|ds young men's general presidency

Ids young men's general presidency is a key leadership body within The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) that oversees the spiritual and temporal welfare of the young men in
the church, typically those aged 12 to 18. This presidency provides guidance, direction, and support to
local leaders, helping to organize activities, lessons, and programs that foster faith, character
development, and service. The LDS young men's general presidency works closely with other church
organizations to create a unified approach in nurturing the youth. Understanding the composition,
responsibilities, historical development, and impact of this presidency offers insight into its vital role
within the LDS Church. This article explores the structure and function of the LDS young men's
general presidency, its historical context, the programs it administers, and the influence it has on the

lives of young men in the church.
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Overview of the LDS Young Men's General Presidency

The LDS young men's general presidency is a leadership quorum composed of a president and two

counselors, all of whom are called by the First Presidency of the church. Their primary mission is to



oversee and guide the young men’s organization church-wide, ensuring that local leaders have the
resources and direction needed for effective ministry. This presidency collaborates with local bishops,
stake presidencies, and other church auxiliaries to support youth development spiritually, socially, and
physically. The presidency also works in conjunction with the Young Women’s organization to

coordinate joint programs and activities that strengthen families and build community.

Composition and Callings

The general presidency consists of three men who serve voluntarily, typically for several years. They
are chosen from experienced church leaders who demonstrate strong testimonies and commitment to
the church’s values. These leaders travel, speak at church conferences, and produce instructional

materials that help local leaders in fulfilling their duties. Their callings emphasize service, mentorship,

and leadership development among young men.

Coordination with Other Church Organizations

Coordination with the Young Women’s organization and other auxiliary presidencies is crucial for
unified youth programs. The general presidency works with the Sunday School, seminary, and institute
programs to ensure doctrinal consistency and spiritual growth opportunities for youth. This

collaborative approach fosters a cohesive environment for all youth in the church.

Historical Background and Evolution

The LDS young men's general presidency has a rich history dating back to the 19th century, evolving
alongside the church’s growth and changing needs of its young male members. Originally, leadership
was more localized, but as the church expanded globally, a centralized presidency was established to

provide consistent direction and support.



Origins in the 1870s

The young men’s organization was formally established in the 1870s to provide structure and activities
for boys and adolescents. Early leaders focused on promoting values such as honesty,
industriousness, and faith through programs like the Young Men’s Mutual Improvement Association
(YMMIA). The presidency began as a small council and eventually formalized into the current general

presidency structure.

Changes and Modern Adaptations

Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, the LDS young men's general presidency has adapted its
programs and leadership methods to meet modern challenges. The introduction of global technology,
changes in cultural dynamics, and evolving youth needs have shaped the presidency’s approach to
teaching and engagement. The presidency now emphasizes personalized mentorship, service projects,

and digital resources to enhance spiritual experiences.

Responsibilities and Duties

The LDS young men's general presidency holds a broad spectrum of responsibilities aimed at
supporting and developing young men in the church. Their duties encompass leadership training,

curriculum development, program oversight, and direct communication with local leaders worldwide.

Leadership Training and Support

One of the presidency’s primary functions is to train and support bishops, stake presidents, ward
young men presidents, and other local leaders. They provide materials, conference addresses, and
training sessions to equip these leaders with the tools necessary to mentor and teach young men

effectively. This training emphasizes gospel principles, youth protection, and leadership skills.



Curriculum and Program Development

The presidency oversees the creation and implementation of curriculum for young men’s classes,
including Sunday lessons, mutual activities, and personal development programs. These materials
focus on doctrinal instruction, personal testimony building, and practical life skills. By providing
standardized curriculum, the presidency ensures a consistent doctrinal foundation across all wards and

stakes.

Global Communication and Visits

Members of the LDS young men's general presidency frequently travel to various regions of the church
to provide guidance and encouragement. These visits allow the presidency to assess local needs,
inspire leaders and youth, and foster unity within the church’s global young men’s community. They

also deliver messages at general conferences and other church-wide events.

Key Programs and Initiatives

Several programs and initiatives fall under the stewardship of the LDS young men's general
presidency, each designed to support spiritual growth, leadership development, and service among

young men.

Mutual and Activity Programs

Mutual activities are weekly gatherings that provide fellowship, skill-building, and spiritual learning
opportunities. The presidency directs these programs to include wholesome recreational activities,

service projects, and gospel study, creating a balanced environment for youth development.



Duty to God Program

The Duty to God program encourages young men to live gospel-centered lives by setting and
achieving personal spiritual and physical goals. The program fosters values such as priesthood
preparation, missionary work, and family responsibility. The presidency promotes this initiative as a

way to help youth develop lifelong habits of faith and service.

Priesthood Preparation and Ordination

The general presidency plays an instrumental role in preparing young men for priesthood ordination,
which is a significant milestone in LDS youth development. They provide teaching materials and
guidelines to help local leaders instruct young men in the responsibilities and blessings of priesthood

service.

Service and Leadership Opportunities

The presidency emphasizes service projects and leadership training events to build character and
commitment. These opportunities help young men develop skills such as teamwork, communication,

and empathy, reinforcing their roles as future leaders in the church and society.

Impact on LDS Young Men and the Church Community

The influence of the LDS young men's general presidency extends beyond program administration; it
shapes the spiritual and social fabric of the church’s youth. By providing structured leadership and
meaningful activities, the presidency fosters an environment where young men can grow in faith and

confidence.



Spiritual Growth and Faith Development

Through its curriculum, training, and programs, the presidency helps young men strengthen their
testimonies and understanding of gospel principles. This spiritual foundation supports youth as they

navigate adolescence and prepare for adult responsibilities within the church and society.

Community Building and Fellowship

The initiatives led by the presidency encourage young men to build friendships, serve others, and
participate actively in their congregations. These experiences create a sense of belonging and

commitment to church values, which often continue into adulthood.

