JOHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY SCIENCE

JOHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY SCIENCE OFFERS A COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATIONAL PATHWAY FOR STUDENTS
ASPIRING TO ENTER THE FUNERAL SERVICE PROFESSION. THIS PROGRAM PROVIDES ESSENTIAL KNOWLEDGE AND HANDS-ON
TRAINING IN EMBALMING, RESTORATIVE ART, FUNERAL DIRECTING, AND GRIEF COUNSELING. AS A SPECIALIZED FIELD, MORTUARY
SCIENCE REQUIRES BOTH TECHNICAL SKILLS AND COMPASSIONATE COMMUNICATION ABILITIES, \X/HICHJOHN TyLerR COMMUNITY
COLLEGE EMPHASIZES THROUGHOUT ITS CURRICULUM. THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO MEET STATE LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND
PREPARE STUDENTS FOR SUCCESSFUL CAREERS AS LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE
VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THEJOHN TyLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM, INCLUDING ITS CURRICULUM,
ADMISSIONS PROCESS, CAREER PROSPECTS, AND THE BENEFITS OF CHOOSING THIS INSTITUTION FOR FUNERAL SERVICE
EDUCATION. BELOW IS AN OUTLINE OF THE MAIN TOPICS COVERED.

OVERVIEW OF THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM
o CURRICULUM AND COURSEWORK

® ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS

HANDS-ON TRAINING AND FACILITIES

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND LICENSING

STUDENT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES

OVERVIEW OF THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM

THEJOHN TyLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO EQUIP STUDENTS WITH THE
FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE AND PRACTICAL SKILLS NEEDED TO EXCEL IN FUNERAL SERVICE CAREERS. THIS PROGRAM INTEGRATES
SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES, ETHICAL PRACTICES, AND BUSINESS MANAGEMENT TO CREATE WELL-ROUNDED PROFESSIONALS. IT1s
ACCREDITED AND ALIGNED WITH THE REGULATORY STANDARDS SET FORTH BY THE VIRGINIA BOARD OF FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND
EMBALMERS, ENSURING THAT GRADUATES MEET ALL REQUIREMENTS TO BECOME LICENSED PRACTITIONERS.

ProGRAM OBJECTIVES

THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM ATJOHN TyLErR CoMMUNITY COLLEGE INCLUDE PREPARING
STUDENTS TO PERFORM EMBALMING AND RESTORATIVE PROCEDURES, DEVELOP EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION AND COUNSELING
SKILLS, AND MANAGE FUNERAL HOME OPERATIONS EFFECTIVELY. THE CURRICULUM BALANCES TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION WITH
INTERPERSONAL DEVELOPMENT TO FOSTER PROFESSIONALISM AND EMPATHY IN FUNERAL SERVICE.

ACCREDITATION AND RECOGNITION

JoHN TyLer CoMMUNITY COLLEGE’S MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM HOLDS ACCREDITATION FROM THE AMERICAN BOARD OF
FUNERAL SErVICE EDUCATION (ABFSE), WHICH IS ESSENTIAL FOR GRADUATES TO QUALIFY FOR STATE LICENSING
EXAMINATIONS. THIS ACCREDITATION VALIDATES THE PROGRAM’S QUALITY AND ADHERENCE TO NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL
STANDARDS IN THE MORTUARY SCIENCE FIELD.



CurrIcULUM AND COURSEWORK

THE CURRICULUM FOR THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM ATJOHN TyLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE IS COMPREHENSIVE, COVERING A
\WIDE RANGE OF SUBJECTS ESSENTIAL FOR FUNERAL SERVICE PROFESSIONALS. THE PROGRAM TYPICALLY LEADS TO AN
ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN MORTUARY SCIENCE AND INCLUDES BOTH GENERAL EDUCATION AND SPECIALIZED COURSES.

