
dallas cowboys 1961 roster
dallas cowboys 1961 roster represents a pivotal moment in the history of the Dallas Cowboys
franchise, showcasing the team’s early development and foundational players. As only the second
year of the Cowboys’ existence in the National Football League (NFL), the 1961 roster reflects both
the challenges and potential of an expansion team forging its identity. The team was under the
leadership of head coach Tom Landry, who would go on to become a legendary figure in football
coaching. This article provides an in-depth look at the dallas cowboys 1961 roster, highlighting key
players, team composition, coaching staff, and the season’s performance. Detailed insights into
offensive and defensive squads are also included to offer a comprehensive understanding of the
team’s makeup during this formative year. The analysis further explores how the 1961 roster laid the
groundwork for the Cowboys’ future successes in the NFL landscape.
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Overview of the 1961 Dallas Cowboys Season
The 1961 Dallas Cowboys season marked the franchise’s sophomore year in the NFL. Following their
inaugural season in 1960, the team sought to improve its performance and establish a competitive
presence. Despite facing difficulties typical of a young expansion team, the Cowboys demonstrated
growth and resilience throughout the season. Finishing with a record of 4 wins, 9 losses, and 1 tie, the
team showed glimpses of promise in both offensive drives and defensive stands. The 1961 roster was
crucial in setting the tone and culture for the organization, balancing veteran leadership with
emerging talent. This season was foundational in building the structure that would later lead to the
Cowboys becoming one of the NFL’s most storied franchises.

Coaching Staff and Management
The leadership behind the dallas cowboys 1961 roster was instrumental in shaping the team’s
identity. Head Coach Tom Landry, renowned for his innovative defensive schemes and disciplined
approach, continued to instill a culture of professionalism and strategic play. The coaching staff
included assistant coaches who specialized in offense, defense, and special teams, all contributing to



player development and game planning. Management under General Manager Tex Schramm provided
strong organizational support, focusing on player acquisitions, drafting, and operational efficiency.
This synergy between coaching and management was a key factor in the gradual improvement of the
Cowboys during the early 1960s.

Key Players on the 1961 Dallas Cowboys Roster
The dallas cowboys 1961 roster featured several notable players who made significant contributions
to the team’s efforts during the season. Key figures included veterans who brought experience, as
well as promising rookies who injected new energy into the lineup. The roster was comprised of
players occupying various positions, each fulfilling critical roles within the team’s strategy. Some of
the standout players from the 1961 roster include:

Don Meredith – Quarterback known for his leadership and passing ability.

Frank Clarke – Wide receiver contributing as a primary target in the passing game.

Bob Lilly – Defensive tackle, although officially drafted in 1961, he would become a
cornerstone of the Cowboys’ defense in subsequent seasons.

Lee Roy Jordan – Linebacker providing strength and agility on defense.

Randy Hughes – Defensive back recognized for his coverage skills.

These players, among others, formed the backbone of the Cowboys’ efforts during the 1961 season.

Offensive Unit Breakdown
The offensive squad of the dallas cowboys 1961 roster was centered around establishing a balanced
attack that could both pass and run effectively. Quarterback Don Meredith played a pivotal role in
orchestrating the offense, combining accurate passing with the ability to read defenses. The running
game featured a mix of halfbacks and fullbacks who contributed to ground yardage and short-yardage
situations. Key offensive linemen worked to protect the quarterback and open running lanes, although
the unit was still developing cohesion. The receiving corps included players capable of stretching the
field and creating scoring opportunities. Overall, the offense was a work in progress but showed clear
potential for growth in subsequent seasons.

Defensive Unit Breakdown
Defense was a significant focus for the dallas cowboys 1961 roster, particularly under the guidance of
Tom Landry, who emphasized innovative defensive tactics. The defensive line aimed to pressure
opposing quarterbacks and control the line of scrimmage. Linebackers were tasked with versatile
roles, including pass coverage and run defense, showcasing athleticism and tactical awareness. The
secondary was responsible for pass defense, including cornerbacks and safeties who provided
coverage against wide receivers. Although the defense faced challenges typical of a young team,



several players stood out for their performances and would become foundational pieces in the
Cowboys’ defensive legacy.

Special Teams and Supporting Players
The special teams unit on the dallas cowboys 1961 roster played a critical role in field position and
scoring opportunities. Kickers and punters were responsible for managing punts, field goals, and
kickoffs with accuracy and distance. Return specialists contributed to offensive momentum by
providing advantageous starting field positions. Supporting players, including backups and reserves,
ensured depth across all positions, allowing the team to adapt to injuries and strategic needs. This
group’s efforts, while often less heralded, were essential in complementing the primary offensive and
defensive units throughout the season.