Preparation for Future Leadership Roles

By emphasizing leadership training and priesthood responsibilities, the LDS young men's general
presidency prepares young men for significant roles within the church and their communities. This
preparation contributes to the church’s ongoing leadership development and strengthens its global

membership.

¢ Provides guidance and resources to local leaders

¢ Develops and oversees youth programs and curriculum

e Supports spiritual, social, and leadership growth of young men

¢ Coordinates with other church organizations for unified youth efforts

¢ Facilitates service opportunities and priesthood preparation



Frequently Asked Questions

Who currently serves in the LDS Young Men General Presidency?

As of 2024, the LDS Young Men General Presidency is led by President Steven J. Lund, with
counselors who assist him in overseeing the young men’s programs of The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints.

What is the primary role of the LDS Young Men General Presidency?

The primary role of the LDS Young Men General Presidency is to provide leadership, direction, and
support to young men aged 12 to 18 within the Church, helping them grow spiritually and prepare for

future responsibilities.

How often does the LDS Young Men General Presidency meet with
local leaders?

The LDS Young Men General Presidency typically meets with local leaders during regional
conferences, training sessions, and through regular communication to provide guidance and support

for youth programs.

What are some recent initiatives introduced by the LDS Young Men
General Presidency?

Recent initiatives include enhanced youth mentoring programs, increased focus on service and

leadership development, and updated resources for priesthood quorums and activities.

How does the LDS Young Men General Presidency support young men
in their spiritual development?

They provide curriculum, resources, and programs that emphasize scripture study, personal prayer,



service, and living gospel principles to help young men grow closer to Jesus Christ.

Can young men interact directly with the LDS Young Men General
Presidency?

While young men typically interact with local leaders, there are occasional opportunities such as
church conferences, youth events, and media broadcasts where they can hear directly from the

General Presidency.

What is the significance of the LDS Young Men General Presidency in
priesthood leadership?

The LDS Young Men General Presidency plays a crucial role in preparing young men to receive and
live the priesthood, guiding them in understanding their responsibilities and commitments within the

Church.

How does the LDS Young Men General Presidency collaborate with
other general presidencies?

They collaborate with other general presidencies, such as the Young Women and Primary
presidencies, to coordinate youth programs, combined activities, and unified messages for all youth in

the Church.

Where can members find official messages from the LDS Young Men
General Presidency?

Official messages can be found on the Church’s website, Ids.org, in the Ensign magazine, during

General Conference talks, and through Church social media channels.



What impact has the LDS Young Men General Presidency had on youth
programs globally?

The General Presidency has helped standardize and enhance youth programs worldwide, ensuring
that young men receive consistent spiritual guidance and opportunities for growth regardless of where

they live.

Additional Resources

1. Leading with Faith: Insights from the LDS Young Men’s General Presidency

This book offers an in-depth look into the leadership principles and spiritual guidance provided by the
LDS Young Men’s General Presidency. It explores how faith-based decision-making shapes programs
that inspire youth. Readers gain valuable lessons on nurturing spiritual growth and developing

leadership qualities in young men.

2. Strengthening the Youth: Teachings from the Young Men’s General Presidency

Focusing on the teachings and messages delivered by the LDS Young Men’s General Presidency, this
book provides practical advice for mentors and leaders working with young men. It emphasizes the
importance of service, scripture study, and personal integrity. The book is a resource for building

confidence and faith among youth in the church.

3. Guiding Tomorrow’s Leaders: The Role of the Young Men’s General Presidency

This work examines the responsibilities and impact of the LDS Young Men’s General Presidency in
cultivating future church leaders. It highlights programs designed to develop leadership skills and
spiritual strength. The book also shares stories of successful initiatives that have positively influenced

young men worldwide.

4. Youth Empowerment in the LDS Church: Perspectives from the General Presidency
This title explores how the Young Men’s General Presidency empowers youth to overcome challenges

and live gospel-centered lives. It discusses strategies for fostering resilience, service, and personal



growth. The book includes insights from talks, workshops, and official church publications.

5. The Spirit of Service: Lessons from the Young Men’s General Presidency

Focusing on the theme of service, this book delves into the ways the LDS Young Men’s General

Presidency encourages young men to serve their communities and church. It showcases inspiring
stories of youth-led service projects and the spiritual benefits gained through giving. Readers are

encouraged to develop a lifelong commitment to helping others.

6. Faith and Leadership: The Young Men’s General Presidency’s Approach to Youth Development
This book presents the intersection of faith and leadership as taught by the LDS Young Men’s General
Presidency. It outlines principles for building character, responsibility, and gospel-centered leadership

among young men. The text serves as a guide for parents, leaders, and young men themselves.

7. Building Righteousness: Messages from the Young Men’s General Presidency

A compilation of talks and writings from the LDS Young Men’s General Presidency, this book centers

on fostering righteousness and spiritual strength. It addresses common challenges faced by youth and
offers scriptural counsel and encouragement. The book is designed to uplift and inspire young men in

their faith journey.

8. Pathways to Purpose: Insights from the LDS Young Men’s General Presidency

This book explores how the Young Men’s General Presidency helps youth find purpose and direction
through gospel principles. It discusses goal-setting, service, and personal revelation as tools for
spiritual and personal growth. The text encourages young men to pursue meaningful lives aligned with

their faith.

9. Mentoring the Future: The Impact of the Young Men’s General Presidency on LDS Youth
Highlighting the mentorship role of the LDS Young Men’s General Presidency, this book details how
leaders provide guidance, support, and inspiration to young men. It includes testimonies and examples
of successful mentorship experiences within the church. The book serves as a resource for improving

youth leadership programs and strengthening youth-adult relationships.
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