
let's change the subject john mulaney

let's change the subject john mulaney is a phrase that immediately resonates with fans of the renowned
comedian and writer John Mulaney. Known for his sharp wit and unique storytelling style, Mulaney's
work often involves clever shifts in topic and unexpected punchlines, making "let's change the subject" an
apt phrase to describe his comedic approach. This article delves into the significance of "let's change the
subject john mulaney," exploring its origins, contextual usage in his routines, and its impact on audiences.
Additionally, we will examine the broader implications of this phrase within stand-up comedy and how it
reflects Mulaney's signature style. For those interested in comedy writing, performance techniques, or the
cultural influence of John Mulaney, this comprehensive overview provides valuable insights. The
following sections outline the key areas covered in this article.

Understanding "Let's Change the Subject" in John Mulaney's Comedy

The Origin and Usage of the Phrase in Mulaney's Work

Impact on Audience Engagement and Comedic Timing

Broader Significance in Stand-Up Comedy

John Mulaney's Unique Storytelling Style

Understanding "Let's Change the Subject" in John Mulaney's
Comedy
The phrase "let's change the subject john mulaney" captures a common thematic and stylistic element
found throughout John Mulaney's comedic performances. Mulaney frequently employs abrupt topic shifts
to maintain audience interest, redirect attention, and heighten the comedic effect. This technique aligns
with the natural flow of conversation but is exaggerated in his routines for humor. The phrase itself
symbolizes a deliberate pivot, often used to escape awkwardness, highlight absurdity, or introduce a new
angle to a story. Recognizing this pattern is essential to understanding Mulaney's ability to weave complex
narratives that feel spontaneous yet are meticulously crafted.

Role of Topic Shifts in Comedy
Topic changes in stand-up comedy serve multiple purposes, including pacing, surprise, and variety. John
Mulaney uses the phrase "let's change the subject" as a meta-commentary on this practice, making the



audience aware of the transition while simultaneously entertaining them. This self-awareness contributes
to his distinctive comedic voice.

Examples in Mulaney's Routines
In many of his specials, such as "Kid Gorgeous at Radio City" and "New in Town," Mulaney employs
sudden topic changes to maximize humor. He often segues from personal anecdotes to broader social
observations, using "let's change the subject" as a verbal cue or implied action to shift gears. These
transitions are seamless, enhancing the flow and keeping audiences engaged.

The Origin and Usage of the Phrase in Mulaney's Work
The phrase "let's change the subject john mulaney" is not just a casual expression but a deliberate comedic
device in Mulaney's arsenal. Its origin can be traced back to his early stand-up routines and writing for
television, where shifting topics helped maintain pace and avoid stagnation. Over time, the phrase became
part of his recognizable style, representing his ability to pivot quickly and cleverly within a performance.

Historical Context
John Mulaney began his career as a writer for shows like "Saturday Night Live," where quick wit and
adaptability are crucial. The necessity of moving swiftly between sketches and topics likely influenced his
stand-up style, embedding the practice of changing subjects as a strategic comedic tool.

Usage in Popular Specials
Several of Mulaney's specials feature explicit or implied usage of "let's change the subject" moments. These
moments often occur after a joke reaches a natural pause or when the comedian wants to introduce a fresh
narrative thread. The phrase, either spoken or suggested through his delivery, serves as a cue for audience
anticipation and laughter.

Impact on Audience Engagement and Comedic Timing
Audience engagement is critical in stand-up comedy, and John Mulaney's use of "let's change the subject"
contributes significantly to sustaining attention and eliciting laughter. By signaling a shift, Mulaney keeps
the audience on their toes, preventing predictability and enhancing comedic timing. This technique also
allows for dynamic pacing, balancing intensity with relief.



Maintaining Audience Interest
Shifting subjects strategically prevents monotony and keeps the audience engaged by introducing variety.
Mulaney’s timing in changing topics often coincides with moments where the original subject has been
exhausted, ensuring the content remains fresh and entertaining.

Enhancing Comedic Timing
The phrase "let's change the subject" acts as a comedic beat, allowing Mulaney to control the rhythm of his
performance. Timing these transitions precisely maximizes the impact of punchlines and setups, creating a
more effective comedic experience.

Broader Significance in Stand-Up Comedy
The technique encapsulated by "let's change the subject john mulaney" is not unique to Mulaney but
reflects a broader strategy used by stand-up comedians to navigate storytelling and audience interaction.
Understanding this method provides insight into how comedians structure their acts and manage audience
expectations.

Commonality Among Comedians
Many stand-up performers employ subject changes to keep their routines dynamic. This approach helps in:

Creating contrast between jokes

Managing audience reactions

Avoiding overly long or repetitive bits

Building momentum throughout the set

Differentiation Through Style
What sets John Mulaney apart is his polished delivery and self-referential humor when changing subjects.
His ability to make the transition itself a source of comedy distinguishes his approach from that of other
comedians.



John Mulaney's Unique Storytelling Style
At the core of John Mulaney's success is his unique storytelling style, which frequently involves the
phrase "let's change the subject" as a narrative tool. His stories are detailed, often autobiographical, and
incorporate multiple layers of humor, including wordplay, timing, and character impressions.

