
list of engineering drawing symbols
list of engineering drawing symbols play a crucial role in the field of engineering design and
drafting. These symbols provide a universal language that allows engineers, architects, and
designers to communicate complex information clearly and efficiently on technical drawings.
Understanding the common engineering drawing symbols is essential for interpreting blueprints,
creating precise designs, and ensuring accurate manufacturing and construction processes. This
article comprehensively covers a wide range of symbols used in engineering drawings, including
geometric symbols, welding symbols, surface texture indicators, and electrical symbols. Each
category is detailed with descriptions and examples to enhance understanding. By mastering these
symbols, professionals can avoid misinterpretations, reduce errors, and streamline project
workflows. The following sections will guide readers through the essential list of engineering
drawing symbols, their meanings, and applications in various engineering disciplines.

Geometric Dimensioning and Tolerancing Symbols

Welding Symbols

Surface Texture Symbols

Electrical and Electronic Symbols

Miscellaneous Engineering Drawing Symbols

Geometric Dimensioning and Tolerancing Symbols
Geometric Dimensioning and Tolerancing (GD&T) symbols are standardized markings used to
specify the allowable variations in form, orientation, and location of features on a part. These
symbols are critical for ensuring parts fit and function properly in assemblies by controlling their
geometry beyond simple measurements.

Common GD&T Symbols
The following are some of the most frequently used GD&T symbols encountered in engineering
drawings:

Flatness: Indicates the degree to which a surface must lie within two parallel planes.

Straightness: Controls the linearity of a surface or an axis.

Circularity (Roundness): Ensures that all points of a circular feature lie on a perfect circle.

Cylindricity: Controls the roundness and straightness of a cylindrical surface.



Profile of a Surface: Defines a tolerance zone around an entire surface profile.

Angular Tolerance: Specifies the permissible variation from a specified angle.

Position: Controls the exact location of a feature relative to datums.

Concentricity: Ensures the central axis of a feature coincides with a datum axis.

Symmetry: Controls the location of features symmetrically about a center plane or axis.

These symbols help engineers communicate detailed tolerance requirements that go beyond simple
dimensional limits, making them indispensable in precision manufacturing.

Welding Symbols
Welding symbols are specialized graphical notations used to specify the type, size, and other
requirements for welds on engineering drawings. These symbols provide clear and standardized
instructions to welding professionals, ensuring consistency and quality in welded assemblies.

Key Components of Welding Symbols
A welding symbol typically consists of several parts, including the reference line, arrow, tail, and
various supplementary symbols. Understanding these parts is essential for interpreting welding
requirements accurately.

Reference Line: A horizontal line that serves as the base for all welding information.

Arrow: Points to the joint to be welded.

Tail: Optional segment that contains additional notes or specifications.

Basic Weld Symbols: Indicate the type of weld, such as fillet, groove, plug, or spot weld.

Supplementary Symbols: Provide further details like contour, finish method, and weld all-
around indications.

Common welding symbols include fillet weld (a right-angle triangle), groove weld (various shapes
depending on groove type), plug weld (circle), and spot weld (small filled circle). Correct
interpretation of these symbols ensures that welds meet design strength and quality standards.

Surface Texture Symbols
Surface texture symbols describe the desired surface finish or roughness on engineered parts. These
symbols communicate manufacturing requirements related to machining, grinding, polishing, or
other surface treatment processes.



Types of Surface Texture Symbols
The primary surface texture symbols include the basic roughness indicator, material removal
requirement, and lay direction, among others:

Basic Surface Roughness Symbol: A checkmark-like symbol that specifies a surface finish
requirement.

Material Removal Indication: A horizontal bar added to the basic symbol to indicate that
material must be removed to achieve the finish.

Lay Direction: Arrows or lines show the predominant direction of surface patterns created by
manufacturing processes.

Specified Roughness Value: Numbers adjacent to the symbol denote allowable roughness
parameters such as Ra (average roughness) in microinches or micrometers.

These symbols ensure that surfaces meet functional and aesthetic requirements, impacting factors
like friction, wear resistance, and appearance.

Electrical and Electronic Symbols
Engineering drawings in electrical and electronic engineering utilize specialized symbols to
represent components, circuits, and connections. These symbols provide a simplified and
standardized way to depict complex electrical systems.

Common Electrical Symbols
Below are some typical symbols used in electrical engineering drawings:

Resistor: A zigzag line representing resistance.

Capacitor: Two parallel lines with a gap, indicating stored electrical energy.

Inductor: A series of loops or coils symbolizing inductance.

Battery: A pair of long and short parallel lines representing a voltage source.

Ground: A set of three descending horizontal lines indicating a reference point.

Switch: An open or closed break in a line illustrating circuit control.

Diode: A triangle pointing to a line, showing current direction through a semiconductor.

Transformer: Two inductors with lines between them, representing magnetic coupling.



Recognizing these symbols allows engineers and technicians to efficiently read and create electrical
schematics critical for design, troubleshooting, and maintenance.

