IMPACT FACTOR BMC PUBLIC HEALTH

IMPACT FACTOR BMC PUBLIC HEALTH IS A CRITICAL METRIC USED BY RESEARCHERS, AUTHORS, AND INSTITUTIONS TO EVALUATE
THE INFLUENCE AND PRESTIGE OF THE JOURNAL BMC PuUBLIC HEALTH WITHIN THE ACADEMIC AND SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY. THIS
ARTICLE PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF WHAT THE IMPACT FACTOR SIGNIFIES, HOW IT IS CALCULATED, AND ITS
SPECIFIC RELEVANCE To BMC PusLIC HEALTH. ADDITIONALLY/ THE DISCUSSION EXTENDS TO THE ROLE THE IMPACT FACTOR
PLAYS IN PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH DISSEMINATION, JOURNAL SELECTION, AND ACADEMIC CAREER DEVELOPMENT. UNDERSTANDING
THE NUANCES BEHIND THE IMPACT FACTOR OF BMC PuBLIC HEALTH OFFERS VALUABLE INSIGHT INTO THEJOURNALIS STANDING
AMONG OTHER PUBLIC HEALTH PUBLICATIONS AND ITS CONTRIBUTION TO ADVANCING KNOWLEDGE IN THE FIELD. THIS ARTICLE
ALSO EXPLORES ALTERNATIVE METRICS AND CONSIDERATIONS FOR EVALUATING JOURNAL QUALITY BEYOND THE TRADITIONAL
IMPACT FACTOR. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS WILL GUIDE READERS THROUGH THESE ELEMENTS IN DETAIL.

(UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT FACTOR

BMC PusLIc HEALTH JOURNAL OVERVIEW

e CALCULATING THE IMPACT FACTOR oF BMC PusLIC HEALTH

® SIGNIFICANCE OF THE IMPACT FACTOR IN PuBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH
® LIMITATIONS OF THE IMPACT FACTOR
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UNDERSTANDING THE IMPACT FACTOR

THE IMPACT FACTOR IS A WIDELY RECOGNIZED BIBLIOMETRIC INDICATOR THAT MEASURES THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF CITATIONS
RECEIVED PER PAPER PUBLISHED BY A JOURNAL DURING A SPECIFIC PERIOD. DEVELOPED BY EUGENE GARFIELDI THE FOUNDER OF THE
INSTITUTE FOR SCIENTIFIC |NFORMATION/ THE IMPACT FACTOR SERVES AS A PROXY FOR THEJOURNALIS INFLUENCE AND PRESTIGE
WITHIN ITS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE.

DeFINITION AND PURPOSE

THE IMPACT FACTOR QUANTIFIES HOW FREQUENTLY ARTICLES FROM A JOURNAL ARE CITED IN OTHER SCHOLARLY WORKS,
REFLECTING THE JOURNAL’S VISIBILITY AND PERCEIVED IMPORTANCE. IT IS PRIMARILY USED BY RESEARCHERS, LIBRARIANS, AND
ACADEMIC INSTITUTIONS TO ASSESS THE RELATIVE STANDING OF JOURNALS AND TO INFORM DECISIONS RELATED TO MANUSCRIPT
SUBMISSION AND SUBSCRIPTION.

CALCULATION METHODOLOGY

THE IMPACT FACTOR FOR ANY GIVEN YEAR IS CALCULATED BY DIVIDING THE NUMBER OF CITATIONS RECEIVED IN THAT YEAR TO
ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN THE TWO PRECEDING YEARS BY THE TOTAL NUMBER OF “CITABLE ITEMS” PUBLISHED IN THE SAME TWO
YEARS. CITABLE ITEMS TYPICALLY INCLUDE ORIGINAL RESEARCH ARTICLES AND REVIEWS BUT EXCLUDE EDITORIALS, LETTERS,
AND MEETING ABSTRACTS.

BMC PusLic HEALTH JOURNAL OVERVIEW

BMC PusLIC HEALTH IS AN OPEN ACCESS, PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL THAT PUBLISHES ARTICLES ON THE EPIDEMIOLOGY OF



DISEASE AND THE UNDERSTANDING OF ALL ASPECTS OF PUBLIC HEALTH. IT AIMS TO PROVIDE A PLATFORM FOR THE
DISSEMINATION OF HIGH-QUALITY RESEARCH THAT CAN INFLUENCE HEALTH POLICY, PRACTICE, AND EDUCATION ¥ ORLDWIDE.