Core COURSES

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE PROGRAM STUDY A VARIETY OF CORE COURSES THAT PROVIDE THEORETICAL AND PRACTICAL
KNOWLEDGE. [HESE INCLUDE:

e EMBALMING TECHNIQUES AND PROCEDURES

® ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY

® RESTORATIVE ARTS AND COSMETOLOGY

o FUNERAL SERVICE MANAGEMENT

e ETHICS AND LEGAL ASPECTS OF FUNERAL SERVICE
® PsycHoLoGY oF GRIEF AND COUNSELING

o MICROBIOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY

PrACTICAL LABORATORY W ORK

IN ADDITION TO CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION, THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM EMPHASIZES LABORATORY WORK \WHERE
STUDENTS GAIN HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE IN EMBALMING AND RESTORATIVE ARTS. THIS PRACTICAL TRAINING IS CRUCIAL FOR
DEVELOPING THE TECHNICAL COMPETENCIES REQUIRED IN FUNERAL HOMES AND MORTUARIES.

ADMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS

ADMISSION TO THEJOHN TyLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM INVOLVES MEETING SPECIFIC ACADEMIC AND
PROCEDURAL CRITERIA. PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS MUST DEMONSTRATE READINESS FOR COLLEGE-LEVEL COURSEWORK AND A
GENUINE INTEREST IN THE FUNERAL SERVICE PROFESSION.

ACADEMIC PREREQUISITES

APPLICANTS ARE TYPICALLY REQUIRED TO HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR EQUIVALENT. ADDITIONALLY, COMPLETION OF
CERTAIN PREREQUISITE COURSES IN BIOLOGY OR CHEMISTRY MAY BE NECESSARY TO ENSURE FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE FOR THE
PROGRAM’S SCIENTIFIC COMPONENTS.

APPLICATION PROCESS

THE ENROLLMENT PROCESS INCLUDES SUBMITTING AN APPLICATION TOJOHN TyLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE, PROVIDING
TRANSCRIPTS, AND POSSIBLY PARTICIPATING IN AN INTERVIEW OR ORIENTATION SESSION. SOME PROGRAMS MAY REQUIRE
LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION OR A PERSONAL STATEMENT OUTLINING THE CANDIDATE’S MOTIVATION FOR PURSUING MORTUARY
SCIENCE.



HANDS-ON TRAINING AND FACILITIES

JOHN TyLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM OFFERS STATE-OF-THE-ART FACILITIES DESIGNED TO SIMULATE
REAL-WORLD FUNERAL HOME ENVIRONMENTS. THIS INCLUDES MODERN EMBALMING LABORATORIES, RESTORATIVE ARTS STUDIOS,
AND COUNSELING CLASSROOMS.

EMBALMING LABORATORY

THE EMBALMING LABORATORY IS EQUIPPED WITH THE LATEST TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT, ALLOWING STUDENTS TO PRACTICE
EMBALMING TECHNIQUES UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS. THIS SETTING PROVIDES A SAFE AND
CONTROLLED ENVIRONMENT TO MASTER THE TECHNICAL SKILLS NECESSARY FOR PRESERVING HUMAN REMAINS.

ResTORATIVE ARTS STUDIO

STUDENTS GAIN EXPERIENCE IN RESTORATIVE ART, WHICH INVOLVES RECONSTRUCTING AND COSMETIZING DECEDENTS TO PRESENT
THEM RESPECTFULLY FOR VIEWING AND SERVICES. THE STUDIO OFFERS MATERIALS AND MANNEQUINS FOR PRACTICE, HELPING
STUDENTS DEVELOP PRECISION AND ARTISTIC SKILLS.

