FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI PLAYS A CRUCIAL ROLE IN SUPPORTING STUDENTS TO ACHIEVE THEIR ACADEMIC
GOALS BY PROVIDING ESSENTIAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AND GUIDANCE. THIS OFFICE OFFERS A WIDE ARRAY OF FINANCIAL AID
OPTIONS, INCLUDING SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, LOANS, AND WORK-STUDY PROGRAMS, DESIGNED TO ACCOMMODATE THE DIVERSE
NEEDS OF THE UNIVERSITY’S STUDENT BODY. UNDERSTANDING THE SERVICES AND RESOURCES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE
FINANCIAL AID OFFICE CAN SIGNIFICANTLY EASE THE BURDEN OF EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES AND HELP STUDENTS MAKE INFORMED
DECISIONS ABOUT FUNDING THEIR EDUCATION. THIS ARTICLE DELVES INTO THE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI, INCLUDING APPLICATION PROCEDURES, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, TYPES OF AID, AND
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES. W/HETHER PROSPECTIVE OR CURRENT STUDENTS, THIS GUIDE AIMS TO PROVIDE COMPREHENSIVE
INSIGHTS TO NAVIGATE THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS WITH CONFIDENCE AND CLARITY.

e OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE AT UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

TvyPes oF FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

o APPLICATION PROCESS AND IMPORTANT DEADLINES

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND DOCUMENTATION

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

OVEeRVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE AT UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI SERVES AS THE PRIMARY HUB FOR ALL MATTERS RELATED TO
STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE. |T IS DEDICATED TO HELPING STUDENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR OPTIONS AND SECURE FUNDING
NECESSARY TO PURSUE HIGHER EDUCATION WITHOUT UNDUE FINANCIAL STRESS. THE OFFICE PROVIDES PERSONALIZED
COUNSELING, FINANCIAL LITERACY WORKSHOPS, AND TOOLS TO ESTIMATE COSTS AND AID ELIGIBILITY. STAFF MEMBERS ARE
KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT FEDERAL, STATE, AND INSTITUTIONAL AID PROGRAMS AND ARE AVAILABLE TO ASSIST STUDENTS
THROUGHOUT THEIR ACADEMIC TENURE.

MissioN AND OBJECTIVES

THE MISSION OF THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI IS TO ENSURE EQUAL ACCESS TO EDUCATIONAL
OPPORTUNITIES BY FACILITATING THE AVAILABILITY OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES. THE OFFICE STRIVES TO PROMOTE RESPONSIBLE
BORROWING AND EFFECTIVE USE OF AID, CONTRIBUTING TO STUDENT RETENTION AND SUCCESS. |T ALSO FOCUSES ON
TRANSPARENCY AND TIMELY COMMUNICATION, KEEPING STUDENTS INFORMED ABOUT CHANGES IN POLICIES, DEADLINES, AND

AW ARD NOTIFICATIONS.

LocATIiON AND CONTACT INFORMATION

THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE IS CENTRALLY LOCATED ON THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI CAMPUS, MAKING IT ACCESSIBLE TO ALL
STUDENTS. |T OFFERS MULTIPLE CHANNELS FOR COMMUNICATION, INCLUDING IN"PERSON CONSULTATIONS, PHONE SUPPORT, AND
EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE. ADDITIONALLY/ VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS AND ONLINE RESOURCES ARE AVAILABLE TO ACCOMMODATE
REMOTE OR OFF-CAMPUS STUDENTS.



TvyPeS oF FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE

UNDERSTANDING THE VARIOUS TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID OFFERED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI IS ESSENTIAL FOR
STUDENTS SEEKING TO FINANCE THEIR EDUCATION. THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI ADMINISTERS A BROAD
SPECTRUM OF AID OPTIONS TAILORED TO MEET THE UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH STUDENT.