ScopPe AND Focus AREAS

THE JOURNAL COVERS A BROAD SPECTRUM OF TOPICS RELATED TO PUBLIC HEALTH INCLUDING EPIDEMIOLOGY, HEALTH
ECONOMICS, BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES, HEALTH PROMOTION, AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH. |TS MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH
ATTRACTS SUBMISSIONS FROM DIVERSE FIELDS, ENHANCING ITS RELEVANCE AND CITATION POTENTIAL.

AUDIENCE AND REACH

BMC PusLIC HEALTH TARGETS RESEARCHERS, POLICYMAKERS, PRACTITIONERS, AND EDUCATORS INTERESTED IN PUBLIC HEALTH
ISSUES GLOBALLY. |TS OPEN ACCESS MODEL ENSURES THAT ALL ARTICLES ARE FREELY AVAILABLE, INCREASING ACCESSIBILITY
AND THE POTENTIAL FOR CITATIONS ACROSS VARIOUS SECTORS.

CALCULATING THE IMPACT FACTOR OF BMC PusLIC HEALTH

THE IMPACT FACTOR oF BMC PuBLIC HEALTH IS CALCULATED ANNUALLY BASED ON CITATION DATA PROVIDED BY CLARIVATE
ANALYTICS JoURNAL CITATION REPORTS. THIS METRIC REFLECTS THE JOURNAL’S CITATION PERFORMANCE RELATIVE TO ITS
PUBLICATION VOLUME OVER THE PRECEDING TWO YEARS.

RecenT IMPACT FACTOR TRENDS

BMC PuBLIC HEALTH HAS DEMONSTRATED A CONSISTENT UPWARD TREND IN ITS IMPACT FACTOR, INDICATING GROWING
RECOGNITION AND INFLUENCE WITHIN THE FIELD. THE RISING CITATIONS SUGGEST THAT PUBLISHED STUDIES ARE FREQUENTLY
REFERENCED IN SUBSEQUENT RESEARCH, WHICH IS A TESTAMENT TO THE_JOURNAL/S QUALITY AND RELEVANCE.

FACTORS INFLUENCING THE IMPACT FACTOR

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO THE IMPACT FACTOR OF BMC PuBLIC HEALTH, INCLUDING:

® THE QUALITY AND NOVELTY OF PUBLISHED RESEARCH
® THE JOURNAL’S OPEN ACCESS POLICY ENHANCING ARTICLE VISIBILITY
® TIMELINESS AND RELEVANCE OF TOPICS COVERED

e EFFECTIVE EDITORIAL AND PEER-REVIEW PROCESSES ENSURING SCIENTIFIC RIGOR

COLLABORATIONS WITH RESEARCHERS FROM DIVERSE GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATIONS

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE IMPACT FACTOR IN PuBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH

THE IMPACT FACTOR oF BMC PuBLIC HEALTH PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE DISSEMINATION AND PERCEPTION OF
PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH. | T INFLUENCES WHERE AUTHORS CHOOSE TO SUBMIT THEIR WORK AND HOW INSTITUTIONS EVALUATE
ACADEMIC CONTRIBUTIONS.



AUTHOR AND RESEARCHER CONSIDERATIONS

RESEARCHERS OFTEN SEEK TO PUBLISH IN JOURNALS WITH HIGHER IMPACT FACTORS TO MAXIMIZE THE VISIBILITY AND CREDIBILITY
OF THEIR WORK. FOR PUBLIC HEALTH PROFESSIONALS, PUBLISHING IN BMC PuBLIC HEALTH CAN ENHANCE CAREER ADVANCEMENT
OPPORTUNITIES AND RESEARCH FUNDING PROSPECTS.

INSTITUTIONAL AND FUNDING IMPLICATIONS

UNIVERSITIES AND FUNDING AGENCIES MAY USE THE JOURNAL IMPACT FACTOR AS A METRIC TO ASSESS RESEARCH OUTPUT
QUALITY. A STRONG IMPACT FACTOR FOR BMC PuBLIC HEALTH REFLECTS WELL ON AFFILIATED INSTITUTIONS AND CAN
INFLUENCE GRANT AWARDS AND RESOURCE ALLOCATION.

LIMITATIONS OF THE IMPACT FACTOR

DESPITE ITS WIDESPREAD USE, THE IMPACT FACTOR HAS RECOGNIZED LIMITATIONS THAT AFFECT ITS RELIABILITY AS A SOLE
MEASURE OF JOURNAL QUALITY, INCLUDING FOR BMC PusLIC HEALTH.

