
lds relief society general president
lds relief society general president is a key leadership position within The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church), responsible for guiding the Relief Society, the church’s
organization for women. This role encompasses spiritual, administrative, and humanitarian duties,
providing direction and inspiration to millions of women worldwide. The LDS Relief Society General
President oversees the development of programs that support women’s spiritual growth, education,
and service. She works closely with other church leaders to align Relief Society initiatives with the
broader mission of the church. This article explores the history, responsibilities, and impact of the
LDS Relief Society General President, highlighting the significance of this role in the LDS Church.
Readers will gain insight into the selection process, notable past presidents, and the ongoing
contributions of the Relief Society to church members and communities. The following sections
provide a detailed overview of the LDS Relief Society General President and related topics.

History and Purpose of the Relief Society

Role and Responsibilities of the LDS Relief Society General President

Selection and Tenure of the General President

Notable LDS Relief Society General Presidents

Impact and Initiatives Led by the Relief Society

Relationship with Other Church Leadership

History and Purpose of the Relief Society
The Relief Society was established in 1842 as one of the oldest and largest women’s organizations in
the world. Its primary purpose is to provide relief to those in need, promote faith and personal
development, and strengthen families and communities. The organization operates under the
direction of the LDS Relief Society General President, who ensures that its mission aligns with the
doctrines and values of the LDS Church. Over the years, the Relief Society has evolved to include a
variety of programs focused on education, humanitarian aid, and spiritual growth.

Founding and Early Development
The Relief Society was founded in Nauvoo, Illinois, by Joseph Smith and Emma Smith, the church’s
founder and his wife. Its initial goals included providing charity, teaching gospel principles, and
offering opportunities for women to serve within the church. The early Relief Society laid the
foundation for its ongoing commitment to service and sisterhood, which continues to define the
organization today.



Mission and Objectives
The mission of the Relief Society centers on helping women nurture faith in Jesus Christ, build
strong families, and engage in meaningful service. The LDS Relief Society General President guides
the implementation of initiatives that support these objectives worldwide. This includes promoting
education, health, welfare, and humanitarian efforts within local congregations and communities.

Role and Responsibilities of the LDS Relief Society
General President
The LDS Relief Society General President holds a vital leadership position with broad responsibilities
that impact millions of women in the church. She serves as the spiritual leader and administrative
head of the Relief Society organization, working to unify and strengthen its efforts globally. The
president’s role involves setting vision, providing counsel, and encouraging participation in Relief
Society programs.

Spiritual Leadership
As the spiritual leader of the Relief Society, the general president teaches principles of faith, charity,
and service. She delivers messages during general conference sessions and other church meetings
and provides guidance to local Relief Society leaders. Her teachings emphasize the importance of
Jesus Christ’s gospel in daily life and the role of women in strengthening the church.

Administrative Oversight
The general president oversees the administration of Relief Society programs, curriculum, and
resources. She collaborates with her counselors and the general board to develop materials that
support teaching, service projects, and humanitarian aid. This includes managing budgets,
coordinating worldwide initiatives, and ensuring consistency across diverse cultural settings.

Representation and Advocacy
The LDS Relief Society General President represents the organization in interactions with other
church leaders, external organizations, and the public. She advocates for women’s roles within the
church and promotes the Relief Society’s contributions to humanitarian efforts. Her leadership helps
elevate the visibility and impact of the Relief Society on a global scale.

Selection and Tenure of the General President
The process for selecting the LDS Relief Society General President is guided by spiritual revelation
and church protocol. The president is called by the First Presidency of the LDS Church and
sustained by church members during general conference. Her tenure typically lasts several years,
during which she serves voluntarily without financial compensation.



Calling and Sustaining Process
The calling of the general president involves inspiration received by church leaders, who prayerfully
consider potential candidates. Once called, the new president is presented to church members for a
sustaining vote, reflecting collective support and acceptance. This process exemplifies the church’s
emphasis on divine guidance in leadership appointments.

Tenure and Service
While there is no fixed term length, most LDS Relief Society General Presidents serve for
approximately six to eight years. During this time, they devote themselves to the spiritual and
administrative duties of the position, often balancing church service with personal and family
responsibilities. After completing their service, they may continue to contribute to the church in
other capacities.

Notable LDS Relief Society General Presidents
Throughout its history, the Relief Society has been led by influential women who have shaped its
direction and expanded its impact. Notable LDS Relief Society General Presidents have included
women known for their spiritual insight, administrative skills, and dedication to service.

Emmeline B. Wells
Emmeline B. Wells was one of the early leaders of the Relief Society, serving as general president
from 1910 to 1921. She was known for her advocacy of women’s rights and her contributions to
church history and literature. Wells helped strengthen the Relief Society’s role in social welfare and
education.

Julie B. Beck
Serving from 2007 to 2012, Julie B. Beck emphasized education and personal development for
women. Her presidency focused on strengthening families and encouraging women to fulfill their
divine potential through gospel learning and service. She also promoted the global reach of the
Relief Society.

Current Leadership
The current LDS Relief Society General President continues to build upon the legacy of her
predecessors, guiding the organization through contemporary challenges and opportunities. She
focuses on fostering faith, resilience, and community among women worldwide.



Impact and Initiatives Led by the Relief Society
The Relief Society, under the direction of its general president, has launched numerous initiatives
that address spiritual, social, and humanitarian needs. These programs enhance the lives of church
members and communities globally.

Humanitarian Aid and Service Projects
One of the Relief Society’s core functions is organizing humanitarian aid to those in distress.
Projects include disaster relief, poverty alleviation, health education, and support for refugees. The
general president plays a key role in mobilizing resources and volunteers for these efforts.

