eldraine draft guide

eldraine draft guide provides an in-depth exploration of drafting strategies for the Throne of Eldraine set in
Magic: The Gathering. This comprehensive article covers essential tips to navigate the unique mechanics,
card synergies, and archetypes that define Eldraine draft environments. Understanding the core themes
such as Adventure cards, food tokens, and the interplay between fairy tale-inspired creatures is critical for
success. This guide breaks down the best color combinations, key cards to prioritize, and common pitfalls to
avoid while drafting. Additionally, it offers tactical advice on deck building and gameplay to maximize
value from drafted cards. Whether new to Eldraine or looking to refine drafting skills, this article equips
players with the knowledge necessary to thrive in limited play. The following sections detail the nuances

of Eldraine drafting, ensuring a robust grasp of the format’s strategic landscape.

Understanding Eldraine Draft Mechanics

Top Archetypes and Color Combinations

Key Cards and Synergies to Prioritize

Drafting Strategies and Tips

Deck Building and Gameplay Considerations

Understanding Eldraine Draft Mechanics

The Throne of Eldraine draft environment introduces several distinctive mechanics that significantly
impact drafting decisions and gameplay. A firm grasp of these mechanics is essential for executing a
successful eldraine draft guide. The set is heavily inspired by fairy tales and Arthurian legends, featuring
mechanics such as Adventure, Food tokens, Adamant, and the newly introduced companion mechanic.

Each mechanic influences card valuation and deck construction in unique ways.

Adventure Mechanic

Adventure cards allow players to cast a spell from the same card as a creature, offering versatility and card
advantage. This mechanic creates multiple layers of value, as players can choose between a creature or an
instant/sorcery effect depending on the game state. Recognizing high-impact Adventure cards and how

they fit into your draft strategy is crucial.



Food Tokens

Food tokens are artifact tokens that can be sacrificed for life gain. Many cards in Eldraine generate or
benefit from Food tokens, providing sustain and synergy. Drafting cards that create or interact positively

with Food tokens enhances deck resilience, especially in grindier archetypes.

Adamant Mechanic

The Adamant mechanic rewards players for casting spells with specific colors of mana, usually granting
additional effects or bonuses. Prioritizing cards with Adamant requires a commitment to a color or

combination of colors, which influences drafting signals and deck consistency.

Companion Mechanic

Companions are a unique mechanic that allows a special card to start outside the deck under specific deck-
building restrictions. While companions do not enter the game during draft, understanding their deck-

building constraints helps inform card choices and deck archetype viability.

Top Archetypes and Color Combinations

Identifying the predominant archetypes and optimal color pairings in Eldraine draft is a pivotal component
of this eldraine draft guide. The set supports a variety of aggressive, midrange, and control strategies, often
centered around strong synergies enabled by the set’s mechanics. Recognizing the strengths and

weaknesses of each archetype aids in making informed draft picks and building coherent decks.

Green-White (GW) Midrange

Green-White is known for its efficient creatures, life gain synergy through Food tokens, and solid removal
options. This archetype excels at sustained board presence and value generation, leveraging cards with

Adventure and Adamant mechanics.

Blue-Red (UR) Spells and Adventure

The Blue-Red archetype focuses on leveraging Adventure spells and instant-speed interaction. It often
combines card draw, removal, and tempo plays to control the board while deploying evasive creatures to

close out games.



Black-Green (BG) Food and Sacrifice

Black-Green synergizes with Food tokens and sacrifice outlets, emphasizing incremental advantage
through token generation and value creatures. This archetype can be resilient and grindy, capable of

outvaluing opponents in longer games.

Red-White (RW) Aggro

Red-White is typically an aggressive archetype that prioritizes low-cost creatures and combat tricks. With

access to removal and haste creatures, RW aims to pressure opponents early and maintain board control.

Other Viable Color Pairings

While the above combinations are popular, Eldraine supports other decks such as Blue-Green ramp, Black-
Red sacrifice, and mono-color builds. Flexibility and reading signals during draft packs can lead to successful

alternative archetypes.

