Is sirach in the protestant bible

is sirach in the protestant bible is a question that often arises among those studying biblical texts
and the differences between various Christian canons. Sirach, also known as Ecclesiasticus, is a book
of wisdom literature that was widely respected in certain Christian traditions but is absent from
others. Understanding whether Sirach is included in the Protestant Bible requires exploring the
historical development of the biblical canon, the distinctions between Protestant, Catholic, and
Orthodox Bibles, and the reasons behind the acceptance or exclusion of certain texts. This article will
examine the status of Sirach within Protestantism, its origins, and its place in other Christian
traditions. Additionally, it will discuss the implications of its exclusion for Protestant theology and
biblical study. The following sections provide a detailed overview of these aspects.

Historical Background of Sirach

Sirach and the Protestant Biblical Canon

Sirach in Catholic and Orthodox Bibles

Reasons for the Exclusion of Sirach in Protestantism

e Theological and Practical Implications

Historical Background of Sirach

Sirach, also known as the Book of Ecclesiasticus, is a work of Jewish wisdom literature written by Jesus
ben Sirach around 200-175 BCE. It is composed in Hebrew, although the original Hebrew text was lost
for centuries and rediscovered only in the 19th and 20th centuries. The book offers practical guidance
on ethical behavior, piety, and living a virtuous life, blending traditional Jewish teachings with
reflections on human nature and divine wisdom.

Authorship and Composition

The book was authored by Jesus ben Sirach, a Jewish scribe and sage, who compiled this work to
instruct readers in the fear of the Lord and in moral living. Written originally in Hebrew, it was later
translated into Greek, which became the version widely circulated in early Christianity. Sirach holds a
similar place in wisdom literature alongside Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, offering insight into Jewish
thought during the Second Temple period.



Historical Reception

Sirach was highly regarded in many Jewish communities and was included in the Septuagint, the
Greek translation of Hebrew scriptures used by Hellenistic Jews and early Christians. Despite its
popularity, its canonical status was debated, particularly in Jewish circles after the destruction of the
Second Temple. Early Christians adopted the Septuagint, and thus Sirach was considered scriptural by
many early Church Fathers.

Sirach and the Protestant Biblical Canon

The question is Sirach in the Protestant Bible can be answered definitively: Sirach is not included in
the Protestant Old Testament. Protestant Bibles follow a canon that excludes several books found in
the Catholic and Orthodox canons, collectively known as the Apocrypha or Deuterocanonical books.
Sirach is one of these excluded texts.

Protestant Canon Formation

The Protestant Old Testament typically aligns with the Hebrew Bible in terms of the books included.

During the Reformation in the 16th century, reformers like Martin Luther emphasized a return to the
Hebrew Masoretic Text as the basis for the Old Testament canon. Consequently, books not found in

the Hebrew Bible, including Sirach, Tobit, and Judith, were omitted from the Protestant canon.

Position of Sirach in Protestant Bibles

Sirach is generally classified as part of the Apocrypha in Protestant traditions. While it may appear in
some Protestant editions of the Bible, it is placed in a separate section and is not considered
canonical or authoritative for doctrine. Its use is often limited to historical or literary study rather than
religious instruction or theological foundation.

Sirach in Catholic and Orthodox Bibles

Unlike the Protestant Bible, the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Bibles include Sirach as part of their
canonical scriptures. Its inclusion reflects different criteria and traditions regarding the biblical canon.

Catholic Canon and the Council of Trent

The Catholic Church officially canonized Sirach as part of the Deuterocanonical books during the
Council of Trent (1545-1563). This council affirmed the inclusion of several books that were disputed



or excluded by Protestant reformers. Sirach is recognized as inspired scripture and is incorporated
into the Old Testament of Catholic Bibles.

Eastern Orthodox Tradition

The Eastern Orthodox Church also includes Sirach in its canon, often placing it among the wisdom

literature. The Orthodox tradition relies heavily on the Septuagint, which contains Sirach, and thus
embraces it as canonical. The book is used liturgically and in theological reflection within Orthodox
Christianity.

Reasons for the Exclusion of Sirach in Protestantism

The exclusion of Sirach from the Protestant Bible stems from several historical, theological, and
textual factors. Understanding these reasons clarifies why is Sirach in the Protestant Bible is
answered in the negative.

Hebrew Bible Authority

One primary reason for excluding Sirach is that it is not part of the Hebrew Masoretic Text, which
became the standard for Protestant Old Testament canon. Reformers prioritized the Hebrew
scriptures over the Greek Septuagint, viewing the Hebrew text as the original and authoritative
source.

Concerns About Inspiration and Doctrine

Some Protestant leaders questioned the divine inspiration of Sirach, noting its absence from the
Jewish canon established after the Second Temple period. Additionally, certain teachings in Sirach
were seen as inconsistent with Protestant doctrinal principles, leading to further skepticism about its
canonical status.

Reformation Principles

The Reformation emphasized sola scriptura, the principle that scripture alone is the ultimate
authority. Books not clearly part of the Hebrew Bible were viewed as secondary and not suitable for
establishing doctrine. This led to the formal exclusion of Sirach and other Deuterocanonical books
from the Protestant canon.



Theological and Practical Implications

The absence of Sirach in Protestant Bibles has theological and practical consequences for biblical
study, liturgy, and Christian education within Protestant communities.

