i been walking harriet tubman

i been walking harriet tubman is a phrase that evokes the profound journey and legacy of Harriet
Tubman, an iconic figure in American history known for her courage, resilience, and unyielding
commitment to freedom. This article explores the multifaceted significance of this phrase, its
historical context, and its cultural impact. The phrase reflects not only the literal journeys Harriet
Tubman undertook as a conductor of the Underground Railroad but also symbolizes the broader
struggle for liberation and justice. Through detailed examination, the article highlights Tubman's
life, the symbolism behind “walking Harriet Tubman,” and how her legacy continues to inspire
movements for freedom and equality today. Readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the
phrase within historical, cultural, and modern contexts. The following sections will guide you
through the background, symbolism, historical journeys, and contemporary relevance of “i been
walking harriet tubman.”

 Historical Background of Harriet Tubman

e The Meaning Behind “I Been Walking Harriet Tubman”
e Harriet Tubman’s Role in the Underground Railroad

e Symbolism and Cultural Significance

e Modern Interpretations and Legacy

Historical Background of Harriet Tubman

Harriet Tubman was born into slavery around 1822 in Maryland. She escaped slavery in 1849 but
did not settle into freedom quietly. Instead, she became a leading abolitionist and conductor on the
Underground Railroad, making numerous trips back to the South to lead other enslaved people to
freedom. Tubman's life story is one of bravery, sacrifice, and unwavering determination to end
slavery and promote human rights. Understanding her historical background is essential to grasp
the full meaning of the phrase “i been walking harriet tubman.”

Early Life and Enslavement

Born Araminta Ross, Harriet Tubman endured a harsh childhood under the oppressive conditions of
slavery. She suffered physical abuse and hardship, which shaped her resilient spirit. Despite the
adversities, Tubman displayed remarkable strength and intelligence from an early age. Her
experiences as an enslaved person fueled her desire for freedom and justice.



Escape to Freedom

In 1849, Tubman escaped slavery by traveling north to Philadelphia. However, her escape was not
the end of her fight; it marked the beginning of her active role in the abolitionist movement. Her
knowledge of the terrain and her network of safe houses allowed her to guide others to freedom
through the Underground Railroad.

The Meaning Behind “I Been Walking Harriet Tubman”

The phrase “i been walking harriet tubman” carries deep meaning beyond its literal interpretation. It
can be viewed as a metaphor for perseverance, courage, and the ongoing struggle for freedom. The
phrase evokes the arduous journeys Tubman undertook and symbolizes the path toward liberation
that many have walked or continue to walk in her footsteps.

Literal Interpretation

Literally, “i been walking harriet tubman” may refer to retracing the routes Harriet Tubman traveled
during her missions to rescue enslaved people. These paths often involved secret trails through
forests, rivers, and safe houses under the cover of night. Walking in her footsteps is an act of
remembrance and homage to her daring exploits.

Figurative and Symbolic Meaning

Figuratively, the phrase represents the broader journey toward social justice and equality. It reflects
the endurance required to overcome systemic oppression and the collective effort to advance civil
rights. Saying “i been walking harriet tubman” can signify alignment with Tubman'’s values of
bravery, leadership, and selflessness.

Harriet Tubman’s Role in the Underground Railroad

Harriet Tubman is best known for her critical role as a conductor on the Underground Railroad, a
secret network that helped enslaved African Americans escape to free states and Canada. Her
repeated trips into dangerous territories to guide escapees earned her the nickname “Moses.”

The Underground Railroad Network

The Underground Railroad was not a physical railroad but a covert system of routes and safe houses.
It relied heavily on the bravery of conductors like Tubman and the cooperation of abolitionists.
Tubman’s intimate knowledge of geography and her strategic planning allowed her to lead dozens of
enslaved people to freedom without being captured.



Challenges Faced During the Journeys

Tubman’s missions were fraught with danger. She faced threats from slave catchers, harsh weather,
and the constant risk of betrayal. Despite these challenges, she never lost a single passenger on her
journeys. Her resilience and tactical skills were crucial in navigating these perils.

Symbolism and Cultural Significance

The phrase “i been walking harriet tubman” also holds significant cultural symbolism. Harriet
Tubman stands as a powerful icon of resistance, hope, and empowerment, especially within African
American history and the broader struggle for civil rights.

Representation of Freedom and Resistance

Tubman symbolizes the fight against enslavement and oppression. Her legacy inspires movements
for racial justice and human dignity. The act of “walking Harriet Tubman” symbolizes carrying
forward this legacy of resistance and striving for freedom in all its forms.

Inspiration in Arts and Literature

Harriet Tubman'’s story has been celebrated and interpreted in numerous artistic forms, including
music, literature, and visual arts. These works often reference her journeys and the phrase “i been
walking harriet tubman” to evoke themes of liberation and courage.

