
lds general rs presidency
lds general rs presidency refers to the leadership of the Relief Society at
the general church level within The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (LDS Church). This presidency holds a significant role in guiding and
directing the Relief Society organization, which is one of the largest and
oldest women’s organizations in the world. The lds general rs presidency is
responsible for setting policies, providing spiritual guidance, and
overseeing programs aimed at strengthening women and families globally.
Understanding the structure, responsibilities, history, and impact of the lds
general rs presidency offers valuable insight into how the LDS Church
supports its female membership. This article explores the composition of the
lds general rs presidency, its historical development, key functions, and its
influence on LDS women and the broader church community.
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Overview of the LDS General RS Presidency
The lds general rs presidency is a leadership body composed of a president
and two counselors who oversee the Relief Society at the global church level.
The Relief Society, established in 1842, serves as the women’s organization
of the LDS Church, focusing on spiritual growth, welfare, education, and
service. The presidency provides direction, inspiration, and administrative
oversight to Relief Society organizations worldwide. This presidency works
closely with other general authorities and auxiliary leaders to align the
Relief Society’s efforts with the church’s overall mission and vision.

Composition of the Presidency
The lds general rs presidency traditionally consists of three women: the
Relief Society General President and two counselors. These women are called
by the church president and sustained by the membership in general conference
sessions. Their selection is based on spiritual qualifications, experience,



and capacity to serve the global female membership. Together, they form a
unified leadership team responsible for guiding millions of women worldwide.

Relationship with Other Church Leadership
The lds general rs presidency collaborates with other general auxiliary
presidencies, including the Young Women and Primary organizations, as well as
with the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and the First Presidency. This
collaboration ensures cohesive efforts across the church’s programs and
consistent doctrinal teachings. The presidency also receives counsel and
direction from general authorities to maintain alignment with church policies
and doctrine.

Historical Evolution of the Relief Society
Presidency
The Relief Society presidency has undergone significant development since its
inception in the mid-19th century. The organization began as a local group in
Nauvoo, Illinois, and evolved into a global auxiliary of the LDS Church. The
lds general rs presidency has adapted over time to meet the changing needs of
women in the church and society at large.

Founding and Early Leadership
The Relief Society was formally organized in 1842, with Emma Smith, wife of
church founder Joseph Smith, serving as its first president. Early leadership
focused on charitable works, spiritual education, and community building. The
initial presidency set a foundation for women’s involvement in the church’s
spiritual and temporal affairs.

20th Century Developments
Throughout the 20th century, the lds general rs presidency expanded its scope
and influence. Presidents like Amy Brown Lyman and Belle S. Spafford
emphasized education, welfare services, and international growth. The
presidency responded to social changes by incorporating new programs and
strengthening global communication within the organization.

Modern Era Changes
In recent decades, the lds general rs presidency has focused on global
outreach, personal spiritual development, and family strengthening.
Technological advances and increased global membership have led to expanded
resources and more inclusive programs. The presidency continues to adapt to



the diverse needs of LDS women worldwide.

Roles and Responsibilities of the LDS General
RS Presidency
The lds general rs presidency serves multiple vital functions centered on
guidance, teaching, and administration. Their responsibilities encompass
spiritual leadership, program development, and welfare initiatives directed
at women and families.

Spiritual Leadership and Guidance
One of the core roles of the lds general rs presidency is to provide
spiritual instruction and inspiration to women of the church. This includes
developing curriculum for Relief Society meetings, delivering messages during
general conference addresses, and encouraging personal scripture study and
prayer.

Program Development and Administration
The presidency oversees the creation and implementation of programs that
address education, health, welfare, and service. They provide training
resources for local leaders and coordinate global initiatives that promote
self-reliance and community support.

Welfare and Humanitarian Efforts
The lds general rs presidency plays an essential role in humanitarian work,
focusing on assisting women and families in need. This includes organizing
relief efforts, supporting global humanitarian campaigns, and encouraging
member involvement in service projects.