Multi-layered Narratives
Mulaney crafts stories that weave back and forth between topics, using transitions like "let's change the
subject" to guide the audience through complex comedic arcs. This method allows him to build anticipation
and deliver unexpected punchlines.

Use of Language and Delivery
The effectiveness of these subject changes relies heavily on Mulaney’s precise language and delivery. His
clear enunciation, measured pacing, and expressive tone turn simple transitions into comedic highlights,
reinforcing his reputation as a master storyteller.

Elements of Mulaney’s Comedy Style

Clean, observational humor

Irony and self-awareness

Sharp punchlines with surprise elements

Engaging narrative flow with purposeful topic shifts

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Let's Change the Subject' by John Mulaney?
'Let's Change the Subject' is a podcast hosted by comedian John Mulaney, where he and his guests engage
in humorous and candid conversations, often touching on various topics and personal stories.



When did John Mulaney start the 'Let's Change the Subject' podcast?
John Mulaney launched the 'Let's Change the Subject' podcast in 2021, marking his entry into the
podcasting world with his signature comedic style.

Who are some notable guests featured on 'Let's Change the Subject'?
Notable guests on 'Let's Change the Subject' include comedians, actors, and friends of John Mulaney, such as
Nick Kroll, Bill Hader, and Pete Davidson.

What makes 'Let's Change the Subject' different from other comedy
podcasts?
The podcast stands out due to John Mulaney's sharp wit, storytelling ability, and the informal, free-flowing
conversations that often veer into unexpected and hilarious territory.

Where can I listen to 'Let's Change the Subject' by John Mulaney?
'Let's Change the Subject' is available on major podcast platforms such as Spotify, Apple Podcasts, and Google
Podcasts.

How frequently are new episodes of 'Let's Change the Subject' released?
New episodes of 'Let's Change the Subject' are typically released weekly, although the schedule can vary
depending on John Mulaney's availability.

Is 'Let's Change the Subject' suitable for all audiences?
The podcast contains mature language and adult themes, so it is best suited for adult listeners who enjoy
comedy with candid and sometimes explicit content.

Has John Mulaney discussed personal topics on 'Let's Change the Subject'?
Yes, John Mulaney often shares personal anecdotes and reflections on his life, career, and experiences,
adding depth and authenticity to the humor on the podcast.

Additional Resources
1. John Mulaney: Kid Gorgeous at Radio City
This stand-up special turned book captures John Mulaney’s signature wit and storytelling prowess. It
includes his hilarious takes on childhood, adulthood, and the absurdities of everyday life. Fans of "Let's
Change the Subject" will appreciate the sharp humor and relatable anecdotes.



2. Bossypants by Tina Fey
A memoir by comedian Tina Fey, this book offers a blend of humor and personal stories from her life in
comedy and television. Its clever writing and behind-the-scenes insights make it a great companion read
for fans of John Mulaney’s comedic style. The book explores themes of creativity, perseverance, and the
ups and downs of show business.

3. Born a Crime: Stories from a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah
Trevor Noah’s memoir recounts his experiences growing up in apartheid-era South Africa with humor and
heart. His blend of personal history and social commentary is both entertaining and thought-provoking.
Readers who enjoy Mulaney’s narrative comedy will find Noah’s storytelling equally engaging.

4. Modern Romance by Aziz Ansari and Eric Klinenberg
This book combines humor with social science as Aziz Ansari explores the complexities of dating in the
digital age. The witty and insightful commentary complements the observational humor found in
Mulaney’s work. It’s a smart and funny read about love, technology, and human connection.

5. Yes Please by Amy Poehler
Amy Poehler’s memoir is filled with humorous essays, personal anecdotes, and life advice. Her candid and
uplifting voice resonates with fans of sharp, character-driven comedy like John Mulaney’s. The book also
dives into the challenges and triumphs of a career in entertainment.

6. Is Everyone Hanging Out Without Me? (And Other Concerns) by Mindy Kaling
Mindy Kaling’s collection of essays offers a humorous and candid look at her life and career. Her relatable
storytelling and comedic timing make it a great pick for those who appreciate Mulaney’s observational
humor. The book touches on friendship, body image, and navigating Hollywood.

7. Me Talk Pretty One Day by David Sedaris
This classic humor book features David Sedaris’s sharp wit and unique perspective on everyday situations.
His essays blend comedy with poignant reflections, appealing to fans of Mulaney’s narrative style. It’s a
timeless collection that explores language, family, and identity.

8. Dad Is Fat by Jim Gaffigan
Comedian Jim Gaffigan’s humorous take on fatherhood and family life offers laugh-out-loud moments and
heartfelt stories. His observational humor and self-deprecating style align well with the tone found in John
Mulaney’s work. This book is perfect for readers who enjoy comedy rooted in real-life experiences.

9. Calypso by David Sedaris
Another brilliant collection from David Sedaris, "Calypso" delves into themes of family, mortality, and
middle age with humor and sensitivity. The essays are both funny and touching, making it a compelling
read for fans of Mulaney’s blend of comedy and sincerity. Sedaris’s storytelling will resonate with those
who appreciate nuanced humor.
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