conspiracies about shakespeare

conspiracies about shakespeare have captivated scholars, historians, and literature enthusiasts for
centuries. These theories question the true authorship of the works attributed to William Shakespeare
of Stratford-upon-Avon, suggesting alternative candidates or hidden motives behind the plays and
sonnets. The intrigue surrounding these conspiracies often stems from perceived inconsistencies in
Shakespeare’s biography, the depth of his knowledge, and the political and social context of
Elizabethan England. This article explores the most prominent conspiracies about Shakespeare,
examining claims regarding alternative authorship, secret societies, coded messages, and historical
cover-ups. By delving into these theories, readers can gain a deeper understanding of the ongoing
debates and cultural fascination with Shakespeare’s legacy. The following sections outline the main

conspiracies and the evidence presented by their proponents.

e The Shakespeare Authorship Question
¢ Alternative Candidates for Shakespeare’s Works
¢ Secret Societies and Hidden Messages

e Historical and Political Motivations

The Shakespeare Authorship Question

The Shakespeare authorship question remains the cornerstone of conspiracies about Shakespeare. It
challenges the traditional belief that William Shakespeare, the man from Stratford-upon-Avon, wrote
the plays and poems attributed to him. Critics argue that Shakespeare’s documented life provides

insufficient evidence of the education, literary skill, and aristocratic knowledge evident in his works.



This skepticism has fueled a wide array of theories proposing alternative authorship, often highlighting

gaps or inconsistencies in Shakespeare’s biography.

Inconsistencies in Shakespeare’s Biography

One of the primary reasons for doubting Shakespeare’s authorship is the limited historical record of his
life. Few documents detail his education, and there are no manuscripts or letters in his handwriting
related to the plays. Supporters of the conspiracy emphasize that Shakespeare’s humble background
contrasts sharply with the extensive knowledge of law, foreign languages, and courtly life exhibited in
the works. These discrepancies have led to theories that Shakespeare was a front or a pseudonym for

someone else.

Literary Style and Knowledge

The complexity and depth of Shakespeare’s writings have also fueled doubts. Some researchers argue
that the plays contain legal jargon, aristocratic insight, and classical scholarship unlikely to have been
acquired by a man of Shakespeare’s background. This has prompted theories suggesting that the true
author was highly educated, possibly connected to the nobility or secret intellectual circles. The debate
over the authenticity of Shakespeare’s authorship continues to be a central theme in conspiracies

about Shakespeare.

Alternative Candidates for Shakespeare’s Works

Several historical figures have been proposed as the true authors behind Shakespeare’s works. These
alternative candidates are often individuals with documented education, court connections, or literary
backgrounds that align with the knowledge demonstrated in the plays and poems. Each candidate has

its own set of supporters and evidence used to argue their case.



Edward de Vere, the 17th Earl of Oxford

Edward de Vere is one of the most popular alternative candidates. Proponents of the Oxfordian theory
argue that de Vere possessed the necessary education, court experience, and literary talent to have
written Shakespeare’s works. They claim that the Earl’s life events correspond with themes and
references found in the plays. The theory also suggests that Shakespeare was a front to protect de

Vere’s identity, as nobles were often discouraged from engaging in public theater.

Francis Bacon

Francis Bacon, a philosopher, statesman, and scientist, is another prominent figure in Shakespeare
conspiracy theories. Supporters believe Bacon had the intellectual capacity and motivation to write the
plays, embedding them with coded philosophical messages. Some claim that Bacon’s involvement in
secret societies and his mastery of cryptography allowed him to conceal his authorship behind

Shakespeare’s name.

Christopher Marlowe

Christopher Marlowe, a contemporary playwright, is also suggested as the true author. Marlowe’s
mysterious death and reputed espionage activities have led some to believe he faked his demise and
continued writing under the Shakespeare pseudonym. Advocates of this theory point to stylistic

similarities between Marlowe’s known works and Shakespeare’s plays.