Educational and Spiritual Programs
The Relief Society provides curriculum and resources focused on gospel study, personal growth, and
family strengthening. These programs are designed to empower women through education and
spiritual development, guided by the policies set forth by the LDS Relief Society General President.

Community Building and Sisterhood
Promoting unity and support among women, the Relief Society fosters a global sisterhood. Activities
and events encourage fellowship, mentoring, and mutual support, creating strong connections
within the church community.

Disaster Relief and Humanitarian Aid

Gospel Study Curriculum

Family Strengthening Initiatives

Health and Welfare Support

Global Sisterhood and Community Events

Relationship with Other Church Leadership
The LDS Relief Society General President collaborates closely with other general leaders of the
church, including the Primary, Young Women, and Sunday School presidencies. This coordination
ensures unified efforts in teaching, service, and administration across all church organizations.



Collaboration with the First Presidency and Quorum of the
Twelve
The Relief Society General President reports to and receives direction from the First Presidency and
the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. This relationship maintains doctrinal consistency and strategic
alignment within the church’s global operations.

Support for Local Leaders
In addition to working with general authorities, the general president provides training and
resources to local Relief Society presidents worldwide. This support is essential for effective
leadership at the congregational level and helps maintain the organization’s standards and goals.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the current LDS Relief Society General President?
As of 2024, the current LDS Relief Society General President is Camille N. Johnson.

What are the main responsibilities of the LDS Relief Society
General President?
The LDS Relief Society General President oversees the Relief Society organization worldwide,
providing spiritual guidance, directing service and humanitarian efforts, and supporting women in
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

How is the LDS Relief Society General President selected?
The LDS Relief Society General President is called by the President of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and sustained by the members of the Church.

When was the Relief Society organization in the LDS Church
founded?
The Relief Society was founded on March 17, 1842, in Nauvoo, Illinois.

What is the role of the Relief Society within the LDS Church?
The Relief Society is the Church's organization for women, focusing on spiritual growth, service,
education, and welfare of its members and communities.

How does the Relief Society General President support



humanitarian efforts?
The Relief Society General President coordinates global humanitarian and welfare initiatives,
mobilizing women to provide relief and assistance to those in need.

Can the Relief Society General President speak in General
Conference?
Yes, the Relief Society General President often addresses members during the LDS Church’s General
Conference sessions.

Who were some notable past LDS Relief Society General
Presidents?
Notable past Relief Society General Presidents include Belle S. Spafford, Barbara W. Winder, and
Julie B. Beck.

How does the Relief Society General President interact with
local Relief Society leaders?
The General President provides training, resources, and guidance to local Relief Society
presidencies worldwide to help them fulfill their callings effectively.

What recent initiatives has the LDS Relief Society General
President introduced?
Recent initiatives have focused on strengthening family relationships, ministering to women and
children, and expanding humanitarian outreach globally.

Additional Resources
1. "Women of Faith: The Lives of LDS Relief Society General Presidents"
This book offers an in-depth look at the lives and contributions of the general presidents of the Relief
Society. It explores their personal journeys, leadership styles, and the impact they had on the women
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Through biographical sketches and historical
context, readers gain insight into how these women shaped the Relief Society’s mission.

2. "Strength in Service: Lessons from LDS Relief Society Leaders"
Focusing on the teachings and initiatives led by Relief Society general presidents, this book
highlights key lessons in faith, charity, and community service. It compiles speeches, talks, and
writings to inspire readers to follow examples of dedicated leadership. The book also provides
practical applications of principles taught by these influential women.

3. "Legacy of Light: The History of the Relief Society Presidency"
Tracing the evolution of the Relief Society presidency from its beginnings to the present, this volume
details the roles and responsibilities of its leaders. It emphasizes how each general president
contributed to the organization’s growth and adaptation over time. Rich with historical photographs



and documents, the book presents a comprehensive narrative of leadership.

4. "Guiding Hearts: Spiritual Insights from Relief Society General Presidents"
This collection of spiritual messages and reflections from various Relief Society general presidents
offers readers heartfelt guidance and encouragement. The book focuses on themes such as faith,
hope, resilience, and love, drawing from the experiences and teachings of these prominent women.
It serves as a devotional resource for members seeking inspiration.

5. "The Relief Society Presidency: Profiles in Faith and Leadership"
Providing detailed profiles of each Relief Society general president, this book examines their
backgrounds, challenges, and accomplishments. It also discusses the broader cultural and church
contexts in which they served. The narrative highlights how their leadership influenced both the
Relief Society and the global LDS community.

6. "Empowered Women: The Influence of LDS Relief Society Leaders"
This book explores the social and spiritual influence of Relief Society general presidents on women’s
roles within the LDS Church. It discusses initiatives that promoted education, welfare, and personal
development. Through analysis and testimonies, the book illustrates how these leaders empowered
generations of women.

7. "Faithful Stewardship: Managing the Relief Society through Its Presidents"
Focusing on the administrative and organizational aspects of the Relief Society, this book details
how each general president managed resources, programs, and growth. It highlights the challenges
of leadership and the strategies used to enhance the society’s effectiveness. Readers gain an
understanding of the stewardship involved in leading a global women’s organization.

8. "In Her Own Words: Speeches and Teachings of Relief Society General Presidents"
This compilation presents a curated selection of speeches, talks, and writings directly from Relief
Society general presidents. It offers readers firsthand perspectives on their teachings about faith,
service, and womanhood. The book serves as both a historical record and an inspirational collection.

9. "Sisters United: The Impact of Relief Society Leadership on LDS Women"
Examining the collective impact of the Relief Society general presidents, this book shows how their
leadership fostered unity, support, and spiritual growth among LDS women worldwide. It includes
stories of personal transformation and community development influenced by their guidance. The
work celebrates the ongoing legacy of Relief Society leadership in strengthening the church’s
women.
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