INTERNSHIPS AND EXTERNSHIPS

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IS FURTHER ENHANCED THROUGH INTERNSHIPS OR EXTERNSHIPS AT LOCAL FUNERAL HOMES. THESE
PLACEMENTS ALLOW STUDENTS TO OBSERVE AND PARTICIPATE IN ACTUAL FUNERAL SERVICE OPERATIONS, GAINING VALUABLE
INSIGHT INTO CLIENT RELATIONS AND FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AND LICENSING

GRADUATES OF THE JOHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM ARE WELL-PREPARED TO ENTER THE
\WORKFORCE AS LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND EMBALMERS. THE PROGRAM’S ALIGNMENT WITH LICENSING REQUIREMENTS
FACILITATES A SMOOTH TRANSITION FROM EDUCATION TO PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE.

LICENSING EXAMINATION PREPARATION

THE CURRICULUM INCLUDES COMPREHENSIVE PREPARATION FOR STATE LICENSING EXAMS, COVERING BOTH WRITTEN AND
PRACTICAL COMPONENTS. PASSING THESE EXAMS IS MANDATORY TO LEGALLY PRACTICE AS A FUNERAL DIRECTOR OR EMBALMER
IN VIRGINIA AND OTHER STATES WITH RECIPROCITY AGREEMENTS.

EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS

CAREER OPTIONS FOR PROGRAM GRADUATES INCLUDE WORKING IN FUNERAL HOMES, CREMATORIES, CEMETERIES, AND MORTUARY
SCIENCE EDUCATION. POSITIONS MAY RANGE FROM ASSISTANT FUNERAL DIRECTORS TO LICENSED EMBALMERS, WITH
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT INTO MANAGEMENT ROLES.

ProFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

JoHN TYLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE ENCOURAGES ONGOING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT THROUGH CONTINUING EDUCATION AND
MEMBERSHIP IN INDUSTRY ORGANIZATIONS SUCH AS THE NATIONAL FUNERAL DIRecTors AssociaTioN (NFDA). THIS SUPPORTS
LIFELONG LEARNING AND CAREER GROW TH.



STUDENT SUPPORT AND RESOURCES

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM BENEFIT FROM A VARIETY OF SUPPORT SERVICES DESIGNED TO
ENHANCE THEIR EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE AND CAREER READINESS.

ACADEMIC ADVISING

ADVISORS ASSIST STUDENTS IN COURSE SELECTION, ACADEMIC PLANNING, AND NAVIGATING PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE
TIMELY GRADUATION AND LICENSING ELIGIBILITY.

CAREER SERVICES

CAREER COUNSELING AND JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE ARE AVAILABLE TO HELP STUDENTS IDENTIFY EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES AND PREPARE FOR INTERVIEWS WITHIN THE FUNERAL SERVICE INDUSTRY.

FINANCIAL AID AND SCHOLARSHIPS

JOHN TyLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE OFFERS FINANCIAL AID OPTIONS, INCLUDING SCHOLARSHIPS SPECIFICALLY FOR MORTUARY
SCIENCE STUDENTS. THESE RESOURCES HELP REDUCE THE FINANCIAL BURDEN ASSOCIATED WITH PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION.

FREQUENTLY ASKeED QUESTIONS

\WHAT MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAMS DOES JOHN T YLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE OFFER?

JoHN TyLer CoMMUNITY COLLEGE OFFERS AN ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE (AAS) DEGREE IN MORTUARY SCIENCE,
DESIGNED TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR CAREERS IN FUNERAL SERVICE AND MORTUARY MANAGEMENT.

Does JoHn TYLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE'S MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM PREPARE
STUDENTS FOR STATE LICENSURE?

YES, THE PROGRAM IS DESIGNED TO MEET THE EDUCATIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSURE IN VIRGINIA AND HELPS PREPARE
STUDENTS FOR THE NATIONAL BOARD EXAM REQUIRED FOR FUNERAL SERVICE PROFESSIONALS.

\WHAT COURSES ARE INCLUDED IN THE JOHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE MORTUARY
SCIENCE CURRICULUM?

THE CURRICULUM INCLUDES COURSES IN EMBALMING, RESTORATIVE ART, FUNERAL SERVICE MANAGEMENT, ANATOMY,
MICROBIOLOGY, AND BUSINESS PRACTICES RELATED TO FUNERAL SERVICES.