Advocacy and Representation
The presidency represents the needs and voices of women within the church’s
leadership structure. They advocate for programs and policies that empower
women, support families, and uphold church doctrine.

Current Members of the LDS General RS



Presidency
The current lds general rs presidency consists of women who bring diverse
experiences and spiritual depth to their service. These leaders are sustained
by church members worldwide and serve voluntarily without financial
compensation.

Relief Society General President
The Relief Society General President serves as the primary leader and
spokesperson for the organization. She guides the presidency and oversees all
Relief Society activities and initiatives.

First and Second Counselors
The counselors assist the president in administrative duties, program
coordination, and ministering to the membership. They often represent the
presidency in various church functions and support local Relief Society
leaders globally.

Selection and Calling Process
Members of the lds general rs presidency are called by the President of the
Church and sustained by the general membership during general conference. The
process is considered a revelation and guided by prayer and inspiration.

Programs and Initiatives Led by the LDS General
RS Presidency
The lds general rs presidency spearheads numerous programs designed to uplift
and support women and families worldwide. These initiatives emphasize
spiritual development, self-reliance, education, and service.

Faith and Spiritual Growth Programs
Programs such as the Come, Follow Me curriculum for individuals and families
promote daily scripture study, prayer, and faith-building activities. The
presidency encourages participation in these programs to strengthen personal
spirituality.



Self-Reliance and Welfare Initiatives
The presidency supports self-reliance through education, employment training,
and welfare assistance programs. These initiatives help women and families
become more independent and resilient.

Humanitarian Service and Relief Efforts
Global humanitarian outreach, including disaster relief and poverty
alleviation projects, is a key focus. The presidency mobilizes members to
participate in service opportunities that align with church values.

Leadership Training and Development
The lds general rs presidency provides training materials and conferences to
equip local Relief Society leaders with skills and knowledge to serve
effectively in their callings.

Impact of the LDS General RS Presidency on LDS
Women and Families
The influence of the lds general rs presidency extends deeply into the lives
of individual women and families across the globe. Their leadership shapes
the spiritual, emotional, and social experiences of millions.

Strengthening Spiritual Foundations
Through teaching and inspired counsel, the presidency enhances the spiritual
foundation of LDS women, encouraging greater faith, testimony, and commitment
to gospel principles.

Empowering Women Through Education and Service
The presidency’s focus on education and humanitarian service empowers women
to develop their talents and make meaningful contributions within their
communities and families.

Supporting Families and Communities
By promoting family-centered programs and welfare initiatives, the lds
general rs presidency helps strengthen family relationships and community
cohesion, aligning with the church’s emphasis on family as central to God’s



plan.

Global Reach and Inclusivity
The presidency’s efforts ensure that Relief Society programs and messages
resonate across diverse cultures and languages, fostering unity and
inclusivity in the worldwide church.

Provides spiritual leadership and guidance to millions of LDS women.

Develops and oversees educational, welfare, and humanitarian programs.

Represents women’s interests within the church’s leadership structure.

Supports local Relief Society leaders through training and resources.

Promotes global unity and inclusivity among LDS women.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the role of the LDS General Relief Society
Presidency?
The LDS General Relief Society Presidency leads the Relief Society, which is
the women's organization of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,
focusing on spiritual and temporal welfare of women in the church worldwide.

Who are the current members of the LDS General
Relief Society Presidency?
As of 2024, the members of the LDS General Relief Society Presidency include
the Relief Society General President and her two counselors, who are
appointed to oversee the organization's programs and initiatives globally.

How does the LDS General Relief Society Presidency
support women in the church?
The Relief Society Presidency provides guidance, resources, and programs to
help women strengthen their faith, serve their communities, and develop
leadership skills within the church.



