EXAMPLE OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENT

EXAMPLE OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IS ESSENTIAL FOR RESEARCHERS, SCHOLARS, AND PROFESSIONALS WHO AIM TO
CLARIFY THEIR PERSPECTIVES AND BIASES IN RELATION TO THEIR WORK. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES WHAT A POSITIONALITY
STATEMENT IS, ITS IMPORTANCE, AND HOW TO CONSTRUCT AN EFFECTIVE ONE WITH PRACTICAL EXAMPLES. UNDERSTANDING THE
ROLE OF POSITIONALITY IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH ENHANCES TRANSPARENCY AND CREDIBILITY, ENABLING READERS TO BETTER
INTERPRET FINDINGS. FURTHERMORE/ THIS GUIDE PROVIDES DETAILED EXAMPLES OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS TAILORED FOR
VARIOUS ACADEMIC DISCIPLINES AND PROFESSIONAL CONTEXTS. READERS WILL ALSO FIND TIPS ON WRITING THEIR OWN
POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS, ENSURING RELEVANCE AND AUTHENTICITY. THE DISCUSSION WILL FLOW THROUGH THE DEFINITION,
SIGNIFICANCE, COMPONENTS, AND EXAMPLES OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS, CULMINATING WITH BEST PRACTICES FOR
CRAFTING THESE STATEMENTS.

(UNDERSTANDING POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS

® |[MPORTANCE OF POSITIONALITY IN RESEARCH

Key COMPONENTS OF A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT

® EXAMPLE OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS

How To WRITE AN EFFECTIVE POSITIONALITY STATEMENT

UNDERSTANDING POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS

A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IS A REFLECTIVE DECLARATION IN WHICH RESEARCHERS OR PROFESSIONALS EXPLICITLY IDENTIFY
THEIR SOCIAL, CULTURAL, AND PERSONAL PERSPECTIVES THAT INFLUENCE THEIR APPROACH TO A STUDY OR PROJECT. IT
ACKNOWLEDGES THAT COMPLETE OBJECTIVITY IS CHALLENGING AND THAT ONE’S BACKGROUND CAN SHAPE INTERPRETATIONS AND
INTERACTIONS. THIS STATEMENT OFTEN INCLUDES INFORMATION ABOUT THE AUTHOR’S IDENTITY, EXPERIENCES, AND POTENTIAL
BIASES. BY ARTICULATING POSITIONALITY, INDIVIDUALS ENHANCE THE TRANSPARENCY OF THEIR WORK AND ALLOW AUDIENCES
TO CRITICALLY ENGAGE WITH THE FINDINGS. THE CONCEPT IS WIDELY USED IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH, SOCIAL SCIENCES,
EDUCATION, AND HUMANITIES.

DerFINITION AND PURPOSE

AT ITS CORE, A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IS A CONCISE ACCOUNT OF WHO THE RESEARCHER IS IN RELATION TO THE TOPIC
UNDER INVESTIGATION. |T SERVES TO DISCLOSE THE LENS THROUGH WHICH DATA IS GATHERED, ANALYZED, AND PRESENTED. THe
PURPOSE OF THIS DISCLOSURE IS TWOFOLD: TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE RESEARCHER’S INFLUENCE ON THE STUDY AND TO PROMOTE
REFLEXIVITY, WHICH IS THE PRACTICE OF CONTINUOUSLY EXAMINING ONE’S ASSUMPTIONS AND IMPACT ON THE RESEARCH
PROCESS. THIS HELPS FOSTER TRUSTWORTHINESS AND RIGOR IN ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WORK.

CoNTEXTS ofF UsAGE

POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS ARE MOST PREVALENT IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES SUCH AS ETHNOGRAPHY, CASE
STUDIES, AND PHENOMENOLOGY , WHERE RESEARCHER-SUBJECT INTERACTION IS SIGNIFICANT. HO\X/EVER/ THEY ARE ALSO
VALUABLE IN FIELDS LIKE EDUCATION, HEALTHCARE, AND SOCIAL WORK, \WHERE UNDERSTANDING ONE’S POSITIONALITY CAN
AFFECT PRACTICE AND POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS. IN ADDITION, MANY ACADEMIC JOURNALS AND INSTITUTIONS NOW ENCOURAGE
OR REQUIRE POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS TO ACCOMPANY RESEARCH MANUSCRIPTS.