List of Alternative Authorship Candidates

e Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford

¢ Francis Bacon



¢ Christopher Marlowe
o William Stanley, 6th Earl of Derby

e Mary Sidney Herbert, Countess of Pembroke

Secret Societies and Hidden Messages

Another dimension of conspiracies about Shakespeare involves claims that his works contain hidden
codes or messages linked to secret societies such as the Freemasons or Rosicrucians. This theory
suggests that the plays and sonnets serve as veiled communication vehicles for esoteric knowledge or

political dissent.

Freemason Connections

Some theorists argue that Shakespeare was connected to early Freemasonry or similar groups. They
interpret certain symbols, numerology, and themes in the texts as evidence of Masonic influence. The
prevalence of allegory and cryptic language in the plays is seen as a method of transmitting secret

wisdom to initiates.

Cryptographic Theories

Cryptographers and codebreakers have claimed to discover ciphers within Shakespeare’s works that
reveal hidden authorship or messages. These alleged cryptograms have been used to support
alternative authorship theories or to suggest that Shakespeare’s writings contained political or

philosophical secrets suppressed by the ruling class.



Allegorical and Political Symbolism

Many conspiracies about Shakespeare emphasize the possibility that the plays contained allegories
criticizing the monarchy or commenting on contemporary events. This theory posits that Shakespeare
embedded subversive ideas in his work to avoid censorship or persecution, making the texts a form of

coded political commentary.

Historical and Political Motivations

The conspiracies about Shakespeare often intersect with broader historical and political contexts.
Some theories propose that the true authorship or hidden meanings were suppressed or manipulated
to serve specific agendas. Understanding these motivations sheds light on why conspiracies have

persisted.

Preservation of Social Order

One hypothesis is that maintaining Shakespeare as the official author served to uphold social
hierarchies. If a noble or politically sensitive figure had been revealed as the true author, it might have
disrupted the established order. Presenting Shakespeare as a commoner allowed the ruling class to

distance themselves from potentially controversial material.

Censorship and Political Control

The Elizabethan and Jacobean eras were marked by strict censorship. Conspiracies about
Shakespeare suggest that the plays were used as a discreet means to critique or influence politics
without attracting direct retribution. This covert communication might explain the ambiguous authorship

and layered meanings.



The Role of Patronage

Patronage was crucial in the arts during Shakespeare’s time. Some conspiracies argue that powerful
patrons dictated or influenced the authorship attribution to protect their interests or reputations. This

dynamic could have contributed to the creation of a literary persona separate from the actual writer.

Common Historical and Political Motivations in Shakespeare

Conspiracies

1. Preservation of aristocratic reputation
2. Avoidance of censorship and persecution
3. Control over literary and political narratives

4. Promotion of specific ideological agendas

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Shakespeare authorship conspiracy?

The Shakespeare authorship conspiracy suggests that William Shakespeare of Stratford-upon-Avon
was not the true author of the plays and poems attributed to him, and that someone else, such as

Francis Bacon, Edward de Vere, or Christopher Marlowe, actually wrote them.



Why do some people believe Shakespeare was not the real author of
his works?

Some people believe Shakespeare was not the real author because of the perceived lack of
documentation about his education and life, the complexity and breadth of the works, and

inconsistencies in historical records, leading them to suspect a more educated or aristocratic author.

Who are the main candidates proposed as the 'real’ author behind
Shakespeare's works?

The main candidates often proposed are Edward de Vere (the Earl of Oxford), Francis Bacon,

Christopher Marlowe, and sometimes Mary Sidney, among others.

What evidence do proponents of the Shakespeare authorship
conspiracy cite?

Proponents point to cryptic messages in the texts, stylistic analyses, historical inconsistencies, lack of
manuscripts in Shakespeare’s hand, and alleged connections between the plays’ content and the lives

of alternative authors.

Has mainstream scholarship accepted any Shakespeare authorship
conspiracy theories?

No, mainstream Shakespearean scholars and historians overwhelmingly accept William Shakespeare
of Stratford-upon-Avon as the genuine author of the works attributed to him, citing substantial

documentary evidence and historical records.

What role does the 'Shake-Speare Society' play in the conspiracy
theories?

