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denver broncos quarterback 2017 marked a significant period in the franchise’s history, characterized by
transitions and pivotal moments at the quarterback position. This year saw the Denver Broncos navigating
challenges in their offensive leadership, with changes that impacted their overall team dynamics. Understanding
the role and performance of the Denver Broncos quarterback 2017 is essential to grasp the team's strategies
and outcomes during that NFL season. This article delves into the key players who assumed the quarterback
role, their statistical achievements, and how these factors influenced the Broncos' 2017 campaign.
Additionally, the discussion includes the coaching decisions surrounding the quarterback position and the
broader implications for the franchise's future.
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Overview of Denver Broncos Quarterbacks in 2017

The 2017 NFL season presented a complex scenario for the Denver Broncos at the quarterback position.
Following the departure of legendary quarterback Peyton Manning, the team sought stability and growth
through several options. The main contenders for the quarterback role included Trevor Siemian, Paxton Lynch,
and Brock Osweiler, each bringing distinct skill sets and experience levels. The Broncos aimed to find a reliable
leader under center to restore their offensive effectiveness. This section provides an introduction to the
quarterbacks who competed for playing time and the context behind their roles during the season.

Trevor Siemian: Starting Quarterback Profile

Trevor Siemian emerged as the primary starting quarterback for the Denver Broncos in 2017. Originally
drafted in the seventh round of the 2015 NFL Draft, Siemian demonstrated resilience and adaptability in his
early career years. In the 2017 season, he started the majority of the games and was tasked with managing the
offense under head coach Vance Joseph. Siemian's style emphasized pocket passing, quick decision-making, and ball
control, even though he faced criticism for inconsistency and turnovers. His leadership was pivotal in shaping
the Broncos' offensive identity during a rebuilding phase.

Siemian’s Playing Style and Strengths

Trevor Siemian exhibited a conservative approach with an emphasis on short to intermediate throws. His
strengths included:

Accurate passing on quick routes



Effective game management under pressure

Ability to extend plays with mobility

Command of offensive reads

Despite limitations in deep ball accuracy and occasional decision errors, Siemian provided a stable starting
quarterback option for the Broncos throughout 2017.

Paxton Lynch: Expectations and Performance

Paxton Lynch was a highly anticipated quarterback prospect for the Denver Broncos, selected as the 26th
overall pick in the 2016 NFL Draft. In the 2017 season, Lynch was viewed as a potential franchise
quarterback with a strong physical presence and athleticism. However, his on-field performance did not meet the
high expectations initially set by the team and media. Lynch’s playing time was limited, and he struggled with
consistency, mechanics, and adapting to the NFL pace. This section explores Lynch’s role and challenges during
the 2017 season.

Challenges Faced by Paxton Lynch

Several factors contributed to Paxton Lynch’s difficulties in securing the starting quarterback position:

Injuries that hampered his development and availability

Lack of consistent practice reps and game experience

Adjustment issues transitioning from college to pro-level defenses

Competition from Trevor Siemian for the starting role

Despite his potential, Lynch’s 2017 season reflected the growing pains typical of young quarterbacks
adapting to the NFL.

Brock Osweiler: Veteran Presence and Contributions

Brock Osweiler returned to the Denver Broncos in 2017 after previously playing for the team from 2012 to
2015. His tenure included serving as a starter during Peyton Manning’s injury absence in prior years. In the 2017
season, Osweiler provided veteran depth and experience at the quarterback position. While not the primary
starter, his presence was valuable for mentoring younger quarterbacks and stepping in during emergencies.
Osweiler’s playing style was characterized by a strong arm and mobility, though he faced criticism for
inconsistency during his career.

Role and Impact of Brock Osweiler

Osweiler’s contributions in 2017 included:

Backing up the starting quarterback and readiness to play

Providing leadership in the locker room



Assisting in quarterback development through shared practice duties

Occasional in-game appearances during relief situations

His experience helped stabilize the quarterback room despite limited game action during the season.

Statistical Analysis of the 2017 Quarterbacks

An in-depth review of the Denver Broncos quarterback 2017 statistics reveals insights into their performance
and areas for improvement. Trevor Siemian led the team in passing attempts, completions, and touchdowns, while
Paxton Lynch and Brock Osweiler had fewer opportunities. Statistical data highlights passing yards,
completion percentage, touchdown-to-interception ratios, and quarterback ratings as key metrics.

Key Statistical Highlights

Trevor Siemian: Completed approximately 60% of his passes, throwing for over 2,500 yards, with a1.
touchdown-to-interception ratio near 13:9.

Paxton Lynch: Limited to a handful of games; showed flashes of mobility but struggled with accuracy2.
and turnovers.

Brock Osweiler: Appeared in relief with modest passing attempts, completing around 50% of his passes.3.

The overall quarterback play was a significant factor influencing the Broncos' offensive struggles during the
2017 campaign.

Coaching and Offensive Strategy Impact

The Denver Broncos’ 2017 quarterback situation was heavily influenced by coaching decisions and offensive
schemes. Head coach Vance Joseph, in his first season, emphasized a balanced offensive approach but faced
challenges integrating the quarterbacks’ varying skill sets. The offensive coordinator aimed to implement a
system that maximized short passes, controlled the clock, and supported the running game. Coaching strategies
had to accommodate quarterback limitations while seeking to develop young talent.