IMPORTANCE OF POSITIONALITY IN RESEARCH

RECOGNIZING AND ARTICULATING POSITIONALITY IS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING ETHICAL STANDARDS AND ENSURING RESEARCH
INTEGRITY. |T HELPS TO IDENTIFY POTENTIAL BIASES THAT MAY INFLUENCE DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION.
MOREOVER, POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS CONTRIBUTE TO THE BROADER DISCOURSE BY SITUATING RESEARCH WITHIN SOCIAL
AND CULTURAL CONTEXTS, ALLOWING READERS TO CRITICALLY ASSESS THE STUDY’S VALIDITY AND APPLICABILITY.

ENHANCING CREDIBILITY AND TRANSPARENCY

BY DECLARING POSITIONALITY, RESEARCHERS PROVIDE READERS WITH A FRAMEWORK TO UNDERSTAND HOW PERSONAL
EXPERIENCES AND WORLDVIEWS MIGHT AFFECT THE RESEARCH PROCESS. THIS TRANSPARENCY BUILDS CREDIBILITY,
DEMONSTRATING THAT THE RESEARCHER HAS CRITICALLY REFLECTED ON THEIR ROLE AND INFLUENCE. |IT ALSO MITIGATES
CONCERNS ABOUT HIDDEN BIASES THAT COULD COMPROMISE THE FINDINGS.

FACILITATING REFLEXIVITY

POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS ENCOURAGE REFLEXIVITY, WHICH INVOLVES ONGOING SELF-AW ARENESS AND EVALUATION
THROUGHOUT THE RESEARCH JOURNEY. REFLEXIVITY HELPS RESEARCHERS REMAIN CONSCIOUS OF THEIR IMPACT ON PARTICIPANTS
AND DATA INTERPRETATION, LEADING TO MORE NUANCED AND BALANCED OUTCOMES. THIS PROCESS ULTIMATELY STRENGTHENS
THE QUALITY AND DEPTH OF THE RESEARCH.

Key COMPONENTS OF A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT

AN EFFECTIVE POSITIONALITY STATEMENT TYPICALLY INCLUDES SEVERAL ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS THAT TOGETHER PROVIDE A
COMPREHENSIVE VIEW OF THE AUTHOR’S STANDPOINT. THESE COMPONENTS ENABLE THE READER TO GRASP THE FACTORS THAT
MAY INFLUENCE THE RESEARCH OR PROFESSIONAL PERSPECTIVE.

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL IDENTITY

THIS ELEMENT COVERS ASPECTS SUCH AS RACE, ETHNICITY, GENDER, SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS, NATIONALITY, AND OTHER
IDENTITY MARKERS. THESE FACTORS SHAPE HOW INDIVIDUALS EXPERIENCE THE WORLD AND INTERACT WITH THEIR RESEARCH OR
PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENT. INCLUDING THIS INFORMATION HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE THE AUTHOR’S PERSPECTIVE.

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

DETAILS ABOUT ACADEMIC TRAINING, CAREER HISTORY, AND RELEVANT EXPERIENCES ARE INTEGRAL TO UNDERSTANDING HOW THE
AUTHOR APPROACHES THEIR WORK. THIS COMPONENT HIGHLIGHTS EXPERTISE AS WELL AS POTENTIAL BIASES STEMMING FROM
PREVIOUS ROLES OR AFFILIATIONS.

RELATIONSHIP TO THE RESEARCH T OPIC

CLARIFYING ANY PERSONAL CONNECTION OR VESTED INTEREST IN THE RESEARCH TOPIC IS IMPORTANT. THIS COULD INVOLVE
LIVED EXPERIENCE, PRIOR INVOLVEMENT, OR PARTICULAR VIEWPOINTS THAT MIGHT INFLUENCE DATA INTERPRETATION.
TRANSPARENCY ABOUT THESE RELATIONSHIPS STRENGTHENS ETHICAL STANDARDS.

POTENTIAL BIASES AND ASSUMPTIONS

IDENTIFYING PRECONCEIVED NOTIONS OR PERSPECTIVES THAT COULD AFFECT THE STUDY ENCOURAGES OPENNESS AND CRITICAL



SELF-REFLECTION. ACKNOWLEDGING THESE BIASES ALLOWS READERS TO INTERPRET FINDINGS WITH AN INFORMED LENS.