The Shakespeare Society, founded in the 19th century, was part of early efforts to study and publish



Shakespeare’s works but some conspiracy theorists claim such societies have suppressed alternative

authorship theories, though this is largely unfounded.

Are there any famous literary works inspired by Shakespeare
authorship conspiracies?

Yes, several novels, plays, and films have been inspired by the conspiracy theories, such as

'‘Anonymous' (2011), which explores the theory that Edward de Vere wrote Shakespeare’s plays.

How do conspiracy theories about Shakespeare reflect broader cultural
or social concerns?

Theories about Shakespeare’s authorship often reflect broader issues like distrust of historical
narratives, class tensions, the desire to attribute genius to aristocracy, and fascination with secret

histories and hidden knowledge.

Additional Resources

1. “The Shakespeare Conspiracy: Unveiling the Hidden Author”

This book delves into the theory that William Shakespeare was not the true author of the plays
attributed to him. It explores alternative candidates, such as Francis Bacon and Edward de Vere, Earl
of Oxford, presenting evidence and arguments from historical documents and literary analysis. The

author also examines the motivations behind the alleged cover-up and its impact on literary history.

2. “Shakespeare’s Secret Identity: The Lost Manuscripts”

In this intriguing work, the author investigates claims of secret manuscripts that reveal the true origins
of Shakespeare’s works. The book discusses various discoveries and forgeries, analyzing their
authenticity and significance. It also considers how these revelations could rewrite the accepted

narrative of Elizabethan literature.

3. “The Oxfordian Enigma: Shakespeare’s Hidden Patron”



Focusing on the theory that Edward de Vere, the 17th Earl of Oxford, was the actual playwright, this
book presents a detailed biography and literary critique supporting the Oxfordian theory. It examines
the social and political context of the time, suggesting how de Vere’s status might have necessitated
anonymity. The author also addresses counterarguments and the scholarly debate surrounding this

conspiracy.

4. “Bacon’s Pen: The Secret Author of Shakespeare’s Plays”

This book explores the Baconian theory, which posits that Sir Francis Bacon wrote the works credited
to Shakespeare. It analyzes cryptographic evidence and hidden codes purportedly embedded in the
texts. The narrative also delves into Bacon’s life, philosophy, and possible reasons for concealing his

authorship.

5. “The Shakespeare Code: Decoding the Elizabethan Mystery”

A thrilling examination of the cryptic messages and ciphers allegedly encoded in Shakespeare’s plays,
this book suggests these codes reveal a conspiracy involving secret societies and political intrigue.
The author combines literary criticism with historical detective work to uncover a hidden layer of
meaning. Readers are invited to explore the possibility that the plays served as a covert

communication tool.

6. “Shakespeare and the Secret Society: The Hidden Hand Behind the Bard”

This title investigates claims that Shakespeare was connected to a clandestine group influencing the
political and cultural landscape of Elizabethan England. The book traces purported links between the
playwright and secret societies such as the Freemasons or Rosicrucians. It considers how these

affiliations might have shaped the content and themes of his works.

7. “The Stratford Fraud: Debunking the Shakespeare Myth”

Challenging the traditional narrative, this book argues that the man from Stratford-upon-Avon was a
front for an elaborate literary hoax. It scrutinizes historical records and inconsistencies in
Shakespeare’s biography, suggesting that the true author deliberately obscured their identity. The

author also explores the implications of this fraud on cultural and academic institutions.



8. “Anonymous Genius: The True Mind Behind Shakespeare’s Works”

This book presents a compelling case for an anonymous or collective authorship of Shakespeare’s
plays. It reviews various candidates and theories, emphasizing the complexity and collaborative nature
of Elizabethan theater. The author proposes that the genius attributed to Shakespeare might instead

be the result of multiple contributors working in secrecy.

9. “The Bard’s Shadow: Secrets and Lies in Shakespearean Scholarship”

Focusing on the academic controversies and cover-ups, this book reveals how certain facts about
Shakespeare’s life and work have been suppressed or manipulated. It investigates the politics within
literary scholarship and publishing that maintain the orthodox view. The narrative encourages readers

to question accepted histories and consider alternative perspectives on the Bard’s legacy.
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