DISCIPLINARY V ARIABILITY

IMPACT FACTORS VARY SIGNIFICANTLY ACROSS DIFFERENT SCIENTIFIC FIELDS DUE TO DIFFERENCES IN CITATION BEHAVIORS.
PusLIC HEALTH JOURNALS, INCLUDING BMC PusLIc HEALTH, MAY HAVE LOWER IMPACT FACTORS COMPARED TO JOURNALS IN
OTHER BIOMEDICAL FIELDS, WHICH DOES NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT LOWER QUALITY.

TiMe FRAME CONSTRAINTS

THE TWO-YEAR CITATION WINDOW USED FOR CALCULATING THE IMPACT FACTOR MAY NOT ADEQUATELY CAPTURE THE LONG-
TERM INFLUENCE OF PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH, WHICH OFTEN HAS A GRADUAL CITATION ACCUMULATION.

POTENTIAL FOR MISUSE

OVERRELIANCE ON THE IMPACT FACTOR CAN LEAD TO UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES SUCH AS CITATION MANIPULATION,
PUBLICATION BIAS TOWARDS TRENDY TOPICS, AND UNDERVALUING IMPORTANT BUT LESS-CITED RESEARCH.

ALTERNATIVE METRICS FOR_JOURNAL EVALUATION

TO COMPLEMENT THE IMPACT FACTOR, VARIOUS ALTERNATIVE METRICS HAVE BEEN DEVELOPED TO PROVIDE A MORE
COMPREHENSIVE ASSESSMENT OF JOURNAL INFLUENCE, INCLUDING FOR BMC PusLIC HEALTH.

EIGENFACTOR SCORE

THE EIGENFACTOR SCORE MEASURES THE OVERALL INFLUENCE OF A JOURNAL IN THE SCIENTIFIC COMMUNITY BY CONSIDERING THE
ORIGIN OF CITATIONS AND WEIGHTING CITATIONS FROM MORE INFLUENTIAL JOURNALS HIGHER THAN OTHERS.

ARTICLE-LEVEL METRICS

THESE METRICS EVALUATE THE IMPACT OF INDIVIDUAL ARTICLES RATHER THAN THE JOURNAL AS A WHOLE. THEY INCLUDE



CITATION COUNTS, DOWNLOADS, SOCIAL MEDIA MENTIONS, AND ALTMETRICS, OFFERING A BROADER PERSPECTIVE ON RESEARCH
DISSEMINATION.

H-INDEX AND SNIP

THE H-INDEX COMBINES PRODUCTIVITY AND CITATION IMPACT, WHILE SOURCE NORMALIZED IMPACT PER PAPER (SNIP)
ACCOUNTS FOR FIELD-SPECIFIC CITATION PRACTICES, PROVIDING NORMALIZED COMPARISONS AMONG JOURNALS.

1. CONSIDER MULTIPLE METRICS TO EVALUATE JOURNAL QUALITY COMPREHENSIVELY.
2. RECOGNIZE THE STRENGTHS AND LIMITATIONS OF EACH METRIC.

3. Focus ON THE RELEVANCE AND RIGOR OF PUBLISHED RESEARCH ALONGSIDE IMPACT INDICATORS.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE IMPACT FACTOR oF BMC PusLIC HEALTH?

THE IMPACT FACTOR OF BMC PUBLIC HEALTH VARIES ANNUALLY; AS OF THE LATEST JOURNAL CITATION REPORTS, IT IS
APPROXIMATELY 4.2, REFLECTING ITS INFLUENCE IN THE FIELD OF PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH.

How Is THE IMPACT FACTOR oF BMC PusLIC HEALTH CALCULATED?

THE IMPACT FACTOR IS CALCULATED BY DIVIDING THE NUMBER OF CITATIONS IN A GIVEN YEAR TO ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN THE
PREVIOUS TWO YEARS BY THE TOTAL NUMBER OF ARTICLES PUBLISHED IN THOSE TWO YEARS IN BMC PuBLIC HEALTH.

\WHY IS THE IMPACT FACTOR IMPORTANT FOR BMC PusLIC HEALTH?

THE IMPACT FACTOR INDICATES THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF CITATIONS TO RECENT ARTICLES AND HELPS AUTHORS AND READERS
ASSESS THEJOURNAL/S PRESTIGE AND INFLUENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH.