ExXAMPLE OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IN DIFFERENT CONTEXTS

POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS VARY DEPENDING ON THE DISCIPLINE AND PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH OR PROJECT. BELOW ARE
SEVERAL EXAMPLES ILLUSTRATING HOW TO EFFECTIVELY CRAFT THESE STATEMENTS ACROSS DIFFERENT FIELDS.

ExXAMPLE IN QUALITATIVE SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH

“As A MIDDLE-CLASS, WHITE FEMALE RESEARCHER WITH A BACKGROUND IN SOCIOLOGY, | ACKNOWLEDGE THAT MY EXPERIENCES
MAY INFLUENCE MY INTERPRETATION OF PARTICIPANTS’ NARRATIVES. MY ACADEMIC TRAINING EMPHASIZES SOCIAL JUSTICE,
WHICH INFORMS MY COMMITMENT TO ETHICAL REPRESENTATION OF MARGINALIZED VOICES. | RECOGNIZE THAT MY POSITIONALITY
SHAPES THE QUESTIONS | POSE AND THE THEMES | PRIORITIZE IN DATA ANALYSIS.”

ExAMPLE IN EDUCATION RESEARCH

“COMING FROM A BILINGUAL, IMMIGRANT HOUSEHOLD AND WORKING AS AN EDUCATOR IN URBAN SCHOOLS, | BRING A PERSONAL
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHALLENGES FACED BY ENGLISH LANGUAGE LEARNERS. MY POSITIONALITY AS BOTH AN INSIDER AND A
RESEARCHER INFLUENCES MY APPROACH TO STUDYING LANGUAGE ACQUISITION AND EDUCATIONAL EQUITY. | REMAIN VIGILANT
ABOUT HOW MY ASSUMPTIONS MIGHT SHAPE INTERACTIONS WITH PARTICIPANTS.”

ExAMPLE IN HEALTHCARE RESEARCH

“AS A HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONAL WITH CLINICAL EXPERIENCE IN MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES, | ACKNOWLEDGE THAT MY
PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND INFORMS MY PERSPECTIVE ON PATIENT CARE. MY POSITIONALITY INCLUDES AW ARENESS OF
SYSTEMIC DISPARITIES IN HEALTHCARE ACCESS, WHICH MOTIVATES MY FOCUS ON INCLUSIVE PRACTICES. | STRIVE TO BALANCE
EMPATHY WITH CRITICAL ANALYSIS IN INTERPRETING QUALITATIVE DATA.”

ExAMPLE IN ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES

“RAISED IN A RURAL COMMUNITY DEPENDENT ON AGRICULTURE, | HAVE FIRSTHAND KNOWLEDGE OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES
RELATED TO LAND USE. MY POSITIONALITY AS BOTH A LOCAL RESIDENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTIST INFLUENCES MY
RESEARCH PRIORITIES AND INTERPRETATION OF COMMUNITY-BASED DATA. | AM CONSCIOUS OF POTENTIAL BIASES STEMMING
FROM PERSONAL ATTACHMENT TO THE REGION.”

How To WRITE AN EFFECTIVE POSITIONALITY STATEMENT

WRITING A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT REQUIRES THOUGHTFUL REFLECTION AND CLARITY. THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES ASSIST
IN CRAFTING A STATEMENT THAT IS HONEST, CONCISE, AND RELEVANT TO THE RESEARCH OR PROFESSIONAL CONTEXT.

STEP-BY-STEP APPROACH

1. RerLECT ON IDENTITY: CONSIDER ASPECTS OF YOUR PERSONAL AND SOCIAL IDENTITY THAT RELATE TO THE TOPIC.

2. ASSESS PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND: IDENTIFY HOW YOUR ACADEMIC AND CAREER EXPERIENCES INFLUENCE YOUR
PERSPECTIVE.



3. EVALUATE RELATIONSHIP TO TOPIC: DETERMINE ANY PERSONAL OR PROFESSIONAL CONNECTIONS TO THE SUBJECT
MATTER.

4. ReCOGNIZE POTENTIAL BIASES: ACKNOWLEDGE ASSUMPTIONS AND VIEWPOINTS THAT MAY IMPACT YOUR WORK.

5. WRITE CLEARLY AND CONCISELY: USE STRAIGHTFORWARD LANGUAGE TO COMMUNICATE YOUR POSITIONALITY
EFFECTIVELY.

BesT PRACTICES

® MAINTAIN HONESTY AND TRANSPARENCY WITHOUT OVER-DISCLOSURE.

