lehigh university financial aid for international

students

lehigh university financial aid for international students is a critical factor for many prospective students
seeking higher education in the United States. Navigating the financial aid options available at Lehigh
University can be complex, especially for international applicants who face unique challenges and
requirements. This article provides an in-depth overview of the various financial aid opportunities,
eligibility criteria, application processes, and additional resources specifically tailored for international
students. Understanding these aspects can significantly ease the financial burden and enhance the
accessibility of a Lehigh education to a global student body. The discussion also covers scholarships,
grants, loans, and work-study options, as well as tips for maximizing aid potential. This comprehensive
guide aims to equip international students with the necessary knowledge to make informed decisions

about funding their education at Lehigh University.
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Overview of Financial Aid at Lehigh University

Lehigh University offers a variety of financial aid programs aimed at supporting both domestic and
international students. While the university primarily focuses on need-based and merit-based aid for
U.S. citizens and permanent residents, international students can access several forms of assistance
tailored to their status. The institution recognizes the importance of attracting diverse talent worldwide
and thus provides options to help mitigate the high cost of attendance. Financial aid at Lehigh
encompasses scholarships, grants, loans, and employment opportunities, each with its own eligibility
requirements and application procedures. Understanding the general framework of financial aid at

Lehigh is essential for international students to identify suitable funding sources and plan accordingly.

Types of Financial Aid Available for International Students

International students at Lehigh University can explore multiple types of financial aid designed to
alleviate education costs. These options include merit-based scholarships, need-based grants, loan
programs, and campus employment opportunities. Each category serves different financial situations
and academic achievements, enabling students to tailor their aid packages to their individual needs.
Familiarity with these types of aid is crucial for effective financial planning and successful application

outcomes.

Merit-Based Scholarships

Merit-based scholarships are awarded to international students who demonstrate exceptional academic
performance, leadership skills, or other notable achievements. These scholarships do not require
repayment and are highly competitive. Lehigh University evaluates applicants based on transcripts,
standardized test scores, and extracurricular involvement to determine eligibility. Merit scholarships can
significantly reduce tuition expenses and are often renewable for multiple academic years, provided the

student maintains a specified GPA.



Need-Based Grants

Need-based grants focus on providing financial support to international students who demonstrate
significant financial need. Unlike loans, these grants do not require repayment and are awarded to help
cover tuition, fees, and living expenses. Lehigh University assesses financial need through detailed
documentation of family income and assets. While need-based aid for international students is more

limited than for domestic students, the university still offers some grant funding to eligible candidates.

Loans and Work Opportunities

International students may also access loan programs and on-campus work opportunities to
supplement their financial aid packages. Loans typically require a creditworthy co-signer, often a U.S.
citizen or permanent resident, and must be repaid with interest. Work opportunities, such as part-time
campus jobs, provide an additional way to earn income while gaining valuable experience. However,

international students must adhere to visa regulations governing employment during their studies.

Eligibility Criteria and Application Process

Understanding the eligibility requirements and application procedures is vital for international students
seeking financial aid at Lehigh University. The university has specific criteria based on academic merit,
financial need, citizenship status, and other factors. Properly preparing application materials and

meeting deadlines increases the likelihood of securing assistance.

Academic Qualifications

To qualify for merit-based financial aid, international students must demonstrate strong academic
records. This includes high school transcripts, standardized test scores such as the SAT or ACT, and
sometimes additional assessments or essays. Maintaining academic excellence during enrollment is

also necessary for renewing certain scholarships.



Financial Documentation

For need-based aid, applicants must submit detailed financial documentation. This may include tax
returns, bank statements, and affidavits of support. Lehigh University uses this information to calculate
the expected family contribution and determine the amount of aid awarded. Accurate and honest

reporting is essential to avoid delays or disqualification.

Application Timeline and Required Forms

The financial aid application process for international students generally begins alongside the
admissions application. Key forms include the university’s own financial aid application and sometimes
external documents such as the CSS Profile or International Student Financial Aid Application. Meeting

all deadlines is crucial, as late submissions may result in reduced or no aid availability.

Scholarships and Grants for International Students

Lehigh University offers several scholarships and grants specifically geared toward international
applicants. These awards vary in amount and criteria but collectively provide valuable financial support.

Awareness of these options and how to apply for them is integral to maximizing aid.

Presidential Scholarships

One of the most prestigious merit-based awards at Lehigh is the Presidential Scholarship. This
scholarship recognizes outstanding academic achievement and leadership qualities. It is highly

competitive and is awarded based on the strength of the application materials submitted for admission.

International Student Scholarships

Lehigh also provides scholarships targeted specifically at international students to promote diversity



and inclusion. These scholarships may consider academic merit, financial need, or a combination of
both. Eligibility criteria and award amounts vary, so students should review the specific requirements

carefully.

External Scholarships

In addition to university-sponsored aid, international students are encouraged to seek external
scholarships offered by governments, private organizations, and international foundations. These
external awards can supplement Lehigh University financial aid packages and help cover additional

expenses.

Merit-based awards recognizing academic excellence

Need-based grants supporting financial need

¢ University-sponsored scholarships for diverse student populations

External scholarships from global institutions and foundations

Loans and Work Opportunities

While loans and employment options are limited for international students compared to domestic
counterparts, they remain important components of financial support at Lehigh University.
Understanding the terms and conditions associated with these resources is necessary for responsible

financial planning.