HAs THE IMPACT FACTOR oF BMC PusLIC HEALTH INCREASED RECENTLY?

YES/ BMC PusLIC HEALTH HAS SEEN A STEADY INCREASE IN ITS IMPACT FACTOR OVER RECENT YEARS DUE TO ITS GROWING
REPUTATION AND THE QUALITY AND RELEVANCE OF PUBLISHED RESEARCH.

\X/HERE CAN | FIND THE OFFICIAL IMPACT FACTOR FOr BMC PusLIC HEALTH?

THE OFFICIAL IMPACT FACTOR CAN BE FOUND IN THE JOURNAL CITATION RePorTS (JCR) PROVIDED BY CLARIVATE ANALYTICS
OR ON THE JOURNAL'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE UNDER METRICS OR JOURNAL INFORMATION SECTIONS.

Does BMC PusLIC HEALTH HAVE A HIGH IMPACT FACTOR COMPARED TO OTHER PUBLIC
HEALTH JOURNALS?

BMC PusLIC HEALTH HAS A COMPETITIVE IMPACT FACTOR THAT RANKS IT WELL AMONG OPEN-ACCESS PUBLIC HEALTH
JOURNALS, THOUGH SOME SPECIALIZED OR LONG-ESTABLISHED JOURNALS MAY HAVE HIGHER VALUES.



CAN THE IMPACT FACTOR OF BMC PuBLIC HEALTH INFLUENCE WHERE RESEARCHERS
SUBMIT THEIR WORK?

YES, RESEARCHERS OFTEN CONSIDER THE IMPACT FACTOR WHEN CHOOSING A JOURNAL FOR SUBMISSION, AS HIGHER IMPACT
FACTORS CAN INDICATE GREATER VISIBILITY AND RECOGNITION OF THEIR W ORK.

ARE THERE ALTERNATIVE METRICS TO IMPACT FACTOR FOR EVALUATING BMC PusLIC
HeALTH?

YES, ALTERNATIVE METRICS INCLUDE THE H-INDEX, CITESCORE, ALTMETRIC SCORES, AND ARTICLE-LEVEL METRICS, WHICH
PROVIDE A BROADER EVALUATION OF THE JOURNAL’S IMPACT BEYOND CITATION COUNTS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. UNDERSTANDING IMPACT FACTORS IN PUBLIC HEAL TH_ JOURNALS

THIS BOOK PROVIDES A COMPREHENSIVE OVERVIEW OF IMPACT FACTORS, FOCUSING ON THEIR SIGNIFICANCE W/ITHIN PUBLIC
HEALTH RESEARCH. |T EXPLAINS HOW IMPACT FACTORS ARE CALCULATED AND DISCUSSES THEIR INFLUENCE ON ACADEMIC
PUBLISHING AND RESEARCH FUNDING. THE TEXT ALSO OFFERS GUIDANCE ON INTERPRETING IMPACT FACTORS CRITICALLY,
ESPECIALLY IN THE CONTEXT OF JOURNALS LIKE BMC PugLIC HEALTH.

2. PUBLISHING IN BMC PusLic HEALTH: A GUIDE FOR RESEARCHERS

TARGETED AT EARLY-CAREER RESEARCHERS, THIS GUIDE WALKS READERS THROUGH THE PROCESS OF PREPARING AND SUBMITTING
MANUSCRIPTS TO BMC PUBLIC HEALTH. IT COVERS TOPICS SUCH AS SELECTING RELEVANT RESEARCH TOPICS, UNDERST ANDING
PEER REVIEW, AND STRATEGIES TO INCREASE THE VISIBILITY AND IMPACT OF PUBLICATIONS. THE BOOK ALSO HIGHLIGHTS HOW
IMPACT FACTORS CAN AFFECT PUBLISHING DECISIONS.

3. MeTrICS AND MEASURES: EVALUATING RESEARCH IMPACT IN PUBLIC HEALTH

THIS TITLE EXPLORES VARIOUS METRICS USED TO EVALUATE RESEARCH IMPACT BEYOND TRADITIONAL IMPACT FACTORS. IT
DELVES INTO ALTERNATIVE METRICS, CITATION ANALYSIS, AND THE ROLE OF OPEN-ACCESS JOURNALS LIKE BMC PusLIC HEALTH
IN DISSEMINATING PUBLIC HEALTH KNOWLEDGE. | HE BOOK EMPHASIZES THE IMPORTANCE OF A MULTI-FACETED APPROACH TO
ASSESSING RESEARCH INFLUENCE.

