
1986 cleveland browns roster
1986 cleveland browns roster was a pivotal lineup that reflected the team’s
strategic efforts during the mid-1980s NFL seasons. This roster featured a
mix of seasoned veterans and emerging talents who contributed to the Browns’
competitive performance throughout the year. Analyzing the 1986 Cleveland
Browns roster provides insights into the player composition, key positions,
and coaching decisions that shaped the team’s identity. This article delves
into the full roster, highlighting standout players, offensive and defensive
units, as well as special teams contributors. Additionally, it explores the
coaching staff and overall team dynamics that influenced the Browns’ results
in the 1986 NFL season. Understanding this roster provides a clearer picture
of the Browns’ approach to the game during a significant era in their
franchise history.
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Overview of the 1986 Cleveland Browns Roster
The 1986 Cleveland Browns roster was composed of athletes selected through
the NFL draft, trades, and free agency, creating a balanced team with a focus
on both offense and defense. This roster was managed by head coach Marty
Schottenheimer, known for his disciplined approach and emphasis on strong
defense. The roster included players occupying every position on the field,
each contributing to the Browns’ overall game plan. The team’s makeup
demonstrated a blend of veteran experience and youthful energy, aimed at
competing in the AFC Central Division. Understanding the full roster reveals
the depth and talent available to the Browns during this season.

Roster Composition and Player Roles
The roster comprised offensive starters, defensive starters, special team
specialists, and backups ready to step in as needed. Each player was assigned
specific roles that aligned with Schottenheimer’s strategic vision. The



offensive lineup focused on a balanced attack, while the defense was built to
be resilient against rival offenses. The roster also reflected the Browns'
draft choices and trades leading up to the 1986 season, influencing team
chemistry and performance.

Key Offensive Players
The offensive unit on the 1986 Cleveland Browns roster was instrumental in
driving the team’s scoring and ball control. With a focus on both the passing
and rushing game, the Browns relied on several key players who excelled at
their positions. This offensive group was designed to execute a variety of
plays that exploited opponent weaknesses and maximized the talents of the
roster.

Quarterbacks
At the helm was quarterback Bernie Kosar, a pivotal figure in the 1986 Browns
offense. Kosar’s ability to read defenses and execute the passing game made
him a central asset. His leadership and experience were critical in
orchestrating offensive drives throughout the season.

Running Backs
The running back corps featured players such as Kevin Mack, who was known for
his power running style and ability to gain tough yards. The running game was
complemented by fullbacks and additional backs who provided blocking and
receiving options out of the backfield.

Wide Receivers and Tight Ends
Wide receivers like Webster Slaughter brought speed and reliable hands to the
passing attack, while tight ends contributed both as blockers and receivers.
This combination allowed the Browns to maintain offensive versatility and
adapt to defensive schemes.

Bernie Kosar – Quarterback

Kevin Mack – Running Back

Webster Slaughter – Wide Receiver

Ozzie Newsome – Tight End

Earnest Byner – Running Back



Defensive Standouts on the 1986 Roster
The defense on the 1986 Cleveland Browns roster was characterized by
physicality and strategic positioning. The defensive unit was tasked with
limiting opposing offenses and creating turnover opportunities. Key players
anchored the defensive line, linebacking corps, and secondary, each
contributing to a cohesive defensive effort.

Defensive Line
Defensive linemen such as Carl Hairston provided pressure on quarterbacks and
containment against the run. Their role was critical in disrupting offensive
plays and setting the tone for the defense.

Linebackers
The linebacker group, including players like Chip Banks, combined speed and
tackling ability to cover both run defense and pass coverage. They were often
the leaders in defensive adjustments on the field.

Secondary
The defensive backs, including safeties and cornerbacks, were responsible for
coverage and interception opportunities. Their performance was essential in
defending against the Browns’ opponents' passing attacks.

Carl Hairston – Defensive End

Chip Banks – Linebacker

Hanford Dixon – Cornerback

Frank Minnifield – Cornerback

Felix Wright – Safety

Special Teams Contributors
Special teams players on the 1986 Cleveland Browns roster played a
significant role in field position battles and scoring opportunities. This
unit included kickers, punters, and return specialists who contributed to the



team’s overall effectiveness.

Kicking and Punting
Kicker Matt Bahr was responsible for field goals and extra points, providing
reliable scoring in critical moments. Punter Greg Montgomery helped flip
field position with consistent and strategic punts.

Return Specialists
Returners such as Webster Slaughter also impacted special teams by providing
kickoff and punt returns, often setting up favorable starting positions for
the offense.

Matt Bahr – Kicker

Greg Montgomery – Punter

Webster Slaughter – Return Specialist

Coaching Staff and Strategy
The 1986 Cleveland Browns roster was guided by head coach Marty
Schottenheimer, whose coaching philosophy emphasized a strong defense and a
methodical offense. Schottenheimer’s experience and leadership were
instrumental in shaping the roster and game plans. Supporting coaches
specialized in offense, defense, and special teams, ensuring each unit
operated efficiently.

Head Coach Marty Schottenheimer
Schottenheimer’s approach focused on discipline, physicality, and situational
awareness. His ability to develop talent and adjust strategies helped
maximize the potential of the 1986 roster.

Assistant Coaches
The assistant coaching staff contributed expertise in various areas,
including offensive coordination, defensive schemes, and special teams
tactics. Their roles were vital in preparing the team for weekly opponents.



