
harriet tubman the moses of her people

harriet tubman the moses of her people is a phrase that captures the profound impact Harriet
Tubman had on American history as a fearless conductor of the Underground Railroad and a symbol
of liberation for enslaved African Americans. Widely celebrated for her courage, determination, and
leadership, Tubman earned the nickname "Moses" due to her role in guiding hundreds of enslaved
people to freedom. This article explores the life and legacy of Harriet Tubman, emphasizing her
contributions as a freedom fighter, abolitionist, and humanitarian. From her early life in slavery to
her daring missions on the Underground Railroad, Tubman’s story embodies resilience and hope.
The article also highlights the broader historical context of slavery in the United States, Tubman’s
work during the Civil War, and her lasting influence on civil rights movements. Readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of why Harriet Tubman remains an enduring symbol of freedom and
justice.
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Early Life and Enslavement

Harriet Tubman was born into slavery around 1822 in Dorchester County, Maryland. Born Araminta
Ross, she endured the brutal realities of enslavement from an early age. The hardships she faced
included grueling labor, physical violence, and the constant threat of family separation. Despite
these formidable obstacles, Tubman developed a strong spirit and unwavering resolve to seek
freedom. Her early experiences with slavery profoundly shaped her worldview and fueled her
determination to resist oppression.

Childhood and Family Background

Growing up in a large family, Harriet Tubman experienced the instability that was common among
enslaved families. Her parents were enslaved on separate plantations, and her family was frequently
broken apart through sales and relocations. Tubman’s childhood was marked by hard labor,
including working in the fields and performing domestic chores. At a young age, she suffered a
severe head injury caused by an overseer, which resulted in lifelong health complications but did not
diminish her resolve.



Early Signs of Resistance

Even as a child, Tubman demonstrated a rebellious spirit. She resisted cruel treatment and sought
ways to gain knowledge and strength. Stories from her youth reveal her growing awareness of the
injustice of slavery and her desire for freedom. These early acts of defiance laid the groundwork for
her later involvement in the abolitionist movement and her role as a conductor on the Underground
Railroad.

The Underground Railroad and the Role of Moses

Harriet Tubman’s most famous legacy is her work as a conductor on the Underground Railroad, a
secret network of safe houses and routes that helped enslaved people escape to free states and
Canada. Her daring missions earned her the nickname "Moses," likening her to the biblical figure
who led the Israelites out of bondage. Tubman’s courage and strategic skill allowed her to lead
approximately 13 expeditions and rescue around 70 enslaved individuals, including family members.

Becoming a Conductor

After escaping slavery in 1849, Tubman did not settle into a life of freedom alone. Instead, she
risked her life repeatedly by returning to the South to guide others to freedom. Her deep knowledge
of the terrain, use of disguises, and ability to navigate by natural signs made her an exceptionally
effective conductor. Tubman’s work was both dangerous and illegal, but her commitment never
wavered.

Techniques and Strategies

Tubman employed a variety of methods to ensure the safety of those she helped. She traveled
primarily at night, used coded songs to communicate, and coordinated with abolitionist allies along
the route. Tubman’s leadership extended beyond navigation; she provided emotional support and
instilled hope in those she guided. Her ability to organize and execute these operations made a
significant impact on the abolitionist cause.

Challenges and Risks Faced

The risks Tubman faced included capture, injury, and death. Slave catchers and bounty hunters
actively pursued her, and the penalties for aiding runaway slaves were severe. Despite these
dangers, Tubman’s resolve was unshakable, and her success inspired many others to join the fight
against slavery.



Harriet Tubman’s Civil War Contributions

During the American Civil War, Harriet Tubman expanded her role in the fight for freedom by
serving as a nurse, cook, spy, and scout for the Union Army. Her knowledge of Southern geography
and networks made her an invaluable asset in military operations. Tubman’s wartime service
underscored her commitment to the abolition of slavery and the preservation of the Union.

Service as a Nurse and Caregiver

Tubman worked in Union camps caring for wounded soldiers and formerly enslaved people who had
escaped to Union lines. Her skills in herbal medicine and nursing helped improve the health and
morale of those under her care. This humanitarian work complemented her efforts on the battlefield
and in intelligence gathering.

Military Intelligence and the Combahee River Raid

One of Tubman’s most notable contributions was her role in the Combahee River Raid in 1863.
Acting as a spy and guide, she helped lead Union forces in a surprise attack that freed over 700
enslaved people. This operation was a significant blow to the Confederacy and demonstrated
Tubman’s strategic capabilities and leadership in wartime conditions.

Legacy and Impact on Civil Rights

Harriet Tubman’s legacy as the Moses of her people extends far beyond her lifetime. She became a
symbol of courage, freedom, and resistance against oppression. Tubman’s influence can be seen in
the ongoing struggle for civil rights, equality, and social justice in the United States and beyond. Her
life story continues to inspire generations to advocate for human dignity and freedom.

Post-War Activism and Advocacy

After the Civil War, Tubman remained active in social causes, including women’s suffrage and civil
rights for African Americans. She worked with prominent activists and organizations to promote
equality and justice. Tubman also established the Harriet Tubman Home for the Aged, providing
care for elderly African Americans in need.

Recognition and Memorials

Tubman’s contributions have been commemorated through numerous statues, museums, and



educational programs. Her name has been honored on currency and in place names across the
country. These memorials serve as reminders of her extraordinary life and the enduring fight for
freedom.