Miscellaneous Engineering Drawing Symbols
In addition to the core categories, various other symbols appear regularly in engineering drawings
to convey specific instructions or conditions related to dimensions, tolerances, and manufacturing
processes.

Additional Important Symbols
Some of these miscellaneous symbols include:

Datum Symbol: A square or rectangular frame containing a letter, used to identify datum
references for measurements.

Counterbore and Countersink: Symbols indicating specific hole features for fastener
seating.

Surface Treatment Symbols: Indicate processes such as painting, plating, or heat treatment.

Break Line: A jagged or curved line showing where a part is shortened on the drawing.

Section Lines: Diagonal lines used to indicate areas cut through in sectional views.

Thread Symbols: Indicate threaded features including pitch, size, and class.

These symbols enhance the clarity and completeness of engineering drawings, helping to avoid
ambiguity and ensuring that manufacturing and inspection adhere to design intent.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are engineering drawing symbols?
Engineering drawing symbols are standardized graphical representations used to convey specific
information about components, materials, processes, and dimensions in technical drawings.

Why are engineering drawing symbols important?
They provide a universal language that ensures clear communication and understanding among
engineers, manufacturers, and construction professionals, reducing errors and improving efficiency.



Where can I find a comprehensive list of engineering drawing
symbols?
Comprehensive lists of engineering drawing symbols can be found in standards such as ISO, ASME
Y14.5, and various engineering textbooks or online technical resources.

What are some common categories of engineering drawing
symbols?
Common categories include geometric dimensioning and tolerancing (GD&T) symbols, welding
symbols, surface finish symbols, electrical symbols, and material symbols.

How do welding symbols in engineering drawings help in
manufacturing?
Welding symbols specify the type, size, and location of welds, guiding welders to create joints
correctly and ensuring structural integrity.

Are engineering drawing symbols the same worldwide?
While many symbols are standardized internationally through organizations like ISO, some symbols
may vary by country or industry, so it's important to refer to the relevant standards for specific
projects.

Additional Resources
1. Engineering Drawing and Design
This comprehensive textbook covers the fundamentals of engineering drawing, including detailed
explanations of symbols and conventions used in technical drawings. It provides practical examples
and exercises to help students and professionals understand and apply engineering drawing
standards effectively. The book also explores CAD tools that complement traditional drawing
techniques.

2. Technical Drawing with Engineering Graphics
Focusing on the integration of technical drawing principles with engineering graphics, this book
offers an in-depth look at various symbols, notation, and drafting standards. It emphasizes clarity
and precision in communication through drawings, making it ideal for engineering students and
practitioners. The text includes numerous illustrations and practice problems to reinforce learning.

3. Engineering Drawing Symbols & Conventions: A Practical Guide
This guidebook is dedicated entirely to the symbols and conventions used in engineering drawings.
It serves as a quick reference for engineers, drafters, and designers, explaining the meaning and
application of each symbol. The book is designed to help readers interpret and create drawings that
comply with international standards.

4. Standard Handbook for Mechanical Engineers
While broader in scope, this handbook contains extensive sections on engineering drawing symbols,



especially those used in mechanical engineering. It provides standardized symbols for dimensions,
tolerances, surface finishes, and welding, among others. The handbook is a valuable resource for
engineers needing authoritative reference material.

5. Engineering Drawing and Graphic Technology
Covering both manual and computer-aided techniques, this book delves into the graphical language
of engineering drawings, including a thorough treatment of symbols and abbreviations. It aims to
build proficiency in reading and creating drawings that effectively communicate technical
information. The text is supplemented with examples from multiple engineering disciplines.

6. Introduction to Engineering Drawing and Design
Ideal for beginners, this introductory text explains the basics of engineering drawings, focusing on
the symbols used to represent various components and features. It covers fundamental concepts
such as line types, dimensioning, and sectional views. The book helps readers develop the skills
needed to produce clear and accurate engineering drawings.

7. Engineering Graphics Essentials with AutoCAD 2023
This book blends traditional engineering drawing principles with modern CAD applications,
providing insight into both hand-drawn and computer-generated symbols. It includes detailed
chapters on interpreting and applying standard engineering drawing symbols within AutoCAD
software. The practical approach prepares users for real-world drafting and design tasks.

8. Mechanical Drawing and Design
Focused on mechanical engineering, this book offers a detailed explanation of drawing symbols
related to mechanical components, assemblies, and manufacturing processes. It emphasizes the
importance of standardized symbols to ensure proper communication across engineering teams. The
text also discusses the role of drawings in product design and quality control.

9. Architectural and Engineering Drawing
Bridging the gap between architecture and engineering, this book addresses the use of symbols
common to both fields, including structural, electrical, and mechanical notations. It provides
guidance on reading and creating multi-disciplinary drawings that incorporate various symbol
systems. The book is useful for students and professionals working on integrated construction
projects.
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