Key Cards and Synergies to Prioritize

Understanding which cards and synergies to prioritize is a core aspect of mastering Eldraine drafts. This
section of the eldraine draft guide highlights powerful cards, synergy enablers, and removal that should

influence pick order and deck construction.

High-Impact Adventure Cards

Adventure creatures such as Edgewall Innkeeper and Lovestruck Beast provide exceptional value due to
their dual functionality and synergy with spells. Prioritizing such cards often yields deck consistency and

flexibility.

Food Token Generators and Payoffs

Cards that create Food tokens, like Gilded Goose, and those that benefit from Food, such as Feasting Troll

King, form critical synergies. Drafting both sources and payoffs ensures strong mid-to-late game capabilities.

Efficient Removal Spells

Removal spells like Murderous Rider and Bonecrusher Giant are valuable picks due to their ability to



answer threats and also contribute as creatures. Efficient removal is key to maintaining board control.

Adamant Payoff Cards

Cards with Adamant abilities, for example, Robber of the Rich, reward commitment to specific colors.

These should be prioritized when the color commitment is feasible and supported by the draft pool.

Synergistic Enablers

Cards that enable tribal or mechanic synergies, such as those supporting Knights or Faeries, should be

drafted when building around those archetypes. Consistency in synergy can provide a decisive advantage.

Drafting Strategies and Tips

This section of the eldraine draft guide offers practical advice and tactics to optimize drafting decisions.

Employing these strategies can improve pick quality, color commitment, and overall deck strength.

Prioritize Flexible Cards Early

Early picks should focus on cards that fit multiple archetypes or provide high standalone value. Dual-mode

Adventure cards and versatile removal spells are prime examples.

Read Signals and Adjust Colors

Observing which colors are being passed and which are being taken allows drafters to pivot to open colors

or strong synergies. Flexibility in color choice is crucial in Eldraine draft.

Commit to Two Colors

Generally, committing to two colors yields the best mana consistency and access to Adamant bonuses. Avoid

spreading picks across too many colors, which dilutes deck quality.

Balance Creatures and Spells

A strong Eldraine draft deck balances creatures and spells, with enough creatures to apply pressure and

spells to control or protect. The Adventure mechanic supports this balance by combining both on single



cards.

Manage Curve and Removal

Maintaining an efficient mana curve and including sufficient removal spells ensures smooth gameplay and

interaction with opponents’ threats.

Deck Building and Gameplay Considerations

After drafting, effective deck building and gameplay strategies are vital to capitalize on the cards selected.
This final section of the eldraine draft guide addresses these elements to enhance performance in limited

matches.

Constructing a Cohesive Deck

Deck construction should emphasize synergy, mana base stability, and a balanced curve. Prioritize high-
impact cards, ensure the mana base supports Adamant requirements, and include enough removal and

combat tricks.

Gameplay Tips

Understanding when to leverage Adventure modes, manage Food tokens, and apply Adamant bonuses can

dictate game outcomes. Controlling the board and sequencing plays for maximum value is essential.

Sideboarding and Adaptation

‘While sideboarding is limited in drafts, adjusting gameplay tactics based on opponent archetypes and
known cards is important. Recognizing matchup dynamics and adapting accordingly increases winning

chances.

Resource Management

Efficient use of Food tokens and spell resources can prolong games and enable favorable trades. Monitoring

life totals and resource availability informs strategic decisions.



Maximizing Card Advantage

Utilizing Adventure spells and synergy cards to generate card advantage helps maintain pressure and

recover from setbacks. Prioritize plays that yield incremental value over time.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the best strategy for drafting in the Eldraine set?

The best strategy is to focus on synergy between the fairy and knight tribes, prioritize removal spells, and

leverage the Adventure mechanic to maximize card value during the draft.

Which colors are considered the strongest in an Eldraine draft?

Green and White are often considered strong colors due to their efficient creatures and solid synergy, but

Red can also be powerful with aggressive creatures and removal.

How important is the Adventure mechanic in Eldraine draft?