Private and Institutional Loans

International students may apply for private loans that require a U.S.-based co-signer. These loans
typically have variable interest rates and repayment schedules. Some institutional loans may also be
available, but they are less common for non-resident students. It is advisable to carefully review loan

agreements before acceptance.

On-Campus Employment

Lehigh University offers on-campus job opportunities such as research assistantships, library positions,
and dining services roles. International students on F-1 visas are generally allowed to work up to 20
hours per week during the academic term. These jobs provide both financial benefits and professional

development experiences.

Curricular Practical Training (CPT) and Optional Practical Training
(OPT)

International students may also engage in CPT or OPT programs, which allow work related to their
field of study during or after their academic program. These programs require authorization from the
university and adherence to visa regulations. While not direct financial aid, CPT and OPT can help

offset educational costs through employment.

Additional Resources and Tips

Maximizing financial aid opportunities at Lehigh University involves utilizing all available resources and
following best practices. Prospective international students should remain proactive and informed

throughout the application and enroliment process.



Financial Aid Office Support

The Lehigh University Financial Aid Office offers guidance and assistance tailored to international
students. Counselors can help clarify eligibility criteria, assist with paperwork, and provide information
on alternative funding sources. Early communication with the office is recommended to address any

questions or concerns.

Budgeting and Cost Management

Careful budgeting can help international students manage their finances effectively while studying at
Lehigh. Considering housing, transportation, books, and personal expenses in addition to tuition is
important. Scholarships and aid should be combined with sound financial planning to ensure a

sustainable academic experience.

Applying Early and Thoroughly

Meeting all deadlines and submitting complete, accurate applications increases the chances of
receiving financial aid. International students should prepare materials well in advance and keep
copies of all documentation. Attention to detail and timely responses to university requests are

essential steps in the process.

¢ Consult the Financial Aid Office for personalized assistance

¢ Create a detailed budget including all educational expenses

e Submit applications early and ensure completeness

¢ Explore external scholarship opportunities



e Stay informed about visa regulations regarding work

Frequently Asked Questions

Does Lehigh University offer financial aid to international students?

Yes, Lehigh University offers limited need-based financial aid and merit scholarships to international

students, but the availability is competitive and based on individual eligibility.

How can international students apply for financial aid at Lehigh
University?

International students must submit the CSS Profile and provide all required financial documentation by

the specified deadlines to be considered for financial aid at Lehigh University.

Are there merit-based scholarships available for international students
at Lehigh University?

Yes, Lehigh University provides merit-based scholarships to international students based on academic

achievement, leadership, and other criteria as part of the admissions process.

What types of financial aid are available for international students at
Lehigh University?

Financial aid options for international students at Lehigh University include need-based grants, merit

scholarships, and some on-campus employment opportunities.



Can international students work on campus to help cover expenses at
Lehigh University?

Yes, international students on an F-1 visa are generally eligible to work on campus up to 20 hours per

week during the academic year, which can help offset some of their educational expenses.

Additional Resources

1. Financial Aid Strategies for International Students at Lehigh University

This book offers a comprehensive guide to navigating the financial aid options available to international
students at Lehigh University. It covers scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study opportunities
tailored specifically for non-U.S. residents. Readers will find practical advice on application processes

and tips to maximize their financial aid packages.

2. Funding Your Education Abroad: Lehigh University Edition

Focused on international students aspiring to attend Lehigh University, this title explores various
funding sources including institutional aid, external scholarships, and government programs. It provides
step-by-step guidance on preparing compelling financial aid applications and managing tuition costs.

The book also discusses budgeting and financial planning for study abroad.

3. Lehigh University International Student Financial Aid Handbook

A detailed handbook that outlines all financial aid resources available to international students at
Lehigh University. It includes eligibility criteria, deadlines, and documentation requirements for different
types of aid. The book also features real-life student experiences and advice from the university’s

financial aid office.

4. Scholarships and Grants for International Students at Lehigh University
This resource focuses specifically on scholarship and grant opportunities for international students
enrolled at Lehigh University. It explains how to identify suitable scholarships and provides tips for

writing effective scholarship essays. Additionally, the book covers institutional and external funding



sources.

5. Understanding Lehigh University’s Financial Aid Policies for International Students

This book breaks down the official financial aid policies at Lehigh University as they apply to
international students. It clarifies the types of aid offered, eligibility requirements, and the application
process. The book aims to demystify complex policies to help students secure the financial support

they need.

6. International Students’ Guide to Financing Education at Lehigh University

Designed for incoming international students, this guide covers all aspects of financing education at
Lehigh University. Topics include scholarship opportunities, work-study programs, and loan options.
The book also addresses common challenges faced by international students and offers practical

solutions.

7. Maximizing Financial Aid for International Students at Lehigh University

This book provides advanced strategies for international students to increase their chances of
receiving substantial financial aid at Lehigh University. It discusses the importance of early application,
maintaining strong academic records, and leveraging extracurricular achievements. The book also

offers advice on negotiating financial aid packages.

8. Lehigh University Tuition and Financial Aid: A Guide for International Applicants

Covering the cost of attendance and available financial support, this guide helps international
applicants understand the financial commitment of studying at Lehigh University. It details tuition fees,
living expenses, and available aid programs. The book also includes a section on visa financial

requirements and documentation.

9. Work-Study and Employment Opportunities for International Students at Lehigh University

This book explores part-time employment and work-study options for international students at Lehigh
University as a means to supplement financial aid. It explains eligibility rules, application procedures,
and balancing work with academic responsibilities. Additionally, the book highlights success stories

and tips for securing on-campus jobs.
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