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS ARE FORMS OF FINANCIAL AID THAT DO NOT REQUIRE REPAYMENT, MAKING THEM HIGHLY DESIRABLE.
THE UNIVERSITY OFFERS MERIT-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS FOR ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT, NEED-BASED GRANTS FOR STUDENTS
DEMONSTRATING FINANCIAL NEED, AND SPECIALIZED AW ARDS FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIFIC TALENTS OR BACKGROUNDS.

o FEDERAL PELL GRANT: A\WARDED BASED ON FINANCIAL NEED DETERMINED BY THE FAFSA.
o UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS: INCLUDES MERIT SCHOLARSHIPS, DEPARTMENTAL AWARDS, AND HONORS SCHOL ARSHIPS.

o STATE GRANTS: FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMS SPONSORED BY THE STATE OF OHIO FOR ELIGIBLE RESIDENTS.

LoANs

LOANS PROVIDE STUDENTS WITH THE ABILITY TO BORROW FUNDS TO COVER EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES, WHICH MUST BE REPAID
WITH INTEREST. THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OFFERS GUIDANCE ON FEDERAL STUDENT LOANS, INCLUDING
DIRECT SuBSIDIZED AND UNSUBSIDIZED LOANS/ AS WELL AS ALTERNATIVE PRIVATE LOAN OPTIONS. COUNSELING ON
RESPONSIBLE BORROWING AND REPAYMENT PLANS IS A KEY SERVICE.

X ork-STUDY PROGRAMS

THe FEDERAL W/ ORK-STUDY PROGRAM ALLOWS ELIGIBLE STUDENTS TO EARN MONEY THROUGH PART-TIME EMPLOYMENT, OFTEN
ON CAMPUS, TO HELP PAY FOR EDUCATION-RELATED EXPENSES. THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI
COORDINATES THESE OPPORTUNITIES, ENSURING STUDENTS CAN BALANCE \WORK AND ACADEMIC COMMITMENTS EFFECTIVELY.

APPLICATION PROCESS AND IMPORTANT DEADLINES

APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI INVOLVES SEVERAL STEPS DESIGNED TO ASSESS A STUDENT’S
FINANCIAL NEED AND ELIGIBILITY. THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI EMPHASIZES TIMELY SUBMISSION AND
ACCURACY TO MAXIMIZE AID OPPORTUNITIES.

FiLiNG THE FAFSA

THe FRee APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA) IS THE FOUNDATIONAL DOCUMENT FOR MOST FINANCIAL AID
PROGRAMS. STUDENTS MUST SUBMIT THE FAFSA ANNUALLY TO BE CONSIDERED FOR FEDERAL, STATE, AND INSTITUTIONAL AID.
THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE PROVIDES GUIDELINES AND ASSISTANCE FOR COMPLETING THIS FORM ACCURATELY.

INSTITUTIONAL AID APPLICATIONS

IN ADDITION TO THE FAFSA, SOME SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS REQUIRE SEPARATE APPLICATIONS OR ADDITIONAL
DOCUMENTATION. THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI MAINTAINS A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF SUCH



REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES TO HELP STUDENTS STAY ORGANIZED.

Key DEADLINES

MEETING DEADLINES IS CRITICAL TO SECURING FINANCIAL AID. IMPORTANT DATES INCLUDE:

o FAFSA suBMISSION OPENING: OCTOBER 1 ANNUALLY
¢ PRIORITY DEADLINE FOR SCHOLARSHIP CONSIDERATION: V ARIES BY PROGRAM, TYPICALLY EARLY WINTER
e FINANCIAL AID AWARD NOTIFICATION: USUALLY BY SPRING SEMESTER

® | OAN COUNSELING AND ACCEPTANCE DEADLINES: PRIOR TO DISBURSEMENT EACH SEMESTER

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS AND DOCUMENTATION

THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI SETS ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA TO ENSURE AID IS AWARDED FAIRLY AND
EFFECTIVELY. UNDERSTANDING THESE REQUIREMENTS HELPS STUDENTS PREPARE NECESSARY DOCUMENTATION AND AVOID DELAYS.

