definition of sulliwvan

definition of sullivan is a multifaceted term that encompasses historical,
cultural, legal, and linguistic significance. Originating as a surname of
Irish descent, Sullivan has evolved into various contexts, including notable
individuals, legal doctrines, and cultural references. Understanding the
definition of Sullivan requires exploring its etymology, prominent bearers of
the name, and its impact across different fields. This article provides an
in—-depth examination of the definition of Sullivan, highlighting its origins,
historical importance, and contemporary relevance. Readers will gain insight
into how the term has been integrated into legal principles and cultural
narratives. The following sections will cover the etymology and origin of
Sullivan, key historical figures, legal significance, and cultural
representations. This structured overview ensures a comprehensive
understanding of the definition of Sullivan and its broader implications.

Etymology and Origin of Sullivan

Notable Historical Figures Named Sullivan

Legal Significance of Sullivan

Cultural and Popular References

Etymology and Origin of Sullivan

The definition of Sullivan begins with its etymological roots and origin.
Sullivan is a surname of Irish origin, derived from the Gaelic name "0
Stileabhédin, " which means "descendant of Stileabhédn." The personal name
Stuileabhédn is believed to come from the Gaelic words "suil," meaning "eye,"
combined with a diminutive suffix, possibly signifying "little dark-eyed one"
or "hawk-eyed."

Historical Background of the Name

The Sullivan surname has been traced back to ancient Irish clans primarily
located in the provinces of Munster, especially in counties Cork and Kerry.
The clan was known for its leadership and warrior traditions in medieval
Ireland. Over time, the name Sullivan became widespread due to emigration and
the diaspora, particularly during the 19th and 20th centuries.

Variations and Anglicization

Like many Gaelic surnames, Sullivan underwent anglicization as English
influence grew in Ireland. Variations of the name include O’Sullivan,
Sullavan, and Sullivant. This anglicization process contributed to the
widespread use of the name in English-speaking countries, particularly the



United States, Canada, Australia, and the United Kingdom.

Notable Historical Figures Named Sullivan

The definition of Sullivan is also enriched by the contributions of numerous
notable individuals bearing the name across various fields such as politics,
arts, military, and sports. These figures have helped shape the historical
and cultural understanding of the name.

Political and Military Leaders

One of the most prominent historical figures is John Sullivan (1740-1795), an
American General during the Revolutionary War. His leadership in key battles
and his role as a statesman exemplify the legacy associated with the Sullivan
name in American history. Another is James Sullivan, the ninth Governor of
Massachusetts, who contributed to early American governance.

Artists and Entertainers

The field of arts includes individuals like Arthur Sullivan, the English
composer famous for his collaboration with W.S. Gilbert in creating comic
operas such as "The Pirates of Penzance" and "The Mikado." Arthur Sullivan's
contributions to music have immortalized the name in cultural history.

Sports and Other Public Figures

Several athletes and public figures named Sullivan have also gained
recognition. For instance, Ed Sullivan was a legendary American television
personality known for "The Ed Sullivan Show," which played a vital role in
shaping American entertainment culture.

Legal Significance of Sullivan

The definition of Sullivan extends beyond a surname to include important
legal principles, most notably in American constitutional law. The term is
associated with landmark court decisions that have had lasting effects on
freedom of speech and defamation law.

New York Times Co. v. Sullivan

One of the most significant legal references to Sullivan is the 1964 U.S.
Supreme Court case, New York Times Co. v. Sullivan. This case established the
"actual malice" standard, which requires public officials to prove that



defamatory statements were made with knowledge of their falsity or reckless
disregard for the truth. This ruling reinforced protections for freedom of
the press under the First Amendment.

Impact on Media and Defamation Law

The Sullivan ruling has had a profound impact on journalism and defamation
law in the United States. It balances protecting individuals' reputations
with the need for a free and uninhibited press, especially regarding public
officials and figures. The case continues to be cited as a foundational
precedent in media law.

Other Legal Associations

Beyond the landmark case, the name Sullivan appears in various legal
contexts, including contracts and tort law, often as a party name in case law
references. However, the New York Times Co. v. Sullivan case remains the most
recognized legal association.

Cultural and Popular References

The definition of Sullivan also encompasses its use in cultural, literary,
and popular contexts. The name has been adopted in fiction, business, and
entertainment, reflecting its broad recognition.

Fictional Characters

Sullivan is a common surname for fictional characters in literature, film,
and television. For example, James P. Sullivan, also known as "Sulley," is a
beloved character in the animated film "Monsters, Inc." This portrayal adds a
friendly and approachable dimension to the name in popular culture.

Businesses and Organizations

Many companies and institutions carry the Sullivan name, often reflecting the
founders’ heritage or branding efforts. These include law firms, consulting
companies, and educational programs named after individuals bearing the
Sullivan surname.

