFILIATION DECISION. |T
PROVIDES HISTORICAL CONTEXT WITHIN THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND BROADER CHRISTIAN DEBATES. THE BOOK IS
AIMED AT THEOLOGIANS, CLERGY, AND ENGAGED LAYPEOPLE.

9. FroM CONNECTION TO INDEPENDENCE: THE LoNG’s CHAPEL UMC DISAFFILIATION EXPERIENCE

DOCUMENTING THE SHIFT FROM BEING PART OF A LARGER DENOMINATION TO INDEPENDENT STATUS, THIS BOOK DETAILS
LOGISTICAL, LEGAL, AND SPIRITUAL CHALLENGES FACED BY LoNG’S CHAPEL UMC. IT OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE FOR OTHER
CONGREGATIONS CONSIDERING DISAFFILIATION. THE NARRATIVE BALANCES HOPE WITH REALISM.
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