GEeNerAL ELiGIBILITY CRITERIA

TO QUALIFY FOR MOST FORMS OF FINANCIAL AID, STUDENTS MUST:

® BE ENROLLED OR ACCEPTED FOR ENROLLMENT IN AN ELIGIBLE DEGREE OR CERTIFICATE PROGRAM

e DEMONSTRATE FINANCIAL NEED AS DETERMINED BY THE FAFSA OR OTHER ASSESSMENTS

MAINTAIN SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS ACCORDING TO UNIVERSITY STANDARDS

Be A U.S. CITIZEN OR ELIGIBLE NON-CITIZEN

REQUIRED DOCUMENTATION

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS OFTEN INCLUDE:

e FAFSA CONFIRMATION AND STUDENT AID ReporT (SAR)
® TAX RETURNS AND INCOME VERIFICATION

® PROOF OF RESIDENCY OR CITIZENSHIP

ACADEMIC TRANSCRIPTS AND ENROLLMENT VERIFICATION

® | OAN ENTRANCE COUNSELING COMPLETION CONFIRMATION



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES AND SUPPORT SERVICES

THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OFFERS MORE THAN JUST AID DISBURSEMENT. |T PROVIDES A RANGE OF
RESOURCES TO HELP STUDENTS MANAGE THEIR FINANCES AND PLAN FOR THE FUTURE.

FINANCIAL LITERACY PROGRAMS

W/ ORKSHOPS AND ONLINE MATERIALS FOCUS ON BUDGETING, DEBT MANAGEMENT, CREDIT UNDERSTANDING, AND SAVING
STRATEGIES. THESE PROGRAMS EMPOWER STUDENTS TO MAKE INFORMED FINANCIAL DECISIONS THROUGHOUT THEIR ACADEMIC
CAREERS AND BEYOND.

APPEALS AND SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES

FOR STUDENTS EXPERIENCING SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN FINANCIAL SITUATIONS, THE FINANCIAL AID OFFICE CAN REVIEW SPECIAL
CIRCUMSTANCES THROUGH AN APPEAL PROCESS. THIS ALLOWS RE-EVALUATION OF AID ELIGIBILITY BASED ON UPDATED
INFORMATION SUCH AS LOSS OF INCOME OR EXTRAORDINARY EXPENSES.

CoNTACT AND SUPPORT CHANNELS

STUDENTS CAN ACCESS SUPPORT THROUGH MULTIPLE CHANNELS INCLUDING:
® [N-PERSON VISITS DURING OFFICE HOURS
® PHONE CONSULTATIONS WITH FINANCIAL AID ADVISORS
* EMAIL INQUIRIES WITH PROMPT RESPONSES

¢ ONLINE PORTALS FOR APPLICATION TRACKING AND DOCUMENT SUBMISSION

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

\WHAT TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID ARE AVAILABLE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI
FinanciAL AID OFFICE?

THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI FINANCIAL AID OFFICE OFFERS VARIOUS TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID INCLUDING SCHOLARSHIPS,
GRANTS, FEDERAL AND STATE LOANS, WORK-STUDY PROGRAMS, AND EMERGENCY AID TO HELP STUDENTS FUND THEIR
EDUCATION.

How CAN | APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI?

To APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI, STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE THE FREE APPLICATION FOR
FeoeraL STUDENT AID (FAFSA) ONLINE. THE UNIVERSITY'S SCHOOL CODE SHOULD BE ENTERED TO ENSURE THE FINANCIAL AID
OFFICE RECEIVES THE INFORMATION.

W/ HERE IS THE UNIVERSITY oF CINCINNATI FINANCIAL AID OFFICE LOCATED?

THe UNIVErRsITY oF CINCINNATI FINANCIAL AID OFFICE IS LOCATED ON THE MAIN CAMPUS, TYPICALLY IN THE BLEGEN LIBRARY
OR THE T ANGEMAN UNIVERSITY CENTER, BUT STUDENTS SHOULD CHECK THE UNIVERSITY’S WEBSITE FOR THE MOST CURRENT



LOCATION AND OFFICE HOURS.