® TAILOR THE STATEMENT TO THE SPECIFIC RESEARCH OR PROFESSIONAL CONTEXT.
o KEEP THE STATEMENT CONCISE, TYPICALLY BETWEEN 150 T0 300 woRDS.

o USE REFLECTIVE AND CRITICAL LANGUAGE TO DEMONSTRATE AW ARENESS.

e UPDATE THE STATEMENT AS NECESSARY TO REFLECT EVOLVING PERSPECTIVES.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT?

A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IS A REFLECTIVE PIECE WHERE RESEARCHERS ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR OWN BACKGROUND,
PERSPECTIVES, AND POTENTIAL BIASES THAT MAY INFLUENCE THEIR RESEARCH.

CAN YOU PROVIDE A SIMPLE EXAMPLE OF A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT?

Yes. For ExaMpLE: “As A MIDDLE-CLASS, WHITE FEMALE RESEARCHER FROM AN URBAN BACKGROUND, | RECOGNIZE THAT MY
EXPERIENCES MAY SHAPE HOW | INTERPRET DATA RELATED TO RURAL COMMUNITIES.”

\WHY IS INCLUDING A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IMPORTANT IN RESEARCH?

INCLUDING A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT PROMOTES TRANSPARENCY BY REVEALING HOW THE RESEARCHER'S BACKGROUND AND
PERSPECTIVES MIGHT AFFECT THEIR APPROACH AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA.

\WHAT SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT?

A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT SHOULD INCLUDE THE RESEARCHER'S SOCIAL IDENTITIES (SUCH AS RACE, GENDER, CLASS),
EXPERIENCES, VALUES, AND HOW THESE MIGHT INFLUENCE THE RESEARCH PROCESS.

How DOES A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT DIFFER FROM A BIAS STATEMENT?

A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT IS BROADER, ENCOMPASSING THE RESEARCHER'S OVERALL BACKGROUND AND PERSPECTIVE, WHILE
A BIAS STATEMENT SPECIFICALLY ADDRESSES POTENTIAL PREJUDICES OR PRECONCEPTIONS THAT COULD AFFECT THE RESEARCH.



COULD YOU GIVE AN EXAMPLE OF A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT FOR A QUALITATIVE
STUDY?

CERTAINLY. “AS A FIRST-GENERATION COLLEGE STUDENT AND LATINA RESEARCHER, MY LIVED EXPERIENCES INFLUENCE MY
UNDERSTANDING AND INTERPRETATION OF PARTICIPANTS' NARRATIVES IN THIS QUALITATIVE sTupy.”

IS A POSITIONALITY STATEMENT ONLY RELEVANT IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH?

W/HILE IT 1S MOST COMMONLY USED IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH TO ACKNOWLEDGE SUBJECTIVITY, POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS
CAN ALSO BE VALUABLE IN QUANTITATIVE STUDIES TO PROVIDE CONTEXT ABOUT THE RESEARCHER'S PERSPECTIVE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. POSITIONALITY IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH: NAVIGATING IDENTITY AND POWER

THIS BOOK EXPLORES THE CONCEPT OF POSITIONALITY IN QUALITATIVE RESEARCH, EMPHASIZING HOW A RESEARCHER'S
IDENTITY, BACKGROUND, AND SOCIAL CONTEXT INFLUENCE THE RESEARCH PROCESS. |T PROVIDES PRACTICAL EXAMPLES OF
POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS AND DISCUSSES STRATEGIES FOR REFLEXIVITY. THE TEXT IS ESSENTIAL FOR RESEARCHERS AIMING
TO UNDERSTAND AND ARTICULATE THEIR POSITIONAL STANCE WITHIN THEIR STUDIES.

2. REFLEXIVITY AND POSITIONALITY: WRITING THE RESEARCHER INTO THE STORY

FOCUSING ON REFLEXIVITY, THIS BOOK GUIDES SCHOLARS ON HOW TO INCORPORATE THEIR POSITIONALITY INTO QUALITATIVE
RESEARCH NARRATIVES. |T OFFERS EXAMPLES OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS AND REFLECTS ON THE ETHICAL IMPLICATIONS OF
RESEARCHER IDENTITY. THE AUTHOR ENCOURAGES TRANSPARENCY AND CRITICAL SELF-AWARENESS THROUGHOUT THE RESEARCH
JOURNEY.