The Adventure mechanic is very important as it provides versatility, allowing you to cast either a spell or

a creature, increasing your options and flexibility in different game situations.

What are some key commons and uncommons to look out for in Eldraine
draft?

Key commons and uncommons include Bonecrusher Giant, Foulmire Knight, Lovestruck Beast, and

Edgewall Innkeeper, as they offer great value and synergy in limited formats.

How do fairy tokens impact draft strategies in Eldraine?

Fairy tokens enable aggressive and synergy-based strategies, especially in blue and black decks that create

multiple tokens and benefit from sacrificing or buffing them.

What archetypes should I focus on when drafting Eldraine?

Popular archetypes include Green-White Knights, Red-Green Adventures, Blue-Black Faeries, and
aggressive Red decks. Identifying signals early helps you commit to the best archetype.

How should removal spells be prioritized in an Eldraine draft?

Removal spells are crucial and should be prioritized highly, especially efficient ones that can handle a



variety of threats, as controlling the board is key to winning games.

Are there any tips for building a balanced Eldraine draft deck?

Aim for a curve that allows early plays and late finishers, include a mix of creatures and spells, prioritize

synergy cards, and ensure you have enough removal and interaction to handle opponents' threats.

Additional Resources

1. Eldraine Draft Mastery: Strategies for Dominating the Draft

This comprehensive guide dives deep into the intricacies of drafting in the Throne of Eldraine set. It
covers essential card evaluations, archetype breakdowns, and pick orders to help players make optimal
decisions. Whether you're a beginner or a seasoned drafter, this book offers valuable insights to improve

your draft performance.

2. The Art of Eldraine Drafting: Building Synergy and Power
Explore the unique mechanics and themes of Eldraine through the lens of draft strategy. This book
highlights key card synergies, mana curve considerations, and tips for reading signals from other drafters. It

also includes sample decks and analyses to illustrate effective draft builds.

3. Eldraine Draft Archetypes Explained
A detailed exploration of the main archetypes in the Eldraine draft environment. Each archetype is broken
down by color combinations, core cards, and strategic goals. This book helps players identify and commit to

archetypes early, maximizing draft success and in-game performance.

4. Magic: The Gathering — Eldraine Draft Secrets
Unlock the hidden strategies of Eldraine drafting with this insightful guide. It includes advice on
navigating complex draft tables, prioritizing rare and mythic cards, and adjusting picks based on evolving

draft dynamics. The book also offers tips for sideboarding and post-draft deck tuning.

5. From Commons to Champions: Leveraging Eldraine Commons in Draft

While rares often get the spotlight, this book emphasizes the power of commons and uncommons in
Eldraine drafts. Learn how to identify underrated commons that can carry your deck and synergize with
premium cards. This guide helps drafters build consistent, competitive decks through smart commons

selection.

6. Thriving in the Eldraine Draft Meta
Stay ahead of the curve with an analysis of the current Eldraine draft meta. This book covers popular
strategies, frequently drafted cards, and meta shifts over time. By understanding the meta, players can

better anticipate opponents’ picks and tailor their draft strategy accordingly.

7. Crafting Winning Decks: Post-Draft Deckbuilding in Eldraine



Drafting is only half the battle; this book focuses on the crucial post-draft deckbuilding phase. Learn how to
prioritize cards, balance your mana base, and optimize your deck’s synergy and curve. Practical tips and

real-world examples make this an essential resource for maximizing your draft results.

8. Advanced Eldraine Drafting Techniques
Designed for experienced drafters, this book delves into advanced concepts such as reading signals, bluff
drafting, and adapting to draft dynamics. It also discusses sideboarding strategies and in-game decision-

making to give players a competitive edge in Eldraine drafts.

9. The Complete Eldraine Draft Companion
A one-stop resource that covers everything from set mechanics to detailed card evaluations. This book
combines strategy, archetype guides, and deckbuilding advice into a cohesive manual. Perfect for players

who want a thorough understanding of Eldraine drafts and a reliable reference to consult during gameplay.
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