Impact and Legacy of the 1961 Roster
The dallas cowboys 1961 roster holds a significant place in the franchise’s history, symbolizing the
foundation upon which future successes were built. While the team’s record that season reflected the
growing pains of a young franchise, the development of key players and the establishment of a strong
coaching philosophy set the stage for the Cowboys’ rise to prominence in the NFL. Several athletes
from this roster would become integral to the team’s identity in the 1960s and beyond. Moreover, the
1961 roster exemplified the resilience and ambition that continue to define the Dallas Cowboys today.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the head coach of the Dallas Cowboys in 1961?
The head coach of the Dallas Cowboys in 1961 was Tom Landry.

Which position did Don Meredith play on the 1961 Dallas
Cowboys roster?
Don Meredith was the starting quarterback for the Dallas Cowboys in 1961.

Who was the leading rusher for the Dallas Cowboys in 1961?
Don Perkins was the leading rusher for the Dallas Cowboys in 1961.

Did the 1961 Dallas Cowboys have any Pro Bowl players?
Yes, two players from the 1961 Dallas Cowboys were selected to the Pro Bowl: Bob Lilly and Don
Meredith.



What was the overall record of the Dallas Cowboys in the
1961 NFL season?
The Dallas Cowboys finished the 1961 season with a record of 4 wins, 9 losses, and 1 tie.

Who was the starting center for the Dallas Cowboys in 1961?
Dave Manders was the starting center for the Dallas Cowboys in the 1961 season.

Which player on the 1961 Dallas Cowboys roster was known
for defensive skills?
Bob Lilly was known for his outstanding defensive skills as a defensive tackle on the 1961 Dallas
Cowboys.

How many games did the Dallas Cowboys play during the
1961 season?
The Dallas Cowboys played 14 games during the 1961 NFL season.

Were there any rookies on the 1961 Dallas Cowboys roster
who made a significant impact?
Yes, Don Perkins was a rookie in 1961 who made a significant impact as a running back for the Dallas
Cowboys.

Additional Resources
1. Legends of the 1961 Dallas Cowboys: The Pioneers of America's Team
This book explores the lives and careers of the players on the 1961 Dallas Cowboys roster, the second
year in the franchise's history. It delves into the challenges faced by a young team trying to establish
itself in the NFL. Readers gain insights into the personalities and playing styles that shaped the early
years of the Cowboys. The book also highlights key games and moments from the 1961 season.

2. The 1961 Dallas Cowboys Roster: Building the Foundation of a Dynasty
Focusing on the strategic assembly of the 1961 team, this book analyzes how the Cowboys'
management and coaching staff recruited and developed talent. It covers player biographies, draft
decisions, and trades that influenced the team’s composition. Additionally, it examines the impact
these choices had on the team's future success and legacy in the NFL.

3. Gridiron Grit: Stories from the 1961 Dallas Cowboys
This collection of personal stories and anecdotes from players, coaches, and staff offers an intimate
look at the 1961 Cowboys. The book reveals the camaraderie, struggles, and triumphs experienced
during a formative season. It also provides behind-the-scenes perspectives on training camps, locker
room dynamics, and game-day experiences.

4. Dallas Cowboys 1961: The Early Years of America's Team



A historical overview of the Cowboys’ second season, this book places the 1961 roster in the broader
context of NFL expansion and competition. It discusses the team's performance, key players, and how
the Cowboys began carving out their identity. The narrative also considers the cultural and social
environment surrounding the team during the early 1960s.

5. The Men Behind the Star: Profiles of the 1961 Dallas Cowboys
This book offers detailed profiles of each player on the 1961 roster, highlighting their backgrounds,
college careers, and contributions to the team. It examines how these individuals came together to
form the squad that would lay the groundwork for future Cowboys success. The book also includes
interviews and archival photos to bring the stories to life.

6. From Expansion to Excellence: The 1961 Dallas Cowboys Journey
Tracing the trajectory of the Cowboys in their infancy, this book focuses on the 1961 season as a
critical step toward becoming a dominant NFL franchise. It covers game analyses, coaching
strategies, and player development throughout the season. The book emphasizes how the lessons
learned in 1961 influenced the team's growth in the following years.

7. Defensive and Offensive Tactics of the 1961 Dallas Cowboys
An in-depth examination of the playing schemes and tactical approaches utilized by the 1961
Cowboys roster. This book breaks down offensive formations, defensive alignments, and individual
player roles. Coaches and football historians contribute insights into how these strategies were
innovative or reflective of the era's football trends.

8. 1961 Dallas Cowboys: The Rookie Season for Future Stars
Highlighting the rookies and young players on the 1961 Cowboys roster, this book tracks the early
careers of athletes who would become pivotal figures in the franchise. It discusses their transition
from college to professional football and the challenges they faced. The narrative also reflects on how
their beginnings in 1961 shaped their long-term success.

9. The Heart of Texas Football: The 1961 Dallas Cowboys Experience
This book captures the spirit and community surrounding the Cowboys during their 1961 season. It
explores fan culture, media coverage, and the team's relationship with Dallas and Texas at large.
Through stories and photographs, readers gain a sense of how the 1961 roster contributed to the
Cowboys' identity as "America's Team."
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