3. THE RESEARCHER’S POSITIONALITY: ETHICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERA TIONS

THIS VOLUME ADDRESSES THE ETHICAL DIMENSIONS OF POSITIONALITY IN RESEARCH, HIGHLIGHTING HOW ACKNOWLEDGING ONE’S
POSITIONAL STANCE CAN IMPACT VALIDITY AND TRUSTWORTHINESS. |T INCLUDES CASE STUDIES AND SAMPLE POSITIONALITY
STATEMENTS TO ILLUSTRATE BEST PRACTICES. RESEARCHERS ACROSS DISCIPLINES WILL FIND VALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO
MAINTAINING INTEGRITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY.

4. WRITING POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS: A PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR SCHOLARS

DESIGNED AS A HANDS-ON MANUAL, THIS BOOK BREAKS DOWN THE COMPONENTS OF EFFECTIVE POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS. T
PROVIDES TEMPLATES, EXAMPLES, AND EXERCISES TO HELP RESEARCHERS CRAFT CLEAR AND MEANINGFUL REFLECTIONS ON THEIR
POSITIONALITY. THE GUIDE SUPPORTS BOTH NOVICE AND EXPERIENCED SCHOLARS IN ENHANCING RESEARCH TRANSPARENCY.

5. PosiTIONALITY AND Power: CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES IN SOCIAL RESEARCH

THIS TEXT DELVES INTO THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN POSITIONALITY AND POWER DYNAMICS IN SOCIAL RESEARCH CONTEXTS. |T
EXAMINES HOW RESEARCHERS’ SOCIAL POSITIONS INFLUENCE DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS, AND INTERPRETATION. RICH WITH
EXAMPLES OF POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS, THE BOOK CHALLENGES READERS TO CRITICALLY ENGAGE WITH THEIR OWN
POSITIONAL INFLUENCES.

6. UNDERSTANDING POSITIONALITY IN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH

TARGETED AT EDUCATION RESEARCHERS, THIS BOOK DISCUSSES THE SIGNIFICANCE OF POSITIONALITY IN SHAPING RESEARCH
QUESTIONS, METHODOLOGIES, AND INTERPRETATIONS. |T INCLUDES ILLUSTRATIVE POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS FROM
EDUCATIONAL STUDIES AND OFFERS GUIDANCE ON REFLEXIVE WRITING. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES EDUCATORS TO CONSIDER THEIR
POSITIONALITY AS PART OF ETHICAL RESEARCH PRACTICE.

7. POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS: EXAMPLES AND REFLECTIONS FROM DIVERSE DISCIPLINES

THIS ANTHOLOGY COMPILES POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS FROM A VARIETY OF ACADEMIC FIELDS, SHOWCASING THE DIVERSITY
OF APPROACHES TO REFLEXIVITY. EACH EXAMPLE IS ACCOMPANIED BY REFLECTIVE COMMENTARY TO DEEPEN UNDERSTANDING.
THE COLLECTION SERVES AS A RESOURCE FOR RESEARCHERS SEEKING INSPIRATION AND MODELS FOR THEIR OWN POSITIONALITY
STATEMENTS.

8. CriTicAL ReFLEXIVITY: WRITING POSITIONALITY AND NAVIGATING RESEARCH BIAS
THIS BOOK EMPHASIZES THE ROLE OF CRITICAL REFLEXIVITY IN ACKNOWLEDGING AND ADDRESSING RESEARCH BIASES THROUGH
POSITIONALITY STATEMENTS. |T OFFERS STRATEGIES FOR SELF-EXAMINATION AND TRANSPARENT REPORTING. READERS WILL FIND



PRACTICAL ADVICE AND EXAMPLES AIMED AT ENHANCING THE CREDIBILITY OF QUALITATIVE RESEARCH.

Q. THE ART OF POSITIONALITY: CRAFTING YOUR RESEARCHER IDENTITY

FOCUSING ON THE NARRATIVE ASPECT, THIS BOOK TEACHES RESEARCHERS HOW TO ARTFULLY COMPOSE POSITIONALITY
STATEMENTS THAT CONVEY THEIR UNIQUE PERSPECTIVES AND EXPERIENCES. |T HIGHLIGHTS STORYTELLING TECHNIQUES AND
ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS. THE TEXT IS USEFUL FOR SCHOLARS WHO WANT TO INTEGRATE THEIR POSITIONALITY SEAMLESSLY
INTO RESEARCH WRITING.
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