IS THERE A CLINICAL OR HANDS-ON COMPONENT IN THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM AT
JoHN TyLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE?

YES/ THE PROGRAM INCLUDES HANDS-ON TRAINING IN EMBALMING AND RESTORATIVE ART LABS, AS WELL AS INTERNSHIPS WITH
LOCAL FUNERAL HOMES TO PROVIDE PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE.

How LONG DOES IT TAKE TO COMPLETE THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM AT JOHN



TyLer CoMMUNITY COLLEGE?

THE ASSOCIATE DEGREE PROGRAM TYPICALLY TAKES ABOUT TWO YEARS TO COMPLETE IF ATTENDING FULL-TIME.

\WHAT CAREER OPPORTUNITIES ARE AVAILABLE AFTER GRADUATING FROM JOHN T YLER
CoMMUNITY COLLEGE'S MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAMP

GRADUATES CAN WORK AS LICENSED FUNERAL DIRECTORS, EMBALMERS, FUNERAL SERVICE MANAGERS, OR IN RELATED ROLES
WITHIN FUNERAL HOMES, CEMETERIES, AND CREMATORIES.

Does _JOHN TyLErR CoMMUNITY COLLEGE PROVIDE FINANCIAL AID FOR STUDENTS IN THE
MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM?

YES, STUDENTS ENROLLED IN THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID, SCHOLARSHIPS, AND
GRANTS OFFERED BY THE COLLEGE AND EXTERNAL ORGANIZATIONS.

ARE THERE ANY TRANSFER OPTIONS AFTER COMPLETING MORTUARY SCIENCE AT JOHN
TyLer CoMMUNITY COLLEGE?

W/HILE THE PROGRAM IS PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON PREPARING STUDENTS FOR IMMEDIATE ENTRY INTO THE FUNERAL SERVICE
PROFESSION, SOME CREDITS MAY TRANSFER TO FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTIONS OFFERING RELATED DEGREES.

\WHAT ARE THE ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM AT
JonN TyLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE?

APPLICANTS MUST HAVE A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA OR GED, SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO THE COLLEGE, AND MEET ANY SPECIFIC
PREREQUISITES FOR SCIENCE AND HEALTH-RELATED COURSES.

How DoES JoHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE SUPPORT MORTUARY SCIENCE STUDENTS
IN JOB PLACEMENT?

THE COLLEGE'S CAREER SERVICES OFFER JOB PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE, RESUME WORKSHOPS, AND CONNECTIONS WITH LOCAL
FUNERAL HOMES TO HELP STUDENTS FIND EMPLOYMENT AFTER GRADUATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. INTRODUCTION TO MORTUARY SCIENCE AT JOHN TyLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE PROVIDES AN OVERVIEW OF THE MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM OFFERED AT JOHN T YLER
CoMMUNITY COLLEGE. IT COVERS THE CURRICULUM, KEY COURSES, AND THE PRACTICAL SKILLS STUDENTS ACQUIRE. THE BOOK
ALSO HIGHLIGHTS THE CAREER OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE AFTER GRADUATION AND THE ETHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES OF FUNERAL
SERVICE PROFESSIONALS.

2. FuneraL Service EbucATION: A JoHN TyLer ComMuniTY COLLEGE PERSPECTIVE

FOCUSING ON THE EDUCATIONAL FRAMEWORK OF JOHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE’S MORTUARY SCIENCE PROGRAM, THIS BOOK
DETAILS THE TEACHING METHODOLOGIES AND HANDS-ON TRAINING INVOLVED. |T INCLUDES INTERVIEWS WITH FACULTY AND
ALUMNI, GIVING INSIGHTS INTO HOW THE PROGRAM PREPARES STUDENTS FOR THE FUNERAL SERVICE INDUSTRY.