Modern Interpretations and Legacy

Today, the phrase “i been walking harriet tubman” continues to resonate in various contexts, from
educational initiatives to social justice activism. Harriet Tubman’s legacy remains a guiding light for
those advocating equality and human rights.

Educational and Commemorative Efforts

Many schools, museums, and organizations use Tubman’s story to educate about the history of
slavery and the importance of activism. Walking tours and reenactments retrace her routes, allowing
people to engage directly with her legacy.

Continued Influence on Social Movements

Contemporary movements for racial justice often invoke Harriet Tubman as a symbol of courage and
direct action. The phrase “i been walking harriet tubman” can express solidarity with these causes
and a commitment to ongoing progress.



List of Key Aspects of Harriet Tubman’s Enduring Legacy

Symbol of bravery and leadership in the fight against slavery

Icon for civil rights and social justice movements

Inspiration for educational programs and historical preservation

Emblem of perseverance and hope amid adversity

e Representation of collective and individual journeys toward freedom

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'l Been Walking Harriet Tubman'?

The main theme of 'I Been Walking Harriet Tubman' is the journey towards freedom and the struggle
against slavery, inspired by the legacy of Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad.

Who is the author of 'I Been Walking Harriet Tubman'?

The author of 'I Been Walking Harriet Tubman' is not specified in the query; however, it is often
associated with works that honor Harriet Tubman's role in history.

How does 'l Been Walking Harriet Tubman' relate to Harriet
Tubman's life?

The phrase 'I Been Walking Harriet Tubman' symbolizes the experience of following in Harriet
Tubman's footsteps, reflecting the courage and determination required to escape slavery and seek
freedom.

Why is Harriet Tubman an important figure in the context of 'I
Been Walking Harriet Tubman'?

Harriet Tubman is an important figure because she led many enslaved people to freedom via the
Underground Railroad, embodying bravery and resilience, which the phrase 'I Been Walking Harriet
Tubman' evokes.

What lessons can readers learn from 'l Been Walking Harriet
Tubman'?

Readers can learn about the importance of courage, perseverance, and the fight for justice and
freedom, as exemplified by Harriet Tubman's life and legacy.



Additional Resources

1. Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad

This biography by Ann Petry delves into the life of Harriet Tubman, exploring her courageous efforts
to free enslaved people using the Underground Railroad. The book highlights her bravery,
leadership, and the risks she took to secure freedom for many. It is an inspiring read for those
interested in Tubman’s legacy and the broader history of abolition.

2. Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero

Written by Kate Clifford Larson, this detailed biography offers an in-depth look at Tubman'’s life,
from her early years in slavery to her work as a spy and nurse during the Civil War. The book
provides rich historical context and personal insights, making it a comprehensive portrait of
Tubman’s heroism and impact.

3. Follow the Drinking Gourd

This historical novel by Jeanette Winter tells the story of a young girl escaping slavery with the help
of Harriet Tubman. The narrative incorporates the famous song “Follow the Drinking Gourd,” which
was used as a secret guide for escaping slaves. It’s a touching and accessible story for readers of all
ages.

4. Harriet Tubman: The Road to Freedom

Written by Catherine Clinton, this book explores Tubman’s remarkable journey to freedom and her
subsequent missions to rescue others. It blends biography and history, emphasizing her strategic
skills and unwavering commitment to justice. The book also discusses Tubman’s post-war activism.

5.1 Heard the Owl Call My Name
Though not directly about Harriet Tubman, this novel by Margaret Craven shares themes of journey,
courage, and spiritual awakening that resonate with Tubman’s story. It follows a young priest’s

experiences with an indigenous community in Canada and offers profound reflections on life and
death.

6. Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad: The Road to Freedom

This graphic novel by Eloise Greenfield provides a vivid and engaging portrayal of Tubman’s life and
her vital role in the Underground Railroad. The visual storytelling format makes the history
accessible and impactful for younger readers and those new to the subject.

7. Harriet Tubman: Freedom’s Road Warrior

By Laurie Calkhoven, this biography highlights Tubman'’s fearless leadership and her work beyond
the Underground Railroad, including her efforts during the Civil War. It paints a picture of Tubman
as a multifaceted figure devoted to fighting slavery and injustice.

8. Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt

Patricia McKissack’s historical fiction centers on a young enslaved girl and the role of quilts as
signals on the Underground Railroad. While Tubman is not the main character, the book captures
the spirit of resistance and the network of support that Tubman was part of.

9. Harriet Tubman: Myth, Memory, and History

Author Milton C. Sernett examines the ways Harriet Tubman’s life has been remembered and
mythologized over time. This scholarly work explores Tubman’s enduring legacy and how her story
has inspired generations in different cultural contexts. It’s a thoughtful read for those interested in
history and memory studies.
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