Enduring Symbolism

Harriet Tubman remains a powerful symbol of liberation and resilience. The epithet "the Moses of
her people" encapsulates her role in leading enslaved African Americans out of bondage and into
freedom. Her story is a testament to the strength of the human spirit and the relentless pursuit of
justice.

Summary of Harriet Tubman’s Achievements

Led approximately 13 missions on the Underground Railroad, rescuing around 70 enslaved
individuals.

Served as a nurse, spy, and scout for the Union Army during the Civil War.

Played a crucial role in the Combahee River Raid, freeing over 700 enslaved people.

Advocated for women’s suffrage and civil rights after the war.

Established a home for elderly African Americans, demonstrating lifelong humanitarian
commitment.

Inspired generations with her courage, leadership, and dedication to freedom.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Harriet Tubman and why is she called the 'Moses of
her people'?
Harriet Tubman was an African American abolitionist and political activist who escaped slavery and
then helped others gain freedom via the Underground Railroad. She is called the 'Moses of her
people' because, like the biblical Moses, she led her people from slavery to freedom.

What role did Harriet Tubman play in the Underground
Railroad?
Harriet Tubman was a key conductor on the Underground Railroad, risking her life to lead hundreds



of enslaved people to freedom in the North and Canada. She made numerous dangerous trips to
guide others out of bondage.

How did Harriet Tubman's efforts impact the abolitionist
movement?
Harriet Tubman's courageous actions and firsthand experiences provided powerful testimony
against slavery, inspiring abolitionists and increasing support for the movement. Her work helped to
highlight the injustice of slavery and mobilize activists.

What challenges did Harriet Tubman face while leading
people to freedom?
Harriet Tubman faced constant danger from slave catchers and law enforcement, harsh
environmental conditions, and the risk of betrayal. Despite these challenges, she remained
determined and resourceful in her missions.

In what other ways did Harriet Tubman contribute to
American history besides the Underground Railroad?
Beyond the Underground Railroad, Harriet Tubman served as a spy and nurse for the Union Army
during the Civil War, worked for women's suffrage, and advocated for equal rights throughout her
life.

Additional Resources
1. Harriet Tubman: The Moses of Her People by Sarah H. Bradford
This classic biography provides a detailed account of Harriet Tubman's life, chronicling her escape
from slavery and her courageous missions to lead others to freedom via the Underground Railroad.
Bradford highlights Tubman's unwavering faith, determination, and strategic brilliance, painting a
vivid portrait of a true American hero. The book also explores Tubman's later work as a spy and
activist during the Civil War.

2. Bound for the Promised Land: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero by Kate Clifford
Larson
Kate Clifford Larson offers a comprehensive and well-researched biography that delves into
Tubman's early life, her daring rescues, and her legacy. The narrative is enriched with personal
letters and historical context, providing readers with a deep understanding of Tubman’s motivations
and the challenges she faced. This book is both inspiring and educational, suitable for readers
interested in history and social justice.

3. Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the Underground Railroad by Ann Petry
Written for younger readers, this book captures the essence of Harriet Tubman’s bravery and
leadership. Ann Petry uses straightforward language and engaging storytelling to introduce
Tubman’s achievements and the significance of the Underground Railroad. It serves as an excellent
introduction for children and young adults learning about Tubman’s impact.



4. Harriet Tubman: Freedom’s Road by Ann Petry
This biography details Harriet Tubman’s extraordinary journey from enslaved woman to fearless
freedom fighter. Ann Petry explores Tubman’s role in the Underground Railroad and her efforts
during the Civil War, emphasizing her resilience and strategic mind. The book also highlights
Tubman’s lifelong commitment to social justice and equality.

5. Harriet Tubman: The Road to Freedom by Catherine Clinton
Catherine Clinton presents a nuanced portrait of Harriet Tubman, focusing on her strategic genius
and humanitarian spirit. The book explores Tubman’s multiple roles as a conductor, nurse, and spy,
providing insight into the complexities of her life and the era she lived in. Clinton’s work is a
valuable resource for understanding Tubman’s multifaceted legacy.

6. Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad by William Still
This historical account by William Still, a key figure in the Underground Railroad, includes firsthand
stories and testimonies of escaped slaves, including Harriet Tubman’s crucial role. The book offers
an insider’s perspective on the network that helped thousands gain freedom. It is an essential read
for those interested in the collective efforts of abolitionists and freedom seekers.

7. Bound for the North Star: Harriet Tubman, Portrait of an American Hero by Kate Clifford Larson
This biography highlights Harriet Tubman’s courageous missions and the personal sacrifices she
made to liberate enslaved people. Larson combines historical research with vivid storytelling to
bring Tubman’s character and determination to life. The book also examines Tubman’s post-war
activism and contributions to women’s suffrage.

8. Harriet Tubman: The Moses of Her People (Graphic Biography) by David A. Adler and Michael A.
Cummings
This graphic biography presents Harriet Tubman’s story in an accessible and visually engaging
format. Through illustrations and concise text, readers experience the tension and triumphs of
Tubman’s life. It is an excellent resource for visual learners and young readers interested in history.

9. Harriet Tubman: The Life and the Life Stories by Milton C. Sernett
Milton C. Sernett offers a critical examination of the various narratives surrounding Harriet
Tubman’s life. This book analyzes how Tubman has been portrayed in history and memory, exploring
the intersection of fact and legend. It provides readers with a thoughtful perspective on Tubman’s
enduring cultural significance.
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