Impact on Wisdom Literature

Sirach offers extensive wisdom teachings, proverbs, and ethical guidance that complement other
wisdom books like Proverbs and Ecclesiastes. Its exclusion means Protestants rely on a smaller set of
wisdom texts, potentially narrowing their exposure to the breadth of ancient Jewish wisdom literature.

Use in Liturgy and Devotional Life

Since Sirach is not considered canonical, it is seldom used in Protestant liturgy or formal devotional
readings. Conversely, Catholic and Orthodox traditions incorporate it into readings and prayers,
reflecting differing approaches to scriptural inspiration and tradition.

Role in Biblical Scholarship

Despite its non-canonical status in Protestantism, Sirach remains an important text for scholars
studying intertestamental literature, Jewish thought, and early Christian history. It provides valuable
context for understanding the development of biblical wisdom and ethical teachings.

Sirach enriches the understanding of Jewish wisdom traditions.

Its exclusion highlights differences in biblical canon formation.

Protestant theology emphasizes Hebrew canon authority.

Catholic and Orthodox traditions maintain a broader canon.

e Sirach's teachings continue to influence Christian ethics outside Protestantism.

Frequently Asked Questions

Is the Book of Sirach included in the Protestant Bible?

No, the Book of Sirach is not included in the Protestant Bible. It is considered part of the Apocrypha



and is included in the Catholic and Orthodox canons but not in the Protestant canon.

Why is Sirach excluded from the Protestant Bible?

Sirach is excluded from the Protestant Bible because during the Reformation, Protestant reformers
chose to follow the Hebrew Bible canon, which does not include Sirach, considering it non-canonical or
apocryphal.

Where can | find the Book of Sirach if it’s not in the Protestant
Bible?

The Book of Sirach is found in the Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Bibles, often included in the
Deuterocanonical books section or Apocrypha, but it is generally omitted from most Protestant Bible
editions.

What is the significance of Sirach in Christian traditions that
include it?

In traditions that include Sirach, such as Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy, it is valued for its
wisdom literature, offering ethical teachings and practical advice on living a virtuous life.

Are there Protestant versions of the Bible that include Sirach?

Some Protestant Bibles include the Apocrypha as a separate section for historical or educational
purposes, where Sirach can be found, but it is not considered canonical or inspired scripture in
Protestantism.

How do scholars view the Book of Sirach’s canonical status?

Scholars recognize that the Book of Sirach is an important work of Jewish wisdom literature from the
Second Temple period, but its canonical status varies: it is accepted in Catholic and Orthodox canons
but rejected by most Protestant traditions.

Additional Resources

1. Proverbs

Proverbs is a collection of wise sayings and instructions primarily attributed to King Solomon. It offers
practical advice on how to live a moral, disciplined, and successful life. The book emphasizes the
importance of wisdom, fear of the Lord, and righteous behavior, making it a key text for ethical
guidance in the Protestant Bible.

2. Ecclesiastes

Ecclesiastes explores the meaning and purpose of life, often reflecting on the vanity and fleeting
nature of worldly pursuits. Traditionally attributed to Solomon, it presents a philosophical perspective
on human existence and encourages readers to find fulfillment through reverence for God. The book’s
contemplative tone contrasts with the practical wisdom found in Proverbs.



3.Job

The Book of Job addresses the problem of suffering and the nature of divine justice. It tells the story of
Job, a righteous man who endures immense suffering but remains faithful to God. Through dialogues
and poetic discourse, the book explores themes of faith, patience, and the mystery of God’s ways.

4. Psalms

Psalms is a collection of poetic prayers and hymns expressing a wide range of emotions, from praise
and thanksgiving to lament and supplication. Many psalms are attributed to King David and serve as a
vital part of Jewish and Christian worship. The book provides spiritual encouragement and insight into
the relationship between humans and God.

5. Song of Solomon (Song of Songs)

This poetic book celebrates love and affection through a series of lyrical poems. It is often interpreted
allegorically as representing the love between God and His people or Christ and the Church. The text
highlights themes of desire, beauty, and the joy found in intimate relationships.

6. Wisdom of Solomon

Though not included in the Protestant canon, the Wisdom of Solomon is part of the Apocrypha and
shares thematic similarities with Sirach. It emphasizes the value of wisdom as a divine gift and
encourages righteous living. The book blends philosophical reflections with Jewish religious tradition.

7. Ecclesiasticus (also known as Sirach or Ben Sira)

Ecclesiasticus, commonly known as Sirach, is a wisdom book included in the Catholic and Orthodox
canons but excluded from the Protestant Bible. It contains practical advice on ethical behavior, piety,
and the fear of the Lord, much like Proverbs. The text aims to guide readers toward a life of virtue and
devotion.

8. Haggai

Haggai is one of the minor prophets, focusing on encouraging the people of Israel to rebuild the
Temple after the Babylonian exile. Though shorter and more specific than wisdom literature, it
emphasizes the importance of obedience to God and the blessings that follow faithful leadership. Its
messages resonate with themes of renewal and dedication.

9. Malachi

Malachi, the last book of the Old Testament in the Protestant Bible, addresses issues of covenant
faithfulness and social justice. The prophet calls the people to sincere worship and ethical conduct,
warning against corruption and complacency. The book ends with a promise of the coming messenger
who will prepare the way for the Lord, linking it to the New Testament narrative.
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