lds general ym presidency

lds general ym presidency refers to the leadership body within The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS Church) responsible for overseeing the Young Men
program on a global scale. This presidency plays a crucial role in guiding, organizing, and
supporting the spiritual and temporal welfare of young men aged 12 to 18 within the
church. The LDS general YM presidency works closely with local leaders and members to
implement church policies, develop curriculum, and promote activities aligned with gospel
principles. Understanding the structure, roles, and responsibilities of the LDS general YM
presidency is essential for appreciating how the church nurtures its youth. This article will
explore the history, composition, duties, and impact of the LDS general YM presidency,
providing a comprehensive overview of this vital church organization.
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Overview of the LDS General YM Presidency

The LDS general YM presidency is a central leadership body within the organizational
framework of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Its primary function is to
oversee the Young Men program, which serves male members from ages 12 through 18.
This presidency provides direction, establishes policies, and supports local leaders in
administering activities and lessons that promote faith, service, and personal growth. The
presidency works under the direction of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and the First
Presidency, aligning its efforts with the broader goals of the church.

Purpose and Mission

The core mission of the LDS general YM presidency is to help young men develop
testimony of Jesus Christ, prepare for future responsibilities, and become active, faithful
members of the church and their communities. This mission is carried out through
teaching, service opportunities, leadership training, and social activities designed to
strengthen character and faith. The presidency emphasizes principles such as integrity,
commitment, and discipleship in all aspects of the Young Men program.



Historical Development of the LDS General YM
Presidency

The LDS general YM presidency has evolved significantly since the Young Men
organization was first established in the 19th century. Initially created to provide
structured activities and spiritual guidance for young men, the presidency has undergone
changes to address the needs of a growing, global church. Understanding its historical
development sheds light on how the presidency's role and responsibilities have expanded
over time.

Early Beginnings

The origins of the Young Men organization in the LDS Church date back to 1875 when
Junius F. Wells organized the first Mutual Improvement Association for young men. Early
presidencies focused on providing wholesome activities and gospel instruction. Over the
decades, the structure formalized with the creation of a general presidency to oversee the
program worldwide.

Modern Era Changes

Throughout the 20th and 21st centuries, the LDS general YM presidency has adapted to
cultural shifts and membership growth. Changes included the introduction of new
curriculum, emphasis on personal development, and integration of technology to support
teaching and communication. The presidency now plays a pivotal role in coordinating
worldwide initiatives such as the Duty to God program and youth conference events.

Structure and Composition of the LDS General
YM Presidency

The LDS general YM presidency is composed of three men who serve under the direction
of the Church’s First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve Apostles. These leaders are
called from among experienced, faithful church members and serve voluntarily without
financial compensation. Their tenure typically lasts several years, during which they
devote significant time to the ministry of young men worldwide.

Members of the Presidency

The presidency consists of a president and two counselors who work collaboratively to
direct the Young Men program. Each member brings unique skills and perspectives to the
leadership team, enhancing the effectiveness of their guidance and decision-making
processes.



Supporting Organizations

In addition to the presidency, the LDS general YM organization includes a board and
numerous committees that assist with curriculum development, training materials, and
event planning. These groups ensure that the presidency’s vision is implemented
consistently across wards and stakes worldwide.

Roles and Responsibilities

The LDS general YM presidency has a broad range of duties related to leadership,
administration, training, and communication. Their responsibilities are designed to ensure
that the Young Men program fulfills its spiritual and developmental objectives effectively.

Leadership and Direction

The presidency establishes policies, approves curriculum, and sets priorities for the
growth and wellbeing of young men in the church. They provide counsel to local leaders
and members, encouraging adherence to church doctrines and standards.

Training and Support

The presidency oversees the creation and distribution of training resources for bishops,
stake presidents, and Young Men leaders. They organize conferences and training
sessions that equip local leaders with the skills and knowledge necessary to serve youth
effectively.

Communication and Coordination

Regular communication with church members and leaders worldwide is essential to
maintaining uniformity and unity in the Young Men program. The presidency issues
letters, guidelines, and updates to ensure clarity of purpose and alignment with church-
wide objectives.

Programs and Initiatives Overseen

The LDS general YM presidency directs several key programs aimed at spiritual growth,
leadership development, and community service. These initiatives foster an environment
where young men can learn, serve, and prepare for future roles in the church and society.

Duty to God Program

One of the flagship programs under the presidency’s oversight is the Duty to God
initiative. This program encourages young men to live gospel principles, serve others, and



prepare for missionary service. It includes specific goals related to spiritual, physical,
social, and intellectual development.

Scouting and Activity Programs

Historically, the LDS Church partnered with scouting organizations to provide character-
building activities. While the church has transitioned away from formal scouting programs
in some areas, the general YM presidency continues to promote wholesome activities and
events that encourage teamwork and personal growth.

Conferences and Youth Events

The presidency organizes worldwide and regional youth conferences designed to
strengthen faith and fellowship among young men. These events provide opportunities for
worship, learning, and service while reinforcing church teachings and values.

Impact on Young Men and the Church Community

The LDS general YM presidency plays a vital role in shaping the spiritual lives and
personal development of thousands of young men within the church. Their leadership
helps create a supportive environment where youth can grow in faith, develop leadership
skills, and prepare for future responsibilities.