\WHAT ARE THE DEADLINES FOR SUBMITTING FINANCIAL AID APPLICATIONS AT THE
UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI?

FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION DEADLINES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI VARY DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF AID. GENERALLY,
THE FAFSA SHOULD BE SUBMITTED AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE STARTING OCTORER 1 FOR THE UPCOMING ACADEMIC YEAR, WITH
PRIORITY DEADLINES AROUND FEBRUARY OR MARCH.

How Do | CHECK THE STATUS OF MY FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF CINCINNATI?

STUDENTS CAN CHECK THE STATUS OF THEIR FINANCIAL AID APPLICATION BY LOGGING INTO THEIR UC BEARCAT WEBPORTAL
ACCOUNT, WHERE THEY CAN VIEW AWARD NOTIFICATIONS, REQUIRED DOCUMENTS, AND THE PROGRESS OF THEIR AID
APPLICATION.

CAN INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS RECEIVE FINANCIAL AID FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF
CINcINNATI FINANCIAL AID OFFICE?

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI ARE GENERALLY NOT ELIGIBLE FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL AID, BUT
THEY MAY APPLY FOR CERTAIN UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIPS AND PRIVATE AID OPPORTUNITIES. |T'S BEST TO CONTACT THE
FINANCIAL AID OFFICE DIRECTLY FOR SPECIFIC OPTIONS.

\W/HAT SHOULD | DO IF | NEED EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE DURING THE SEMESTER
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI?

IF A STUDENT NEEDS EMERGENCY FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE DURING THE SEMESTER, THEY SHOULD CONTACT THE UNIVERSITY OF
CINCINNATI FINANCIAL AID OFFICE IMMEDIATELY AS WELL AS THE STUDENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO INQUIRE ABOUT
EMERGENCY GRANTS, LOANS, OR OTHER SUPPORT PROGRAMS AVAILABLE.

ARE THERE WORK-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY OF
CINCINNATI FINANCIAL AID OFFICE?

YES, THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI OFFERS FEDERAL W ORK-STUDY PROGRAMS THAT PROVIDE PART-TIME JOBS FOR ELIGIBLE
STUDENTS TO EARN MONEY TO HELP PAY EDUCATION EXPENSES. STUDENTS MUST INDICATE INTEREST ON THEIR FAFSA AND
MEET ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS.

How cAN | APPEAL MY FINANCIAL AID AWARD AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI?

IF A STUDENT FEELS THEIR FINANCIAL AID AWARD DOES NOT ACCURATELY REFLECT THEIR FINANCIAL SITUATION, THEY CAN
SUBMIT A FINANCIAL AID APPEAL BY CONTACTING THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI FINANCIAL AID OFFICE, PROVIDING
DOCUMENTATION THAT SUPPORTS THEIR CASE FOR ADDITIONAL AID.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. UNDERSTANDING FINANCIAL AID AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE PROVIDES AN IN-DEPTH OVERVIEW OF THE FINANCIAL AID PROCESS SPECIFIC TO THE UNIVERSITY OF
CINCINNATI. |T COVERS ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA, APPLICATION PROCEDURES, AND TYPES OF AID AVAILABLE, INCLUDING
SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS, AND LOANS. STUDENTS AND PARENTS WILL FIND PRACTICAL ADVICE ON MAXIMIZING FINANCIAL AID
OPPORTUNITIES AND MANAGING FUNDS RESPONSIBLY.

2. MaxiMIzZING Your UNIVERSITY of CINCINNATI SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS



FOCUSED ON SCHOLARSHIP AND GRANT OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI, THIS BOOK HELPS
STUDENTS IDENTIFY AND APPLY FOR FUNDING SOURCES. |T INCLUDES TIPS ON CRAFTING COMPELLING SCHOLARSHIP ESSAYS AND
MAINTAINING ELIGIBILITY THROUGH ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE. THE GUIDE ALSO EXPLAINS HOW TO COMBINE MULTIPLE AID

AN ARDS EFFECTIVELY.