Impact of Coaching on Quarterback Performance

Several coaching factors shaped the quarterback outcomes:

Play-calling tailored to conservative passing to reduce turnovers

Focus on quarterback development and incremental improvements

Adjustments made to compensate for inconsistent quarterback play

Emphasis on protecting the quarterback through offensive line adjustments

Coaching played a crucial role in managing the Denver Broncos quarterback 2017 challenges and attempting
to build a foundation for future success.



Legacy and Future Outlook Post-2017 Season

The Denver Broncos quarterback 2017 season served as a transitional phase that influenced the franchise’s
long-term planning. With no definitive franchise quarterback emerging that year, the team faced decisions about
drafting, free agency, and player development. The performances and experiences of Siemian, Lynch, and Osweiler
informed the Broncos’ approach to securing stability at the quarterback position in subsequent seasons. The
2017 season highlighted the importance of quarterback consistency and leadership for the team’s overall
competitiveness.

Key Takeaways for the Broncos’ Future

Need for investing in a quarterback with franchise potential

Importance of coaching continuity and offensive system fit

Developmental focus on young quarterbacks’ skill refinement

Balancing veteran presence with emerging talent in the quarterback room

These insights shaped the Broncos’ strategies in the years following the 2017 season, aiming to rebuild their
offense around a reliable starting quarterback.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the Denver Broncos' starting quarterback in 2017?

The Denver Broncos' starting quarterback in 2017 was Trevor Siemian for most of the season.

Did the Denver Broncos have multiple starting quarterbacks in 2017?

Yes, the Broncos used multiple starting quarterbacks in 2017, including Trevor Siemian, Paxton Lynch, and
Brock Osweiler.

How did Trevor Siemian perform as the Broncos' quarterback in 2017?

Trevor Siemian had a mixed performance in 2017, throwing for 2,994 yards, 18 touchdowns, and 8
interceptions over 14 games.

Why did the Denver Broncos start using multiple quarterbacks in 2017?

The Broncos rotated quarterbacks due to inconsistent play and injuries, leading to Trevor Siemian, Paxton
Lynch, and Brock Osweiler all seeing starting time.

Who was the Broncos' quarterback drafted in 2016 and played in 2017?

Paxton Lynch was the Broncos' 2016 first-round draft pick who played as a quarterback in 2017.

Did Brock Osweiler start any games for the Broncos in 2017?

Yes, Brock Osweiler started one game for the Broncos in 2017 after returning to the team mid-season.



Additional Resources
1. “The Rise of Trevor: Denver Broncos Quarterback Journey 2017”
This book chronicles Trevor Siemian’s unexpected rise as the starting quarterback for the Denver Broncos
during the 2017 NFL season. It explores his early career, challenges faced stepping into a leadership role, and
his performance under pressure. Readers gain insight into the dynamics of the Broncos’ offense and the impact of
coaching decisions on his development.

2. “Denver Broncos 2017: A Season Through the Eyes of the QB”
Offering a behind-the-scenes perspective, this book delves into the 2017 Broncos season through the experiences
of their quarterbacks. It highlights the challenges of adapting to new playbooks, injuries, and the quest to
maintain team morale. The narrative provides a personal look at the mental and physical demands placed on
quarterbacks in a competitive NFL environment.

3. “Paxton Lynch and the Broncos QB Controversy of 2017”
Focused on Paxton Lynch, the Broncos’ first-round pick, this book examines the quarterback controversy that
unfolded during the 2017 season. It discusses Lynch’s struggles, coaching strategies, and how the team
managed quarterback rotations. The story reflects on expectations versus reality for a young QB in a high-
stakes situation.

4. “From Manning to Siemian: The Broncos QB Transition in 2017”
This title explores the transition period for the Broncos after Peyton Manning’s retirement, spotlighting how
Trevor Siemian stepped up to fill the void in 2017. It analyzes the offensive shifts and the pressure of
succeeding one of the greatest quarterbacks in NFL history. The book offers a detailed look at the evolution
of the Broncos’ quarterback position.

5. “Under Center: Inside the Broncos Quarterback Room 2017”
A detailed account of the quarterback room dynamics within the Denver Broncos during the 2017 season. This
book reveals how the quarterbacks prepared for games, their camaraderie, and the mentoring from veteran
players and coaches. It also covers the mental preparation and strategic discussions that shaped game-day
decisions.

6. “Denver Broncos 2017: Quarterback Challenges and Triumphs”
This book presents an in-depth analysis of the hurdles faced by the Broncos quarterbacks in 2017, including
injuries, turnovers, and leadership pressures. It celebrates moments of success and resilience that defined the
team’s offensive efforts. The narrative is a testament to perseverance and adaptability in professional
football.

7. “The Playbook: Denver Broncos QB Strategies in 2017”
Focusing on the tactical side, this book breaks down the offensive playbook used by the Broncos quarterbacks
in 2017. It explains key plays, formations, and decision-making processes that shaped the season’s outcomes.
Football enthusiasts will appreciate the technical insights into quarterback strategy and execution.

8. “Broncos QB Spotlight: Trevor Siemian’s 2017 Season”
This biography-style book spotlights Trevor Siemian’s personal and professional journey during the 2017
season. It covers his background, training regimen, and pivotal moments on the field. The story highlights
Siemian’s determination to prove himself as a reliable NFL quarterback.

9. “The Quarterback Carousel: Denver Broncos 2017 Season Review”
Detailing the season’s quarterback changes, this book examines how the Broncos navigated starting roles
between Trevor Siemian, Paxton Lynch, and Brock Osweiler. It provides a comprehensive review of each player’s
performance and the team’s overall strategy. The book offers fans a complete understanding of the 2017
Broncos quarterback saga.
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