Impact and Legacy of the 1986 Cleveland Browns
Roster
The 1986 Cleveland Browns roster left a lasting impression on the franchise’s
history, demonstrating resilience and competitiveness within the NFL. The
players and coaching staff combined to produce memorable performances and
contribute to the team’s identity during the mid-1980s. This roster helped
lay the groundwork for future Browns teams and maintained strong fan support
through its commitment and skill.

Player Development and Future Contributions
Several players from the 1986 roster went on to have impactful careers either
with the Browns or other NFL teams. Their development during this season was
a key element of the franchise’s ongoing efforts to build a winning culture.

Team Performance and Historical Context
The 1986 season reflected the Browns’ efforts to remain competitive in a
challenging division. The roster’s composition and execution on the field
were integral to the team’s overall performance and contributed to the
narrative of Cleveland Browns football history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was the head coach of the 1986 Cleveland Browns?
The head coach of the 1986 Cleveland Browns was Marty Schottenheimer.

Who was the starting quarterback for the 1986
Cleveland Browns?
Bernie Kosar was the starting quarterback for the 1986 Cleveland Browns.

Which running back was a key player on the 1986
Cleveland Browns roster?
Earnest Byner was a key running back for the 1986 Cleveland Browns.

Did the 1986 Cleveland Browns have any Pro Bowl
players?
Yes, the 1986 Cleveland Browns had several Pro Bowl players, including Bernie



Kosar and Hanford Dixon.

Who was the leading receiver for the 1986 Cleveland
Browns?
Brian Brennan was one of the leading receivers for the 1986 Cleveland Browns.

What position did Hanford Dixon play on the 1986
Cleveland Browns?
Hanford Dixon was a cornerback for the 1986 Cleveland Browns.

Which defensive players stood out on the 1986
Cleveland Browns roster?
Defensive standouts included Hanford Dixon and Clay Matthews Jr.

How did the 1986 Cleveland Browns perform in the NFL
season?
The 1986 Cleveland Browns finished the season with a 12-4 record and reached
the AFC Championship game.

Was Mike Pruitt part of the 1986 Cleveland Browns
roster?
No, Mike Pruitt was not on the 1986 Cleveland Browns roster; Earnest Byner
was the primary running back that season.

Who was the kicker for the 1986 Cleveland Browns?
Matt Bahr was the placekicker for the 1986 Cleveland Browns.

Additional Resources
1. The 1986 Cleveland Browns: A Season of Grit and Determination
This book offers an in-depth look at the 1986 Cleveland Browns roster,
highlighting the players who defined the team's identity that year. It
explores the challenges they faced during the season and the resilience that
kept them competitive in the AFC Central division. With player profiles and
game analyses, readers gain a comprehensive understanding of the Browns' 1986
campaign.

2. Legends of the Dawg Pound: The 1986 Browns Roster Unveiled
Delve into the stories behind the key players of the 1986 Cleveland Browns,
from seasoned veterans to rising stars. This book captures the spirit of the



Dawg Pound and the camaraderie that fueled the team’s efforts. Featuring
interviews and behind-the-scenes insights, it paints a vivid picture of the
roster's dynamics.

3. On the Gridiron: The 1986 Cleveland Browns Player Profiles
A detailed compilation of biographies and career highlights of the 1986
Browns roster members. This book provides background on each player’s journey
to the NFL, their role on the team, and their impact during the 1986 season.
It serves as a valuable resource for Browns fans and football historians
alike.

4. Steel City Showdown: The Browns' 1986 AFC Battles
Focusing on the 1986 season’s pivotal games, this book examines how the
Browns' roster performed against division rivals and playoff contenders. It
breaks down key matchups, player performances, and strategic decisions that
shaped the season’s outcomes. Readers get an inside look at the competitive
atmosphere of the era.

5. From Practice Squad to Pro Bowl: 1986 Browns Player Journeys
Highlighting stories of perseverance, this book chronicles players on the
1986 Browns roster who rose through the ranks to achieve standout success. It
features inspiring narratives of determination and skill development within
the team’s framework. The book also reflects on how these journeys influenced
the Browns’ team culture.

6. Coach’s Playbook: Strategies Behind the 1986 Cleveland Browns Roster
An exploration of the coaching philosophies and tactical approaches that
shaped the 1986 Browns roster’s performance. This book delves into the
playcalling, training regimens, and leadership styles employed throughout the
season. It provides readers with a strategic perspective on how the roster
was utilized on the field.

7. The Unsung Heroes of the 1986 Cleveland Browns
This book shines a light on the lesser-known players of the 1986 Browns
roster whose contributions were vital yet often overlooked. It celebrates the
role of special teams, backups, and role players who provided depth and
resilience. Through personal anecdotes and game stories, it honors their
impact on the team's fabric.

8. Browns Backfield: The Running Game of 1986
Focusing specifically on the running backs and offensive line of the 1986
Cleveland Browns, this book analyzes their techniques, statistics, and game-
changing moments. It details how the backfield contributed to the team’s
offensive strategy and overall success. The book includes comparative studies
with previous seasons to highlight growth.

9. Defensive Stand: The 1986 Browns Defense in Focus
An insightful look at the defensive roster of the 1986 Cleveland Browns,
showcasing the players who formed the team’s defensive backbone. This book
covers game film analysis, defensive schemes, and standout performances that
defined the season. It celebrates the tenacity and skill of the Browns’



defense during a competitive era.
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