What are some recent initiatives introduced by the
LDS General Relief Society Presidency?
Recent initiatives include expanded ministering programs, increased focus on
mental health and emotional well-being, and global humanitarian efforts to
assist women and families in need.

How often does the LDS General Relief Society
Presidency meet with local Relief Society leaders?
The General Relief Society Presidency meets regularly with local leaders
through regional conferences, training sessions, and virtual meetings to
provide instruction and support.

Can members of the LDS General Relief Society
Presidency be women from outside the United States?
Yes, members of the LDS General Relief Society Presidency can be women from
any country where the church is established, reflecting the global nature of
the church.

How does the LDS General Relief Society Presidency
collaborate with other general church presidencies?
The Relief Society Presidency works closely with the Young Women, Primary,
and other church presidencies to coordinate programs and initiatives that
serve women and families across all age groups.

What spiritual messages are commonly emphasized by
the LDS General Relief Society Presidency?
They often emphasize faith in Jesus Christ, service to others, personal
revelation, family unity, and the importance of living gospel principles in
daily life.

How can members of the church learn from the
teachings of the LDS General Relief Society
Presidency?
Members can learn through church magazines, official church websites,
conference talks, local Relief Society meetings, and other church-sponsored
events where the Presidency's teachings are shared.



Additional Resources
1. Women of the Covenant: The Relief Society Presidency and Its Impact
This book explores the history and influence of the Relief Society General
Presidency within The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It
highlights the women who have served in these leadership roles and their
contributions to the spiritual and temporal welfare of church members.
Through personal stories and historical context, readers gain insight into
the evolving role of women in church leadership.

2. Leading with Faith: Insights from the Relief Society General Presidency
A collection of talks, writings, and personal experiences from members of the
Relief Society General Presidency. This book provides guidance on leadership
principles rooted in faith, service, and compassion. It serves as inspiration
for those seeking to understand or emulate effective spiritual leadership.

3. The Relief Society Legacy: Strengthening Families and Communities
Focusing on the Relief Society’s role in strengthening families and
communities, this book documents key initiatives and programs led by the
General Presidency. It discusses how the organization supports personal
development, humanitarian efforts, and gospel learning. The book also
includes interviews with past presidents and counselors.

4. Voices of Service: The Relief Society Presidency and Humanitarian Efforts
This volume highlights the humanitarian work championed by the Relief Society
General Presidency. It showcases global service projects, disaster relief
efforts, and welfare initiatives undertaken under their direction. Readers
learn how faith motivates service and fosters resilience among church members
worldwide.

5. Faithful Women: Profiles of Relief Society General Presidents
A biographical compilation of the women who have served as Relief Society
General Presidents. Each profile delves into their backgrounds, spiritual
journeys, and key accomplishments. The book celebrates their dedication to
the gospel and their impact on women’s lives.

6. Gospel Leadership: Lessons from the Relief Society General Presidency
This book examines leadership principles demonstrated by the Relief Society
General Presidency through scriptural teachings and modern examples. It
provides practical advice for leaders in religious and community settings.
The focus is on servant leadership, inspiration, and effective communication.

7. Strength in Sisterhood: The History of the Relief Society Presidency
A detailed historical account of the Relief Society General Presidency from
its beginnings to the present day. The book traces organizational changes,
major initiatives, and challenges faced. It also reflects on how the
presidency has shaped the identity and mission of the Relief Society.

8. Empowered to Serve: Teachings from the Relief Society General Presidency
Featuring sermons, talks, and writings, this book gathers spiritual teachings
from Relief Society leaders. It emphasizes empowerment through gospel



principles and encourages women to serve with confidence and love. The
collection is intended to uplift and motivate members of the church.

9. The Relief Society Presidency Handbook: Roles, Responsibilities, and
Inspiration
A practical guide detailing the roles and responsibilities of the Relief
Society General Presidency. It includes organizational structure, leadership
duties, and examples of successful programs. The handbook also offers
inspirational messages to encourage women in leadership positions within the
church.
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