4. THe RoLE oF OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS IN SHAPING PUBLIC HEAL TH RESEARCH

FOCUSING ON THE RISE OF OPEN ACCESS JOURNALS, THIS BOOK EXAMINES THEIR CONTRIBUTION TO INCREASING THE
ACCESSIBILITY AND IMPACT OF PUBLIC HEALTH STUDIES. BMC PuUBLIC HEALTH SERVES AS A CASE STUDY TO ILLUSTRATE
TRENDS IN PUBLICATION, CITATION PRACTICES, AND IMPACT FACTOR DYNAMICS. THE AUTHOR DISCUSSES HOW OPEN ACCESS
CAN DEMOCRATIZE KNOWLEDGE AND AFFECT RESEARCH EVALUATION.

5. IMPACT FAcTOrR CONTROVERSIES: INSIGHTS FROM PUBLIC HEAL TH PUBLISHING

THIS CRITICAL ANALYSIS ADDRESSES THE DEBATES SURROUNDING THE USE AND MISUSE OF IMPACT FACTORS IN PUBLIC HEALTH
RESEARCH. |T PRESENTS VIEWPOINTS FROM AUTHORS, EDITORS, AND POLICYMAKERS, USING EXAMPLES FROM BMC PuBLIC
HEALTH AND SIMILAR JOURNALS. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES READERS TO CONSIDER ETHICAL AND PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS OF
RELYING HEAVILY ON IMPACT FACTORS.

6. ResearcH VisiBiLITY AND CITATIONS IN PUBLIC HEAL TH LITERA TURE

THIS BOOK INVESTIGATES STRATEGIES TO ENHANCE RESEARCH VISIBILITY AND CITATION RATES WITHIN PUBLIC HEALTH
DISCIPLINES. |T DISCUSSES HOW PUBLISHING IN JOURNALS LIKE BMC PuBLIC HEALTH CAN INFLUENCE AN ARTICLE’S REACH AND
IMPACT FACTOR. PRACTICAL TIPS ON NETWORKING, SOCIAL MEDIA PROMOTION, AND COLLABORATION ARE PROVIDED TO HELP
RESEARCHERS MAXIMIZE THEIR WORK’S INFLUENCE.

7. BIBLIOMETRICS FOR PUBLIC HEAL TH PROFESSIONALS

DESIGNED AS AN INTRODUCTORY TEXTBOOK, THIS WORK EXPLAINS BIBLIOMETRIC TOOLS AND THEIR APPLICATION IN PUBLIC
HEALTH RESEARCH ASSESSMENT. |T INCLUDES DETAILED CHAPTERS ON IMPACT FACTOR CALCULATION, JOURNAL RANKING
SYSTEMS, AND THE IMPORTANCE OF QUALITY VERSUS QUANTITY IN PUBLICATIONS. BMC PUBLIC HEALTH IS FREQUENTLY
REFERENCED TO ILLUSTRATE KEY CONCEPTS.



8. ADVANCES IN PUBLIC HEALTH PUBLISHING: TRENDS AND IMPACT ANALYSIS

THIS BOOK ANALYZES RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH PUBLISHING, WITH AN EMPHASIS ON DIGITAL PLATFORMS AND
IMPACT FACTOR TRENDS. |T REVIEWS HOW JOURNALS LIKE BMC PusLIC HEALTH HAVE EVOLVED OVER TIME AND THE FACTORS
INFLUENCING THEIR CITATION METRICS. THE TEXT ALSO CONSIDERS FUTURE DIRECTIONS IN PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH
DISSEMINATION.

Q. ETHICS AND EVALUATION IN PUBLIC HEAL TH RESEARCH PUBLISHING

FOCUSING ON ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF RESEARCHERS AND PUBLISHERS IN
MAINTAINING INTEGRITY IN PUBLIC HEALTH LITERATURE. [T EXAMINES HOW IMPACT FACTORS, INCLUDING THOSE OF JOURNALS
SUCH AS BMC PuUBLIC HEALTH, CAN AFFECT RESEARCH BEHAVIOR AND REPORTING. | HE AUTHOR ADVOCATES FOR TRANSPARENT
AND FAIR EVALUATION PRACTICES TO FOSTER TRUST IN SCIENTIFIC PUBLISHING.
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