Spiritual Growth and Testimony Building

Through carefully designed lessons, activities, and service projects, the presidency fosters
an atmosphere that encourages young men to strengthen their testimonies of Jesus Christ
and the gospel. This emphasis improves retention and engagement within the church
community.

Leadership Development

The general YM presidency promotes leadership training that equips young men to serve
effectively in church callings and community roles. Developing these skills early
contributes to the overall strength and sustainability of the church’s lay leadership model.

Community and Fellowship

The programs and activities encouraged by the presidency help young men build lasting
friendships and a sense of belonging. This social support network is integral to their
emotional and spiritual wellbeing, providing a foundation for lifelong church membership
and service.



Summary of Key Responsibilities of the LDS
General YM Presidency

Providing global leadership and vision for the Young Men program

Developing and approving curriculum and training materials

Supporting local Young Men leaders through training and resources

Coordinating worldwide youth events and service initiatives

Promoting gospel-centered programs like Duty to God

Communicating regularly with church leadership and members

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the LDS General Young Men
Presidency?

The LDS General Young Men Presidency oversees programs and activities for young men
ages 12 to 18 in The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, providing spiritual
guidance and leadership development.

Who are the current members of the LDS General Young
Men Presidency?

As of 2024, the current members of the LDS General Young Men Presidency include the
president and his two counselors, who are general authorities or experienced leaders
called to serve in this capacity. Specific names can be found on the official church website.

How does the LDS General Young Men Presidency
support local young men’s programs?

The presidency provides resources, training, and guidance to local leaders to help them
implement effective youth programs that align with church teachings and encourage
personal and spiritual growth.

What recent initiatives has the LDS General Young Men
Presidency introduced?

Recent initiatives include enhanced ministering efforts, increased focus on youth mental
health, and programs that promote service, leadership skills, and gospel study among



young men.

How often does the LDS General Young Men Presidency
meet with local leaders?

The General Young Men Presidency typically meets with local leaders during area
conferences and leadership training sessions throughout the year to provide direction and
support.

Can young men interact directly with the LDS General
Young Men Presidency?

While direct interaction is uncommon, young men can access messages, talks, and
resources from the General Young Men Presidency through church publications,
broadcasts, and official social media channels.

What is the significance of the LDS General Young Men
Presidency in youth development?

The presidency plays a crucial role in shaping the spiritual, social, and leadership
development of young men in the church, helping prepare them for future responsibilities
within the church and society.

Additional Resources

1. Strengthening the Young Men: Insights from LDS General YM Presidency Talks

This book compiles inspiring talks and messages delivered by members of the LDS
General Young Men Presidency. It provides guidance on spiritual growth, leadership, and
service tailored for young men within the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
Readers will find practical advice for developing faith and living gospel principles in
everyday life.

2. Leading with Faith: Lessons from the LDS General Young Men Presidency

Explore leadership principles and experiences shared by the LDS General Young Men
Presidency. This book emphasizes the importance of faith, humility, and diligence in
leading youth organizations within the Church. It serves as a resource for leaders seeking
to inspire and mentor young men effectively.

3. Called to Serve: The Role of the LDS General YM Presidency

This volume offers an inside look at the responsibilities and spiritual calling of the LDS
General Young Men Presidency. Through interviews, historical context, and personal
reflections, it highlights how these leaders prepare young men for a lifetime of service.
The book encourages readers to embrace their own callings with dedication.

4. Building Faith and Character: Teachings from the LDS Young Men General Presidency
Focusing on the development of faith and character among young men, this book gathers
teachings and programs initiated by the LDS General YM Presidency. It includes practical



tools for youth leaders, parents, and young men themselves to foster resilience, integrity,
and discipleship. The content is rich with scriptural insights and modern applications.

5. Youth Empowerment and the LDS General Young Men Presidency
This book examines how the LDS General YM Presidency empowers young men to become
spiritually strong and socially responsible. Through case studies and leadership principles,
it illustrates successful initiatives and programs designed to uplift youth. Readers will gain
inspiration to support and motivate young men in their communities.

6. Faith in Action: The Impact of the LDS General Young Men Presidency

Highlighting real-life stories and outcomes, this book shows the transformative impact of
the General Young Men Presidency’s efforts. It discusses service projects, missionary
preparation, and personal growth experiences that have shaped young men worldwide.
The narrative encourages active discipleship and commitment to gospel living.

7. Guided by the Spirit: Counsel from the LDS General Young Men Presidency

This collection of inspired counsel from the LDS General YM Presidency focuses on
discerning and following the Holy Spirit. It provides practical advice for young men
seeking spiritual guidance and leaders striving to nurture spiritual sensitivity. The book
underscores the importance of prayer, scripture study, and promptings in youth
development.

8. Preparing Future Leaders: Insights from the LDS General Young Men Presidency
Delve into the strategies and philosophies used by the LDS General YM Presidency to
prepare young men for future leadership roles within the Church and community. This
book covers mentorship, goal-setting, and service as foundational elements for leadership
development. It serves as a guide for those invested in cultivating the next generation of
Church leaders.

9. Faith, Service, and Brotherhood: The Vision of the LDS General Young Men Presidency
This book captures the overarching vision and mission of the LDS General Young Men
Presidency to unite young men in faith, service, and brotherhood. It explores how
programs and teachings foster a strong sense of belonging and purpose. Readers will find
encouragement to build meaningful relationships and live gospel-centered lives.
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