3. THe ULTiIMATE GUIDE TO FAFSA For UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI STUDENTS

THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID (FAFSA) PROCESS WITH A SPECIAL EMPHASIS
oN UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI DEADLINES AND REQUIREMENTS. |T OFFERS STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS, COMMON PITFALLS TO
AVOID, AND STRATEGIES TO INCREASE YOUR FINANCIAL AID PACKAGE. A MUST-HAVE RESOURCE FOR PROSPECTIVE AND CURRENT
STUDENTS.

4. NAVIGATING STUDENT LOANS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

DELVING INTO THE COMPLEXITIES OF STUDENT LOANS, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS FEDERAL AND PRIVATE LOAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE
To UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI STUDENTS. [T COVERS INTEREST RATES, REPAYMENT PLANS, AND LOAN FORGIVENESS PROGRAMS.
READERS WILL GAIN A CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW TO BORROW RESPONSIBLY AND MANAGE DEBT AFTER GRADUATION.

5. FINANCIAL AID APPEALS AND RENEWALS: A UNIVERSITY oF CINCINNATI HANDBOOK

THIS PRACTICAL GUIDE ASSISTS STUDENTS IN APPEALING FINANCIAL AID DECISIONS AND RENEWING THEIR AID EACH ACADEMIC
YEAR. |T OUTLINES THE DOCUMENTATION NEEDED AND THE APPEAL PROCESS SPECIFIC TO THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI’S
FINANCIAL AID OFFICE. HELPFUL TIPS ARE PROVIDED TO INCREASE THE CHANCES OF A SUCCESSFUL APPEAL.

6. CoST oF ATTENDANCE AND BUDGETING FOR UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI STUDENTS

THIS BOOK OFFERS DETAILED INSIGHTS INTO THE COST OF ATTENDANCE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI, INCLUDING TUITION
FEES, HOUSING, AND OTHER EXPENSES. |T ALSO PROVIDES BUDGETING TECHNIQUES AND FINANCIAL PLANNING ADVICE TO HELP
STUDENTS MANAGE THEIR MONEY THROUGHOUT THEIR COLLEGE YEARS.

’

7. Work-STUDY OPPORTUNITIES AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

HIGHLIGHTING THE FEDERAL W/ ORK-STUDY PROGRAM AND CAMPUS EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS, THIS GUIDE EXPLAINS HOW
UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI STUDENTS CAN EARN MONEY WHILE GAINING VALUABLE WORK EXPERIENCE. |T DETAILS ELIGIBILITY
REQUIREMENTS, JOB SEARCH STRATEGIES, AND BALANCING WORK WITH ACADEMIC RESPONSIBILITIES.

8. PARENT’S GUIDE TO FINANCING EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI

DESIGNED FOR PARENTS, THIS BOOK EXPLAINS THE FINANCIAL AID LANDSCAPE FROM THEIR PERSPECTIVE. IT COVERS TAX
IMPLICATIONS, SETTING UP PAYMENT PLANS, AND WAYS TO SUPPORT STUDENTS FINANCIALLY WITHOUT UNDUE STRESS.
ADDITIONALLY, IT OFFERS ADVICE ON COMMUNICATING WITH THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI’S FINANCIAL AID OFFICE
EFFECTIVELY.

Q. ScHoLARSHIP ESSAYS AND APPLICATION TIPS FOR UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI STUDENTS
THIS RESOURCE HELPS STUDENTS WRITE WINNING SCHOLARSHIP ESSAYS TAILORED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF CINCINNATI’S

REQUIREMENTS. |T INCLUDES SAMPLE ESSAYS, PROMPT ANALYSES, AND EDITING CHECKLISTS. THE BOOK ALSO PROVIDES
STRATEGIES TO STAND OUT IN A COMPETITIVE APPLICANT POOL.
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