Use in Place Names and Institutions

The name Sullivan is also found in geographic locations and institutions
across the United States and other countries. Examples include Sullivan
County in multiple states, Sullivan University, and various schools and parks



named in honor of prominent individuals named Sullivan.

Irish origin and meaning of the name

e Historical figures and their contributions

Legal importance, especially in U.S. law

Cultural representation in media and places

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the definition of 'Sullivan' in general
terms?

'Sullivan' is primarily a surname of Irish origin, meaning 'dark-eyed' or
'hawk-eyed.' It is commonly used as a family name.

Who was the most famous person with the name
'Sullivan'?

One of the most famous individuals with the surname Sullivan was Arthur
Sullivan, the English composer known for his collaboration with W.S. Gilbert
on comic operas.

What does the name 'Sullivan' mean in Irish?

In Irish, the name 'Sullivan' (0 SGileabhdin) means 'descendant of
Stileabhén, ' where 'Stileabhdn' roughly translates to 'little dark eye' or
'hawk—-eyed.'

Is 'Sullivan' used as a first name?

While 'Sullivan' is most commonly a surname, it is occasionally used as a
first name, particularly in English-speaking countries.

Are there any legal definitions associated with
'Sullivan'?

There is no specific legal definition of 'Sullivan'; it is primarily
recognized as a surname Or proper noun.

What is the significance of 'Sullivan' in literature
or popular culture?

In popular culture, 'Sullivan' appears as a character name in various books,
movies, and TV shows, often chosen for its strong Irish heritage connotation.



How is 'Sullivan' pronounced?

The name 'Sullivan' is typically pronounced as /' saliven/ (SUL-ih-ven).

What is the origin of the surname 'Sullivan'?

The surname 'Sullivan' originates from Ireland and is derived from the Gaelic
O Stileabhdin, meaning 'descendant of Suileabh&n.'

Are there places named 'Sullivan'?

Yes, there are several places named Sullivan, including towns and counties in
the United States, named after people with the surname Sullivan.

What is 'Sullivan's law' or 'Sullivan principle'?

The 'Sullivan Principle' refers to a corporate code of conduct against
apartheid in South Africa, named after Rev. Leon Sullivan, an American civil
rights leader and board member of General Motors.

Additional Resources

1. Sullivan's Dictionary: Exploring the Origins and Meanings

This book delves into the etymology and historical context of the name
"Sullivan." It explores various definitions and interpretations from
cultural, linguistic, and genealogical perspectives. Readers gain insight
into how the name evolved and its significance in different societies.

2. The Sullivan Legacy: History and Heritage

Focusing on the Sullivan family name, this book traces the lineage and
notable figures bearing the name. It offers an in-depth look at the impact of
the Sullivans in history, including their contributions to politics, arts,
and social movements. The narrative provides a rich understanding of the
name’s definition through real-life examples.

3. Defining Sullivan: A Cultural and Linguistic Analysis

This academic text analyzes the sociolinguistic aspects of the name
"Sullivan." It examines how definitions vary across regions and communities,
highlighting the cultural significance embedded in the name. The book also
discusses how names shape identity and social perception.

4. The Meaning of Sullivan: Origins and Interpretations

Offering a comprehensive overview, this book unpacks the various meanings
attributed to the name Sullivan. It explores mythological, historical, and
contemporary interpretations, providing readers with a multifaceted
understanding. The work is ideal for those interested in onomastics and
cultural studies.

5. Sullivan in Literature and Media: A Name’s Influence

This book surveys how the name Sullivan has been used in literature, film,
and television. It discusses character traits commonly associated with the
name and their symbolic meanings. The analysis reveals how the definition of
Sullivan extends beyond a mere label to shape narratives and audience
perceptions.

6. The Sullivan Identity: Names and Personal Meaning



Focusing on personal identity, this book explores how individuals named
Sullivan perceive and embody their name’s definition. It includes interviews
and case studies that illustrate the personal significance and emotional
connections tied to the name. The work highlights the interplay between name
and self-expression.

7. Sullivan: From Gaelic Roots to Modern Usage

Tracing the Gaelic origins of the name Sullivan, this book charts its
transformation through history to contemporary times. It explains linguistic
shifts and cultural adaptations that influenced the name’s definition.
Readers interested in Celtic studies and name histories will find this
particularly informative.

8. The Sociology of Names: Sullivan as a Case Study

This sociological study uses Sullivan as a case to explore broader themes in
naming practices and social identity. It examines demographic patterns,
social mobility, and cultural associations linked to the name. The book
offers a unique perspective on how names function within society.

9. Understanding Surname Definitions: The Sullivan Example

A guide to understanding how surnames are defined and classified, this book
uses Sullivan as a primary example. It covers methodologies in onomastics,
including historical records and linguistic analysis. Readers interested in
genealogy and name studies will find practical tools and insights here.
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