3. EMBALMING TECHNIQUES AND PRACTICES: JOHN T YLER MORTUARY SCIENCE INSIGHTS

THIS TECHNICAL MANUAL DELVES INTO EMBALMING PROCEDURES TAUGHT AT JOHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE. IT EXPLAINS
THE SCIENCE BEHIND PRESERVATION, THE EQUIPMENT USED, AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS. THE BOOK SERVES AS A PRACTICAL
REFERENCE FOR STUDENTS AND PROFESSIONALS AIMING TO REFINE THEIR EMBALMING SKILLS.

4. FUNERAL DIRECTING AND MANAGEMENT: FOUNDATIONS FROM JOHN T YLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE



COVERING THE ESSENTIALS OF FUNERAL DIRECTING, THIS BOOK OUTLINES THE LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS TAUGHT
ATJOHN TYLER. TOPICS INCLUDE FUNERAL PLANNING, GRIEF COUNSELING, AND BUSINESS MANAGEMENT WITHIN FUNERAL HOMES. IT
IS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE SIDE OF MORTUARY SCIENCE.

5. LEGAL AND ETHICAL ISSUES IN MORTUARY SCIENCE: JoHN TYLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE APPROACH

ADDRESSING THE COMPLEX LEGAL AND ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS IN THE FUNERAL SERVICE PROFESSION, THIS BOOK OFFERS A
DETAILED LOOK AT THE GUIDELINES TAUGHT AT JOHN T YLER. |IT EXPLORES CASE STUDIES, STATE REGULATIONS, AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF MAINTAINING PROFESSIONAL INTEGRITY IN MORTUARY PRACTICE.

6. PATHOLOGY AND ANATOMY FOR MORTUARY SCIENCE STUDENTS AT _JOHN TYLER

THIS TEXTBOOK PROVIDES FOUNDATIONAL KNOWLEDGE IN HUMAN ANATOMY AND PATHOLOGY TAILORED SPECIFICALLY FOR
MORTUARY SCIENCE STUDENTS. |T EMPHASIZES THE BIOLOGICAL ASPECTS NECESSARY FOR EFFECTIVE EMBALMING AND
RESTORATIVE ART, WITH EXAMPLES DRAWN FROM THE JOHN TYLER CURRICULUM.

7. RESTORATIVE ART TECHNIQUES: SkiLLS DeveLoPED AT JoHN TyLER COMMUNITY COLLEGE

FOCUSING ON THE ARTISTIC SIDE OF MORTUARY SCIENCE, THIS BOOK TEACHES RESTORATIVE ART METHODS USED TO PREPARE
DECEASED INDIVIDUALS FOR VIEWING. |T COVERS FACIAL RECONSTRUCTION, COSMETIC APPLICATION, AND HAIRDRESSING,
HIGHLIGHTING THE HANDS-ON TRAINING PROVIDED BY JOHN T YLER’S PROGRAM.

8. CAREER PATHWAYS IN MORTUARY SCIENCE: OPPORTUNITIES AFTER JOHN T YLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE

THIS CAREER GUIDE OUTLINES VARIOUS PROFESSIONAL AVENUES AVAILABLE TO GRADUATES OF THE JOHN T YLER MORTUARY
SCIENCE PROGRAM. |T INCLUDES ADVICE ON LICENSURE, CONTINUING EDUCATION, AND SPECIALIZATION OPTIONS SUCH AS
CREMATORY OPERATION AND GRIEF COUNSELING.

Q. HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES ON MORTUARY SCIENCE EDUCATION AT_JOHN TyLER CoMMUNITY COLLEGE

OFFERING A HISTORICAL OVERVIEW, THIS BOOK TRACES THE DEVELOPMENT OF MORTUARY SCIENCE EDUCATION AT JOHN T YLER
CoMMUNITY COLLEGE. |T REFLECTS ON CHANGES IN CURRICULUM, ADVANCEMENTS IN TECHNOLOGY, AND THE EVOLVING ROLE OF
FUNERAL SERVICE PROFESSIONALS OVER TIME.
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